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Doc.  No.  1.  H.  R 


R  E  P  O  R  T 


OK    THK 


TREASURER  OF  STATE, 

IN  RELATION  TO  THE  THREE  PER  CENT.  FUND. 


TREASURER'S  OFFICE, 

Indianajwlis^  31.f<  Oct.^  1843. 

To  the  General  Assembly  of  ikt 

State  of  Indiana. 

I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  General  Assembly  the  state- 
ment which  follows,  of  the  condition  of  the  3  per  cent.  fund. 

At  the  date  of  my  last  annual  report,  there  had  been  received  from 
the  United  States,  including  premiums  on  drafts  sold,  $497,299  37 
Within  the  current  year,  there  has  been 

received  from  the  United  States   by 

draft  on  Bank  of  America,  $4,808   1 5 

By  draft  on  receiver  of  public  money  at 

Winamac,  3,497  25 

By  premium  on  $'4,808  15,  draft  on  Bank 

of  America,  sold  at  2  per  cent.,  96  16 


8,401   5Q 
.$'505,700  93  \ 


%%^ 


0  b 


At  the  dale  of  my  last  annual  report  the  payments 
from  this  fund  on  various  appropriations  to  roads, 
rivers,  and  counties,  including  incidental  expen- 
ses, amounted  to  "  ,$495,673   10 

There  has  been  paid  with- 
in the  current  year  on 
account  of  balances  due 
prior  to  the  last  report, 
as  follows: 


1,208  65 


Jackson  countv, 

6' 60 

00 

Sullivan           " 

282 

38 

Bartholomew  " 

372 

05 

Allen                " 

494 

22 

Leaving  on  hand. 

) 

Of  which  there  was 

due 

the   following   counties, 

prior   to  last  year'j 

3  re- 

port: 

Jackson, 

222 

38 

Pike, 

190 

38 

496,881  84 
|8,819  09 


412  76 

.$8,406  33 
Leaving  to  be  distributed  generally  among  the  counties, 

,$8,406  33,  which  will  entitle  them  to  about  |94  each. 

The  amount  due  this  fund  having  been  used  in  payment  of  last 
winter's  expenses,  and  the  situation  of  the  treasury  not  allowing  of 
its  being  refunded  at  present,  it  will  remain  for  the  General  Assembly 
to  make  some  provision  for  its  repayment. 

There  will  also  be  due  this  fund,  from  the  United  States,  a  further 
sum,  on  account  of  the  sales  of  land  for  the  past  year,  which  it  is 
presumed  the  United  States  will  retain  and  apply  in  payment  of  the 
interest  due  on  certain  State  bonds,  held  by  the  war  and  treasury  de- 
partments in  trust  for  some  southern  Indians.  Should  it  be  thus  ap- 
plied, it  may  be  proper  that  provision  should  likewise  be  made  to 
refund  the  amount  to  the  counties. 

I  herewith  furnish  a  table  showing  the  amount  appropriated  to  the 
several  counties,  and  objects  to  which  this  fund  has  been  directed: 
also,  the  amount  paid  to,  and  the  amount  due  to  each. 

The  right  hand  column  shows  the  amount  yet  due  to  each  county, 
to  meet  all  existing  appropriations,  all  of  which  is  yet  to  be  received 
from  the  United  States,  except  the  balance  above  stated  as  being  due 
from  the  State  Treasury. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(JEO.  H.  DUNN, 

Ai^'e7il  3  j)C7-  cent  fund. 


JSo.    of 

Amount  of 

Road,  Ri- 

Names  of  Road 

appropriation 

Amount 

Balance 

ver,  and 

Commissioners 

to  each  road 

paid  to  each. 

due  each. 

County. 

and  Counties, 

and  cou7itij. 

12 

George  White 

2,712  23 

2,701    19 

11   04 

14 

Garra  Davis 
Amount  appropri- 
ated and  paid  on 

3,033   80 

3,025  02 

8  78 

53  roads 

111,740  05 

111,740  05 

Amount  appropri- 

ated and  paid  on 

10  rivers 

2,050  00 

2,050  00 

I 

Allen  {Countij,) 

5,387   50 

3,952  04 

941    24 

2 

Adams  - 

5,500  00 

4,558   76 

941    24 

3 

Boone  - 

5,500  00 

4,558  76 

941    24 

4 

Bartholomew 

5.500  00 

4,186  71 

941    24 

5 

Brown 

4,000  00 

3,058  76 

941    24 

6 

Clinton 

5,387   50 

4,446  26 

941   24 

7 

Carroll 

4,900  00 

3,958  76 

941    24 

8 

Cass      ... 

5,000  00 

4,058  76 

941    24 

9 

Clark     - 

5,500  00 

4,558  76 

941    24 

10 

Crawford 

5,500  00 

4,558   76 

941    24 

11 

Clay      - 

5,387   50 

4,446  26 

941    24 

12 

Dearborn 

5,500  00 

4,558  76 

941    24 

13 

Decatur 

5,500  00 

4,558   76 

941    24 

14 

Dubois 

5,500  00 

4,558  76 

941    24 

15 

Delaware 

5,500  00 

4,558  76 

941    24 

16 

Daviess 

5,500  00 

4,558  76 

941    24 

17 

DeKalb 

4,000  00 

3,058  76 

941    24 

18 

Elkhart 

5,500  00 

4,558  76 

941    24 

19 

Fountain 

4,900  00 

3,958  76 

941    24 

20 

Floyd 

5,500  00 

4,558  76 

941    24 

21 

Franklin 

5,500  00 

4,558  76 

941    24 

22 

Fayette 

5,500  00 

4,558  76 

941    24 

23 

Fulton 

4,000  00 

3,058  76 

941   24 

24 

Gibson 

5,500  00 

4,558  76 

941    24 

25 

Grant 

5,500  00 

4.558  76 

941    24 

26 

Green 

5,500  00 

4,558  76 

941   24 

27 

Huntington   - 

5,387   50 

4,446  26 

941    24 

28 

Harrison 

5,500  00 

4,558  76 

941    24 

29 

Hendricks 

5,500  00 

4,558  76 

941   24 

30 

Hancock 

5,500  00 

4,558  76 

941   24 

31 

Hamilton 

5,500  00 

4,558  76 

941    24 

32 

Henry 

5,500  00 

4,558  76 

941   24 

33 

Jackson 

5,500  00 

4,276  38 

1,163  62 

34 

Jennings 

5,500  00 

4,558  76 

941   24 

35 

Jeflerson 

5,500  00 

4,558  76 

941    24 

36 

Jasper  &  Benton  - 

4,000  00 

3.058   76 

941    24 
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No.  of 

Amount  of 

Road,  Ri- 

Names of  Road 

apjn-opriation 

Amount 

Balance 

ver,  and 

Commissioners   and 

to  each  Road 

paidioeach. 

due  each. 

Count  ij. 

Counties. 

and  County. 

37 

Johnson 

5,500  00 

4,558   76 

941    24 

38 

Jay                 -         - 

4,000  00 

3,058  76 

941    24 

39 

Kosciusko     - 

4,600  00 

3,658  76 

941   24 

40 

Knox 

4,900  00 

3,958  74 

941   26 

41 

Lawrence 

5,500  00 

4,558  76 

941   24 

42 

Laporte 

5,500  00 

4,558  76 

941    24 

43 

Lagrange 

5,500  00 

4,558  76 

941    24 

44 

Lake 

4,000  00 

3,058  76 

941    24 

45 

Miami 

5,300  00 

4,358  76 

941   24 

46 

Montgomery 

5,387   50 

4,446  26 

941   24 

47 

Morgan 

5,500  00 

4,558   76 

941   24 

48 

Marion 

5,500  00 

4,558   76 

941   24 

49 

^ladison 

5,500  00 

4,558  76 

941    24 

50 

Martin 

5,500  00 

4,558  76 

941   24 

51 

Monroe 

5,500  00 

4,558   76 

941   24 

52 

Marshall 

4.000  00 

3,058  76 

941   24 

53 

Noble 

4,000  00 

2,776  38 

941   24 

54 

Newton 

4,000  00 

3,058   76 

941   24 

5o 

Orange 

5,500  00 

4,558   76 

941   24 

5Q 

Owen 

5.500  00 

4,558   76 

941    24 

57 

Parke 

4,900  00 

3,958   76 

941   24 

58 

Posey 

5,500  00 

4,558  76 

941   24 

59 

Perry 

5,500  00 

4,558   76 

941   24 

60 

Pike 

5,500  00 

4,276  38 

1,131   62 

61 

Putnam 

5,500  00 

4,558  72 

941   28 

62 

Porter 

4,000  00 

2,776  41 

941    24 

63 

Pulaski 

4,000  00 

2,776  38 

1,223  62 

64 

[lipley 

5,500  00 

4,558  76 

941    24 

65 

Randolph 

5,500  00 

4,558  76 

941    24 

66 

Hush 

5,500  00 

4,276  38 

941    24 

67 

St.  Joseph     - 

5,500  00 

4,558  76 

941    24 

68 

Scott 

5,500  00 

4,558   76 

941    24 

69 

Switzerland  - 

5,800  00 

4,858  76 

941    24 

70 

Spencer 

5,500  00 

4,558  76 

941    24 

71 

Shelby 

5,500  00 

4,558  76 

941   24 

72 

Sullivan 

4,900  00 

3,676  38 

941   24 

73 

Steuben 

4,000  00 

3,058  76 

941    24 

74 

Stark 

4,000  00 

3,058   76 

941   ?4 

75 

Tippecanoe  - 

4,900  00 

3,958  76 

941    24 

76 

Union 

5,500  00 

4,558  58 

941   42 

77 

Vermillion     - 

4,900  00 

3,958   76 

941    24 

78 

Vanderburgh 

5,500  00 

4,558   76 

941    24 

79 

Vigo 

4,900  00 

3,958  76 

941    24 

80 

Wabash 

5,387   50 

4,446   26 

941    24 

No,  of 

Amount  of 

^ — . 

Road,  Ri- 

Names of  Road 

appropriation 

Amount 

Balance 

ver,  and 

Commissioners  and 

to  each  Road 

paid  to  each. 

due  each. 

County. 

Counties. 

and  County. 

81 

Warren 

4,900  00 

3,958   76 

941    24 

82 

Washington  - 

5,500  00 

4,558  77 

941    23 

83 

Warrick 

5,500  00 

4,558   76 

941   24 

84 

Wayne 

5,500  00 

4,558  76 

941   24 

85 

Whitley 

4,000  00 

3,058   76 

941   24 

86 

Wells 

4,000  00 

3,058  76 

941    24 

87 

White 

4,487  50 

3,546  26 

941    24 

88 

Wabash  appropria- 

tion 

7,000  00 

7,000  00 

|574,148  58 

490,112   16 

84,036  42 

Doc.  No.  2  H.  R. 

REPORT 

OF    THE 

SECRETARY   OF   STATE, 

NOVEMBER,    1843. 


Secretary  of  State's  Office, 
Indianapolis^  November  1,  1843. 

To  His  Excellency,  Samuel  Bigger, 

Governoi^  of  the  State  of  Indiana* 

The  undersigned  respectfully  reports  to  your  Excellency,  that  the 
laws  and  journals  of  the  last  General  Assembly  were  distributed 
according  to  law,  by  the  following  persons,  at  the  rates  annexed  to 
their  names  respectively,  to-wit: 


2d  «  « 

3d  «  " 

4th  "  " 

5  th  «  « 

6  th  «  " 

7  th  «  " 
8th  "  « 
9  th  "  « 

10th  "  " 

U  th  "  " 

12th  "  " 

A  contract  was  made  on  the  20th  day  of  March  last,  with  Henry 
Todd,  for  the  delivery  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  cords  of 
wood,  cut  into  lenths  of  two  feet,  for  the  use  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly, at  ninety-nine  cents  per  cord. 

2 


Lee  Isaac,  at 

-      $19  24 

Zechariah  Owsley, 

23  00 

E.  M.  Patterson,   . 

20  00 

Edmund  Lovitt, 

41   00 

Noah  Fox, 

17  94 

G.   Snodgrass, 

19  00 

Elijah  S.  Williams, 

"27  06 

John  Smith, 

33  94 

Thomas  Fox, 

37  94 

Eli  Atkinson, 

20  99 

William  Foursyth,  - 

25  00 

Elgin  Petty, 

41   00 

10 

The  imdersic;ned  also  reports  that  he  has  paid  into  the  Treasury, 
jnder  the  proviso  of  the  fourth  section  of  the  "  Act  regulating  the 
salaries  of  Auditor,  Secretary,  and  Treasurer  of  State,"  approved 
February  4th,  1841,  twenty-eight  dollars  and  thu'ty-seven  and  a  halt 
2ents,  received  by  him  during  the  last  year  for  copies,  certificates, 

stc. 

Respectfullv  submitted. 

WM.  SHEETS. 


Doc.  No.  3  H.  R. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF   THE 


TREASURER    OF    STATE 


OF    THE 


STATE  OF  INDIANA, 


TO    THE 


GOVERNOR  OF  THE  STATE. 


INDIANAPOLIS  : 

COWLING  AND    COLE,    STATE    PRINTERS. 

1843. 


I 


>^° 


REPORT. 


Treasurer's  Office,    I 

Indianapolis,  Nov.  20th,  1843.      ) 

To  His  Excellency  Samuel  Bigger, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Indiana : 

Sir — I  herewith  submit  the  annual  statement,  required  by  law, 
of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  State,  and  the  operations  of  the 
State  Loan  Office. 

Statement  A  exhibits  the  items  of  receipt  and  expenditure  between 
the  1st  November,  1842,  and  the  31st  October,  1843,  inclusive,  on  ac- 
count of  the  treasury  proper,  and  also  the  balances  on  account  of  in- 
ternal improvements,  and  the  college  and  saline  funds. 

Statement  B  exhibits  in  detail  the  items  of  receipt  and  expenditure 
on  internal  improvement  account,  and  the  statements  C  and  D  exhibit 
respectively  the  operations  of  the  college  and  saline  funds. 

The  receipts  for  revenue  of  1842  have  amounted  to  $214,833  73 — 
exhibiting  as  full  a  payment  as  was  to  have  been  expected,  and  giving 
evidence  of  the  efficiency  of  the  system  adopted  for,  and  of  the  faith- 
fulness of  the  officers  entrusted  with  this  important  branch  of  the  pub- 
lic business.  The  laws  upon  this  subject  appear  to  be  well  calculated 
to  ensure  the  due  collection  and  accounting  for,  of  the  public  revenue, 
and  if  suffered  to  remain  unchanged  until  those  who  have  to  pay  and 
those  who  receive  shall  get  to  understand  their  relative  obligations 
and  duties  more  luUy,  must  continue  to  advance  in  public  estimation. 

The  ordinary  expenses  of  the  year  have  amounted  to  ^110,638  90, 
being  less  than  was  estimated  in  my  last  report.  In  addition  $•  16,- 
077  50  has  been  paid  on  account  of  the  new  State  Prison,  which  was 
not  in  the  former  estimate.  The  difference,  however,  will  not  be  so 
very  great  when  the  printing  and  binding  for  the  Revised  Code  is  set- 
tled for,  and  the  payments  made  to  several  of  the  State  officers,  for 
their  salaries  due  the  last  quarter  not  yet  applied  for  all  of  which  it 
was  presumed  would  have  been  defrayed  within  the  year  just 
closed. 
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The  balance  remaining  in  the  Treasury  at  the  close  of  the  last  year, 
although  large  in  amount,  $601,416  58  was  of  a  description  altogeth- 
er unavailable  for  current  expenditure.  The  utmost  embarrassment 
therefore  ensued,  and  it  was  only  by  the  use  of  such  portions  of  the 
trust  funds  as  were  on  hand,  and  by  giving  certificates  and  prospect- 
ive checks  on  the  branches  of  the  State  Bank  most  convenient  to  the 
claimants,  that  the  expenses  of  the  winter  were  arranged.  These  cer- 
tificates and  checks  were  redeemed  out  of  the  first  proceeds  of  the 
sale  of  the  internal  improvement  bank  stock,  made  under  the  authori- 
ty of  an  act  of  the  last  General  Assembly.  It  has  not,  however,  been 
in  my  power,  having  due  regard  to  the  accruing  claims  upon  the  trea- 
sury, to  repay  the  trust  moneys  so  used.  It  is  hoped,  therefore,  that 
means  will  be  provided  at  the  ensuing  session  to  discharge  the  same, 
with  interest  for  the  time  they  have  been  used  by  the  State. 

The  sale  of  the  bank  stock  above  alluded  to,  amounting  to  $437,- 
450  produced  in  cash,  being  one-fifth  of  the  whole  sum,      |>87,490  00 

In  principal  and  interest  due  on  the  6  per  cent,  state 
bonds  issued  for  the  payment  of  the  foujth  instal- 
ment of  surplus  revenue.  -  -  -  264,608  00 

In  5  per  cent,  bank  treasury  notes  and  interest 

thereon,  .  -  .  .  .  85,352  00 


$437,450  00 


The  receipts  for  this  transaction  were  not  passed  between  the  Audi- 
tor's and  Treasurer's  office  until  within  the  present  month,  and  will  ap- 
pear in  the  ensuing  year's  report.  The  bonds  and  notes  received  will 
be  presented  for  the  examination  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
and  to  be  cancelled  at  the  present  session. 

By  the  act  under  which  this  sale  took  place,  a  surrender  of  indi- 
vidual stock  in  the  branches  was  authorized  to  an  amount  equal  to 
the  state  stock  so  relinquished,  and  the  Treasurer  of  State  was  asso- 
ciated with  the  president  of  the  state  bank,  in  the  duty  of  determin- 
ing the  value  of  the  stock  and  designating  the  individuals,  who  might 
avail  themselves  of  the  privilege.  The  constant  and  pressing  en- 
gagements of  my  office,  together  with  the  labor  of  assisting  in  the 
preparation  of  the  Revised  Statutes  for  the  press,  prevented  my 
visiting  the  branches,  and  making  a  personal  examination  into  the  mat- 
ters designated,  and  I  was  in  relation  thereto,  compelled  to  act  from 
such  information  as  could  be  otherwise  collected.  A  statement  on 
this  subject,  showing  the  amount  relinquished  by  individuals  in  the 
several  branches,  under  the  above  authority,  will  it  is  presumed  ap- 
pear in  the  regular  report  from  the  state  bank. 

At  the  date  of  my  last  report,  there  had  been  prepared  and  signed 
of  the  scrip  authorized  to  be  issued  for  the  continuation  of  the  Wa- 
bash and  Erie  canal,  west  of  Lafayette,  the  sum  of  <|;  196,000,  and  had 
been  paid  out  $10'2,04\   92. 
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The  amount  so  prepared  and  signed  has  since  been  increased  to 
$499,980,  and  the  amount  paid  out  within  the  present  year  has  been 
^246,899  00;  making  the  sum  paid  out  in  all  to  amount  to  ,$348,941  32, 
of  which  there  has  been  redeemed  by  tolls,  water  rents,  and  sales  of 
lands  ^92,900;  leaving  outstanding  about  ,^256,000;  a  portion 
of  this  is  now  in  the  land  office  and  will  be  paid  over,  to  be  cancel- 
led, in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  month.  It  may  be  expected,  also, 
that  the  receipts  for  tolls  from  the  1st  Nov.,  until  the  close  of  navi- 
gation will  produce  ten  or  ,^1 5,000,  and  reduce  the  amount  of  scrip 
in  circulation  to  that  extent. 

But  for  the  laudable  efforts  made  by  the  citizens,  and  by  some  of 
the  counties  interested  in  the  canal,  to  prevent  the  entire  deprecia- 
tion of  the  scrip  paid  out  for  it,  the  contractors  must  have  relinquish- 
ed the  undertaking.  Notwithstanding  these  exertions,  the  scrip  has 
only  been  worth,  throughout  the  year,  from  thirty-five  to  forty  cents 
on  the  dollar,  and  it  stands  now  at  about  the  latter  rate.  Whether 
under  these  circumstances  the  work  can  be  advanced  as  rapidly  as  is 
desirable,  may  well  be  questioned. 

So  much  has  now  been  done  on  the  extension  to  the  mouth  of  Coal 
creek,  that  it  may  easily  be  completed  in  time  for  the  fall  business  of 
next  year,  thus  adding  forty  miles  to  the  canal  and  drawing  to  the 
entire  line,  the  trade  of  an  extensive  region  of  fertile  country  and 
swelling  its  revenues  to  a  very  considerable  extent. 

Although  embarrassments  attended  the  early  navigation  of  the  ca- 
nal the  last  season,  and  extensive  breaches  afterwards  interupted  it, 
the  tolls  on  the  31st  October  had  amounted  to  forty-five  thousand 
one  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars,  and  will  most  likely  before  the 
close  of  the  season  reach  fifty-five  or  sixty  thousand  dollars.  At  least 
double  that  sum  may  reasonably  be  anticipated  for  the  ensuing  year, 
and  a  corresponding  increase  annually,  as  the  work  is  extended,  and 
the  country,  depending  on  the  canal  lor  an  outlet,  becomes  inproved 
and  cultivated  and  its  business  concentrated  upon  it. 

The  income  thus  derived,  will  in  a  few  years  redeem  all  the  pa- 
per issued  for  the  extension  of  this  work,  and  could  a  satisfactory 
pledge  be  had  for  its  permanent  application  in  that  way,  must,  espe- 
cially, if  accompanied  with  a  provision  giving  interest  on  the  notes 
as  a  compensation  for  delay  of  payment,  give  a  value  to  them  which 
would  insure  an  active  prosecution  of  the  work. 

Scrip  for  the  use  of  the  cand  east  of  Lafayette,  has  been  issued  to 
the  amount  of  fifty-eight  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-three  dol- 
lars and  twenty-four  cents  Of  the  same  description  of  scrip,  there 
has  been  registered  and  cancelled  within  the  year,  sixty-four  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventy-one  dollars  and  seventy-nine  cents  of  prin- 
cipal, and  four  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-six  dollars  and 
ninety-seven  cents  of  interest,  total  sixty-nine  thousand  six  hundred 
and  eighteen  dollars  and  seventy-six  cents. 

I  have  also  registered  and  indorsed,  since  my  last  report,  under 
the  act  providing  for  the  construction  of  the  public  works  by  com- 
panies, forty-seven  thousand  dollars  of  scrip,  for  the  use  of  the  Ma- 


dison  and  Indianapolis  rail-road  company ;  making  in  all  issued,  eighty 
thousand  dollars,  and  there  has  been  returned  to  this  office  and  re- 
gistered as  cancelled,  of  the  same  scrip,  thirty-one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty  dollars,  leaving  outstanding,  forty-eight  thousand 
one  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

Some  further  progress  has  been  made  in  closing  up  the  debts  due 
the  state  from  the  mortgagors  to  the  Lawrenceburgh  and  Indianapo- 
lis rail-road  company.  For  the  most  of  those  remaining  due  securi- 
ty was  given  for  payment  to  be  made  on  the  1st  of  J.anuary  next, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  last  winter.  Sales  were  made  of 
the  residue,  in  the  several  counties  in  which  the  lands  were  situate, 
and  the  procceeds  are  now  in  course  of  investment  in  state  bonds. 
As  soon  as  the  amount  produced  is  ascertained,  so  that  the  deficiency 
can  be  ascertained  and  assessed  upon  the  other  mortgagors,  the  whole 
will  be  closed,  and  the  amount  received  be  carried  upon  the  books  of 
the  Treasury. 

There  has  been  entered  upon  our  books,  as  received  from  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States  on  account  of  the  proceeds  of  sales 
of  public  lands,  $30,536  1 8.  The  true  sum  to  which  the  state  was 
entitled  from  this  source,  was  ^'30,278  13,  out  of  which  was  retained 
by  the  United  States,  for  interest  on  state  bonds,  $27,375  47,  leav- 
ing to  be  paid  over,  $12,902  G6,  on  which  was  obtained  a  premium 
of  $258  05  for  eastern  exchange,  which  has  been  credited  to  the 
same  account. 

The  payments  made  on  account  of  the  public  debt  have  been  as 
follows: 

Six  per  cent,  bonds  redeemed  of  the  State  Bank,         -  $264,608  00 

Interest  on  state  bonds  held  by  the  United  States,  re- 
tained out  of  proceeds  of  public  lands,         -  -        17,375  47 

Five  per  cent,  treasury  notes  redeemed  of  the  State 

Bank, -        85,254  49 

Other  treasury  notes  payable  at  the  Treasury,  and  inte- 
rest, redeemed  and  cancelled,  -  -  -      427,476  33 

$794,713  29 

To  this  I  have  not  added  the  bank  scrip  received  from  the  com- 
missioners of  the  sinking  fund  and  cancelled,  as,  to  the  amount  so 
redeemed,  the  state  will  remain  indebted  to  the  common  school  fund. 

If  the  public  debt,  as  estimated  to  exist  on  the  first  day  of  Janua- 
ry last,  was  12,129,339  dollars,  and  the  annual  interest  was  $609,289 
35,  it  will  appear  that  we  have  paid  more  than  the  interest,  by  the 
sum  of  $105,423  94;  leaving  the  entire  public  debt,  principal  and 
interest,  $12,023,915  06. 
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Our  treasury  note  circulation  may  be  stated  as  follows: 

Originally  issued  for  relief  of  contractors,        -  ^1,500,000  00 

Redeemedprior  to  November  1st,  1841,  -  -      147,70000 

1,352,300  00 
Redeemed  and  cancelled  since,  principal,         -  -      398,565  00 


953,735  00 
On  hand  to  be  cancelled,  principal,  say,  -  -      200,000  00 


753,735  00 
The  interest  on  this  sum  may  amount  to  -  -      120,000  00 


873,735  00 


The  revenue  to  be  received  within  the  present  year 

may  redeem  of  this,  in  principal  and  interest,  -      220,000  00 

Leaving  outstanding  on  the  3lst  January  next,  -  ^653,735  00 

Should  no  further  amount  be  issued  and  the  revenue  of  the  next 
year  amount  to  the  same  as  this,  the  circulation  may,  by  31st  Janua- 
ry, 1845,  be  reduced  to  450,000  dollars. 

It  is  gratifying  to  observe  that  the  credit  of  our  state  securities 
has  been  gradually  reviving  throughout  the  year.  State  bonds 
which,  at  one  time,  were  selling  at  18  cents  to  the  dollar,  may  now 
be  quoted  as  worth  39  cents;  and  the  first  issue  of  state  treasury 
notes  have  advanced  from  60  cents  to  88  cents. 

Whatever  other  causes  may  have  operated  to  produce  this  result, 
no  doubt  increasing  confidence  in  the  ability  and  determination  of 
the  state  ultimately  to  meet  these  engagements  has  had  its  due 
influence. 

The  operations  of  the  year  justify  such  a  conclusion.  An  amount  of 
state  debt  has  been  paid,  some  little  exceeding  the  accruing  interest 
on  the  public  debt;  thus  leaving  the  state  where  she  was  in  regard 
to  her  indebtedness,  while  another  year  of  comparative  prosperity 
has  added  to  her  population  and  resources.  A  large  amount  of 
individual  indebtedness  has  also  been  discharged,  and  a  great  increase 
of  ability  to  produce  has  taken  place  in  all  departments  of  individual 
industry.  The  new  avenue  for  export  recently  opened  in  the  heart 
of  the  state,  has  given  an  impetus  to  agricultural  production  in  that 
region,  which  none  could  have  anticipated,  and  which  must  continue 
to  operate  and  increase  for  years  to  come,  as  population  shall  flow 
into  the  country  and  the  canal  is  extended. 

Like  causes  are  operating  in  favor  of  those  sections  of  the  state 
depending  on  the  White  Water  canal  and  the  Madison  and  Indiana- 
polis railroad,  both  works  progressing  to  completion. 

In  addition  to  the  increased  ability  of  the  citizens  to  bear  any 
burthen  which  state  necessity  may  impose,  the  completion  of  these 
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undertakings,  by  rendering  available,  in  some  degree,  the  large  ex- 
penditilre  of  the  state  upon  them,  will  greatly  lessen  those  bur- 
thens. And  the  public  creditor,  while  he  beholds  the  revenue  de- 
rived from  the  works  in  which  his  money  was  invested,  faithfully 
applied  to  their  extension  and  increase  of  availability,  will  be  content 
to  await  the  time  when  the  state,  having  redeemed  the  currency 
now  pressing  on  her  Treasury,  with  renewed  strength  and  increased 
resources  will  be  prepared  to  meet  her  other  obligations. 

The  amount  that  will  be  required  for  the  ensuing  year's  expendi- 
ture will  be  about  $115,000  00,  and  may  be  stated  thus: 
Unaudited  and  other  claims  due  prior  to  the  31st  October,  1843,  but 

not  then  presented,  .....  $10,000  00 
Balance  due  three  per  cent,  fund,         .  .  .  8,406  33 

Balance  due  saline  fund,  ....  7,469  12 

Balance  due  estates  without  heirs,        .  .  ,  2,137  95 

Balance  due  county  seminary  fund,      .  .  .  445  40 

Public  printing,  including  that  for  the  Revised  Code,  .  10,000  00 
Distributing  laws  and  journals,  .  .  .  700  00 

Stationery,  including  the  residue  required  for  Revised 

Code,  ......  7,000  00 

General  assembly,         .....        30,000  00 

Judiciary,  ......        15,500  00 

Probate  judges,  .....  4,500  00 

Executive,        '.  •  .  .  .  .6,100  00 

Prosecuting  attorneys,  ....  1,700  00 

Militia,  .  .  .  .  .  .  2C0  00 

State  house,      ......  1,500  00 

State  library,  (including  pay  of  librarian,)        .  .  700  00 

Transporting  convicts  to  state  prison,  .  .  1,800  00 

Specific  appropriations,  ....  6,000  00 

Contingent,       ......  1,000  00 

|115,15B  90 

The  advances  that  have  been  made  towards  the  printing,  paper, 
and  binding  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  on  account  of  claims  due 
prior  to  October  31st,  but  not  audited  until  afterwards,  and  what  will 
be  paid  before  the  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly,  out  of  means 
now  in  the  Treasury  will  reduce  the  above  estimate  at  least  ^10,000. 

The  balance  remaining,  about  $105,000  will  require  to  be  provided  by 
the  enactments  of  the  ensuing  session,  the  funds  in  the  Treasury  not 
being  of  a  description  that  can  be  used  for  the  purpose.  Nor  will 
any  of  the  income  of  the  State  for  the  ensuing  year  be  available,  being 
all  receivable  in  scrip  or  treasury  notes,  and  although  the  latter  have 
advanced  much  in  value,  yet,  when  the  accumulation  of  interest  upon 
them  is  considered,  they  still  aflbrd  such  room  for  speculation  that  all 
will  most  likely  avail  themselves  of  its  advantages. 

Was  the  first  issue  of  treasury  notes  only  in  the  way,  we  might 
hope  that  after  the  amount  of  one  or  two  years'  revenue  is  abstracted 
from  the  amount  in  circulation,  that  they  would  no  longer  press  upon 
the  Treasury.     But  the   banks  hold  5  per  cent,  notes   to  an  amount 
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nearly  equal  to  that  of  the  first  issue  remaining  in  circulation,  with 
which  the  demand  for  payments  into  the  Treasury  can  be  supplied  for 
five  or  six  years  to  come,  at  the  present  rate  of  taxation,  and  which 
no  doubt  will  be  so  used,  unless  there  shall  be  held  out  a  prospect  of 
redemption  with  interest,  at  the  Treasury,  within  some  reasonable  pe- 
riod. 

Any  further  issue  of  this  treasury  paper,  and  especially  if  for  pur- 
poses of  ordinary  expenditure,  must  tend  to  its  great  depreciation,  and 
still  further  embarrass  nil  the  financial  operations  of  the  State  ;  while 
on  the  other  hand  should  such  means  be  resorted  to  for  its  apprecia- 
tion as  may  induce  the  holders  to  retain  it  from  circulation,  immedi- 
ate current  means  will  be  furnished  for  expenditure. 

The  following  statement  will  show  within  what  time  the  present 
rate  of  taxation  will  probably  redeem  the  treasury  notes  in  circulation. 
It  is  made  upon  the  supposition  that  the  proceeds  of  the  state  bank 
sinking  fund  will  not  do  more  than  keep  down  the  interest  accruing 
on  the  5  per  cent,  treasury  notes.  Such  has  been  the  result  hereto- 
fore and  it  is  not  probable  that  it  will  soon  be  otherwise. 

The  balance  of  old  issue  treasury  notes  that  will  be  outstanding 
January,  1 844,  supposed  to  be  -  -         -        $650,000 

Balance  of  5  percent,  treasury  notes  then  outstanding 

may  be  stated  at      -  '-  ...         600  000 

^1,250,000 
Interest  for  1  year  on  |650,000,  say  -  -  39,000 

1,289,000 
By  amount  of  revenue  for  1845  -  -  -       220,000 

1,069,000 
Interest  on  $469,000  one  year  -  -  -         28,000 


1 ,097,000 
By  amount  of  revenue  for  1846  -  -  -       220,000 

877,000 
Interest  on  $277,000  one  year      -        -  -  -         16,600 


893,600 
By  amount  of  revenue  for  1 847     -         -  -  -       220,000 


673,600 
Interest  on  $73,000  one  year        .         -  .  .  4,380 


677,980 
By  amount  of  revenue  for  1848  -  -  -       220,000 

457,980 


20 

Amount  brought  over,  ....       457,980 

Revenue  for  1849       .....       220,000 


237,980 
Revenue  for  1850  .....       220,000 


$17,980 

Should  the  collections  from  the  sinking  fund  be  more  active  than 
supposed,  it  is  not  likely  that  they  will  be  sufficiently  so  ns  to  hasten 
the  final  result  more  than  one  year;  and,  therefore,  we  cannot  look 
for  a  close  of  the  matter  before  the  year  1849.  Of  course,  before  that 
time,  the  quantity  of  these  notes  will  become  so  reduced  as  to  afford 
room  for  a  sufficient  amount  of  other  funds  to  reach  the  Treasury  to 
supply  current  wants;  but  it  is  not  probable  that  this  will  take 
place  for  two  or  three  years  to  come,  and  therefore  provision  should 
now  be  made  if  possible,  to  supply  the  means  for  the  public  expendi- 
ture for  that  period  of  time. 

This  statement  is  predicated  on  the  supposition  that  the  State  ex- 
penses will  be  supplied  from  other  sources,  and  leave  the  amount  ac- 
cruing from  taxation  to  be  entirely  applied  to  redemption  of  treasury 
notes.  Should  it  be  otherwise,  and  100,000  or  ,§  1 20,000  for  annual 
expenses  be  deducted,  the  time  required  for  redemption  will  be  cor- 
respondingly extended. 

A  small  appropriation  was  made  last  year  to  a  teacher  of  deaf 
mutes  which  has  been  duly  paid.  The  same  legislature  provided  a 
tax  which  w^ill  produce  about  two  thousand  dollars,  applicable  the  en- 
suing year  to  the  instruction  of  this  unfortunate  class  of  our  citizens. 
I  feel  great  satisfaction  in  being  able  to  state  that,  encouraged  by 
these  manifestations  of  interest  on  this  subject  by  the  general  assem- 
bly, a  very  competent  instructor  has  been  induced  to  open  a  school 
in  this  city,  where  he  has  already  collected  thirteen  scholars  from 
various  parts  of  the  state  to  whom  he  at  present  imparts  instruction 
gratis. 

*-  As  superintendent  of  common  schools,  an  office  created,  and  the 
duties  of  which  were  thrown  upon  this  office,  by  the  legislature  of  last 
winter,  I  am  required  to  prepare  a  book  of  forms  and  instructions  for 
the  use  of  officers  connected  with  the  public  schools.  I  am  also  re- 
quired to  submit  an  annual  report  to  the  general  assembly  con- 
taining, 

1st.  A  statement  of  the  condition  and  amount  of  all  funds  and  pro- 
perty appropriated  to  purposes  of  education. 

2d.  A  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  state  university,  and  other  in- 
corporated .colleges  and  academies  in  this  state.  The  number  of  stu- 
dents, their  age,  sex,  and  the  branches  taught. 

3d.  A  statement  of  the  condition  of  county  seminaries,  their  funds, 
expenditures,  number  of  students,  their  age,  sex,  and  branches 
taught. 

4th.  A  statement  of  the  number  and  condition  of  the  common 
schools,  both  puljlic  and  private,  in  the  state,  number  of  scholars,  their 
age,  sex,  and  the  branches  taught. 
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5th.  Estimates  and  accounts  of  expenditures  of  the  public  school 
moneys. 

6th.  Plans  for  the  management  and  improvement  of  the  common 
school  fund,  and  for  the  better  organization  of  common  schools. 

7th.  And  all  such  matters  relating  to  liis  office,  to  common  schools, 
and  the  cause  of  education  as  he  shall  deem  expedient  to  commu- 
nicate. 

The  distribution  of  the  school  law  has  been  necessarily  so  long  de- 
layed that,but  little  could  be  done  towards  organization  on  the  new 
system.  All,  therefore,  that  I  have  attempted  in  the  performance  of 
tlie  duties  designated,  has  been  to  collect  information  in  regard  to 
the  amount  and  condition  of  the  various  funds  applicable  to  the  cause 
of  education. 

I  find  that  so  many  counties  have  failed  to  make  the  necessary  set- 
tlements with  the  officers  having  charge  of  these  funds,  that  but  a  very 
imperfect  view  of  the  subject  could  now  be  presented.  There  will, 
however,  be  sufficient  materials  collected,  as  I  hope,  in  a  week  or 
two,  to  enable  me  to  furnish  something  like  a  satisfactory  statement, 
at  the  ensuing  session  of  the  general  assembly. 

The  success  of  the  common  school  system  must  depend  so  much 
upon  the  harmonious  action  of  all  concerned  in  its  operations, 
that  I  felt  reluctant  to  devise  or  establish  rules  and  forms  for  the  con- 
duct of  its  offices,  until  I  could  collect  all  the  information  afforded 
by  the  legislation  and  practice  of  other  states,  together  with  such 
as  could  be  derived  from  the  experience  and  observation  of  the  offi- 
cers connected  with  the  system  in  the  several  counties  of  this  state. 
Incessant  occupation  throughout  the  year,  has  prevented  my  giving  at- 
tention to  the  preparation  and  arrangement  of  the  materials  so  col- 
lected, nor  will  it  be  in  my  power  to  do  so  until  the  publication  of  the 
Revised  Statutes  are  completed. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  work  may  be  prepared  and  ready  for  distribu- 
tion with  the  laws  of  the  ensuing  session. 

It  is  the  design  to  embody  in  it  such  ample  forms  for  reports  from 
the  several  officers,  as  will  enable  the  superintendent,  annually,  to 
present  to  the  general  assembly,  a  complete  exhibit  of  every  thing 
that  relates  to  the  cause  of  education  and  the  transactions  connected 
with  it  during  the  year.  It  is  hoped  also,  that  such  satisfactory  reg- 
ulations may  be  established  for  the  appeal  of  litigated  questions  from 
the  county  officers  to  the  superintendent,  as  well  supersede  those 
vexatious  and  expensive  law  suits  heretofore  so  embarrassing  to  the 
system  and  disagreeable  to  all  concerned. 

Appended  will  be  found  a  report  of  the  investigation  made  of  the 
transactions  of  the  seminary  and  saline  commissioners  in  Gibson  and 
Orange  counties. 

Respectfully,  your  ob't  serv't, 

G.  H.  DUNN. 
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Statement  of  payments  made  on  account  of  contingent  fund. 

No.  1.  Paine  &  Jennings,  freight  of  arms,      -                 -  ,$'6  19 

2.  S.  S.  Wiseman,  transportation  and  freight  do.,  -  7  73 

3.  J.  Michael,  gravelling  walk — Governor's  house,      -  2  12i 

4.  J.  W.  Cook,  services  during  session,            -  -  7  50 

5.  A.  C.  Sullivan,  painting,     -             -             -  -  75 

6.  M.  Byrket,  carpenter  work,            -             -  -  2  67i 

7.  J.  Cain,  postage,                   -             -             -  -  87  21 1 

8.  Wm.  Stuck,  transportation  of  arms,             -  -  2  40 

9.  Th.  Wyatt,                 do.,                 -             -  -  6  00 

10.  A.  Foster,  transportation  of  convict,            -  -  100  00 

11.  S.  Beck,  cleaning  and  repairing  arms,          -  -  110  00 

12.  A.  Kelso,  transportation  of  arms,                 -  -  2  25 

13.  Jas.  Cochran,  collecting         do.,     -             -  -  10  374 

14.  J.  M.  Moore,  postage,         -             -             -  -  15  62| 

15.  S.  S.  Wiseman,  transportation  of  arms,      -  -  15  00 

16.  Bergen  and  Lenton,    do                 do            -  -  21  00 

18.  Lewis  Bergen,              do                  do           -  -  8  75 

19.  C.  B.  Davis,  stationery,      -             -             -  -  4  37i 

20.  J.  W.  Harryman,  transportation  of  arms,   -  -  18  00 

21.  John  Carlisle,               do         of  public  doc,  -  24  07 

22.  Wm.  F.  Slater,  Record  book,          -             -  -  4  00 

23.  S.  S.  Wiseman,  transportation  of  arms,       -  -  36  85 

24.  R.  Johnson,               do                      do          -  -  6  00 

25.  Douglass  &  Noel,  printing,               -             -  -  1 5  50 

26.  C.  B.  Davis,  paper  hanging  for  Governor's  house,  25  00 

27.  S.  B.  Lenton,  transportation  of  arms,          -  -  4  37^ 

28.  J.  Secrist,                do                  do                  -  -  5  00 

29.  U.  Gates,  repairs  of  armory,            -             -  -  3  50 

30.  C.  Peery,  transportation  of  arms,                 -  -  30  00 

31.  S.  C,  Stevens,  expense  of  procuring  arms,  -  64  25 

32.  J.  M.  Moore,  postage,         -             -             -  -  150  27^ 

33.  Wm.  Sheets  &  Co.,  transportation  of  arms,  -  7  50 

34.  R.  R.  Underbill,  map  of  Indianapolis,          -  -  0  75 

35.  M.  T.  Miller,  Counterfeit  Detector,            -  -  6  00 

36.  S.  Goodman,              do             do                  -  -  1   50 

37.  M.  T.  Miller,              do             do                 -  -  1   50 

38.  W.  R.  Davis,  repairing  public  arms,             -  -  7  00 

39.  Wm.  Sheets,  transportation  of  public  documents,  4  00 

40.  J.  P.  Chapman,  printing  circulars,               -  -  12  00 

41.  M.  Byrket,  repairs  on  Governor's  house,  -  5  87i 

42.  G.  T.  Bostwick,  storage  of  arms,                 -  -  38  40 

43.  Madison  and  Indianapolis  rail-road,  freight,  -  2  18 

44.  Paine  &  Jennings,  expense  of  public  documents,  52  20 

45.  Madison  and  Indianapolis  rail-road,  freight  do  -  4  66 

46.  Theo.  Johnson,  transportation  do                 -  -  2  60 
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41.   S.  P.  Elder,  repairs  on  Governor's  house,   -  -  3  25 

48.  J.  M.  Moore,  postage,          .             .             .  .  |28  68* 

49.  S.  C.  Stevens,  professional  services,             -  -  100  00 

50.  J.  Bridges,  transportation  of  arms,               -  -  13  31 

51.  E.Murray  and  D.  Seiglar,  expense  of  selecting  lands,  200  00 

52.  J.  M.  Moore,  postage,"        -             -             -  -  140  17 

53.  Th.  Wyatt,  transporting  arms,       -             -  -  10  00 

54.  Geo.  E.  Tmgle,  do.             do           -             -  -  4  00 

55.  A.  W.  Russell  &  Co.,  rent  of  room  for  do  -  17  37^ 

56.  J.  M.  Moore,  postage,                     -             -  -  177  4U 

|1,737  15 


INDIANAPOLIS,  Oct.  3Ui,  1043. 

George  H.    Dunn, 

Treasurer  of  State: 

Sir:  Since  my  report  to  you,  (to  be  found  on  page  eighteen  of 
your  annual  report  to  the  last  general  assembly,)  I  have  completed 
the  examinations  of  the  office  of  the  commissioners  of  seminary 
lands  in  Gibson  county,  and  that  of  the  commissioner  of  saline  lands 
in  Orange  county. 

The  commissioner  of  Gibson  lands,  Mr.  James  Smith,  has  had  the 
receiving  and  disbursing,  without  a  check,  from  1827  until  this  time, 
of  all  the  moneys  derived  from  that  township;  and  I  am  gratified  in 
being  able  to  say,  that,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  small  errors, 
mostly  against  himself,  I  have  found  his  books  and  accounts  correct. 
Jlis  books,  though  few  and  arranged  in  his  own  manner,  were  intelli- 
gible and  well  kept.  The  same  remark  is  due  to  the  commissioner 
of  the  saline  lands  in  Orange  county,  Mr.  Andrew  Wilson,  who  has 
had  the  like  uncontrolled  management  of  the  receipts  of  those  lands 
since  1834. 

I  have  compared  with  the  books  of  both  officers  their  reports  for- 
warded from  year  to  year  to  the  superintendent  of  the  loan  office, 
and  found  them  correct.  This  much  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  say  in 
justice  to  two  old  officers  who  have  proved  themselves  faithful  to  the 
important  trusts  confided  to  them,  almost  without  check  or  restraint. 

For  each  of  those  offices,  new  and  complete  books  have  been 
made  out  and  furnished,  the  entries  being  made  in  each  from  the 
first  sales  up  to  this  date.  Those  for  the  saline  lands,  by  virtue  of 
the  laws  of  last  session,  were  delivered  to  the  auditor  of  Orange 
county,  thereby  closing  the  agency  of  Mr.  Wilson.  The  books  fur- 
nished each  are  a  Tract  book  and  map.  Register  of  Sales,  Register 
of  Instalments  of  Principal  and  Interest  annually  paid  by  pur- 
chasers, and  Register  of  Final  Certificates  granted  to  purchasers 
upon  making  full  payment.  With  the  commissioner  of  Gibson 
lands.  Registers  of  Receipts  and  Disbursements  were  also  opened. 
These  registers  were  not  left  with  the  auditor  of  Orange  county,  as 
under  the  instruction  of  the  Auditor  of  State,  he  was  directed  to 
keep  the  receipts  and  disbursements  on  account  of  the  saline  fund  in 
his  ordinary  Register  of  Receipts  and  Warrants,  which  will,  no 
doubt,  greatly  simplify  his  accounts  and  lessen  the  number  of  books 
to  be  kept.  In  comparing  the  recorder's  certificates  of  final  pay- 
ments, in  both  counties,  with  the  Registers  of  Instalments  and  Tract 
books,  a  few  errors  were  discovered  in  both  counties  in  the  descrip- 
tions of  the  tract  paid  for;  these  are  all  in  a  train  of  correction. 
With  this  report  I  have  made  out  and,  agreeably  to  your  orders  and 
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the  law  of  last  session  of  the  general  assembly,  filed  a  duplicate  set 
of  books  of  the  two  offices  with  the  Auditor  of  State,  as,  under  the 
new  law",  the  Auditor  of  State  will  constitute  a  check  upon  the  com- 
missioner of  Gibson  and  the  county  auditor  and  treasurer  of  Orange 
county  in  relation  to  these  funds. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  total  amount  received  and  dis- 
bursed by  James  Smith,  commissioner  of  Gibson  seminary  township, 
from  September  1838,  to  Nov.  1st,  1842: 


RECEIPTS. 

' 

Year. 

P7nnc', 

ipal. 

Interest. 

Total. 

1827 

- 

. 

. 

|2,280 

47 

$287 

65  i 

|2,568   124 

1828 

- 

- 

- 

2,615 

3U 

332 

93 

2,948  24  4 

1829 

. 

- 

- 

1,639 

651 

295 

44i 

1,935   104 

1830 

- 

- 

- 

1,020 

07 

452 

4U 

1,472  484 

1831 

. 

- 

- 

2,259 

30 

597 

44 

2,856  74 

1832 

- 

- 

- 

624 

22 

525 

23 

1,149  45 

1833 

- 

- 

- 

763 

93 

977 

89 

1,741    82 

1833 

Interest 

omi 

itted 

6 

48 

6  48 

11,202 

96 

3,475 

48:} 

14,678  444 

1827 

Rents  received 

by 

commissioner,  - 

62  00 

1834 

To   16 

months' 

interest  on 

S2, 

,032 

05, 

the  balance 

due 

prior  to  1834, 

- 

162 

5& 

162  56 

1834 

- 

- 

- 

423 

68 

617 

62 

1,041    30 

1833 

- 

- 

- 

558 

60 

561 

75 

1,120  35 

1836 

- 

- 

- 

783 

25 

596 

72i 

1,379  974 

1837 

- 

- 

- 

449 

68  J 

559 

281 

1,008  97  4 

1838 

- 

- 

- 

60 

00 

505 

bQi 

565  564 

1839 

- 

- 

- 

316 

00 

509 

604 

825  604 

1840 

- 

- 

- 

817 

97i 

574 

231 

1,392  214 

1841 

- 

- 

- 

207 

75 

410 

804 

618  554 

1842 

- 

- 

- 

532 

00 

518 

101 

1,050   101 

Total, 


-    |15,351    904       |8,491    734    |23,905  63i 
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EXPENDITURES. 


The  amount  pniJ  into  the  State  Treasury  from  1827,  the 
commencement  of  the  term  of  service  of  Jas.  Smith, 
up  to,  and  including  1834,  -  -  -  1-2,337  24 

The  amount  paid  for  advertising  to  that  period,        -  1   00 

The  amount  of  commission  on  ,'?;  12,337   24,  aUow^ed  by 

treasurer  in  1834  at  3  per  cent.,  -  -  -  370   15 

The  amount  paid  into  State  Treasury  during  1835,  -  4,484  50 

The  amount  of  commission  on  $4,484  50,  at  3  per  cent.  134  53 

The  amount  paid  into  the  Treasury  from   1835  to   1842, 

both  inclusive,       -----  6,518  86 

The  amount  of  commission  on  ,'^'1,379  97,  not  before  re- 
tained,      -  -  -  -  -  -  41   39 

The  amount  of  money  paid  to  ngent  to  close  the  account 

up  to  and  including  1842,  ...  17  962 

Total  expenditures  by  commissioner,     -  -         ^'23,905  63i 

The  total  value  cf  the  seminary  township  in  Gibson  county  inay  be 
estimated  as  follows: 

The  amount  of  principal  received  from  purchasers,  from 

first  sale  in  1827  to  the  close  of  1842,       -  -         ,$'15,351   904^ 

The  amount  of  interest  received  from  purchasers  on  bal- 
ance of  jn'incipal  due  from  1827  to  1842,  inclusive,  8,491    73-1 

The  amount  of  rents  received  previous  to  sale,        -  62  00 

Toted  received,  23,905  63i 

The  balance  of  principal  due  from  purchasers  at  close  of 

1842,         ------  7,627   94 

The  amH  sold  by  the  trustees  of  Vincennes  university  being 
26  quarter  sections,  containing  4,166  acres,  the  amount 
received  for  which  is  unknown,  there  being  no  books 
in  the  commissioner's  office  in  relation  thereto,  but  the 
books,  if  not  lost  or  destroyed,  are  still  in  the  hands  of 
the  trustees  of  Vincennes  university. 

The  amount  received  by  Wilson,  Neely,  and  Smith,  com- 
missioners under  the  act  of  1827,  and  accounted  for  by 
them  to  the  State  Treasury,  being  489  acres,  the  princi- 
pal of  which  amounted  to  ,'^^•2,224  80,  and  the  interest 
annually  paid  on  the  balance  by  the  purchasers,  |)147  16 
making'in  all,         -  ...  -  2,371   96 

The  value  of  two  and  a  half  sections  or  1,584  75  acres, 
remaining  unsold  up  to  close  of  1842,  is  estimated  by 
the  commissioners  not  to  exceed  -  -  792  00 
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Making  the  total  value  of  the  township,  exclusive  of  the 
26  quarter  sections  sold  in  1803  for  Vincennes  univer- 
sity,   $34,697  53 

The  whole  number  of  acres  in  the  township  may  be  set  down  as 

follows,  viz: 

Quantity  sold  by  act  of  1803  for  Vincennes  university, 
no  record  of  which  is  in  any  of  the  public  offices  of 
the  state,  acres,     -----  4,166 

Quantity  sold  by  Wilson,  Neely,  and  Smith,  under  act  of 

1827,  acres,  -  -     '        -  -  -  48D 

Quantity  sold  by  James  Smith  from  1827  to  1842,  inclu- 
sive, acres,  -----  16,84595 

The  quantity  remaining  unsold,  Nov.  1st,  1842,  acres,  1,584  75 

Whole  number  of  acres  in  township,  -  -  23,085  70 


SALINE  FUND. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  by 
Andrew  Wilson,  commissioner  of  the  saline  lands  in  Orange  county, 
from  the  first  sale  in  1834,  to  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service, 
and  the  abolishing  of  the  office  of  commissioner  and  transfer  of  the 
books,  papers,  &c.,  to  county  auditor  of  Orange  county,  Nov.  1st, 
1843,  viz: 

JIECEIPTS. 

The  amount  received  by  commissioner  for  principal  from 

purchasers  of  saline  lands  from  1834  to  Nov.  1st,  1842,  $13,233  761 

The  amount  of  interest  received  during  same  period,  for 

balance  of  purchase  money  due  from  purchasers,  5,707  594 

The  amount  of  rents  received  and  reported  previous  to 

1834,  -  -  -  -  -  -  158  00 


Total,  1 19,099  36 


EXPENniTUllKS. 


The  amount  paid  by  commissioner,  A.  Wilson,  for  rents 

received  prior  to  sale  in  1834,  to  State  Treasurer,  $'158  00 

The  amount  paid  into  the  State  Treasury  by  commission- 
er from  1834  to  Nov.  1st  1842,     -  '-  -  17,746  09i 

The  amount  of  commission  allowed  on  $'3,809  87i  at  2 

per  cent.,  .  .  -  -  .  73  38i 

The  amount  of  commission  allowed  on  $8,397  09!,  at  4 

[)cr  cent.,  ....  -  335  87J 
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The  amount  allowed  as  commission  on  ,$6,625  01,  at  six 

percent.,  .....  397  30 

The  amount  paid  to  appraisers   of  land  in  1834,  as  per 

their  receipt,  ...  -  -  32  00 

The  balance  in  commissioner's  hands,  -  -  351   50i 


Total  expenditures  including  balance  on  hand,  $19,099  36 

TOTAL    VALUE    OF    SALINE    FUND. 

The  total  amount  received  from  saline  township  in  Orange  county, 
including  the  balance  yet  owing  by  purchasers,  and   the  eslbnated 
value  of  lands  yet  unsold,  may  be  stated  as  follows: 
The  amount  received  of  principal  from  purchasers  up  to 

Nov.  1st,  1843,       -----         $'13,233761 
The  amount  of  interest  paid  by  purchasers  on  the  re- 
mainder of  purchase  money  up  to  Nov.  1st,  1843,  5,707  5d^ 
The  amount  of  rents  to  same  period,             -             -  158  00 
The  balance  due  from  purchasers  up  to  Nov.  1st,  1843,        4,582  52 
The  estimated  value  of  the  land  unsold,  3,487  25  acres  at 

75  cents  per  acre,  -  -  -  .  2,615  43 

Total  value  of  township  in  Orange  county.  $26,297  31 

The  whole  number  of  acres  in  the  saline  townships  is  as  fol- 
lows, viz: 

Quantity  sold  up  to  Nov.  1st  1843.  Acres,             19,062  05 

Quantity  unsold  up  to  same  period,  -  -             -               3,487   25 

Total  of  acres  in  saline  township  in  Orange  county,  22,549  30 
Add  to  this  the  number  of  acres  of  saline  lands  in  Mon- 
roe and  Brown  counties,  reported  to  you  in  my  first  re- 
port, (Oct.  31st,  1842,)  known  as  Jackson's  Lick,  sec. 
31,  township  No.  9,  N.,  range  No.  2  east,  and  N.  E. 
qr.  of  sec.  14,  town  7,  N.,  range  2,  west,  -  815  00 

Add,  also,  the  number  of  acres  of  saline  lands  in  Washing- 
ton county,  known  as  Rice's  Lick  on  section  15,  town- 
ship 2  N.,  range  4  east,  and  section  28,  township  3,  N., 
range  4  east,  -  -  -  -  -  1,280  00 

Making  the   quantity  of  saline  lands  granted  to  the 

State.  ....     Acres,  24,644  30 

SALINE    LANPS    IN    WASHINGTON. 

These  are  sections  28,  township  No.  3,  north,  of  range  No.  4  E., 
and  section  15,  township  No.  2,  north,  of  range  No.  4,  east,  contain- 
ing 640  acres  each;  all  of  which  were  sold  in  1835. 
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The  amount  of  these  sales  as  reported  by  county  auditor 

is,  ......  |7,596  00 

The  amount  of  principal   paid  up  to  time  of  transfer  of 

commissioner's  oflice  to  county  auditor,    -  -  ^4,731    89 

The  amount  of  interest  received  during  the  same  period,       2,141   81 

Total,  |6,873  70 

The  amount  paid  into  State  Treasury  by  com- 
missioner, ....       ^5,771   25 

The  amount  of  his  commisson  on   $"6,873  70, 

at  4  per  cent.,  .  -  -  -  274  94 

6,046   19 

Leaving  in  the  hands  of  the  commissioner  at  the  expira 

tion  of  his  term  of  office,  -  -  -  $827  51 

This  balance,  it  is  believed  by  the  auditor  of  the  county,  will  be 

promptly  paid. 

SALINE    LANDS    IN    MONROE    AND    BROWN. 

The  books  of  the  commissioner  of  these  lands  were  examined  du- 
ring the  last  year,  but  omitted  to  be  reported  until  the  close  of  the 
examinations  of  those  of  Orange  and  Washington. 
The  amount  for  which  these  lands  sold,  (and  all  are  sold,)  is    $1,506  50 


The  amount  of  principal  paid  up  to  time  of  examination,        $531   50 
The  amount  of  interest  paid  up  to  that  time  on   remain- 
ing balance  by  purchasers,  ...  36O  60 


Total  of  receipts,  $892   10 

This  sum  has  been  faithfully  accounted  for  by  the    commissioner. 

SUMMARY. 

The  whole  avails  of  the   seminary  township  in  Gibson 

county.     ......  $34,697  53 

The  whole  avails  of  the  seminary  township  in  Monroe 
county,  (exclusive  of  "college  sections,")  as  reported 
last  year,  .  .  ,  .  .  39,713  06 

The  avails  of  the  four  college  sections  in  Monroe,  as  report- 
ed last  year,  .....  33,568  72 

The  estimated  value  of  the  unsold  lands   in   Monroe,  41 

acres,  is  .....  70  00 


Total  value  of  the  two  seminary  townships,  $108,049  31 
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SUMMARY    OF    THE    VALUE    OF    THE    SALINE    LANDS. 

The  whole  value  of  saline  township  in  Orange  county,     $2G,297  31 

The  value  of  saline  lands  in  Brown  and  iJonroe  counties, 

as  ascertained  last  year,    -  -  -  -  1,867   10 

The  amount  of  principal  received  from  purchasers  of  sa- 
line lands  in  Washington  county  up  to  transfer  of  of- 
fice to  auditor  of  the  county,         .  .  .  4,731    89 

The  amount  of  interest  received  from  purchasers  of  sa- 
line lands  in  Washington  county  up  to  transfer  of  the 
office  to  the  auditor  of  the  county,  .  .  2,141    81 

The  balance  due  from  purchasers  of  saline  lands  in  Wash- 
ington county  up  to  transfer  of  commissioner's  office 
to  county  auditor,  ....  2,864   11 


Total,  $37,902  22 

It  is  not  improbable  that  several  tracts  of  land  in  Oi'ange  county, 
upon  which  the  one-fourth  of  the  principal  is  paid,  will  l)c  forfeited. 
It  certainly  will  be  hazardous  to  say  the  least  of  it,  to  allow  the 
amount  pnid  to  be  refunded  to  the  purchaser  and  placed  on  other 
tracts.  Many  tracts  were  no  doubt  purchased  for  the  timber,  the 
land  being  broken,  and  having  been  sti'ipped  of  the  most  valuable  tim- 
ber would  be  comparatively  valueless.  Besides,  a  precedent  of  tliis 
kind  in  regard  to  these  lands  would  most  probably  be  plead  as  a 
ground  for  the  adoption  of  a  similar  act  of  relief  to  our  Wabash  and 
Erie  canal  land  purchasers  ;  and  this  would  result,  under  any  proba- 
ble system  of  r'efunding,  in  much  confusion  in  the  accounts  as  now 
kept  by  the  officers  having  charge  of  these  lands,  and  in  most  in- 
stances of  injury  to  the  State. 

This  report,  in  connection  with  that  of  October  31st,  1  842,  will,  it  is 
believed,  afford  all  the  information  desirable  in  relation  to  our  saline 
and  seminary  or  university  lands.  Entire  new  and  complete  books 
having  been  furnished,  and  the  accounts  from  the  organization  of  the 
respective  offices  having  been  opened  and  brouglit  up,  it  is  not  prob- 
able, under  the  present  system  of  checks,  that  they  will  ever  need  a 
similar  examination.  Hoping  that  what  has  been  done  fully  meets  the 
design  of  the  General  Assembly  in  directing  this  examination,  I  am 
respectfully,  Your  obedient  servant, 

AUSTIN  W.  MORRIS,  Agent. 
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REPORT. 


STATE  OF  INDIANA, 

Auditor  of  State's  Office, 
Indianapolis^  Nov.  11,1 843. 


To  the  Governor: 


The  Auditor  of  State,  in  obedience  to  the  provisions  of  "  An  act 
relative  to  officers  of  State,"  approved  January  25th,  1841,  has  the 
honor  to  submit  to  the  Governor,  the  following 

REPORT. 

The  several  funds  belonging  to  this  State,  an  account  of  which  is 
embraced  in  this  report,  with  such  remarks  as  have  suggested  them- 
selves to  my  mind  as  worthy  of  your  consideration,  are  as  follows: 

1.  The  General  Fund. 

2.  The  University  Fund. 

3.  The  Saline  Fund. 

4.  The  Bank  Tax  Fund. 

5.  The  County  Seminary  Fund. 

6.  The  Surplus  Revenue  Fund. 

7.  The  Congressional  Township  Fund. 

8.  The  Three  per  cent.  Fund. 

9.  The  Common  School  Fund,  created  by  bank  profits. 

10.  The  Indianapolis  Fund. 

11.  The  Treasury  Fund. 

12.  The  Estates  without  Heirs,  Fund  of. 

13.  The  Internal  Improvement  Fund. 

14.  The  Lands  belonging  to  the  University. 

1 5.  The  Lands  belonging  to  Common  Schools. 

16.  The  Wabash  and  Erie  Canal  Lands,  east  of  Tippecanoe 

river. 

17.  The  Wabash  and  Erie  Canal  Lands  west  of  Tippecanoe 

river. 
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No.  1.     GENERAL  REVENUE. 

The  amount  of  revenue  remaining  in  the  Treasury,  pro- 
vided all  warrants  audited  up  to  31st  October,  1842, 
were  paid,  -  -  -  .  -  -    $600,460  00 

1.  The  amount  of  revenue  collected  and  paid  by  trea- 

surers, the  year  ending  Oct.  31st,  1843,  -      213,716  66 

2.  The  amount  of  arrears  of  taxes,  1837,       -  -  26  27 

3.  "  "  "        1839,       -  -  54  81 

4.  a  "  "        1840,       -  -  269  28 

5.  «  «  "        1841,       -  -         10,865  45 

6.  The  amount  paid  bv  purchasers  of  lots  in  Indian- 

apolis,   -  -  -  -     .         -         .    -  "^62  50 

7.  The  amount  paid  by  administrators  of  estates  with- 

out known  heirs,  ...  -  G20  32 

8.  The  amount  paid  of  incidental  receipts,    -  -  111   21 

9.  The  amount  of  treasury  loans  refunded,  -  247  54 

10.  The  amount  paid  of  interest  on  treasury  loans,     -  369  25 

11.  The  amount  paid  of  common  school  fund  derived 

from  bank  dividends,      -  -  -  -        59,243  44 

12.  The  amount  collected  and  paid  as  delinquent  taxes 

of  1841, 15,683  34 

13.  The  amount  received  on  account  of  state  library,  105  00 

14.  The  amount  collected  and  paid  as  delinquent  taxes 

of  1842,  --■■.■  ^'^^^  ^^ 

15.  The  amount  of  proceeds  of  sales  of  public  lands 

to  Indiana, 30,536   18 

16.  The  amount  of  interest  paid  on  loans  of  Indianapo- 

lis  fund,  .....  50  00 

17.  Refunded  by  borrowers  of  university  fund,  -  6,572  39 

18.  Paid  by    borrowers  of  university  fund  as    interest 

on  loans,  -  -  -  -  -  4,118  72 

19.  Of  damages  on  sales  of  lands   mortgaged  to  univer- 

sity fund,  169  30 

20.  Of  cost  of  advertising  sales  of  land  mortgaged  to 

university  fund,  -  -  -  -  35  00 

21.  Of  sales  of    lands  mortgaged  to    university  fund,  3,127  56 

22.  Paid  by  commissioners  of    university    townships 

of  Gibson  and  Monroe,  -  -  -  1,465   14 

23.  Refunded  by  borrowers  of  saline  fund,      -  -  1,440  90 

24.  Paid   by  borrowers  of  saline  fund  as  interest   on 

loans,     ..----  2,338  53 

25.  Paid  by  commissioners  of  saline  lands,       -  -  1,058   17 

26.  Of  forleitcd    lands  mortgaged  to  saline  fund,    sold 

on  credit,  -         ^  •  -  -  -  1,421   07 
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27.  Of  cost  of  advertising  sales  of  lands  mortgaged  to 

saline   fund,        -  -  -  -  -  8  75 

28.  Received  on  account  of  Internal   Improvements,      134,731   70 


Total,      -  -  -  -  $1,090,725  55 


GENERAL  DISBURSEMENTS. 

By  audited  warrants  drawn  on  the  Treasury,  from  1st  of  November, 
1842,  to  31st  of  October,   1843,       '         -  |720,579  61 


ITEMS    OF    EXPENrdTUllK. 

1.  Militia  fines  distributed,          ....  .CjSS  00 

2.  Salaries  of  executive  officers,             -              -             -  5,550  00 

3.  Electors,  &c.  of  presidential  election,           -             -  3  00 

4.  Estates  without  known  heirs,             -             -             -  15  00 

5.  Supreme  and  circuit  judges,  (judiciary,)      -             -  20,464  21 

6.  Adjutant  and  quarter  master  generals,            -             -  225  00 

7.  Moneys  refunded,      -             -"            -             -             -  28   12 

8.  Salaries  of  prosecuting  attorneys,      -             -             -  1,744   88 

9.  Public  printing  and  distributing  laws,             -             -  5,120  52 

10.  Probate  judge's,          .....  4,671   00 

11.  Revenue  of  1838  refunded  to  collectors,         -             -  29  45 

12.  Indiana  state  prison,  (old  prison,)     -             -             -  1,076  87 

13.  Specific  appropriations,           ....  4,815  99 

14.  Seat  of  government,               -             -             -             -  28  00 

15.  State  library,              .....  456  24 

16.  Expenses  of  state  university,             -             -             -  1,076  07 

17.  Expenses  of  saline  fund,         -             -             -             -  120  35 

18.  Expenses  and  repairs  of  state  house,             -             -  6C0   10 

19.  Wolf  scalp  certificates,          -             -              -             -  4  00 

20.  Internal  improvements,          ....  14,403  50 

21.  Revenue  of  1839  refunded  to  collectors,        -             -  51    82 

22.  Expenses  of  treasury  notes,                -             -             -  120   17 

23.  Treasury  notes  redeemed  and  cancelled,       -             -  398,565  00 

24.  Interest  on  treasury  notes  redeemed  and  cancelled,  28,910  33 

25.  Five  per  cent,  bank  scrip  redeemed  and  cancelled,  46,350  00 

26.  Interest  on  five  per  cent,  bank  scrip  redeemed  and 

cancelled,                -             -             -             -             -  315  76 

27.  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  scrip,  east  of  Tippecanoe, 

redeemed  and  cancelled,                 ...  64,871    79 

28.  Interest  on  W.  &  E.  canal  scrip  cast  of  Tippecanoe 

cancelled,               .....  4,746  97 

29.  Wabash  and  Ei'ie  canal  scrip  west  of  Tippecnnoe 

redeemed  and  cancelled,    ....  29,255  00 

30.  Expenses  of  treasury  fund,                  -              -              -  25  62 
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31.  Expenses  of  congressional  township  fund,     - 

32.  Expenses  of  Indianapolis  fund,  ... 

33.  Revenue  of  1840  refunded, 

34.  Stationary  for  state,  .... 

35.  Revenue  of  1841  refunded,  _  .  . 

36.  Expenses  of  Governor's  house,  .  -  . 

37.  Delinquent  taxes,  1841,  refunded,      -  .  - 

38.  Indiana  legislature,  .... 

39.  New  state  prison,       .  .  -  -  - 

40.  Salaries  of  professors  in  state  university, 

41.  Revenue  of  1842  refunded,  ... 

42.  Delinquent  taxes,  1842,  refunded,      -  -  - 

43.  Expenses  of  deaf  and  dumb, 

44.  Expenses  of  surplus  revenue  fund, 

45.  Expenses  of  bank  tax  fund,  .  .  . 

46.  Incidental  receipts  refunded,  ... 

47.  Loans  of  state  university  fund,  .  .  - 

48.  Lands  mortgaged    to  state  university   fund,  not  sold 

for  want  of  bidders,  .  .  .  . 

49.  Damages  on    sales  of  lands  mortgaged  to  state  uni- 

versity fund,  -  -  -  -  - 

50.  Loans  of  saline  fund,  .... 

51.  Damages   on    sales    of  lands   mortgaged   to   saline 

fund,  ..-.-- 

52.  Expenses  of  contingent  fund. 

Total  audited  within  the  year  ending  Oct.  31st,  1843,  ,$720,579  61 

The  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  31st  Oct.,  provided  all 

warrants  audited  are  paid,         ...  370,145  94 

^1,090,725  55 
To   which   should   be   added  the  following  warrants, 
outstanding  October  31st,  1843,  viz.: 

No.  6332.  Revenue  of  1841,  &  Nos.         |21   81 
No.  6516.  Specific,      -  -  -       180  00 
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Outstanding  niarrants — Internal  Improvements. 


Warrants  issued  and  out  standing  fur  construction  of  Madison  and 
Indianapolis  Ilaihoad,  viz: 

Warrants  No.  94  to  364,  -  -  $24,992  82 

Warrants  No.  365  to  388,  -  -  1,179   86 

Warrant  No.   419,     -  -  -  38  22 

Warrants  No.  431  to  459,  -  -  3,500  00 

Warrants  No.  462  to  468,  -  -  345  40 

Warrants  No.  469  to  480.  -  -  756  25 
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Warrants  No.  487  to  523,      - 
Warrants  No.  524  to  546,      - 
Warrants  No.  548  to  566,      - 
Warrants  No.  567  to  585,      - 
Warrants  No.  587  to  609,      - 
Warrants  No.  610  to  646,      - 
Warrants  No.  648  to  652,      - 
Warrants  No.  653  to  694,      - 
Warrants  No.  695  to  805,      - 
Warrants  No.  811  to  821,      - 
Warrants  No.  822  to  905,      - 
Warrants  No.  906  to  920,      - 
Warrants  No.  922  to  947,      - 
Warrants  No.  948  to  1030,    - 
Warrants  No.  1031  to  1069, 
Warrants  No.  1071  to  1114, 
Warrants  No.  1115  to  1155, 
Warrants  No.  1 160  to  1 198, 
Warrants  No.  1199  to  1236, 
Warrants  No.  1257  to  1338, 
Warrants  No.  1342  to  1428, 
Warrants  No.  1444  to  1492, 

Warrants  issued  and  outstanding  for  damage  to  right 
of  way  of  White  Water  canal: 

Warrants  Nos.  390  to  407,     -  -  853  32 
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Warrants  issued  and  outstanding  for  construction  of 
Eel  River  cross-cut  canal: 
Warrants  Nos.  1237  to  1256,  -  1,870  00 


Warrants  issued  and  outstanding  for  damages  to  right 
of  way  of  Eel  River  cross-cut  canal: 

Warrants  No.  416,  and  Nos.  420  to  424,        853  89 


Warrant  issued  and  outstanding  on   account  of  inci- 
dental expenses  of  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  east  of 
Tippecanoe: 
Warrant  No.  1432,     -  -  -  6  00 


Total  amount  outstanding  warrants  internal   improve- 
ment, -----        94,347  96 


90,764   75 


853  32 


,870  00 


853  89 


6   00 


Actual  amount  in  the  Treasury,  Nov.  1st,  1843,  |464,695  71 
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UNEXrKNPEO    BALANCES. 


Public  printing,          - $15,409  48 

Stationary  for  state,                ...             -  1,098  62 

Indiana  legislature,                  '             '             .'             "  1,331   33 

Indiana  state  prison,  (transportation  of  convicts,)       -  803   13 

Specific  appropriations,          .             ,             -             -  6,073  63 

Contingent  fund  for  Governor,          -             -             -  629  84 

State  House, 2,400  00 

Total,  $27,746  03 


APPROPRIATIONS    OVERDRAWN. 

Prosecuting  attorneys,           .             .             -             .  $436  66 

Executive  officers,  -----  1,699  81 

Supreme  and  ciruit  judges,                 -             -             -  12,842  80 

Probate  judges,         -----  171  00 

Adjutant  and  quarter  master  generals,           -             -  51   60 

Indiana  state  library,            -             -             -             -  260  14 

Total,  |15,462  01 

APPROPRIATIONS    FOR    ORDINARY    EXPENSES    OF    1843. 

There  will  be  needed  for  the  ordinary  expenditures  of  1844,  and 
to  cover  appropriations  overdrawn  during  1843,  as  follow^s: 

1.  For  public  printing  and  distribution  of  laws,         -  $8,000  00 

2.  For  stationary  for  offices  and  public  printing,      -  5,000  00 

3.  For  Indiana  legislature,                 -             -             -  30,000  00 

4.  For  Executive  officers,     -             -             -             -  7,800  00 

5.  For  prosecutinsc  attorneys,            -             -             -  2,100  00 

6.  For  judiciary,  ^       -        '-             -             -             -  30,850  00 

7.  For  probate  judges,          -             .             .             -  4,700  00 

8.  For  adjutant  and  quarter  master  generals,           -  250  00 

9.  For  expenses  of  state  house,  including  repairs,  600  00 

10.  For  annual  appropriation  to  state   library,  including 

librarian's  salary,         .             -             .             -  1,000  00 

11.  For  transporting  convicts  to  state  prison,            -  1,000  00 

12.  For  new  state  prison,     -             -             -             -  10,000  00 

1 3.  For  specific  appropriations,         -             .             .  500  00 

14.  For  contingent  expenses  of  Governor,                 -  1,000  00 

Total,  $102,800  00 
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There  will  be  needed  for  ordinary  expenditures  accruing  within 
the  year  1844,  alone,  as  follows: 

1.  For  public  printing  and  distribution  of  laws, 

2.  For  stationary  for  public  offices  and  printing, 

3.  For  Indiana  legislature,         -         - 

4.  For  executive  officers,  -         - 

5.  For  prosecuting  attorneys, 

6.  For  salaries  of  supreme  and  circuit  judges, 

7.  For  probate  judges,  .  .  - 

8.  For  adjutant  and  quarter  master  generals, 

9.  For  expenses  of  State  House,  including  repairs, 

10.  For  state  library  and  salary  of  librarian, 

11.  For  transporting  convicts  to  state  prison, 

12.  For  new  state  prison,        .  -  . 

13.  For  specific  appropriations, 

14.  For  contingent  expenses  of  Governor, 

Total, 

OLD  STATE   PRISON. 

The  total  amount  paid  for  all  buildings  up  to  Nov.  1st 

1842, -     $33,919  96 

The  total  amount   paid  for  salaries  of  agents   during 

the  same  period,         -  -  -  -  -  1,971   00 

The  amount  paid  to  annual  visiters  up  to  same  period,  400  00 

The   amount   paid   for   transportation    of  convicts  to 

same  period,  .  .  .  -  -        17,784  93 

Total  to  Nov.   1st  1842,  -  -  -  -     $54,075  89 

The  amount  paid  for  transportation  of  convicts  during 

the  year  ending  Nov.  1st,  1843,         -  -  .  1,076  87 

Total  cost  and  expenses  of  old  state  prison     -  -     $55,152  76 

The  amount  received  for  rents  up  to  Nov.  1,  1843,      -        21,725  00 

Leaving  a  balance  due  to  general  fund  of         -  -     $34,427  76 


NEW  STATE  PRISON. 

The  amount  paid  towards  the  erection  of  the  new  state 
prison  and  grounds  purchased  therefor,  during  the 
year  ending  Nov.  1st  1843,  -  -  -  -     $16,077  5C 
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A  STATEMENT 


Showing  the  means  and  Uahiliiies  of  the  old  state  prison  under  the  su- 
perintendence  of   Messrs.    Pratt   and   31cDougal,  as   reported  by 
William  F.  Collum,  state  clerk  of  the  prison.  froj7i  May  1,  1842, 
to  May  1,  1043. 

REPORT  3— FROM  MAY  1,  TO  NOVEMBER  1,  1842. 

LIABILITIES. 

The  amount  owing  to  Pratt  and  McDougal  by  the  prison  up  to  Nov. 

1st,  1842,       -  -  -  -  *-  -       $5,617  49 

The   amount   owing  to  sundry  other  creditors  up  to 

same  period,  .....  3,952  14 

Total,  $^9,569  63 


MEANS. 


The  amount  owing  by  sundry  debtors  up  to  November 

1,  1842,         ......  |4,213  24 

The  amount  of  cash  on  hand,  -             -             -             -  60  89 

The  amount  of  bills  receivable,             -            -             .  284  91 


Total,  |4,559  04 

The  deficit  on  Nov.  1st,  1842,  5,010  59 


$9,569  63 


An  inventory  of  the  raw  materials^  tools,  shop  furniture,  and  Manu- 
factures on  hand  November  1st,  1842. 

"Value  of  manufactures  in  wagon  and  blacksmith  shops,  $450  00 
Value  of  same  in  cooper's  shop,  -  -  .  500  00 
Value  of  same  in  brick  yard,  ....  2,500  00 
Value  of  raw  material  in  cooper's  shop,  .  .  400  00 
Value  of  raw  material  in  wagon  and  blacksmith  shops,  350  00 
Value  of  tools  in  the  various  shops,  brick  yard  imple- 
ments, oxen,  etc.,      .             -             -             -             .  2,200  00 

Total  value,  $6,400  00 
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The  expense  account  of  the  institution  from  the  first  day  of  May, 
1842,  up  to  Nov.  1st,  1842,  amounts  to,  inckiding  salaries  of  officers 
and  guards,  victualing  and  clotliing  convicts,  and  incidental  ex- 
penses, including  a  balance  due  under  this  head  the  previous 
year,     -..----       $4,337  37 

The  clerk  remarks  further:  "As  the  labor  of  nearly  all  the  con- 
victs, and  the  whole  of  the  resources  of  the  institution,  have  been 
directed  towards  the  erection  of  the  new  state  prison,  no  estimates 
of  which  enter  into  this  exhibit,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  it  will 
exactly  set  forth  the  pecuniary  condition  of  the  institution." 

REPORT  4— FROM   NOVEMBER  1,  1842,  TO   MAY  1,  1843. 

MEANS. 

The  amount  owing  by  sundry  debtors,              -             -  $6,680  91 

The  amount  of  suspense  account,         -             .             .  1,071   50 

The  amount  of  bills  receivable,  .  .  .  495  00 
The    value  of  tools  in  shops,    brick  yard   implements, 

oxen,  plank,  etc.,       .....  1,975  00 

The  value  of  raw  mnterial  on  hand,     .              .              .  800  00 

The  value  of  various  manufactures  from  shops,             .  500  00 

The  value  of  2,300,000  brick  at  the  kiln,  a  $3,  .  6,900  00 
The  estimate  of  work  done  on  new  prison  up  to  March 

25th  1843,    ......  15,000  00 


Total,  |33,422  41 


LIABILITIES. 


Amount  due  to  sundry  persons.  .  .  .       ^3,599  78 

The  amount  to  credit  side  of  state  of  Indiana,  on  ac- 
count of  new  state  prison,   ....        14,500  00 


Total,  $18,099  78 

The  balance  on  credit  side  of  general  cash  account,  15,322  63 

'■'■      .'"  Total,  ■        ^34,422  41 


STOCK  IN  THE  MADISON  AND  INDIANAPOLIS 
RAIL  ROAD. 

The  amount  of  stock  in  the  Madison  and  Indianapolis  rail-road 
company,  derived  from  the  state's  portion  of  the  dividends,  up  to 
November  1st,  1843,  -  -  -  -  $3,638  04 

INDIANA  TREASURY  NOTES  OUTSTANDING. 

The  amount   outstanding   of  treasury  notes  on  the  first  November, 
1842,  -.-.'--    ,^1,352,300  00 

The  amount  redeemed  and  cancelled  during  the  year  end- 
ing Nov.  1st,  1843,  ....  398.56500 


Leaving  outstanding  Nov.  1st,  1843,  -  -       $953,735  00 

Of  this  sum  there  is  probably  $200,000,  in  the  treasury,  the  re- 
ceipts of  revenue  during  the  year  1843. 


INTEREST    ON    TREASURY    NOTES. 


The  amount  of  interest  paid  on  treasury  notes  prior  to  Nov.  1st, 
1842,  ......  $4,403  84 

The  amount  of  interest  paid  during  the  year  ending  Nov. 

1st.  1843.  .....  28,910  33 


Total,  '  $33,314   17 

STATE  UNIVERSITY  FUND. 


LOANS. 


Outstanding  loans  on  1st  Nov.,  1842,        -  -  $53,658  44 

The  amount  of  loans  by  treasurer  for  year  ending  1st  Nov., 

1843,      .-.--.  8,635  89 


Total,  $62,294  33 

Loans  refunded  during  the  year  ending  Nov.  1st,  1843,         6,572  39 

Leaving  outstanding  Nov.  1st,  1843,  -  -  $55,72194 
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RECEIPTS  AND  DISBURSMENTS 

RECEIPTS.  •  ■ 

The  amount  of  cash  on  hand,  Nov.  1st,  1842.         -  $4,107  48 

The  amount  of  interest  received  during  the  year,  end- 
ing Nov.  1st,  1843,         -  -  -  -  4,118  72 

The  amount  of  loans  refunded  during  the  year  ending 

Nov.  1st,  1843,  -  ...  -  6,57239 

The  amount  of  damages  charged  on  sales  during  the  year 

ending  Nov.  1st,  1843,  -  -  -  169  30 

The  amount  received  as  costs  for  advertising  during  the 

year  ending  Nov.  1st,  1843,         .  .  .  35  00 

The  amount  of  mortgaged  lands  sold  during  the  year  end- 
ing Nov.  1st,  1843,         .  .  -  .  3,127  56 

The  amount  received  from  commissioners  of  seminary 
townships  in  Gibson  and  Monroe,  during  the  year  end- 
ingNov.  1st,  1843,  ....  1,465   14 

The  balance  of  cash  on  hand  Nov.  1st,  1843,         -  1,419  96 


Total,  with  cash  on  hand,  ^"21,015  55 

DISBURSEMENTS.  ' 

The  amount  loaned  during  the  year  ending  Nov.  1st,  1843,  $8,635  89 
The  amount  of  damages  incurred  for  mortgagors  during 

the  year  ending  Nov.  1st,  1843,  -  -  46  80 

The  amount  of  mortgaged  lands  bought  in  during  the  year 

ending  Nov.  1st,  1843,  -  -  -  1,519  79 

The  amount  of  expenditures  for  salaries  of  President  and 

Professors,  &c., during  the  year  ending  Nov.  1st,  1843,     10,813  07 


^21,015  55 


SALINE  FUND. 

LOANS. 


The  amount  of  outstanding  loans  on  Nov.  1st,  1842,  $26,903  75 

The  am.ount  of  loans  during  the  year  ending  Nov.  1st,  1842,  2,021  07 


Total,  $28,924  82 

The  amount  of  loans  refunded  during  the  year  ending 

Nov.  1st,  1843,  -  .  .  ,  1,440  90 


Leaving  outstanding  loans  Nov.  istj  1843,  •  ^27,483  92 
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KKCEIPTS. 

The  amount  of  cash  on  hand  Nov.  1  Si,  1842,         -  ^3,400  62 

The  amount  received  from  forfeited  land,  mortgaged  and 

sold  on  time,  during  the  year  ending  Nov.  1st,  1843,  1,421  07 

The  amount  of  loans  refunded  during  the  year  ending 

Nov.  1st,  1843,  -  .  -  -  1,440  90 

The  amount  received  from  commissioners  of  saline  lands 

during  the  year  ending  Nov.  1st,  1843,  -  1,058   17 

The  amount  received  as  cost  of  advertising,  refunded 

during  the  year  ending  Nov.  1,1843,     -  -  8  75 

The  amount  of  interest  on  loans  received  during  the  year 

ending  Nov.  1st,  1843,  -  -  -  2,338  53 

Total,  ^9,668  04 

EXPENDITURES. 

The  amount  of  loans  during  the  year  ending  Nov.  1st, 

1843,       .-.'... 
The  amount  of  damages  to  sales  of  mortgaged  lands,  paid 

during  the  year  ending  Nov.  1st,  1843, 
The  amount  of  expenses  paid  during  the  year  ending 

Nov.  1st,  1843.  -  -  .    *        „ 

The  balance  of  cash  on  hand  Nov.  1st,  1843, 

Total,  $9,668  04 

BANK  TAX  FUND. 

RECEIPTS. 

The  amount  of  cash  on  hand  Nov.  1st,  1843,         -  |758  34 

The  amount  received  during  the  year  ending  Nov.  1st, 

1843,     ..---.'        1,443  70 
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EXPENDITURES. 


The  amount  of  expenditures  during  the  year  ending  Nov. 

1st,  1843,  ,  .  .  .  .  629  05 


The  balance  on  hand  Nov.  1st,  1843.      -  -  $1,572  90 
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COUNTY   SEMINARY   FUND— DERIVED  FROM  MILITIA 

FINES. 

The  amount  of  said  fund  on  hand  prior  to  Nov.  1  st,  1 842,  $480  40 

The  amount  distributed  during  the  year  ending  Nov. 

1st,  1843,      .  .  .  '  .  .  .  35  00 


Balance  in  the  Treasury  subject  to  distribution,  .  $445  40 

SURPLUS  REVENUE  FUND. 


RECEIPTS. 


The  amount  received  during  the  year  ending  Nov.  1st, 

1843,  ......        $1,994  73 


EXPENDITURES. 


The   amount  expended  during  the  year  ending  Nov. 

1st,  1843,      ......  1,217   15 

The  balance  on  hand  Nov.  1st,  1843,  ...  777  58 


Total,  |1,994  73 

CONGRESSIONAI>  TOWNSHIP  FUND. 


RECEIPTS. 


The  balance  on  hand  Nov.  1st,  1842,  .             .  .  $504  52 

The  amount  received  for  the  year  ending  Nov.  1,  1843,  174  50 

Total,  $679  02 

EXPENDITURES. 

The  amount  expended  during  the   year  ending  Nov. 

1st,  1843       -             .              .             .             .  .  $1   50 

The  balance  on  hand  Nov.  1st,  1843,  .             .  .  $677  52 
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THREE  PER  CENT.  FUND. 


The  balance  on  hand  Nov.  1st,  1842,   .  .  .       $1,625  18 

The  amount  received  from  the  United  States  during  the 

year  ending  Nov.   1st,  1843,  .  .  .  8,305  40 

The  amount  received  on  sale  of  draft  during  the  year 

ending  Nov.  1st,  1843,  .  .  .  .  96  16 


Total,  |1 0,026  74 

The  amount  paid  to  counties  during  the  year  ending  November  1st, 

1843, $1,208  65 

The  amount  due  to  Jackson  county,     .             .              .  222  38 

The  amount  due  to  Pike  county,          .             .             .  190  38 

The  balance  on  hand  Nov.  1st,'  1843,  .             .             .  0,406  33 

Total,         .  $10,027  74 


COMMON  SCHOOL  FUND  DERIVED  FROM  BANK 
DIVIDENDS. 

The  amount  of  said  fund  loaned  to  the  general  fund  under  the  act  of 
1840,  chapter  68,  at  six  per  cent.,  received  prior  to  1st  November, 
1842,  ......      $56,537   83 

The  amount  paid  in  by  banks  the  year  ending  Nov. 

1st,  1843,      ......         59,243  44 

Total,  $115,781   27 

INDIANAPOLIS    FUND. 

LOANS. 

The  amount  of  outstanding  loans  prior  to  November 

1st,  1842,      ......  $40  28 

Nothing  loaned  during  the  year  ending  Nov.  1st,  1843. 

Balance  on  loan  Nov.  1st,  1843,  .  .  .  $40  28 

RECEIPTS. 

The  amount  received  for  interest  on  loans  during  the  year  ending 
Nov.  1st,  1843,  .  .  .  .  .  $50  00 
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EXPENDITURES. 

The  amount  expended  during  the  year  ending  Nov. 

1st  1843,       .  .  .  .  .  .  $6  00 

TREASURY  FUND. 


The  amount  of  outstanding  loans  Nov.  1st,  1842,         .        $5,881    88 
The  amount  of  loans  refunded  during  the  year  ending 

Nov.  1st  1843,  .....  247   54 


Leaving  balance  of  loans  outstanding  Nov.   1st,  1843,       $5,634  34 

RECEIPTS. 

The  amount  of  loans  refunded  during  the  year  ending  November  1st 
1843,  ......  $247   54 

The  amount  of  interest  on  loans  received  during  the 

year  ending  Nov.  1st,  1843,  .  .  .  369  25 

Total,  $616  79 

EXPENDITURES. 

The  amount  of  expenses  incurred  during  the  year  end- 
ing Nov.  1st,  1843,  .  ....  $2562 

FUND    DERIVED    FROM    ESTATES    WITHOUT  KNOWN 

HEIRS. 

Theamountof  said  fund  on  hand  prior  to  Nov.  1st,  1842,       $1,532  63 
The  amount  received  at  the  Treasury  during  the  year 

ending  Nov.   1st,  1843,         .  .  .  .  620  32 


Total,  $2,152  95 

The  amount  claimed  by  heirs  and  refunded  during  the 

year  ending  Nov.  1st,  1843,  .  .  .  15  00 


Balance  in  Treasury  unclaimed  up  to  Nov.  1st,  1843,       $2,137  95 
10 
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RECAPITULATION. 

The  balance  of  general  revenue  in  Treasury  Nov.  1st, 

1843,    ------  |286,392  47 

The  balance  of  university  fund,                -             -  1,419  96 

The  balance  of  saline  fund,          -             -             -  7,469   12 

The  balance  of  county  seminary  fund,     -             -  445  40 
The   balance  of  common  school  fund,  created  by  bank 

proHts,               -             .             .             .             .  115,781    27 

The  balance  of  the  fund  of  estates  without  heirs,  2,137  95 
The  balance  of  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  scrip  west  of 

Tippecanoe,  to  be  disbursed,                 -             -  51,038   68 


Total,  $464,685   85 

From  the  foregoing  statements  the  transactions  of  the  financial 
year  ending  Nov.  1st,  1 843,  aje  exhibited  in  such  detail  as,  it  is  believed, 
is  desirable  to  you.  The  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  Nov., 
amounts  to  §464,685  85,  nearly  all  of  which  is  in  treasury  notes,  and 
Wabash  and  Erie  canal  scrip,  east  and  west  of  Tippecanoe  river. 
Deducting  therefore  these  funds  from  the  amount  in  the  Treasury, 
the  balance  of  available  funds  is  so  small  that  it  may  be  set  down  as 
literally  nothing. 

The  amount  of  bills  redeemed  at  the  Treasury,  during  the  year,  it 
will  be  seen  is         -  -  -  -  -  §720,579  61 

The  amount  redeemed  during  the  year  1842  was  108,343  72 


Excess  in  1843,      -  ...  -  §612,23589 

As  the  taxes  of  1843  will  all  be  paid  in  treasury  notes,  it  will  be 
necessary  for  the  general  assembly  to  make  some  provisions  for  the 
support  of  the  government  for  the  current  year.  The  last  Legisla- 
ture set  apart  five  cents  on  the  §100  valuation  of  all  property  in  the 
state  assessed  for  1843;  also,  the  state  poll  tax  to  defray  the  expen- 
ses of  1844.  This  would  be  ample,  provided  it  could  be  received  in 
available  funds;  but  such  cannot  be  the  case  while  treasury  notes, 
notwithstanding  their  accumulated  interest,  remain  at  a  discount. 

The  arrangement  with  the  bank  last  session,  no  doubt,  not  only 
prevented  a  still  greater  depreciation  of  our  treasury  notes,  which 
must  have  followed  in  the  event  of  a  reissue,  but  to  it  must  be  attri- 
buted the  increased  value  of  that  currency  of  about  30  per  cent. 
But  three  alternatives,  it  seems  to  me,  are  left  to  supply  the  Treasury. 
The  first,  a  reissue  of  the  old  or  a  new  issue  of  treasury  notes.  The  se- 
cond, adopting  audited  warrants  as  a  circulating  medium.  The  third, 
a  loan  from  the  banks.  Without  commenting  upon  either  of  these 
plans,  alU)W  me  to  say  that  the  last,  if  it  can  be  etiected  upon  just 
terms  to    the    state,  is,  in  my  opinion,   to  he   greatly  preferred.     II" 
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not,  the  issue  of  new  treasury  notes  is  certainly  preferable  to  audited 
warrants  drawn  on  a  Treasury  without  funds. 

If  the  general  assembly  adopt  the  plan  of  a  new  issue  of  treasury 
notes,  and  it  is  accompanied  with  an  increase  of  state  tax  to  a  sum 
near  the  amount  to  be  issued,  it  is  not  probable  that  the  old  treasury 
notes,  at  least,  will  be  much  affected  by  such  an  issue.  There  will 
not  be  needed  for  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  government,  more 
than  ^95,000.  To  which  add  probable  outstanding  claims  unaudited, 
but  belonging  probably  to  the  year  1  843,  $5000;  and  the  whole  amount 
to  be  supplied,  will  not  vary  far  from  $100,000. 

To  raise  this  sum  will  require  an  additional  10  cents  on  the  $100 
valuation  of  property.  But  should  an  issue  be  made  without  provi- 
ding the  means  of  absorbing  the  same,  or  giving  some  additional  evi- 
dence to  the  public  that  provision  is  made  for  the  redemption  of  the 
new  as  well  as  the  old  issue,  the  consequence  wnll  be  a  rapid  ond  ru- 
inous depreciation,  at  home  and  abroad,  of  every  discription  of  this 
currency. 

It  will  be  observed,  (Statement  no.  1.)  that  there  is  a  decrease  of 
taxable  property  this  year  from  that  of  last  year  of  $5,463,757;  not- 
withstanding an  increase  in  the  item  of  land  alone,  of  $2,242,7G5,  and 
of  improvements  on  lands  of  $593,903. 

This  decrease  is  mainly  to  be  attributed  to  the  law  of  last  year, 
exempting  $125  of  personal  property  from  taxation.  The  exempt- 
ion itself  amounts  to  over  $15,000,000;  but  under  pretext  of  deduct- 
ing for  this  exemption,  a  large  amount  of  property  escaped  from 
taxation.  This  is  especially  true  in  those  counties  where  appraisors 
leave  the  delicate  matter  of  affixing  the  value  of  personal  property 
to  the  tax  payer,  instead  of  pursuing  the  law. 

In  1843  the  number  of  acres  of  taxable  lands  assessed  is    14,674,599 
In  1842,  the  number  of  acres  assessed  was  13,646,128 


Showing  an  increase  of  acres,  -  -  -  1,028,471 

In  1843  the  value  of  taxable  lands  returned  is  $54,737,443 

In  1842  the  value  was  ...  -  52,494,678 


Total  increase  since  1842,  '  $2,242,765 

In  1843  the  value  of  improvements  on  lands  is  $21,396,801 

In  1842  the  value  was  ....  20.802,898 


Total  increase  of  improvements,  -  -  $593,903 

In  1842  the  value  of  all  town  lots  and  improvements  was  $12,482,294 
In  1843  the  value  is     -----         12,399,630 


Total  decrease,  $82,664 
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In  1842  the  value  of  all  corporation  stock  was         -  $301,298 

In  1 843  the  value  is  ....  174,174 


Decrease  in  corporation  stock,  -  -  $127,124 

In  1842  the  value  of  personal  property  v^'as  -             -       $22,177,947 
In  1843  the  value  is 15,001,805 


Decrease  in  personal  property,  -  -         $7,176,142 

The  number  of  polls  assessed  in  1843  is         -  -  121,919 

The  number  of  polls  assessed  in  1842  was     -  -  107,876 

Increase  of  polls,         .  -  -  -  14,043 

From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  that  there  are  121,919  polls. 
The  amount  of  exemption  on  each  poll  being  $125,  makes  the  total 
of  exemptions  $15,231,875 

From  this,  deduct  as  above,  the  decrease,  7,176,142 

Which  shows  an  actual  increase  of  personal 

property  for  1843.  $7,055,733 

I  cannot  but  hope  that  the  legislature,  from  this  exhibit,  seeing  the 
large  aggregate  amount  of  personal  property  withdrawn  from  taxa- 
tion by  reason  of  this  exemption,  will  restore  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  1841  in  this  particular.  For  if  the  argument  be  good  that  the 
industry  which  is  applied  to  the  improvement  of  the  soil  or  of  town 
lots  should  be  taxed,  why  should  it  not  be  applied  to  all  personal  pro- 
perty? What  justice  is  there  in  this  discrimination  between  the  in- 
dustry which  produces  one  description  of  property,  and  that  of 
another?  Surely  there  is  none.  To  me,  therefore,  it  is  plain  that 
no  system  of  taxation  will  work  perfect  equality  and  justice  to  all 
tax  payers  but  the  appraisement  and  taxation  of  ell  property  at  its 
real  cash  value. 

The  whole  amount  of  state  tax  assessed  in  eigty-five  counties  for 
1843,  including  the  two  mills  for  deaf  and  dumb  asylum,  is,  (State- 
ment No.  2,)   ~ $265,340  89 

That  of  the  counties  for  county  purposes,        -  -      291,406  99 

That  of  tax  for  roads,  ....        95,594  27 

That  assessed  for  schools,  (in  one  county  only,)  -  129  01 

That  for  township  expenses,     -  -  -  -  1,680  58 

Total  of  all  taxes  assessed  for  1843,     -  -  -  $654,151   74 

To  which  should  be  added  delinquents  for  1842,  -        87,429  45 

Total,  $741,581    19 
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After  all  deductions  for  delinquences,  commission,  etc.,  there  will 
probably  be  realized  for  revenue  of  state  for  the  year  1843,  the 
sum  of         -----  -     $200,000  00 

From  delinquences  about,       ...  -  40,000  00 

Total,  $240,000  00 

By  "Statement  No.  3,"  the  valuation  for  each  county  for  1842 
and  1  843  is  shown,  and  the  increase  or  decrease  in  each,  together 
with  a  comparison  of  the  rates  per  acre  of  the  lands  for  1842  and 
1843. 

"Statement  No.  4,"  is  designed  to  show  the  improvements  in  each 
county  for  1842  and  1843,  with  columns  of  increase  or  decrease  in 
each;  also,  showing  the  average  value  per  acre  of  improvements  for 
1842  and  1843.  In  a  few  counties  the  improvements  are  valued  at 
less  than  in  1842.  This  must  be  principally  owing  to  careless  asses- 
sing, as  it  is  not  probable  that,  in  any  county,  property  is  worth  less 
in  1843  than  it  was  in  1842.  The  general  increase  is  shown  to  be 
667,124  dollars. 

By  a  postponement  of  the  settlement  of  the  revenue  of  1842  until 
May,  1843,  no  report  of  the  revenue  of  1842  has  been  heretofore 
presented.  The  amount  of  state  tax,  as  appears  by  statement  No. 
5,  assessed  for  1842,  is  -  -  -  -  '    -   ,$'272,717  51 

The  amount  of  county  tax  is   -  -  -  -      313,937  20 

The  amount  of  road  tax  is        -  -  -  -  2,770  90 


Total  for  1842,  $669,425  61 

To  which  is  added  as  delinquent  for  1841,         -             -  69,894  42 

Total,  $739,320  03 

The    amount    of   revenue    received    at    the    Treasury    for    184  2 

is,      -              -              -              -              -              -              -  $213,716  6G 

The  amount,    paid    through  this    office,  of  delinquent 

taxes  of  1842,            -             -             -             -             -  1,117  07 

The  amount  of  delinquent  taxes,  paid  through  this  of- 
fice during  1843,  on  delinquent  lists  of  1841,            -  15,683  34 


Total,  $230,517  07 

By  an  act  of  the  last  legislature,  the  sales  of  delinquent  lands  of 
1841,  were  postponed  from  January,  1841,  to  January,  1844.  This 
act  has  had  the  worst  possible  effect  upon  our  collections.  No  sin- 
gle act  could  have  so  weakened,  in  the  estimation  of  the  public,  the 
character  and  estimate  set  upon  our  new  financial  system.  The  for- 
feited list  of  1842,  embraces  $43,199  77  worth  of  property,  not- 
withstanding the  rate  of  taxation  for  state  purposes  in  1841,  was 
double  that  of  1842.     Should  those  acts  arresting  the  sales  of  pro- 
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perts-  be  repeated,  tliere  will  be  no  fear  of  a  tax  sale  on  the  part  of 
the  owner,  and  no  confidence  on  the  part  of  the  purchaser.  Buyers 
at  tax  sales  will  expect  to  purchase  litigation,  with  a  knowledge  too, 
that  the  rule  of  construction  on  the  part  of  courts  almost  invariably, 
under  our  previous  tax  laws,  sets  aside  those  sales.  This  fact  was  so 
well  understood,  that,  under  the  old  system  of  assessing  and  collect- 
ing revenue,  hundreds  suffered  their  lands  to  become  forfeited  as  the 
easiest  (if  not  the  most  honorable)  means  of  paying,  or  rather  avoid- 
ing the  payment  of  their  taxes. 

All  these  evils  grow  out  of  a  want  of  certainty  in  the  law;  and 
our  laws  can  never  be  certain  whilst  our  general  assembly,  from 
time  to  time,  set  aside  their  provisions  to  meet  some  real  or  supposed 
temporary  emergency. 

Our  revenue  laws  should  define  the  powers  and  duties  of  courts, 
as  well  as  the  rights  of  parties,  in  the  premises.  At  present  it  en- 
tirely favors  delinquency  on  the  part  of  tax  payers.  It  declares 
that  the  county  auditor's  deed  shall  he pr'ima  facie  evidence  of  title; 
yet  the  courts  invariably  go  behind  the  deed,  and  require  the  pur- 
chaser to  establish,  by  competent  testimony,  that  all  the  initiatory 
steps  of  assessment,  levy,  advertisement,  sale,  etc.,  have  been  taken 
within  the  strict  letter  of  the  law,  and  if  any  of  these  fail,  the  chain 
of  title  is  broken  and  the  sale  set  aside,  because  the  law  was  set 
aside  before  it. 

The  embarrassed  condition  of  the  State  at  this  time,  would  seem  to 
require  all  her  resources.  Having  upon  her  credit  borrowed  large 
sums  for  the  improv^nnent  of  the  country,  which  if  ever  paid  and  her 
credit  restored,  must,  in  no  small  degree,  depend  upon  the  punctual 
payment  of  the  taxes,  it  would  seem  just  and  equitable  therefore  that 
the  law  should  be  made  to  hold  its  m.ost  strict  and  perfect  rule  over 
all,  correcting  its  errors,  but  turning  not  aside  at  the  murmurings  of 
hardship  or  severity.  No  State  should  oppress  her  citizens — yet  it  is 
lenity  niisapj.lied  when  the  decisions  of  courts,  having  for  their  object 
virtually  the  destruction  of  the  revenue  laws,  are  not  only  sustained, 
but  aided  by  legislative  enactments.  There  are  two  classes  of  per- 
sons w'hose  condition  should  be  considered  in  this  matter  :  those  who 
pay  taxes  and  those  who  do  not.  All  partake  of  the  blessiugs  and 
protection  of  government,  and  the  advantages  of  its  expenditures  for 
improvements;  yet  by  the  delinquency  of  a  portion,  ihe  whole  burden 
of  the  expense  is  thrown  upon  the  remainder.  The  measures  of  "re- 
Zf^"  to  delinquents-,  aided  by  the  decisions  of  the  courts,  operate  as  a 
bounty  to  the  negligence  and  disobedience  of  the  revenue  laws;  and 
in  order  that  the  negligent  and  disobedient  may  not  be  ^'-opprcssed,^^ 
these  acts  of  relief  would  oppress  the  good  and  punctual  citizen  with 
additional  biirdens  for  the  support  of  tlie  government.  It  does  ap- 
pear to  me  that  if  there  is  any  oppression  or  hardship  in  the  premises, 
it  has  been  of  the  great  mass  who  punctually  pay  their  taxes  rather 
than  those  who,  through  legislative  intervcnti(.n  and  technical  rules 
of  legal  construction,  evade  the  i)aymeiil  and  embarrass  the  prompt 
collection  ol"  the  revenues. 
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Examine,  if  you  please,  the  duplicates,  and  it  will  be  found  that  it 
is  the  hardy  and  industrious  owners  of  small  fm-ms  who  pay  their 
taxes  promptly.  The  poorer  class  of  property  holders  are  the  most 
punctual  of  tax  payers.  The  reason  is,  their  possessions,  acquired  as 
they  have  been  by  honest  toil,  are  their  whole  means  of  life.  They 
do  not  regard  the  law  as  their  ''•oppresso?-,"  much  less  have  they  studied 
how  laws  for  the  collection  of  ihe  revenue  may  be  evaded,  and  thus 
by  legal  quibbles  defy  the  power  of  the  ^?tate.  On  the  contrary  I  am 
confirmed  by  a  careful  examination  of  the  delinquent  lists  of  the  two 
last  years,  that  the  great  mass  of  delinquents  are  entirely  of  another 
class  of  property  holders;  and  who,  though  they  should  not  be  oppress- 
ed, ought  not  on  the  other  hand  to  be  suffered  to  avail  themselves  of  re- 
lief acts  or  mistaken  lenity,  to  evade  the  provisions  and  penalties  ot 
the  revenue  laws.  In  connection  with  this  subject  allow  me  to  say 
that  the  present  penalty  of  10  per  cent,  is  too  small.  At  the  present 
rate  large  non-resident  land  holders  especially  prefer  paying  the  10 
per  cent,  for  the  privilege  of  settling  all  their  taxes  at  this  office  to 
paying  within  the  proper  time  at  the  proper  county  treasury.  The 
consequence  will  be  that  each  year  the  delinquent  lists  will  be  swelled, 
and  this  office  burdened  with  the  duties  of  receiving  taxes  which 
should  have  been  paid  within  the  proper  county. 

I  have  prepared  a  statement  (Statement  No.  9)  showing  the  rates  of 
taxation  in  each  county.  By  this  it  will  be  seen  that  under  special 
acts,  that  neither  the  mode  nor  the  amount  of  county  and  road  taxes 
are  equal  throughout  the  State.  To  each  county  unquestionably  un- 
der our  laws  belongs  the  right  of  atlixing  the  rale  of  taxation  neces- 
sary to  meet  its  own  wants.  Yet  from  this  it  cannot  be  inferred  that 
one  class  of  property  holders  should  be  preferred  to  another  either  by 
the  legislature  or  by  a  county  board.  It  certainly  is  not  within  the 
power  of  the  legislature  to  grant  to  a  board  doing  county  business 
the  power  of  exempting  from  taxation,  for  a  particular  purpose,  the 
improvements  o?i  lands  for  instance  (  compelling  the  owners  of  un- 
improved lands  to  pay  the  same  amount  of  taxes  as  is  paid  on 
lands  adjoining  of  equal  quality,  but  having  valuable  improvements 
thereon  ;)  and  at  the  same  time  compel  owners  of  town  lots  and  im- 
provements, or  of  personal  property,  to  pay  the  same  per  cent,  on 
the  whole  valuation  of  such  property.  This  I  regret  is  the  practice 
under  special  enactments  in  several  counties  in  the  State.  With  its 
object  I  have  nothing  to  do,  nor  indeed  with  its  policy,  so  far  as  re- 
gards the  welfare  oi  those  particular  counties.  I  have  spoken  of  this 
departure  from  the  revenue  laws  of  the  State  at  large,  for  the  sole 
purpose  that  the  inquiry  may  be  answered,  if  it  merit  an  answer, 
whether  the  sales  of  lands  for  delinquent  taxes,  a  part  of  which  is  thus 
unequally  assessed,  would  not  be  invalid,  and  the  State  as  well  as  the 
counties  ultimately  become  larjielv  the  loosers  ?  Non-residents  should 
be  made  to  pay  their  taxes  when  equitably  assessed,  but  they  are  most 
certainly  protected  from  any  system  of  taxation  by  which  they  will 
be  required  to  pay  more  than  residents. 
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Tlie  present  revenue  system  is  undoubtedly  gaining  favor  witli  the 
public.  The  county  officers  with  but  few  exceptions  have  shown 
themselves  honest  and  capable.  No  defalcation  as  I  am  aware  has  as 
yet  taken  place,  and  but  one  of  the  treasurers  neglected  to  make 
pnyment. 

i  cannot  but  hope  tl.at  the  laws  of  last  session,  reducing  the  fees  of 
the  auditors  cf  several  counties,  will  be  repealed,  and  if  the  fees  of 
either  the  auditors  or  treasurers  are  found  upon  the  proper  informa- 
tion to  be  too  high,  that  there  be  a  general  reduction.  Some  of  those 
officers,  among  the  very  best  in  the  State  too,  have  been  compelled  to 
resign,  the  small  pittance  allowed  being  insufficient  for  their  support. 
Others  have  been  induced  to  continue  with  the  expectation  that  the 
approaching  legislature  will  place  them  upon  some  general  standing 
with  others. 

By  reference  to  the  books  of  this  office  it  appears  that  there  has 
been  paid  for  the  collection  of  state  revenue  of  1842  ($229,517  51) 
being  nearly  5  per  cent.,  the  sum  of  -         -         -         ^11,344  00 

The  amount  paid  for  collections  of  county  and 

road  taxes  (.$350,0G5)  being  about  5  per  cent.,       -  17,858  00 

Total  paid  for  collection  of  all  revenue  of  1842       -         |29,202  00 

Under  the  old  system  the  collector  was  allowed  9  per  cent,  on  state 
and  6  per  cent,  on  county  and  road  taxes. 
The  amount  (.$'229,517  51)  of  state  revenue 

for  1842  at  9  per  cent,  is,  ....  $20,65600 

The  6  percent,  on  county  and  road  (350,065)  is,  -  21,004  00 

Total  that  would  have  been  paid  under  old  system  ^41,660  00 

Showing  a  saving  by  the  present  one  for  the  year 

1842  of,  -  -  -  -     *         -  $12,458  00 

Statement  No.  5  exhibits  the  amount  of  state,  county,  and  road 
taxes  assessed  for  1842,  in  each  county. 

Statem-^nt  No.  6  is  a  tabular  statement  of  the  settlement  with  the 
respective  county  treasurers  for  the  revenue  of  1842. 

Statement  No.  7  exhibits  the  number  of  acres  assessed  in  each 
county  for  the  years  1842  and  1843 — showing  the  increase  and  the  de- 
crease in  each. 

Statement  No.  8  is  designed  to  show  the  increase  in  the  value  of 
lands  in  the  years  1842  and  1843,  and  the  number  of  acres  of  increase 
or  decrease  in  each. 

Statement  No.  9  shows  the  rate  of  taxation  in  each  county  in  the 
State  (except  Spencer  and  Pulaski,)  for  1843. 
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STATEMENT 


.-1  statejnent  of  the  total  valuation  of  taxable  pj-operty  arid  number  of 
Coii7iti/,  Road,  Township,  and  School  Tax  assessed  in  each 


Total  value 

County. 

No.  of 

of  taxables. 

State  tax. 

County  tax. 

polls. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

1 

Allen, 

1.390 

1,509,942 

3,743  03 

5,038   17 

2 

Adams, 

517 

385,561 

1.037   37 

2,024  09 

3 

Bartholomew, 

1,713 

1,714,258 

4,319   30 

6,427  47 

4 

Boone, 

1,382 

1,151,030 

3,015   55 

2,992  98 

5 

Brown, 

388 

137,666 

472  07 

566  32 

6 

Blacktord, 

295 

260,029 

675    11 

1,808   58 

7 

Benton, 

87 

68,337 

182  96 

455   59 

8 

Clark, 

2,089 

1,461,080 

3,995   89 

5,427   75 

9 

Clay, 

875 

633,181 

1,712   18 

2,984  93 

10 

Crawford, 

630 

290,644 

902  07 

1,199   11 

11 

Carroll, 

1,481 

1,137,577 

3,039   52 

3,585  76 

12 

Cass, 

1,058 

907,888 

2,361    06 

4,159  20 

13 

Clinton, 

1,237 

1,084,894 

2,809   98 

2,028   86 

14 

Dearborn, 

3,112 

3,660,849 

8,949  41 

5,217  95 

15 

Decatur, 

1,786 

1,698,878 

4,255   58 

4,255  58 

16 

Daviess, 

1,259 

843,736 

2,328   55 

3,154   79 

17 

Dubois, 

759 

281,407 

998  57 

1,884  60 

18 

Delaware, 

1,567 

1,365,934 

3,541    64 

6,229   18 

19 

DeKalb, 

556 

503,616 

1,298   83 

3,423  81 

20 

Elkhart, 

1,334 

1,180,802 

3,029   50 

2,675  56 

21 

Fayette, 

1,468 

2,214,078 

5,209  03 

3,369   37 

22 

Floyd, 

1,328 

1,668,863 

4,036  48 

4,837   68 

23 

Franklin, 

2,132 

2,339,684 

5,792   13 

4,809  49 

24 

Fountain, 

2,613 

1,737,044 

4,815   31 

3,912   10 

25 

Fulton, 

500 

318,440 

894   54 

1,523  75 

26 

Gibson, 

1,560 

1,354,288 

3,515   69 

5,622  82 

27 

Green, 

1,308 

639.462 

1,932  91 

2,898  37 

28 

Grant, 

1,012 

791,902 

2,104   72 

2,190   14 

29 

Hamilton, 

1,613 

1,685,193 

4,211    66 

2,495   16 

30 

Harrison, 

2,123 

1,100,827 

3,286   53 

1,162  95 

31 

Hendricks, 

1,722 

1,823,781 

4,544   80 

2,320  00 

32 

Henry, 

2,084 

2,381,017 

5,858   86 

3,433  82 

33 

Hancock, 

1,250 

935,600 

2,514   94 

2,964  00 

34 

Huntington, 

515 

805,509 

1,867   53 

3,073  38 

35 

Jackson, 

1,413 

816,623 

2,414   23 

4,036  58 

36 

JefTerson, 

2,508 

3,375,286 

8,072  04 

6,702  49 

37 

Jennings, 

1,382 

881,450 

2,471    52 

2,894  62 

81 


NUMBER  2. 

taxable  polls  in  each   county^  fur   1843;    also  the  amount  of   State, 
county  in  1843,  to  which  is  added  the  delinquencies  of  1842. 


Road  tax. 


Dollars. 


4,575  05 
1,530  00 


1,151   00 


1,016  30 

68   11 

616   34 

924  56 


1,412  39 

1,754  68 

1,356  12 

3,660  03 

70  35 

95  17 

70  33 

1,622  37 

2,165  19 

3,652  24 

1,107  70 

802  97 

95  63 

1,737  04 

1,552  71 


639  46 

818  69 

3,697    88 


911  87 
2,275  06 
467  80 
2,517  75 
412  55 
907  85 
559  89 


School 
tax. 


Dollars. 


120  51 


Toivnship 
tax. 


Dollars. 


174  55 
59   19 


799  64 


134    10 
267   53 


Total  of 

taxes  for 

1 843. 


Dollars. 


13,651    31 

4,650  Qb 
10,746   77 

7,159   53 

1,038 

3,499 

706 

10,039 

5,621 

2,101 

8,037  67 

8,274  94 

6,194 
18,627 

8,581 

5,578 

2,953  50 
11,393  19 

7,021 

9,624 

9,686 


39 
99 
66 
98 
67 
18 


9,677 


10,697  25 

10,464  45 

3,971  00 

9,138  42 

5,470  74 

5,113  55 

10,404  70 

5,449  48 

7,776  67 

11,567  74 

5,946  74 

7,458  66 

6,863  36 

15,682  38 

5,926  03 


Delin- 
quents for 
1842. 


Dollars. 


7,540  29 

567  05 

1,864  31 

1,532   21 

232  00 

287  39 

82  25 

743   16 


423   32 

1,853  03 

529  74 

495   85 

1,432  77 

2,179  50 

233  48 

3,086  25 

1,551   44 

1,055   66 

115  52 

862  60 

208  05 

1,021    G5 

976  80 

121    10 

2,315  96 

840  95 

1,541    10 

691   59 

1,795  61 

1'187  69 

866  56 

2,327  49 

1,013   22 

1,346   11 

1,403   5Q 


1 
2 

3 

4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 


82 


STATEMENT  No.  2, 


Tokil  value 

County. 

No.  of 

of  taxahles. 

State  tax. 

County  tax. 

polls. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

38 

Johnson, 

1,536 

1,497,961 

3,807   16 

2,279  29 

39 

Jay, 

685 

488,645 

1,417  40 

1,599   87 

40 

Jasper, 

257 

27,473 

190  09 

611   83 

41 

Knox, 

1,644 

1,852,304 

4,563  80 

4,528   87 

42 

Kosciusko, 

946 

840,624 

2,162   27 

3,475  54 

43 

Lawrence, 

1,724 

1,497,748 

3,886  27 

5,470  51 

44 

Lagrange, 

672 

525,410 

1,397   87 

3,540  82 

45 

Laporte, 

1,500 

1,412,277 

3,574   55 

4,280  69 

46 

Lake, 

348 

46,366 

273  Qb 

1,032  97 

47 

Madison, 

1,222 

1,259,385 

3,131   76 

3,131   76 

48 

Marion, 

2,821 

3,818,372 

9,123  51 

7,072  05 

49 

Martin, 

548 

292,708 

865  28 

1,718  90 

50 

iMonroe, 

1,336 

1,363,573 

3,295  69 

3,691   04 

51 

Montgomery, 

2,257 

2,877,871 

6,949   87 

5,449   82 

52 

Morgan, 

1,578 

1,487,471 

3,718  80 

2,916  74 

53 

INIiami, 

836 

610,224 

1,646  16 

2,674  92 

54 

Marshall, 

433 

356,390 

929  28 

1,642  06 

55 

Noble, 

611 

558,386 

1,433  43 

3,107  96 

5G 

Orange, 

1,440 

1,033,826 

2,798  05 

2,263  18 

57 

Owen, 

1,309 

679,490 

2,027  05 

2,340  71 

58 

Parke, 

1,880 

1,710,317 

4,192  82 

6,240  95 

59 

Perry, 

733 

409,475 

1,193  29 

1,962  10 

60 

Pike, 

777 

438,307 

1,273  81 

1,703  42 

61 

Posey, 

1,645 

1,459,533 

3,734  80 

4,146  00 

62 

Putnam, 

2,227 

1,928,887 

5,009  81 

3,524  61 

63 

Porter, 

500 

446,486 

1,152  55 

2,484  00 

64 

Pulaski, 
Randolph, 

65 

1,520 

974,742 

2,728  97 

3,684  20 

66 

Ripley, 

1,607 

1,130,557 

3,067  02 

3,056  97 

67 

Rush, 

2,294 

3,149,588 

7,482  41 

2,715   15 

68 

Scott, 

769 

454,177 

1,301   96 

2,393  44 

69 

Shelby, 

2,054 

1,795,921 

4,654  65 

4,618  80 

70 

Spencer, 
Sullivan, 

71 

1,323 

641,101 

2,071   80 

2,264  24 

72 

Switzerland, 

1,350 

1,069,901 

2,834   13 

3,880  69 

73 

St.  Joseph, 

1,354 

1,312,386 

3,327   70 

3,744  60 

74 

Steuben, 

570 

361,540 

1,013  33 

2,327  16 

75 

Tippecanoe, 

2,594 

2,656,125 

6,665  49 

11,251    89 

76 

Union, 

1,078 

1,085,876 

2,732  46 

2,348  79 

77 

Vanderburgh, 

1,193 

1,447,914 

3,624  68 

11,286  05 

83 


CONTINUED. 


Road  tax. 


Dollars. 


745  01 

2,091   60 

27   54 

927  66 
3,125  00 


2,756  30 

1,412  38 

86  79 

152  23 

784  92 


1,369  12 
816   51 

1,557  70 
712  78 

2,834  17 


School 
tax. 


Dollars. 


1,671   34 

363  28 


1,548 
1,124 
3,135 
908 
1,795 


320 
1,241 
1,312 
2,057 
2,664 
1,085 

440 


8   50 


Toivnship 
tax. 


Dollars. 


62   13 


93   16 


Total  of 

taxes  for 

1843. 


Dollars. 


12 


6,831    46 

5,108   87 

829  46 

10,020   33 

8,824  94 

9,356 

7,694 

9,267 

1,393 

7,415 
16,980 

2,584 

6,986 
13,768  81 

7,452  05 

5,878 

3,284 

7,477 

5,061 

4,367 
10,433  77 

1,155   39 

2,977  23 

7,880  80 
10,205  76 

3,999  83 


78 
99 
62 
41 
75 
48 
18 
73 


7,961  32 

6,248  24 

13,332  86 

4,603  74 

11,069  32 


4,656  35 
7,956  52 
8,384  60 
5,397  64 

20,582  06 
6,167  13 

15,350   85 


Delin- 
quents for 
1842. 


Dollars. 


75 

858 

481 

3,171 

1,656 

1,036 

1,657 

1,385 

200 

2,587 

1,913 

885 

1,331 

1,167 

1,777 

345 

1,856 


52 
68 
44 
89 
11 
86 
99 
15 
21 
04 
86 
33 
45 
72 
34 
95 
62 


519  98 


no  ret'n 


1,630 

120 

617 

902 

1,403 

1,169 


96 
92 
70 
24 
23 
19 


no  ret'n 


3,170 
860 
784 
637 
761 


70 
07 
83 
08 

28 


1,055 

370 

937 

1,476 

1,800 

52 

781 


11 

78 

01 

20 

41 

51 

45 


84 


STATEMENT  No.  2 


Total  value 

County. 

No.  of 
polls. 

of  taxables. 

State  tax. 

County  tax. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

78 

Vermillion, 

1,441 

1,147,812 

3,045  98 

3,016   14 

79 

Vigo, 

1,859 

2,490,270 

5,959  76 

4,736   85 

80 

Warrick, 

1,055 

601,497 

1,740  45 

1,728  45 

81 

Washington, 

2,191 

1,976,618 

5,088  68 

3,072  31 

82 

Wayne, 

3,266 

4,118,386 

9,952  74 

6,841   46 

83 

Warren, 

987 

982,725 

2,478  57 

2,509  33 

84 

White, 

361 

323,657 

834  58 

989  06 

85 

Wabash, 

9i»6 

951,197 

2,407  04 

2,861   04 

86 

Wells, 

437 

479,056 

1,186   18 

1,825   18 

87 

Whitley, 

349 

498,921 

1,182   32 

2,577   58 

121,919 

103,709,853 

265,340  89 

291,406  99 

85 


CONTINUED. 


Road  tax. 

School 
tax. 

Township 
tax. 

Total  of 

taxes  for 

1843. 

Delin- 

quenis  for 

1842. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

51b  56 
796  38 

6,637  68 
11,492  99 
3,468  90 
9,149  37 
18,507  44 
6,216  33 
2,147   49 
8,123   35 
4,668  39 
6,992  83 

946  44 

349  53 

352  68 

1,270  98 

736  22 

394   12 

302  51 

900   34 

1,011   04 

1,270  53 

■ 

78 

79 
80 
81 

988  40 
1,713  24 
1,228  43 

323  85 
2,855  27 
1,657  03 
2,142  65 

82 
83 

84 
85 
86 
87 

90  28 

95,594  27 

129  01 

1,680  58 

654,151   74 

87,429  45 

86 
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A  STATEMENT  of  the  amuunt  of  State^  County,  and  Road 
Taxes  assessed  for  1842,  io  which  are  added  the  delinquent  Taxes 
of   1841,  «5  per  cerfijicates  of  assessment  of  county  auditors. 


Counties. 


Allen. 

Adams, 

Bartholomew, 

Benton, 

Boone, 

Brown, 

Blaclilord, 

Clark, 

Clay, 

Crawford, 

Carroll, 

Ca':.s. 

Clinton, 

Dearborn, 

Decatur, 

Daviess, 

Dubois, 

Delaware, 

De  Kalb, 

Elkhart, 

Fayette, 

Floyd, 

Franklin, 

Fountain, 

Fulton, 

(Tibson, 

Greene, 

Grant, 

Hanjilton, 

Harrison, 

Hendricks, 

Henry, 

Hancock, 

Huntington, 

Jackson, 

Jefferson, 

Jennings, 

Johnson, 

Jay, 

Jasper, 

Knox, 

Kosciusko, 

Lawrence, 

Ijagrange, 

Lanorte, 

Lake, 

Madison, 

Clarion, 

-Martin, 

Monroe, 

Montgomery, 

Morgan, 

Marshall, 

Miami, 


Shi/c  Tax, 
lS-1-2. 


DoHars. 


855 

28 

•1,220 

70 

I'iS 

53 

3,141) 

61 

472 

46 

596 

17 

5.047 

26 

1,594 

32 

1,037 

09 

3,062 

23 

2,250 

12 

2,951 

31 

9,5S1 

55 

4,425 

97 

2,228  49 

3.979 

25 

1,147 

37 

3,126 

30 

5.628 

02 

4.791 

96 

5,822 

94 

4,084 

09 

887 

53 

3.726 

70 

2,066  86 

1,926 

65 

4,122 

55 

3,452 

51 

4,402 

53 

6,108 

12 

2,717 

95 

1.913 

23 

2,536  92 

8,85 1 

91 

2,408 

70 

3,740 

55 

1,134 

49 

199 

06 

4.7:'.9 

05 

1,951 

oo 

4,299 

89 

1,576 

51 

3.799 

71 

279 

23 

3,473 

06 

9,811 

09 

K7H 

3(5 

3,331 

47 

6,HH() 

03 

3,825 

76 

895 

11 

1,568 

54 

Coiin/i/  Tax. 
1842. 


Dollars. 


1,731  07 
4,620  43 

450  31 
3,767  39 

637  45 
1,731  68 
4.556  32 

2.776  44 
1.944  38 
3,645  00 
4,948  94 
2.371  76 
4,387  43 
4.778  28 
4,269  87 

7,401  11 
2,332  94 
4,389  83 
4,274  58 
4,791  96 

3.777  02 
3.2.58  33 
1,712  21 
4.838  55 
3,814  47 
2,553  26 
2,810  50 
2,838  92 
2,591  72 
3,575  31 
3,244  49 
4.417  24 
1,623  19 
0,363  07 
2,827  66 
2,241  27 
3,492  55 

891  14 
4,824  73 
3,473  94 
4.367  29 
6,.55t  71 
8,405  12 
1,320  19 
3,473  06 
7,636  21 
2,055  29 
3,996  97 
4,861  17 
3,032  69 
3,010  04 
2,443  45 


Foad  Tax, 
1842. 


Dollars. 


485  12 

834  73 

ti7  55 

617  77 

146  56 

812  25 

328  26 

1.417  08 
899  71 

1,159  16 

0,319  29 

27  22 

37  86 

1,705  66 
1,815  88 
1,880  53 
1,226  06 
989  68 
60  84 
1,650  92 
2,170  83 

717  81 
756  62 

820  30 

905  12 

1,266  26 

494  90 

2.418  62 
456  79 

1,142  86 
331  86 
745  .^ 
395  21 
-.iS  68 
973  87 

2,714  28 

2,670  16 
1,.535  12 

118  40 
1,363  41 

892  33 
_^196  71 

1,371  48 

821  56 
2,684  H5 

292  09 


Total  of     Delinquent 

Taxes  for     Taxes  for 

1842".  1841. 


Dollars. 


3,121  47 
9,695  86 
696  39 
7,534  77 
1,109  92 
2,474  41 

10,415  83 
4,370  76 
3,329  72 
8,124  31 
8,098  77 
6,482  23 

20,238  27 
9.231  47 
6,536  22 

13,086  02 

5,296  19 

9,396  66 

11,128  66 

10,573  60 

9,660  80 

8,993  34 

4,770  57 

8,565  25 

6,599  14 

5,236  53 

7,753  35 

6,291  43 

7,899  37 

10,949  69 

6,457  34 
8,749  09 

4,616  90 

16,300  84 

5,568  22 

6,727  38 

5,022  25 

1,131  88 

10,537  65 

8,139  44 

8,667  18 

10,M08  41 

13,739  98 

1,717  82 

8,309  53 

18,339  66 

3,130  36 

7,328  44 

13,112  68 

7,680  01 

6,590  00 

4,304  98 


Total  of 
Taxes,  in- 
cluding de- 
linquents. 


Dollars. 


133  20 
885  86 

33  39 
2,093  91 

90  88 
170  83 

370  96 
151  25 
701  30 

2,552  61 
157  66 

1,524  58 
897  74 

1,318  37 

2,645  13 

621  69 
1,242  74 

310  78 
1,600  41 

3.36  13 
1,224  74 

385  71 
75  32 

905  95 

1,448  81 

671  54 

2,945  71 

534  21 

1,001  95 

1,254  57 

457  00 

764  12 

647  26 

142  07 

100  08 

287  07 

3,161  24 

403  81 

271  89 
998  55 
151  03 

2,1.30  25 

4,508  73 
460  51 

1,733  22 
623  84 

1,953  29 
914  79 


Dollars. 


3,254  67 

10,581  72 

731  78 

9,628  68 

1,200  80 

2,645  24 

10,415  83 

4,741  72 

3,480  97 

8,885  61 

10,651  38 

6.639  89 
21,812  85 
10,129  21 

7,854  59 

15,731  15 

5,917  88 

10,639  40 

11,439  44 

12,174  01 

9,995  93 

10,218  08 

5,156  28 

8.640  57 
6,599  14 
6,142  48 
9,202  16 
6,962  97 

10,845  08 

11,483  90 
7,459  29 

10,003  66 
5,073  90 

17,124  96 
6,215  48 
6,869  45 
5,122  33 
1,419  55 

13,698  89 
8,603  25 
8,667  18 

11,073  30 

14,738  53 
1,868  87 

10,459  78 

22,848  39 
3,590  87 
9,061  66 

13,736  52 
9,633  30 
7,504  79 
4,304  98 
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JN o.   3  —  Continued, 


Counties, 


Noble, 

Orange, 

Owen, 

Parke, 

Perry, 

Pike, 

Posey, 

Putnam, 

Porter, 

Pulaski, 

Randolph, 

Ripley, 

Rush, 

Scott, 

Shelby, 

Spencer, 

Sullivan, 

Switzerland, 

St.  Joseph, 

Steuben, 

Tippecanoe, 

Union, 

Vanderburgh, 

Vermillion, 

Vi^o, 

Warrick, 

Washington, 

Wayne, 

Warren, 

White, 

Wabash, 

Wells, 

Whitley, 

Totals,    .  .  . 


State  T'ax, 

1842. 


Uollai 


1,351   68 

3.088  70 
2,240  03 
4,791  98 
1,284  30 
1,317  77 
3,751  58 
5,525  51 
1,593  20 

148  88 
2,603  82 
3,266  05 
7,610  75 
1,368  64 
4,976  33 
1,835  36 

2.089  82 
3^063  20 
3,479  01 

951  69 
7,226  91 
2,883  38 
3,404  95 
3,152  76 
6,228  87 
1,828  52 
5,349  14 
10,407  85 
2,475  29 

886  49 
2,.505  69 
1,122  33 
1,122  66 

272,717  51 


Count  1/  Tax. 
1812. 


Dollar 


5,165  80 
2,133  60 
3,196  30 
4,791  98 
1,948  44 

1.883  91 
7,089  82 
4,187  11 
3,271  99 

614  45 
6,229  11 
3,286  05 
C,024  42 
2,771  54 

2.884  44 

2.420  32 
2,451  41 
3,315  36 
4  892  99 
3^877  99 
8,742  31 
2,883  37 
7,512  64 
4,362  22 
4,953  69 
2,466  44 
4,278  56 
8,336  12 
2,520  84 

1.421  73 
3,020  84 
2,240  58 
2,574  87 


313,937  20 


Eoad  Tax}     Total  of 
1812.       i    Taxes  for 
'       1812. 


Dollars. 


2,668  23 
596  84 
409  36 

1,913  67 
237  95 

408  67 

585  8] 

178  41 
1,236  09 

3.172  62 
759  85 

38  48 

332  56 

361  48 

654  79 

1,413  80 

1,942  42 

3,023  47 

1,161  70 

702  75 

603  96 

146  99 

1  17 

2.173  85 
1,229  05 

357  47 
2,585  89 
1,202  06 
1,872  80 


Dollars. 


9,185  71 
5,819  14 
5,845  69 

11,497  63 
3,470  69 
3,201  68 

11,2.50  07 
9,712  62 
5,456  00 
763  33 
9,011  34 
7,808  19 

16,807  79 
4,900  03 
7,899  25 
4,588  24 
4,902  71 
7,033  35 
9,785  80 
6,772  10 

18,992  69 
6,928  45 

11,620  34 
8,118  94 

11,329  55 
4,296  13 
9,627  70 

20,917  82 
6,225  18 
2,665  69 
8,112  42 
4,564  97 
5,570  33 


82,770  90  [  669,425  61    69,894  42    739,320  03 


Delinquent 

Taxes  for 

1841. 


Dollars. 


319  65 

928  88 

1,043  75 

466  41 

272  07 
659  18 
903  14 

61  16 
3,141  38 
363  84 
604  97 
589  03 
190  80 
680  17 
1,831  07 
373  24 
876  98 

199  48 
1,872  46 

137  78 
861  68 
235  47 

200  79 
224  69 
756  52 

2,015  11 
771  08 
113  71 

1,177  38 
234  71 
648  54 


Total  of 
Taxes,  in- 
cluding de- 
liiKjue/its. 


Dolla 


9,505  36 
6,748  02 
6,889  44 

11,964  04 
3,470  69 
3,473  75 

11,909  25 

10,615  76 

5,456  00 

821  49 

11,1.52  72 
8,172  03 

17,412  76 
5,489  06 
8,090  05 
5,268  41 
6,733  78 
7,406  59 

10,662  78 
6,971  58 

20,865  15 
7,066  23 

12,482  02 
8,354  41 

11,530  34 
4,520  82 

10,384  22 

22,932  93 
6,996  26 
2,779  40 
9,289  80 
4,799  68 
6,218  87 
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No  return. 

227  74  overpayment. 
G  36  overpayment. 

The  treasurer's  receipt  has 

97  35  overp't.]      not  been 

deposited  in 

Aud'r's  offico. 

No  return. 
95  42  overpayment. 

25  88 

41  19 

6  85 
1,577  76 

74  46 
27  49 
12  48 

3  24 

Amount  of 

State  Revi nue 

paid  lor 

1842. 

3 

d5 
cr> 

3,084  89 

2,290  26 

131  02 

414  19 

245  43 

2,830  92 

1,564  90 

3,538  12 

1,131  02 

2,383  62 

752  08 

8,358  52 

3,647  51 

775  58 

2,626  00 

2,423  94 
5,126  04 
4,058  85 
3,241  30 
5,183  41 
638  16 
3,371  19 
1,489  55 
1,196  40 
2,017  85 

Net  amount 

if  State 

Ihvntue  due 

for  1842. 
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No.  7. 

A  Statement  of  the  mimber  of  acres  vf  taxable  lands  in  each  county^ 
in  1842  and  1843,  and  showing  the  increase  and  decrease. 


County. 


Allen, 

Adams, 

Bartholomew, 

Benton, 

Boone, 

Brown, 

Blackford, 

Clark, 

Clay, 

Crawford, 

Carroll, 

Cass, 

Clinton, 

Dearborn, 

Decatur, 

Daviess, 

Dubois, 

Delaware, 

DeKalb, 

Elkhart, 

Favette, 

Floyd, 

Franklin, 

Fountain, 

Fulton, 

Gibson, 

Green, 

Grant, 

Hamilton, 

Harrison, 

Hendricks, 

Henry, 

Hancock, 

Huntington, 

Jackson, 

Jefferson, 

Jenninc^s, 


Number  of 

acres  in 

1842. 


305,205 

59,374 

160,892 

9,913 

238,505 

14,705 

46,578 

193,063 

85,301 

54,954 

227,617 

146,607 

188,090 

231,404 

140,714 

110,703 

38,739 

253,967 

144,822 

255,991 

134,710 

76,931 

180,912 

230,352 

104,020 

173,544 

no  return 

131,459 

271,144 

226,915 

234,154 

235,868 

190.091 

182,812 

141,436 

203,268 

119.048 


Number  of 

acres  in 

1843. 


321,042 
112,200 
173,523 

13,541 
246,918 

23,709 

87,764 
187,245 
105,483 

61,818 
232,475 
162,093 
199,719 
no  return 
183,985 
135,425 

52,-024 
259,898 
170,957 
266,272 
134,049 

81,519 
228,725 
239,604 
122,773 
191,315 
117,402 
154,982 
287,583 
232.031 
233,021 
238,177 
205,561 
198,392 
186,191 
189,924 
141,945 


Increase  in 
acres. 


15,837 

52,826 

12,631 

3,628 

8,413 

9,004 

41,186 


20,182 

6,864 

4,858 

15,486 

11,629 


43,271 
24,722 
13,285 
5,931 
26,135 
10,281 


4,588 
47,813 

9,252 
18,753 
17,771 


23,523 

16,439 

5,116 


2,309 
15,470 
15,580 

44,755 


Deere' se 
in  acres. 


5,811 


661 


1,133 


22,897 


1 3,344 
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County. 


Number  of 

acres  in 

1842. 


J  ohnson, 

Jay, 

Jasper, 

Knox, 

Kosciusko, 

Lawrence, 

Lagrange, 

Laporte, 

Lake, 

Madison, 

Marion, 

JMartin, 

JMonroe, 

Montgomery, 

Morgan, 

Marshall, 

Miami, 

rs'oble. 

Orange, 

Owen, 

Parke, 

Perry, 

Pike, 

Posey, 

Putnam, 

Porter, 

Pulaski, 

Randolph, 

Ripley, 

Rush, 

Scott, 

Shelby, 

Spencer, 

Sullivan, 

Switzerland, 

St.  Joseph, 

Steuben, 

Tippecanoe, 

Union, 

Vanderburgh, 


190,185 

76,G42 
983 
198,539 
211,989 
192,823 
201,512 
237,200 

11,253 
242,608 
245,258 

35,544 
139,779 
310,143 
189,367 
132,305 
105,850 
204,911 
163,313 
112,344 
223,053 

51,691 

63,329 
183,543 
257,906 
129,682 
306 
164,965 
232,531 
255,057 

76,308 
251,118 

93,597 
111,430 
129,256 
218,530 
147,884 
296,1  18 
101,131 
114,G3G 


Number  of 

acres  in 

1843. 


189,054 
162,637 
990 
214,645 
251,251 
205,829 
217,391 
241,156 

11,702 
248,825 
246,264 

43,706 
145,116 
313,197 
191,451 
160,489 
111,251 
225,251 
168,458 
129,659 
240,303 

60,275 

71,260 
202,644 
264,841 
130,952 


318,690 
239,231 
254,869 
85,432 
252,078 


136,166 
125,784 
219,883 
163,960 
298,981 
102,600 
119,834 


Increase 
in  acres. 


85,995 

7 

16,086 

39,262 

13,006 

15,879 

3,956 

449 

6,217 

1,006 

8,162 

5,337 

3,054 

2,084 

28,184 

3,401 

20,340 

5,145 

1 7,3 1  5 

17,250 

8,384 

7,731 

19,101 

6,935 

1,270 


Dea  e'se 
in  acres. 


1,131 


153,725 
6,700 


9,124 
960 


24,736 

1,353 
16,076 
2,863 
1,469 
5,198 


3,472 


no  re- 
turn 


no  re- 
turn 
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^ 


78 
79 
80 
81 
82 
83 
84 
85 
86 
87 


County. 


Vermillion, 

Vigo, 

Warrick, 

Washington, 

Wayne, 

Warren, 

White, 

Wabash, 

Wells, 

Whitley, 


Number  of 
acres  in 

1842. 


140,312 
189,469 

94,740 
230,000 
258,805 
175,686 

80,230 
186,832 

92,728 
148,679 

13,646,128 


Number  of 

acres  in 

1843. 


145,805 
196,730 
112,038 
241,313 
264,803 
174,327 
86,509 
207,731 
131,215 
169,738 

14,675,599 


Increase  in 
acres. 


5,493 

7,261 

17,298 

11,313 

5,998 


6,279 
20,899 
38,487 
21,059 

1,264,482 


Decre'^se 
in  acres. 


1,359 


27,106 
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Statement  nf  the  j-atea  of  taxation  fur  State,  Counti/,  and  Road  jmr- 
looses  in  each  county,  for  1843. 


County, 

so 

5 

Road  Tax. 

< 

^ 

^ 

-1 

0 

0 

1 

Allen, 

20 

2  mills. 

35 

15  cts.  on  §'100  of  town  lots,) 

and  1-4  cts.  per  acre  on  lands. ^ 

2 
3 

4 

Adams, 

Bartholomew, 

Boone, 

20 
20 
20 

2 
2 
2 

4( 

50 
75 
75 

20  cts.  on  real  estate,  and  H  cts.  per  acre  i 
on  land,  7.5  cts.  on  each  $100,  of  town  > 
lots  and  improvements.                          \ 

10  cents  on  the  acre. 

5 

Brown, 

20 

2 

;( 

20 

6 

Blackford, 

20 

2 

" 

60 

1    25  on  the  100  acres. 

7 

Benton, 

20 

2 

t; 

60 

10 

8 

Clark, 

20 

2 

(i 

30 

5 

9 

Clay, 

20 

2 

t; 

40 

15 

10 

Crawford, 

20 

2 

4; 

25 

11 

Carroll, 

20 

2 

u 

25 

12i 

13 

Cass, 

20 

2 

u 

40 

20 

13 

Clinton, 

20 

2 

(. 

13 

12i 

14 

Dearborn, 

20 

2 

;( 

10 

10 

15 

Decatur, 

20 

2 

a 

20 

7 

16 

Daviess, 

20 

2 

u 

30 

17 

Dubois, 

20 

2 

;( 

40 

24 

18 

Delaware, 

20 

2 

(; 

45 

12 

19 

DeKalb, 

20 

2 

n, 

70 

,<^1    25 

20 

Elkhart, 

20 

2 

(; 

25 

^5 

21 

Fayette, 

20 

2 

(( 

10 

5 

22 

Floyd, 

20 

2 

;; 

25 

5 

23 

Franklin, 

20 

2 

(I 

16 

5 

24 

Fountain, 

20 

2 

(. 

15 

10 

25 

Fulton, 

20 

2 

(( 

40 

U 

26 

Gibson, 

20 

2 

<; 

30 

27 

Green, 

20 

2 

(( 

30 

10 

28 

Grant, 

20 

2 

(; 

20 

10 

29 
30 

Hamilton, 
Harrison, 

20 
20 

2 
2 

(4 
4( 

10 
10 

15  cts.  on  each  $'100  of  town  ^ 
and  imp. :  H  on  each  acre  > 

31 

Hendricks, 

20 

2 

u 

08 

5  of  land.                                ) 

32 
33 

Henry, 

Hancock, 

20 
20 

2 

2 

(( 
(( 

10 
25 

10 
5 

34 

Huntington, 

20 

2 

(( 

35 

H  per  acre  :  15  cts.  on  $'100  ) 

35 

Jackson, 

20 

2 

(( 

40 

5     vol.  town  lots  and  imp.    \ 
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i 

County. 

•fro 

o 

Road  Tax. 

36 

Jefferson, 

20 

2  mills. 

18 

5 

37 

Jennings, 

20 

2     " 

25 

o 

38 

Johnson, 

20 

2     " 

10 

5 

39 

Jay, 

20 

2     " 

30 

15 

40 

Jasper, 

20 

2     " 

I    70 

10 

41 

Knox, 

20 

2     " 

20 

5 

42 

Kosciusko, 

20 

2     " 

40 

H  per  acre,  and  15  cents  on) 

43 

Lawrence, 

20 

2     " 

25 

H  "     [each  $100  of  t'n  lots. 5 

44 

Lagrange, 

20 

2     "■ 

80 

45 
46 

Laporte, 
Lake, 

20 
20 

2      u 

2     " 

24   8 
1    50 

10 
20 

47 

Madison, 

20 

2     " 

20 

10 

48 

Marion, 

20 

2     " 

15 

3         ^ 

49 

Martin, 

20 

2     '• 

40 

50 

Monroe, 

20 

2     ■' 

20 

51 

Montgomery, 

20 

2     " 

15 

5 

52 

Morgan, 

20 

2     " 

20 

15 

53 

Miami, 

20 

2     " 

35 

H  on  each  acre,  15  cents  on) 

54 

Marshall, 

20 

2     " 

40 

20                              town  lots. 5 

55 

Noble, 

20 

2     •' 

60 

li  on  each  acre. 

56 

Orange, 

20 

2     " 

15 

57 

Owen, 

20 

2     '• 

20 

58 

Parke, 

20 

2     " 

30 

59 

Perry, 

20 

2     " 

30 

' 

GO 

Pike, 

20 

2      a 

30 

61 

Posey, 

20 

2     *• 

20 

62 

Putnam, 

20 

2     '' 

12J 

10 

63 

Porter, 

20 

2     '• 

50 

10            . 

64 

Pulaski, 

20 

2     " 

65 

Randolph, 

20 

2     " 

30 

15 

66 

Ripley, 

20 

2     " 

20 

10 

67 

Rush, 

20 

2     t. 

5 

10 

68 

Scott, 

20 

2     " 

40 

20 

69 

Shelby, 

20 

2     '• 

20 

10 

70 

Spencer, 

20 

2     " 

71 

Sullivan, 

20 

2     a 

25 

5 

72 

Switzerland, 

20 

2     " 

30 

15 

73 

St.  Joseph, 

20 

2     " 

25 

10 

74 

Steuben, 

20 

2     '• 

70 

li  c.  each  acre  land,   15  c.) 

75 

Tippecanoe, 

20 

2     " 

35 

10             on  $100  town  lots.J 

15 
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County. 

eS 

^    ^ 
^-^ 

■^ 
S 

s 

o 

O 

Road  Tax. 

i 

>2 

Tax 
deaf 

76 

Union, 

20 

2niills. 

163 

10 

77 

Vanderburgh, 

20 

2     " 

70 

5 

78 

Vermillion, 

20 

2     « 

20 

5 

79 

Vigo, 

20 

2     (( 

15 

5 

80 

Warrick, 

20 

2     « 

20 

81 

Washington, 

20 

2     " 

10 

5 

82 

Wayne, 

20 

2     " 

1   25 

5 

83 

Warren, 

20 

2     " 

25 

124 

84 

White, 

20 

2     " 

25 

10 

85 

Wabash, 

20 

2     « 

25 

H  c.  on  each  acre  of  land,  15  c.  on  t'n  lots. 

86 

Wells, 

20 

2     " 

35 

li  on  each  acre  of  land. 

87 

Whitley, 

20 

2     " 

50 

li  c.  on  each  acre  of  land,  15  c.  $100  t.  lots 
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INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT  FUND. 


1.  The  amount  received  of  water  rents  on  the  Northern 

division  Central  canal,  -  -  -  $'3,364    16 

2.  The  amount  received  of  water  rents  on  the    White 

Water  canal,  -  -  -  -  400  00 

3.  The  amount  received  of  tolls  on  the  White  Water 

canal,  -  -  -  -  -  142  32 

4.  The  amount  received  of  tolls  on  the  Madison  and  In- 

dianapolis rail-road,    .  -  -  -  12,025  06 

5.  The  amount  received  of  tolls  and  water  rents  on  the 

Wabash  and  Erie  canal,  east  of  the  Tippecanoe 

river,  -----  46,870  38 

6.  The  amount  refunded  of  payments  for  sites  for  wa- 

ter power  on  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal,  east  of 

the  Tippecanoe  river,  -  -  -  410  00 

7.  The  amount  received  of  final   and  partial   payments 

on  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  lands  east  of  the 
Tippecanoe  river,       -  -  -  -  19,252  16 

8.  The  amount  received  of  interest  on  lands  of  the  Wa- 

bash and  Erie  canal,  east  of  the  Tippecanoe  river,    17,125  64 

9.  The  amount  received  on  sales  of  Wabash  and  Erie 

canal  lands,  east  of  the  Tippecanoe  river,      -  6,764   31 

10.  The  amount  refunded  of  incidental  expenses  of  Wa- 

bash and  Erie  canal,  east  of  the  Tippecanoe  river,          100  00 

11.  The  amount  received  of  interest  on  the  third  instal- 

ment surplus  revenue,  -  -  -  2,018   80 

12.  The  amount  of  scrip  issued  for  Wabash  and  Erie  ca- 

nal, east  of  the  Tippecanoe  river,  including  ^33,- 

253  24,  of  old  scrip,  cancelled,  -  -  58,223  24 

13.  The  amount  of  scrip  issued  for  Wabash  and  Erie  ca- 

nal, west  of  the  Tippecanoe  river,  and  deposited 
by  auditor  of  public  accounts,  in  treasurer  of  state's 
office,  ....  -  303,980  00 

14.  The  amount  received  on  account  of  fund  for  liqui- 

dating surplus  revenue  bonds,  -  -  140  40 

15.  The  amount  received  on  sales  of  state  bonds,    -  15,055  98 

1 6.  The  amount  received  on  account  of  the  compromise 

property  taken  of  the  Cohens  and  Josephs,   -  1,000  00 

17.  The  amount  of  incidental  expenses  of  fund  Commis- 

sioners, refunded,       -  -  -  -  908  01 

18.  The  amount  of  sales  of  lands,  mortgaged  to  Lawren- 

ceburgh  and  Indianapolis  railroad,      -  -  2,543  61 

19.  The  amount  received  on  sales  of  lands  of  Wabash 

and  Erie  canal,  west  of  the  Tippecanoe  river,  46,076  25 


Total  amount  of  receipts  fi-orn  Nov.  1st,  1842,  to  Nov. 

1st,  1843,  $536,400   32 


no 

EXPENDITURES. 

1.  The  amount  audited  for  construction  of  Madison  and  Indianapo- 

lis railroad,         -----     $'92,414  22 

2.  The  amount  audited  for  damages  to  contractors 

on  Jeffersonville  and  Crawfordsville  road,  -  3  00 

3.  The  amount  audited  on  account  of  contingent  ex- 

penses of  fund  commissioners,  (state  agent,)     -  5,253   84 

4.  The  amount  of  state's  proportion  of  toils  received 

on  the  jMadison  and  Indianapolis  railroad,  invest- 
ed in  stock  agreeably  to  chapter  1,  of  General 
Lawsof  1842,  -        '     -  -  -  -  5,638  04 

5.  The    amount    audited    for  incidental    expenses   of 

Wabash   and   Erie  canal,  east  of  Tippecanoe 

river,       ------  5,993  33 

6.  The  amount  audited  for  construction  of  Wabash 

and  Erie  canal,  east  of  the  Tippecanoe  river,  -  5,275  41 

7.  The    amount  audited  for  repairs  of  Wabash  and 

Erie  canal  cast  of  the  Tippecanoe  river,  -        15,279  42 

8.  The  amount  of  interest  on  internal  improvement 

bonds,  paid  to  Treasurer  of  United  States,        -        17,375  47 

9.  The  amount  audited  for  construction  of  Wabash 

and  Erie  canal,  west  of  Tippecanoe  river,         -      230,523  64 

10.  The  ainount    audited  on  account   of  damages    to 

right  of  way  White  Water  canal,  -  -  853  32 

11.  The    amount    audited    for   incidental  expenses  of 

iMadison  and  Indianapolis  railroad,         -  -  6,243  63 

12.  The  amount  audited  for  repairs  of  Madison    and 

Indianapolis  railroad,      -  -  -  -  1,344  31 

13.  The  amount    audited  of  outstanding  accounts  of 

JMadison  and  Indianapolis  railroad         -  -  1,785  51 

14.  The    amount    audited    for    incidental  expenses  of 

Wabash  and    Erie  canal,  west  of  Tippecanoe 

river,      ------        10,375  76 

15.  The  amount  audited  for  incidental  expenses  of  Eel 

River  cross-cut  canal,    -  -  -  -  129  42 

16.  The  amount  audited  for  damages  for  right  of  way 

Eel  River  cross-cut  canal,  -  -  -  853  89 

17.  Tiie  amount  audited  on  account  of  the  compromise 

properly  t;iken  of  Cohens  and  Josephs,  -  ?44  44 

18.  The  amount  audited  on  account  of  the  Jersey  City 

property,  held  on  mortgage  for  bonds  sold  by 

fund  commissioners,       -  .  .  -  427   12 

19.  The  amount  audited  on  account  of  the  Morris  Ca- 

nal and  Banking  Company  property,     -  -  593  61 

20.  The  amount  audited    for    incidental    expenses   of 

Central  canal,  northern  division,  -  -  542  22 

21.  The  amount  audited  on  account  of  Lawrcnccburgh 

and  Indianapobs  railroad,  .  -  -  349   36 


lil 

22.  The  amount  audited  for  construction  of  Eel  River 

cross-cut  canal,  ....  1,870  00 

23.  The    amount  audited  for  construction  of  Central 

canal,  (northern  division)  -  -  -  G14  43 

24.  The  amount  audited  for  repairs  of  Central  canal, 

(northern  division)         -  .  .  .  2,545  81 

25.  The  amount  audited  for  damages  to  Wabash  and 

Erie  canal,  east  of  Tippecanoe  river,   -  -  2,717  92 

26.  The  amount  audited  for  purchases  of  lots  for  water 

power  Wabash  and  Erie  canal,  east  of  Tippeca- 
noe river,  .....  730  00 

27.  The  amount  audited  of  interest  on  Wabash  and 

Erie  canal  lands  east  of  the  Tippecanoe  river, 

refunded,  .  .  .  .  .  76   14 

28.  The  amount    refunded  of    final  and    partial    pay- 

ments on  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  lands,  east  of 

the  Tippecanoe  river,    .  .  .  .  18   86 


Total  expenditures  from  1st  Nov.,  1842,  to  31st  Oct., 

1843,  inclusive,  ....   ,§416,072   12 


WORKS    COMPOSING    THE   INTERNAL    IMPROVEMENT 
SYSTEM  PROPER. 

The  internal  improvement  system  proper,  includes  the  following 
public  works,  viz.:  Madison  and  Indianapolis  railroad;  New  Albany 
and  Vincennes  turnpike  road;  Jeft'ersonville  and  Crawfordsville  turn- 
pike road;  Lafayette  and  Indianapolis  turnpike  road;  Northern  Divi- 
sion of  Central  canal;  Southern  Division  of  Central  canal;  Eel 
River  cross-cut  canal;  Erie  and  Michigan  canal;  White  Water  canal; 
and  Joint  Improvement  of  the  grand  rapids  of  the  Wabash  river,  by 
Indiana  and  Illinois. 

Of  the  foregoing  works,  the  Madison  and  Indianapolis  railroad; 
White  Water  canal;  and  Eel  River  cross-cut  canal,  have  been  trans- 
ferred by  the  state  to  companies  for  completion. 

The  expenditures  and  receipts  on  account  of  each  of  these  works 
mav  be  stated  as  follows,  viz.: 
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MADISON  AND  INDIANAPOLIS  RAILROAD. 


EXPF.NPITURES. 


The  am't  expended  on  this  work  up  to  Nov.  1st,  1842,  $1,524,289  77 

1843.  By  Treasurer  of  State  for  construc- 
tion  $92,414  22 

1843.  By  Treasurer  of  State  for  repairs,  .      1,344  31 

1843.  By  Treasurer  of  State  for   contin- 
gencies,  ....      6,243  63 

100,002   16 


Total   expenditures  on  the    Madison  and  Indianapolis 

raih-oad,  up  to  Nov.  1st,  1843,  .  .  $1,624,29193 

RECEIPTS. 

Amount  of  tolls  received  up  to  Nov.  1st,  1842,  .     $50,468  15 

Amount  of  tolls  received  up  to  Nov.  1st,  1843,  .         12,025  06 

Making  total  of  receipts  up  to  Nov.  1st,  1843,  .      $62,493  21 

NEW  ALBANY  AND   VINCENNES  ROAD. 

EXPENDITURES. 

There    was    expended    on  this  work  up  to  Nov.  1st, 

1842,  ......    $675,241   47 

Since  which  period,  no  expenditures  have  been  reported  by  com- 
missioner. 

RECEIPTS. 

There  was    received  on  account  of  this  work  up  to  November  1st, 
1842,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .        $6,047    12 

Since  which  period  no  receipts  have  been  reported  by  commissioner. 

JEFFERSONVILLE   AND   CRAWFORDSVILLE    ROAD. 

EXPENDITURES. 

There  was  expended  on  this  work  up  to  Nov.  1,  1842,  $336,939   13 
1843.  By  Tr'r  of  State,  for  damages  to  contractors,     .  3  00 

Making  total  expenditures  up  to  Nov.  1st.  1843.  .   $336,942  13 
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RECEIPTS. 

None. 

LAFAYETTE   AND   INDIANAPOLIS   ROAD. 

EXPENDITURES. 

The  amount   expended  on  this  work  up  to  Oct.  31st 

1840,  ......      $'73,142  67 

Since  which  period,  nothing  lias  been  expended. 

RECEIPTS.  .     ■ 

None. 

NORTHERN  DIVISION  OF  CENTRAL  CANAL. 

EXPENDITURES. 

There   was  expended  on  this  work  up  to  November 

1st,  1842,           -              -              .              -  .             $841,419  31 

1843,  by  Treasurer  of  state,  for  construc- 
tion,      ...             -  614  43 

1843,  by  Treasurer  of  State  for  repairs,  2,545  81                     ■ 
"                  "                   "        for  Contin- 
gencies,         -              -              -  542  22            3,702  46 


Total  expenditures  up  to  Nov.  1st,  1843,  $845,121   77 


RECEIPTS. 


Amount  received  from  rents  of  water  power  up  to  Nov. 

1st,  1842,  -  -  -  -  -  |5,050  59 

Amount  received   for  rents  of  water  during  the  year 

ending  Oct.  31st,  1843,  -  -  -'  3,364   16 


Making  total  receipts  up  to  Nov.  1st,  1843,  $8,414  75 

SOUTHERN  DIVISION  OF  CENTRAL  CANAL. 


EXPENDITURES. 


There  has  been  expended  on  this  work  up  to  Nov.  1st 

1842,      ------  $574,646  69 

Since  which  time  the  work  has  been  suspended. 


Ill 

UEl'EIPT:?. 

None. 

EEL  RIVER  CROSS  CUT  CANAL. 

KXPKNDITUUES. 

There  was  expended  on  this  work  up  to  November  1st, 

1842,     ------  $432,902  01 

]  843,  by  Treasurer  of  state  for  construction,      1,870  00 
"  "  "       damages,  right 

of  way,        -  -  -  -  853  89 

"  "       contingencies,  129  42  2,853  31 

Making  expenditures  up  to  Nov.  1st,  1843.  ^435,755  32 

RECEIPTS. 

None. 

ERIE  AND  MICHIGAN  CANAL. 

EXPENDITURES. 

There  has  been  expended  on  this  work  up  to  Nov.  1st, 

1842,      ------  $155,429  97 

Since  which  time  the  work  has  been  suspended. 

KECEH'TS. 

None. 

WHITE  WATER  CANAL. 

EXPENDITURES. 

There   was  expended   on   this  work  up  to  Nov.   1st, 

1842,     ------  $1,101,224   32 

1843,  by  Treasurer  of  state,  for  damage,  right  of  way,  853  32 

Making  total  expenditures  up  to  Nov.  1st,  1843.  $'1,102,077  54 
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UECEIPTS. 


Total  receipts  up  to  Nov.  1st,  1842,  -  -  9,355  09 

Amount  received  of  tolls  up  to  Nov.  1st, 

1843,     -  -  -  -  142  32 

Amount  received  of  water  rents  up  to  Nov. 

1st,  1843,  -  .  .  400  00 


542  32 


Making  total  receipts  up  to  Nov.  1st,  1843,  $9,897  41 

IMPROVEMENT  AT  GRAND  RAPIDS  OF  WABASH  RIVER. 

EXPENDITURES.  -  . 

The  whole  amount  expended  on  this  work  up  to  Oct. 

30th,  1840,is     -----  |14,288  42 

Since  which  time  the  work  has  been  suspended. 

RECEIPTS. 

None.  . 

WABASH  AND  ERIE  CANAL  EAST  OF  TIPPECANOE 

RIVER. 

EXPENDITURES. 

There  was  expended  on  this  work  up  to  Nov.  1st, 

1842,     .-..-.         ^2,641,438  27 

1843.    By  Treasurer  of  State  for  construc- 
tion,     ...  -  |5,275  41 

1843.  By  Treasurer  of  State  for  repairs,        15,279  42 

1843.  By  Treasurer  of  State  for  damages 

for  right  of  way,  -  .  -       2,717  92 

1843.  By  Treasurer  of  State  for  purchases 

of  lots  for  water  power,  .  -  730  00 

1843.  By  Treasurer  of  State  for  con tingen- 
gencies,  ...  -        5,993  33 


29,996  08 


Total  expenditures  up  to  Nov.  1  St,  1 843,  ./.:(>    $2,671,434  35 


RECEIPTS. 


There  was  received  on  account  of  this  work  up  to 

Nov.  1st,  1842.  -  .  .  -  |601,564  74 

16 
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1 843.  From  tolls  and  rents  of  water  power,  46,870  38 
1843.  From  payments  for  sites  for  water 

power,  refunded,            -             -             -  410  00 

1843.  From  final  and  partial  payments,  19,252  16 

1843.  From  interest  on  canal  lands,  17,125  64 

1843.  From  sales  of  lands,  6,764  31 

1843.  From  contingencies  refunded,  100  00 


90,522  49 


Total  receipts  up  to  Nov.  1st,  1843,  ^692,087  23 


RECAPITULATION. 


Total  amount  expended  up  to  1st  Nov.,  1843,  f  2,67 1,434  35 

Total  amount  received  up  to  1st  Nov.,  1843,  692,087  23 

Making  the  amount  advanced  for  the  work,  over  its 

receipts,  |1,979,347  12 


WABASH  AND  ERIE  CANAL  SCRIP  EAST  OF 
Tl?FECANOE,—Outslandwg. 

There  was  outstanding  and  unredeemed  of  this  scrip,  on  the  31st  of 
Oct.,  1842,     ...---     |83,870  60 

The  amount  issued  under  the  act  of  1841,  chapter  118 
of  general  laws,  during  the  year  ending  November 
1st,  1843,      ......        58,223  24 


Total,  |142,093  84 

The  amount  redeemed  and  cancelled  at  the  Treasury 

during  the  year  ending  Nov.  1st,  1843,         -  -        64,871  79 

Making  the  circulation  on  Nov.  1st,  1843,        -  -      |77,222,05 

About  20,000  dollars  of  this  is  supposed  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
commissioner  but  not  yet  cancelled  in  this  office. 

WABASH    AND    ERIB    CANAL    WEST    OF  TIPPECANOE 

RIVER. 

EXPENDITURES. 

The  amount  expended  on  this  work  up  to  November 

1st,  1843,       .--...  |429,225  74 
1843.  By  Tr'r  of  State  for  construction    f  236,523  64 
1843.  By  Tr'r  of  State  for  contingencies-    10,375  76 

!    :     ;!■■>•>   Viii   '<     ':<•..• $246,899  40 

Total  expenditures  up  to  Nov.  1st,  184  3,  -  -  ,$676,125   14 
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RECEIPTS. 

1843.  From  sales  of  lands,  -  -   ^-46,076  25 


$A6,07G  25 


Total  receipts  up  to  Nov.  1st,  1843,     -  -  -     ^46,076  25 

WABASH  AND  ERIE   CANAL  SCRIP  WEST  OF 
TIPPECANOE   RIVER. 

The  amount  issued  of  this  scrip  up  to  Nov.   1st,   1842,  being  num- 
bered from  1  to  39,200,         -  -  -  .   $196,000  00 

The  amount  issued  during  the  year  ending  Nov.   1st, 

1843,  .--.-.      303,980  00 


Total  issued,  -  $'499,980  00 

The  amount  redeemed  and  cancelled,  -  -        29,255  00 


Leaving  in  circulation  on  the  1st  Nov.,  1843,  -  $470,725  00 

Of  this  sum,  46,075  dollars  is  deposited  in  the  Treasury  by  the 
commissioner  but  not  yet  cancelled. 


SALES   OF   WABASH   AND   ERIE   CANAL   LANDS   EAST 
OF  TIPPECANOE   RIVER. 

The  total  amount  of  sales  prior  to  Nov.  1st,  1842,       -  $705,768  02 
The  amount  of  sales  during  the  year  ending  Oct.    1st, 
1843,  not  reported  at  the  time  of  making  this  report. 


Total,  $705,768  02 

PAYMENTS   FOR   WABASH   AND    ERIE   CANAL  LANDS 
EAST  OF   TIPPECANOE   RIVER. 

The  amount  received  for  one  fourth  payments  at  time  of  purchase, 

prior  to  Oct.  1st,  1842,  -  -  -  -$194,191   40 

The  amount  received  during  the  year  ending  Oct.  1st, 

1843,  -  -  -  -  -  -  4,387  94 

The  amount  received  for  final  and  partial  payments  by 

purchasers  prior  to  Nov.  1st,  1842,  -  -  -        79,841    26 

The  amount  received  during  the  year  ending  Oct.  1st, 

1843,  ■  .  ■  .-  ■  "  -         14,635  79 

The  amount  of  interest   received   prior  to  Nov.    1st, 

1842,  .  =  ..,,       178,499  77 
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The  amount  of  interest  received  during  the  year  end- 
ing Oct.  1st,  1843,     -----  5,280  82 


Total  received  from  canal  lands  east  of  Tippecanoe 

river,  -  -  -  -  -  -  $476,836  98 


WABASH  AND   ERIE    CANAL   LANDS   EAST  OF  TIPPE- 
CANOE RIVER. 

The  whole  grant  of  1827  for  the  construction  of  the 
canal  east  of  Tippecanoe  river,  selected  at  various 
times,  and  confirmed  by  the  general  government  up  to 
Nov.  1st,  1843,  "  -  -  -         Acres,        325,041    14 

The  whole  quantity  sold  by  commissioners  prior  to 
Nov.  1st,  1842,  -  Acres,         302,953  73 

The  quantity  reserved  from  sale  by   com- 
missioners for  the  use  of  the  canal.  1,162  27 

. 304,116  00 


Total  quantity  unsold  up  to  Nov.  1st,  1842,  20,925   14 

The  number  of  acres  sold  during  the  year  ending  Nov.  1st,  1843, 
not  reported  by  commissioner. 

SALES  OF  WABASH   AND   ERIE    CANAL   LANDS  WEST 
OF  TIPPECANOE  RIVER. 

The  amount  sold  prior  to  Dec.  1st,  1842,  -  $60,723  14 

The  amount  of  sales  during  the  year  ending  Oct.  1st, 

1843.     -.-.-.  88,554  40 


Total  of  sales,  •    ^  |149,277  54 

PAYMENTS   FOR    WABASH   AND   ERIE   CANAL   LANDS 
WEST  OF  TIPPECANOE  RIVER. 

The  amount  received  for  principal  prior  to  Dec.   1st, 

1842,     -  -  -  -  -  -  $27,812  23 

The  amount  of  interest  from  purchasers  prior  to  Dec, 

1st,  1842, 1,973  77 

Total  received  prior  to  Dec.  1st,  1842,  $29,786  00 

The  amount  of  principal  and  interest  received  during 

the  year  ending  Oct.  1st,  1843,  -  -  52,284  20 

Total  receipts  for  lands  west  of  Tippecanoe  river,     $82,070  20 
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WABASH   AND  ERIE  CANAL   LANDS   WEST  OF  TIPPE- 
CANOE RIVER. 

The  quantity  of  the  grants  of  Wabash  and  Erie  canal 
lands  for  the  extension  of  said  canal  from  the  mouth 
of  Tippecanoe  river  to  Terre  Haute,  Acres,  294,699 

The  quantity  selected  and  offered  for  sale  prior   to 

Nov.  1st,  1842,  -  -  -         Acres,         138,640  04 

The  additional  selections  made  during  1843,  not  report- 
ed to  this  office  prior  to  the  making  of  this  report. 

Total  of  selections  reported  Nov.  1st,  1842,  138,640  04 

The  quantity  sold  prior  to  Nov.  1st,  1842,     Acres,  14,734   18 

123,905   86 
The  quantity  sold  during  the  year  ending  Oct.  1st,  1842,     24,403  96 


Leaving  unsold  of  lands  selected,  -         Acres,  99,501  90 

To  which  add  the  remainder  of  the  grant  yet  to  be  re- 
ported to  this  office,  (if  selected,)         -         Acres,  156,058  96 


The  total  quantity  belonging  to  the  grant  undisposed 

of,         -  -  -  -  -         Acres,  255,560  86 


TOLLS  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS  FOR  1843. 

RECEIPTS. 

[See  Tabular  Statement  No.  1 1 .] 

The  amount  received  for  tolls  at  Lafayette  during  the 

year  ending  Nov.  1st,  1843,  .  .  .     $17,261   56 

The  amount  received  for  tolls  at  Logansport  during  the 

year  ending  Nov.  1st,  1843,  .  .  .  5,249  20 

The  amount  received  for  tolls  at  Lagro  during  the  year 

ending  Nov.  1st,  1844,  .  .  .  .  994  36 

The  amount  received  for  tolls  at  Fort  Wayne  during 

the  year  ending  Nov.  1st,  1843,        .  .  .         19,506  52 

The  amount  received  for  tolls  at  Lawrenceburgh  during 

the  year  ending  Nov.  1st,  1843,        .  .  .  92  50 

The  amount  received  for  tolls  at  Brookville  during  the 

year  ending  Nov.  1st,  1843,  .  .  .  50  00 

The  amount  received  for  tolls  on  Madison  and  Indian- 
apolis railroad  during  the  year  ending  Nov.  1st, 
1843,  ......         12,173  25 
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The  amount  received  for  tolls  on  New  Albany  and 
Vinf.ennes  road  during  the  year  ending  Nov.  1st, 
1843,  ...... 

Total, 

PAYMENTS     AT     TREASURY     FOR    TOLLS. 


1,630    15 


^56,957  54 


The  amount  paid  by  collectors  of  tolls  during   the  year   ending 
Nov.  1st,  1843,  is  as  follows,  viz.: 

The  amount  paid  by  collector  at  Lafayette,  .  .  ^17,125  83 
The  amount  paid  by  collector  at  Logansport,  .  .  5,249  20 
The  amount  paid  by  collector  at  Lagro,  .  .  835  28 
The  amount  paid  by  collector  at  Fort  Wayne,  ,  19,312  87 
The  amount  paid  by  collector  at  Lawrenceburgh,  .  55  00 
The  amount  paid  by  collector  at  Brookville,  .  .  50  00 
The  amount  paid  by  agent  on  Madison  and  Indianapo- 
lis railroad,   ......  7,521  48 


Total, 


,090  4G 


CONTINGENCIES  OF  TOLL  COLLECTORS. 

The  amount  paid  at  Lafayette, 

The  amount  paid  at  Logansport, 

The  amount  paid  at  Lagro, 

The  amount  paid  at  Fort  Wayne, 

The  amount  paid  at  Lawrenceburgh,  . 

The  amount  paid  on  Mndison  and  Indianapolis  railroad. 

The  amount  paid  on  New  Albany  and  Vincennes  road. 


Total, 


$135  73 

56  73 

159  03 

193  65 

37   32 

4,651   77 

1,630  15 


|6,864  43 


OVERPAYMENTS  BY   COLLECTORS. 


The  amount  overpaid  by  collector  at  Lafayette,           .  ^4  77 

The  amount  overpaid  by  collector  at  Lagro,    .              .  39  66 

The  amount  overpaid  by  collector  at  Fort  Wayne,      .  1   87 
The  amount  overpaid  by  agent  on  New   Albany   and 

Vincennes  road,        .....  108   12 

Total  fl54  42 


BALANCE  IS     collectors'  HANDS. 


The  amount  in  hands  of  collector  at  Logansport,         .  $2  47 

The  amount  in  hands  of  collector  at  Lawrenceburgh,  18 


Total, 


$2  €5 
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The  amount  paid  to  collectors  for  their  salaries,  which  has  hereto- 
fore been  included  in  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  respective  col- 
lectors and  by  them  deducted  from  the  tolls  received,  is  not  included 
in  the  above  account  for  contingent  expenses  of  the  collectors  on  the 
Wabash  and  Erie  canal;  but  such  contingencies  were  paid  by  the 
commissioner  of  the  canal  as  a  part  of  his  incidental  expenses. 


STATEMENT  No.    \1— Water  Rents. 

The  amount  due  for  water   rents  prior  to  Nov.  1st,  1843,  is  as 

follows:  .    :  ,      . 

From  Wabash  and  Erie  canal,  .  .  .       $4,508  80 

From  White  Water  canal,        ....  1,325  00 

From  Central  canal,     .....  4,877  82 


Total,  |10,711  62 

The  amount  of  rents  due  for  1843,  viz.: 


From  Wabash  and  Erie  canal,   .  .       ^3,599  12 

From  Central  canal,       .  .  .  4,275  00 


7,874   12 


Total  up  to  Nov.  1st,  1843,      ....     ^18,58574 

The  amount  paid  is  as  follows: 

The  amount  on  Wabash  and  Erie  canal,       $1,713  58 
The  amount  on  White  Water  canal,       .  475  00 

The  amount  on  Central  canal,    .  .  4,978  60 

7,167  18 


The  balance  due  Nov.  1st,  1843,  .  .  .     $11,418  56 
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STATEMENT    NO.    10. 

Exhibiting  the  total  amount  of  Receipts  for  collections,  and  moneys  paid  into  the  State   Treasury  by  the  respective  collectors  of  Tolls  on  the   Jfabash  and  Eric  and   irhite    Hater  Canals,  Madison 

jXetc  Albany  and   Vincennes  McAdamized  Road,  from  the  \st  October,  1842,  to  \st  October,  1843. 


nd  Indianapolis  Railroad,  and 


WABASH  AND  ERIE  CANAL. 

WHITE  WATER  CANAL. 

Madison  and  Indiana- 
polis Railroad. 

New  Albany  and 
Vincennes  road. 

Aggregate  of  all 
llie  works. 

Lafayette. 

Eogansport. 

Lagro. 

Fort  Wayne. 

Total. 

Lawrenceburgh. 

Brookville. 

Total. 

Unlancc  in  collector's  hands,  October  Ist,  1  U%         .         .         .         . 

45 
and  Dec,       403  28 

<  Sept.  and  Oct. 
I                      118  79 

17  39 

1   49 
(Aug.  &  Sept. 
)                    1,611   93 
(Oct.  &  Nov. 
(                   1,740  34 

1    94 

2,750  86 

1,740  34 
461   36 

2  50 
Sept.                 90  00 

10 
49  90 

2  60 
139  90 

2,661   43 

07  24 
1,434  79 

2,763  21 

anil  Dec.      599  47 

Total  nmount  r.ollected  (luring  the  month  of  November,  ]8'12, 
«t               »            "                »            December,    "     - 

(  Fell.  Mcr.  & 

J    April,          ICO  94 

(-Feb.  Mar.  & 

I  and  April,    115  49 

fFeb.  to 

1  May,              29  93 

Oct.  &.  Nov. 

2,530  49 

Fob.             3,505  26 
2,272  Gl 
1,143  40 

Feb.                   135  00 

u                u             u                 "             I'obruarV)    " 

March,         "      -        - 
April,           "      - 
May,             "      - 

[  

\:;;;:;:;;:::;::::::::::::: 

\:::: 

103  24 
1,432  00 
1,442  29 
1,814    15 
3,097  02 
3,852  54 
4,214   05 
1    87 

163  24 
7,135  93 
3,581    39 
6,785  09 
5,361   49 
7,676  67 
7,317  03 
46  30 



anil  .June,    5,292  24 

and  June,    1,981  08 

411   09 
158  02 
87  61 
131   87 

"        .I'-iy-         "    -      • 

u               u            u                "            Au;;ust,        " 
"                 "             '*                 "             Spptomber,  " 
.L                 u             u                 u             October,       "      - 

3,353  91 
2,122  60 
2,004  G5 
3,102  98 
477  00 

and  Aug.,     1,529  42 

and  Oct.,     1,219  48 

30  00 

108   12 

Totirl 

Arm.iuil  piiiil  iiilc  the  Stiitc  TrcaHiiry  for  the  numlli  of  November, 

■'                "                         "                             "            Ilccember, 
"               "                       "                           "           Jan'y,  1043, 

«                             «            Fcb'y,      » 

"                 "                          "                             "            March,    " 

April,      " 

'■                "                        "                           "           May,       " 

'•                "                       "                           «           June,       « 

"           July, 

"                "                       "                           "           Aujjust,  " 

"                "                       "                           "           Sept'r,     " 

October," 

Nov-r,      " 

17,201   50 

5,249  20 
and  Dec,        3G5  00 

994   36 

1    .Sept.  &  Oct. 

j                         09  20 

19,500  52 

(Aug.  &  -Sept. 

i                    1,550  03 

(Oct.  &  Nov. 

\                   1,468  09 

43,011   64 

1,619  32 

2,403  09 
100  41 

92  50 

50  00 

142  50 

12,173  25 

Oct.                 160  95 

(Nov.          1,069  00 

(Jan.             262  22 

6,039  22 

1,630   16 

66,957  64 

1,700  27 

3,677  18 
6,391   86 

570  00 
100  41 

Sept.                  65  00 

Sept.                  60  00 

105  00 

May.               321   61 
May.             1,595  00 
1,415  00 
1,815  00 
3,098  24 
3,840  00 
4,210  00 

321   61 
8,975  00 
1,415  00 
7,319  54 
5,435   11 
6,366  00 
8,510  00 

321   61 
8,976  00 
1,415  00 
7,319  64 
5,436   11 
6,305  00 
8,510  00 

and  June,    6,280  00 

and  June,    2,100  00 

3,340  42 
2,205  00 
2,525  00 
3,105  00 

and  Aug.,    1,530  00 

634   12 
131   87 

1,195  00 

17,125    03 
135  73 

5,190  00 
50  73 
2  47 

835  28 
159  08 

19,312  87 
193  05 

42,463  98 

645   19 

2  47 

66  00 

37  32 

18 

50  00 

7,521   48 
4,661   77 

60,090  40 

6,804  43 

2  66 

Ciinlingencies,         -         .         -      ' 

37   32 
18 

1,630   15 

T.ilal, 

Total  amount  collected  from  the  first  tolls  rcceiveil,  up  to  (lie  3lsl 

October,  1842,             

Total  amount  collected  for  tlio  year  1043, 

17,201    50 

0,143  04 
17,201    50 

5,240   20 

G,GG1   53 
6,249  20 

994   30 

1,939   54 
994  30 

19,600  52 

8,019  06 
19,506  52 

43,011    64 

23,362   77 
43,011    64 

92  60 

3,180  74 
92  50 

60  00 

3,03S  58 
60  00 

142  60 

6,213  32 
142  60 

12,173  26 

64,403  47 
12,173  25 

1,030   15 

6,047    12 
1,630   16 

56,957  64 

90,116  6B 
66,957  64 

Total 

,«i  23,403   20 

SI  1,710  73 

§2,933  90 

.S  28,1 25  58 

.S'C6,374  41 

.$•3,273  24  I                      §3,082  58 

.56,366  82 

.«!  66,666  72 

$7,677  27 

,§147,074  22 

STATEMENT    NO.    11. 

E.rhibiting-  the  total  amount  of  rents  of  water  power  due  the  State,  and  the  total  amount  collected  on  the   Wabash  and  Eric,  the   White   Water,  and  Central  Canals,  from  the  1st  November,  1842,  to  the  Isl  November,  1843. 


WABASI 

AND  ERIE  CANAL. 

WHITE  WATER  CANAL. 

CENTRAL  CANAL. 
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Total. 

Aggregate  of 

all  water 

reals  in  llic 

State. 

BtilfiDCe  due.  subject  to  deduclio 

1,  &.C.  for  stoppage,  as  per  set- 

■ 

Semi-antiual  rent  due  May  1st, 
Nov.  Ist, 

1st.  1842,       -         -         -         . 
843,      -         -         -         .         . 

$15  00 

S57S  65 

SlOli  67 

$294  68 

$450  OO 

$825  00 

S847  OO 

$1,347  OtI 

$4,506  80 

$125  00 

§250  00 

§100  00 

§500  on 

.$360  00 

81,326  00 

$374  00 

$1,372  52 

$610  81 

$199  2.1 

$253  31 

§013  on 

$776  00 

$750  00 

$4,677  82 

$10,711   63 

300  OC 

375  Ot 

250  on 

2,137  60 

3,937  06 

147  29 

176  00 

275  OC 

324  0(i 

500  00 

350  00 

1.326  00 

300  00 
974  00 

450  0(1 
2,272  62 

112  lie 

300  00 

too  0(1 

260  00 

376  00 

260  00 

2,137  50 

3,937  06 

T«ta!  to  Nov.  Ist,  1843, 

30  0(1 

1,157   09 

416  67 

689   10 

80O  Of 

1,375  00 

1,496  00 

2,2J6  00 

8,107  02 

125  00 

250  00 

100  00 

735  81 

799  25 

483  24 

1,113  00 

1,625  00 

1,260  00 

9,162  82 

18,685  74 

Total  amount  paid  into  the  Si 

to  Treasury  for  rents,  1st  Nov. 

1842  to  l8l  Nov.  1843,       - 
Baiaoce  clue,  subject  to  dcduclio 

ns,  &.C.,          .         .         !         ! 
1843,             -         -         -         , 

579  29 

125  00 

147  29 

260  00 

612  50 

1,713  58 

125  OG 

250  00 

100  00 

475  00 

884  26 

1,760  00 

434  78 

799  26 

83  24 

1,027  07 

4,978  60 

7,167  18 

050  00 

882  50 

6,394  34 

■       " 

500  00 

360  on 

850  CO 

69  76 

6S2  62 

301  03 

4(10  OU 

86  03 

4,174  221 

11,418  SO 

Total  of  rents  up  to  Nov.  1st 

30  00 

1,157  09 

416  67 

6S9  16 

800  00 

1,376  00 

1,495  on 

2,245  00 

8.107  92 

500  on 

350  00 

1.326  CO 

974  OU 

2,272  62 

736  81 

799  26 

483  24 

I.I  13  00 

1,625  00 

1,250  0(1 

9,162  82 

18.684  74 
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PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  public  debt  of  Indiana,  as  per  Tabular  statements  No.  12  and 
13,  for  which  state  bonds  have  been  issued  is  as  follows: 

1.  Bonds  sold  on  account  of  internal  improvement 
system  prior  to  Nov.   1st,  1843,  as  per  reports  of 

fund  commissioners,  ...  ^8,918,000  00 

2.  Bonds  sold  during  same  period  for  Wabash  and 

Erie  canal  east  of  Tippecanoe,         -  -  1,727,000  00 

3.  Bonds  sold  during  same  period  for  state  bank  of 

Indiana,         .....  2,412,000  00 

4.  Bonds  sold  during  same  period  for  4th  instalment 

of  surplus  revenue,    ....  294,000  00 

5.  Bonds  sold  during  same  period  for  Madison  and 
Indianapolis  railroad,  ...  456.000  00 

6.  Bonds  sold  during  same  period  for  the  .payment 

of  interest  on  state  bonds,  -  -  1,100,000  00 

7.  Bonds  sold  during  same  period  on  account  of 
Lawrenceburgh  and  Indianapolis  railroad,  221,000  00 


Total  of  Indiana  bonds  issued,  ^15,128,000  00 

STATE  BONDS  REDEEMED  AND  CANCELLED  NOVEM- 
-  —  BER  1,  1842. 

1.  467     Internal  improvement  bonds,  -  $467,000  00 

2.  7     Wabash  and  Erie  canal  bonds,  -  7,000  00 

3.  20     Bank  loan  bonds,  -  -  -  20,000  00 

4.  32     Surplus  revenue  bonds,  -  -  32,000  00 

5.  120     7  per  cent,  bonds  to  pay  interest  on  bonds,        120,000  00 


Total  redeemed  prior  to  Nov.  1st,  1842,  $646,000  00 

No  official  report  of  the  amount  redeemed  by  the  State  Agent 
during  1843.  His  semi-annual  report  not  having  been  received  in 
time  for  this  report. 


STATE  BONDS  OUTSTANDING. 

'         ■    INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT  BONDS. 

The  amount  of  internal  improvement  bonds  issued  pri- 
or to  Nov.  1st,  1842,     ....         $8,918,00000 

The    amount   redeemed  and    concelled  to  Nov.   1st, 

1842,     ---..-  467,000  000 


Total  outstanding,  •     ■     •  ;;      $8,451,000  00 
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WABASH    AND    ERIE    CANAL    EAST    OF    TIPPECANOE. 

The  amount  of  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  bonds  issued 

prior  to  Nov.  1st,  1842,  -  -  -         $1,727,000  00 

The    amount  redeemed   and  cancelled   to   Nov.    1st, 

1842,     -.-..-  7,000  00 


Total  outstanding,  1 1,7 20,000  00 

STATE    BANK    BONDS. 

The  amount  of  state  bank  loans  for  capital,  under  the 
charter  and  under  the  act  of  1839,  issued  prior  to 
Nov.  1st,  1842,  -  -  -  -  1 2,4 12,000  00 

The   amount  redeemed   and  cancelled  to  Nov.    1st, 

1843,  ------  20,000  00 


Total  outstanding,  |2,392,000  00 

SURPLUS    REVENUE    BONDS. 

The  amount  of  fourth  instalment  of  surplus  revenue 

bonds  issued  prior  to  Nov.  1st,  1842,  |294,000  00 

The    amount  redeemed  and  cancelled  to  Nov.  1st, 

1842,     ------  20,000  00 

Total  outstanding,  |274,000  00 

Note.   These  bonds  are  all  cancelled,  but  not  brought  on  the  books 
of  this  office  prior  to  Nov.  1st,  1843. 

MADISON    AND    INDIANAPOLIS    RAILROAD    BONDS. 

The  amount  of   Madison   and  Indianapolis    railroad 

bonds  issued  prior  to  Nov.  1st,  1842,        -  -         $456,000  00 

None  cancelled  up  to  Nov.  1st,  1842. 

SEVEN  PER  CENT.  BONDS  FOR  PAYMENT  OF  INTEREST  ON 
STATE  BONDS. 

The  amount  of  bonds  issued  for  payment  of  interest 

on  state  bonds,  prior  to  Nov.  1st,  1843.  $1,100,000  00 

The  amount  redeemed  and  cancelled  to  Nov.  1st,  1842,       1 20,000  00 


Total  outstanding,  $980,000  00 

LAAVRENCEBURGH    AND    INDIANAPOLIS    RAILROAD    BONDS. 

The  amount  of  bonds  issued  to  Lawrenceburgli  and 
Indianapolis  railroad  company,  prior  to  Nov.  1st, 
1843,    ...---  |221,000  00 
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Refunded  by  company  and  cancelled  prior  to  Nov.  1st, 
1843.    None. 

Note. — The  bontls  are  nearly  all  in  the  hands  of  the 
Treasurer,  but  the  bringing  them  on  the  books  of  this 
office  has  been  unavoidably  prevented  by  the  com- 
pany not  having  completed  their  deposits  before 
1st  Nov.,  1843. 


TOTAL  BONDS  OUTSTANDING  NOVEMBER,  1843. 

The  total  amount  of  bonds  outstanding  on  1st  Nov., 

1843,  as  appears  by  books  of  this  office,  ^14,482,000  00 

This  amount  is  subject  to  the  following  deduction, 
the  bonds  being  on  hand,  viz: 
The  balance  of  bonds  issued  to  banks  for  advance  of 

4th  instalment  of  surplus  revenue,  262,000  00 


Leaving,  $14,120,000  00 

The  amount  of  Lawrenceburgh  and  Indianapolis  rail- 
road bonds,  as  the  arrangement  is  so  nearly  com- 
pleted as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  it,         -  -  221,000,00 

Leaving  outstanding  Nov.  1st,  1842,  $13,899,000  00 

This  includes  the  bonds  issued  for  capital  of  state  bank. 

OUTSTANDING    STATE    BONDS    FOR    WHICH    NO    PROVISION    IS    MADK    FOR 
SEMI-ANNUAL    INTEREST. 

Internal  improvement  bonds,       ...  $8,451,00000 

Wabash  and  Erie  canal  bonds,   -             -             -  1,720,000  00 

State  bank  bonds,            -             .             .             .  980,000  00 

Madison  and  Indianapolis  railroad  bonds,            -  456,000  00 

7  per  cent,  bonds  issued  for  interest  on  state  bonds,  980,000  00 


Total  of  outstanding  state  bonds  for  the  interest 

of  which  no  provision  is  made,  $12,587,000  00 


INTEREST  DUE  ON  STATE  BONDS. 

The  amount  of  interest  on  $8,451,000,  internal  im- 
provement bonds  from  January  1st,  1841,  to  Jan. 
1st,  1844,  three  years  at  five  per  cent.,  $1,269,650  00 

The  amount  of  interest  on  $1,720,000,  Wabash  and 
Erie  canal  bonds,  same  period,  $100,000,  at  six  per 
cent.,  and  $1,620,000,  at  5  per  cent.,  261,000  00 

18 
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The  amount  of  interest  on  $982,000,  state  bank  bonds 
(for  which  the  bank  does  not  pay  interest,)  during 
same  period  at  6  per  cent.,      -  -  -  147,000  00 

The  amount  of  7  per  cent,  bonds  issued  for  interest 
on  state  bonds,  with  interest  from  July  1st,  1841,  to 
Jan.  1st,  1844,  two  and  one  half  years  at  7  per  cent.,        171,500  00 

Total  interest  due  on  bonds  Jan.  1st,  1844,  $1,849,150,00 


ANNUAL    INTEREST. 

The  annual  interest  on  our  state  bonds,  (those  for  which  no  pro- 
vision is  made.)  is  as  follows,  viz: 

§11,507,000,  of  bonds  at  5  per  cent.,       -  -  $575,350  00 

$100,000,  of  bonds  at  6  per  cent.,  -  -  6,000  00 

§980,000,  of  bonds  at  7  per  cent.,  -  -  68,600  00 

Total  of  annual  interest,  $649,950  00 

For  this  interest  no  provision  is  made.  The  Wabash  and  Erie 
canal  lands  east  of  Tippecanoe,  heretofore  pledged  for  the  principal 
and  interest  of  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  bonds,  being  now  used  ibr 
the  redemption  of  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  scrip,  east  of  Tippecanoe, 
and  the  tolls  and  water  rents  of  canal  east  of  Tippecanoe,  (which  for 
1844,  will  amount  to  $50,000,)  being  also  used  for  the  redemption  of 
Wabash  and  Erie  canal  scrip  west  of  Tippecanoe. 

By  reference  to  Tabular  Statement  No.  13,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
total"  amount  of  bonds  sold  for  all  purposes  is  $15,128,000,  and  that 
the  amount  for  which  they  were  sold  is  $13,374,988  72i,  showing  a 
loss  in  the  sale  of  $1,753,011,274.  Many  of  these  sales  however, 
especially  the  earlier  ones,  were  at  a  premium,  and  the  full  amount 
of  sales  realized  with  others  among  the  last  sales  especially,  it  ap- 
pears that  bonds  were  not  only  sold  at  a  discount,  but  being  sold  on- 
time,  a  large  amount  still  remains  unpaid.  The  precise  amount  of 
our  "suspended  eastern  debt,"  is  not  known  to  this  office,  as  it  be- 
longs to  the  department  of  state  agent.  Owing  to  the  many  differ- 
ent kinds  of  securities  taken  from  our  debtors  and  our  fund  commis- 
sioners not  being  particular  at  the  time  to  note,  for  what  particular 
class  of  bonds  such  security  was  given,  it  will  be  impossible  ever  to 
ascertain  the  loss  on  each  particular  class  of  bonds.  The  foregoing 
classification  of  bonds  is  correct,  being  taken  from  the  register  of 
bonds,  provided  for  this  office,  under  the  act  of  the  last  general  as- 
sembly. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  MORRIS,  A.  P.  A. 


w. 
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The  amount  of  interest  on  $982,000,  state  bank  bonds 
(for  which  the  bank  does  not  pay  interest,)  during 
same  period  at  5  per  cent.,      -  -  -  147,000  00 

The  amount  of  7  per  cent,  bonds  issued  for  interest 
on  state  bonds,  with  interest  from  July  1st,  1841,  to 
Jan.  1st,  1844,  two  and  one  half  years  at  7  percent.,        171,500  00 


Total  interest  due  on  bonds  Jan.  1st,  1844,  $1,849,150,00 

ANNUAL    INTEREST. 

The  anmial  interest  on  our  state  bonds,  (those  for  which  no  pro- 
vision is  made.)  is  as  follows,  viz: 

§11,507,000,  of  bonds  at  5  per  cent.,       -  -  ^575,350  00 

§100,000,  of  bonds  at  6  per  cent.,  -  -  6,000  00 

§980,000,  of  bonds  at  7  per  cent.,  -  -  68,600  00 

Total  of  annual  interest,  |649,950  00 

For  this  interest  no  provision  is  made.  The  Wabash  and  Erie 
canal  lands  east  of  Tippecanoe,  heretofore  pledged  for  the  principal 
and  interest  of  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  bonds,  being  now  used  ibr 
the  redemption  of  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  scrip,  east  of  Tippecanoe, 
and  the  tolls  and  water  rents  of  canal  east  of  Tippecanoe,  (which  for 
1844,  will  amount  to  $50,000,)  being  also  used  for  the  redemption  of 
Wabash  and  Erie  canal  scrip  west  of  Tippecanoe. 

By  reference  to  Tabular  Statement  No.  13,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
total  amount  of  bonds  sold  for  all  purposes  is  §15,128,000,  and  that 
the  amount  for  which  they  were  sold  is  §13,374,988  72i,  showing  a 
loss  in  the  sale  of  §1,753,011,274.  Many  of  these  sales  however, 
especially  the  earlier  ones,  were  at  a  premium,  and  the  full  amount 
of  sales  realized  with  others  among  the  last  sales  especially,  it  ap- 
pears that  bonds  were  not  only  sold  at  a  discount,  but  being  sold  on- 
time,  a  large  amount  still  remains  unpaid.  The  precise  amount  of 
our  "suspended  eastern  debt,"  is  not  known  to  this  office,  as  it  be- 
longs to  the  department  of  state  agent.  Owing  to  the  many  differ- 
ent kinds  of  securities  taken  from  our  debtors  and  our  fund  commis- 
sioners not  being  particular  at  the  time  to  note,  for  what  particular 
class  of  bonds  such  security  was  given,  it  will  be  impossible  ever  to 
ascertain  the  loss  on  each  particular  class  of  bonds.  I'he  foregoing 
classification  of  bonds  is  correct,  being  taken  from  the  register  of 
bonds,  provided  for  this  office,  under  the  act  of  the  last  general  as- 
sembly. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  MORRIS,  A.  P.  A. 
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our  "suspen 
longs  to  the 
ent  kinds  of 
sioners  not 
class  of  bon 
ascertain  th' 
classificatioi 
bonds,  provi 
sembly. 


Exhibiling  the 


STATEMENT    NO.    12. 


To  follow  page  132,  Doc.  Journal  to  Auditor's  Report. 


iiounl  of  Bonds  sold  on  account  of  the  Internal  Improvement  Fund,  the  rate  of  Intei-est  allowed,  the  amount  realized  therefrom,  the  dale  of  sale,  when  due,  and  the  date  of  the  authority 

for  the  issue  of  the  Bonds. 


^!>(t 

lt>  2700 

270 

lo  21100 

•im 

10  2000 

?!in 

to  3000 

;i(io 

lo  3300 

330 

lo  3632 

3:.3 

lo  3612 

356 

lo  3007 

3000 

3800 

:inl 

lo  3012 

30 1; 

&30I4 

3(11. 

&30IG 

.-IBI 

1O30I9 

3tl'2i 

lo  3035 

3836 

30.1' 

lo  30.10 

OO^ll 

;iiH' 

lo  30^M 

30-1 J 

lo  3060 

3»6 

lo  4000 

■100 

lo  ■1200 

■120 

to  4260 

400,000 
50,000 
100,000 


580.000 
200,000 
100.000 
100,000 
100.000 
300,000 
232,000 
20,000 
255,000 

1,000 


390,000 
1 10,000 
■10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
9,000 
10,000 


21,000 
23,000 
1,000 
75,000 


100,000 

100,000 

100,000 

100,000 

700,000 
300,000 
■100,000 


51,000 
103,000 
■128,400 
103,000 
591. COO 
100,000 
100,000 
100.000 
100,000 
300,000 
204,160 

17,600 
224,400 


44,000 
26,400 
44,000 


June,  1836, 
July,  1036, 
July,  1836, 
July,  1837, 
July,  1837, 
July,  1837, 
Julv,  1837, 
July,  1837, 


July,  1038, 
April,  1039, 
May,  1839, 
(August,  1839,; 


Say  December,  1840, 
Say  December,  1840, 


.Say  December,  1840, 
Say  December,  1840, 


Say  December,  18 
J  .Say  December,  1 
I     and  August,  IE 


Say  December,  1840, 
October,  1840, 
Taken  say  July,  1840, 

I^entsay  1830, 
(  November,  1838,       i 
\      January,  1839, 
April  and  October,  183! 
Say  May,  1841, 


■Say  Nov.  and  Dec.  1 84 1 


Say  Jfay,  1841. 
Say  May,  1041, 


July,  1061 
July,  1861 
July,  1861 
July,  1861 
July,  1861 
July,  1861 
July,  1061 
July,  1061 
July,  1862, 
July,  r~~ 
July,  18C2, 
July,  1802, 

July, 

July, 
July,  1863, 
July,  1"'" 

July,  1863. 
.Tuly,  1863, 
July,  1""" 
July,  1063, 
July,  1063, 
July,  1863, 
July,  1863, 
July,  I""" 
July,  I 
July,  1863, 
July,  1803, 
July,  186.- 
July,  186: 

July,  ISO. 
July,  136. 
July,  186. 
July,  1865. 
July,  \ 
July,  1865, 


July,  166 
July,  186; 
July,  186. 
July,  186. 
July,  106, 
July,  186, 
July,  1865. 
July,  - 
July, 
Julv,  1865, 
July, 


July, 
July,  1865: 
July,  1865: 


July,  1865, 

July,  1865. 

July,  106, 

July,  1065, 

July,  186. 

July,  186. 

July,  1863, 
July,  1863, 
July,  1863, 


J.  J.  Cohen,  jun.,  and  Brother, 

Tho.  Eiiddle  &  Co.,  and  M.  Canal  &.  B'kingCo., 

Morris  Canal  and  Bunking  Company, 

Alorris  Cunal  and  Banking  Company, 

Morris  Canal  and  Banking  Companj', 

jMoriis  Canal  and  Banking  Company, 

Morris  Cauat  and  Banking  Company, 

Morris  Canal  and  Banking  Company, 

Morris  Canal  and  Banking  Company, 

Eric  County  Bank, 

Detroit  and  Ponliac  Railroad  Company, 

Stalen  Island  Whaling  Company, 

Hank  or  Western  New  York, 

fliorris  Canal  and  Banking  Comp;my, 

Bingbampton  Bank, 

Morris  Canal  and  Banking  Comp;iny, 


Mor. 

s  Canal 

and  Banking  Company, 

Mcrr 

s  Oana 

and  Banking  Company, 

iMorr 

s  Canal 

and  Banking  Company, 

More 

s  Canal 

and  Banking  Company, 

Morr 

s  Canal 

and  Banking  Company, 

Mercli ants'  and  Exchange 
Bank  of  Commerce, 
Bank  of  America,  Buffalo, 


M.  B.  Sherwood, 

Morris  Canal  and  Banking 

Reuben  D.  Dodgp, 


Morris  Canal  and  Banking  Company, 
Morris  Canal  and  Banking  Company, 


Lent  to  Dwiglii  Danforlh  by  M.  Slapp.and  nothing  received. 
Lent  to  Dwiglit  Danrorlh  by  M.  Sla|ip,  and  nolliiiig  received. 
Lent  to  Dwight  Danforth  by  M.  Slapp,  and  nothing  received. 
Lent  to  Dwight  Danforth  by  M.  Stapp,  and  nothing  received. 
Lent  to  Dwight  Danforth  by  AI.  Stapp,  and  nothing  received. 
Lent  to  Dwight  Danforth  by  M.  Slapp,  and  nothing  received. 


Under  liypotliecation  lo  Drew,  Robijisoii,  &  Co. 


Sold  to,  or  taken  by,  Dwight  Danforth. 
Lent  to  M.  B.  Sherwood. 


Sold  under  hypothecation  lo  Drew,  Robinson,  &l  Co. 

Hypothecated  to  M.  B.  Sherwo  id. 

Lent  lo  Henry  Uoop. 

Hypothecated  lo  M.  B.  Slierwood. 

Sold  under  hypothecation  through  Drew,  Robinson,  &.  Co. 

Hypothecated  lo  M.  E.  Sherwood. 

Sold  under  hypothecalion  through  Drew,  Robinson,  &  Co. 

Hypothecated  to  M.  B.  Sherwood. 

Sold  under  hypothecation  through  Drew,  Robinson,  Sz.  Co. 

Sold  under  hypothecation  through  J.  S.  Hunt  &.  Co. 

Returned  and  cancelled. 

Nothing  received,  but  given,  lent,  or  hypothecated  to  M.  B,  Sherwood. 

Sold  under  hypothecation  through  J.  S,  Hunt  iSc  Co, 

(  These  bonds  were  hypothecated,  and  either  returned  and  cancelled, 

I     or  others  issued  in  their  place — not  sold. 

Hypothecated  to  M.  B.  Slierwood,  and  sold  through  J.  S.  Hunt  Si.  Co. 

(  Exchanged  for  "Irregular  Bonds,"  and  those  received  sold  to  M. 

\     B.  Sherwood. 

(E.tchanged  for  "Irregular  Bonds,"  and  those  returned  were  hypolhe- 

i  cated  by  Drew,  Robinson,  &.  Co.,  and  others  returned  and  cancelled. 

<  Exchanged  for  '■  Irregular  Bnnda,"  and  others  returned  and  sold 

(     under  hypothecalion  through  Drew,  Robinson,  Sl  Co. 

4  Exchanged  for  "Irregular  Bonds,"  and  sold  under  hypothecation 

i     through  Drew,  Robinson,  &,  Co. 

(  Hypothecated  lo  M.  B.  Sherwood,  and  sold  through  J.  S.  Hunt  &, 

I     Co. 

\  Not  sold,  but  hypothecated  and  returned  and  cancelled,  or  others 

(  Hj^pol^hccated  to  M.  B.  Sherwood,  and  sold  through  J.  S.  Hunt  & 


ichangcd  for  "  Irregular  Bonds. 


M.  MORRIS,  A.  P.  A. 
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APPENDIX 


TO      THE      REPORT      OF      THE 


AUDITOR  OF  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS, 


STATEMENT    OF    THE    CONDITION 


OF    THF. 


COMMON  SCHOOL    FUND,    SURPLUS    REVENUE    FUND,  SEMINARY    FUND, 
AND  THREE  PER  CENT  FUND, 


On  2d  I?Ionday  in  Sept.,  1§43. 


INDIANAPOLIS: 
1843. 
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From  counties  numbered  1,  3,  5,  6,  9,  10,  14,  16,  17,  21,  24,  26, 
34,  35,  42,  43,  48,  50,  53,  54,  5Gj  57,  and  60,  no  reports  have  been 
received  for  1843;  consequently  for  those  reported  last  year,  the 
amounts  then  outstanding  on  loans,  balances  due  from  purchasers, 
and  value  of  unsold  lands,  are  adopted  for  the  year  1843.  The  ex- 
tracts of  the  Revised  Code  having  reached  the  county  auditors  at 
a  late  period,  time  has  not  been  afforded  all  to  make  the  necessary 
settlements  and  transfer  the  funds  agreeeably  to  its  provisions  ;  conse- 
quently this  statement  is  rather  imperfect,  being  supplied,  in  many 
instances,  from  reports  of  last  year.  Several  counties  will  not  make 
the  necessary  settlement  until  the  December  session,  believing  that 
the  settlements  could  be  made  at  no  other  than  a  regular  session. 
Next  year  it  will  be  in  the  power  of  the  county  auditors  to  afford 
every  necessary  information  to  this  office,  forms  having  been  furnished 
for  that  purpose.  From  the  foregoing  table  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
whole  school  fund  of  Indiana  is  2,452,847  dollars,  a  portion  of  which 
will  probably  be  lost ;  that  the  annual  interest  amounts  to  176,028 
dollars.  From  this,  however,  is  to  be  deducted  the  incidental  ex- 
penses attending  the  management  of  these  funds,  and  the  amount  of 
losses  to  the  fund,  which  leaves,  probably,  for  distribution,  for  the  sup- 
port of  common  schools,  annually,  about  150,000  dollars,  or  about  60 
cents  to  each  child,  estimating  the  number  of  children  at  250,000. 
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No.    2. 

A  STATEMENT  showing  the  amount  of  surphu  revenue  deposited 
in  the  respective  counties  for  school  fund^  the  amount  on  loan,  and 
balance  in  commissioners''  hands  at  settlement,  September  20th,  1843. 


9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
1 

19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 


C  02171  ty. 


Allen, 

Adams, 

Bartholomew, 

Benton, 

Boone, 

Brown, 

Blackford, 

Clark, 

Clay, 

Crawford, 

Carroll, 

Cass, 

Clinton, 

Dearborn, 

Decatur, 

Daviess, 

Dubois, 

Delaware, 

DeKalb, 

Elkhart, 

Favette, 

Floyd, 

Franklin, 

Fountain, 

Fulton, 

Gibs.on, 

Green, 

Grant, 

Hamilton, 

Harrison, 

Hendricks, 

Henry, 

Hancock, 

Huntington, 

Jackson, 

Jeflerson, 

Jennings, 


Am^t  re- 
ceived at 

state 
Tr'y  by 
agent. 


$5,775 
2,126 
7,737 


5,605 
2,126 


19 


11,060 
3,968 
3,996 
6,001 
6,993 
5,137 

15,793 
9,445 
5,569 
2,707 
5,725 
2,126 
5,831 
9,225 
8,913 

11,011 

11,351 
2,126 
7,630 
4,960 
3,295 
6,235 

11,081 
9,941 

12,506 
6,001 
2,126 
6,937 

13,335 
5,888 


ON     LOAN. 


Safe. 


2,126 


5,557 


5,137 


9,437 


5,764 

6,703 

7,759 

10,726 


Doubt- 
ful. 


2,026 


4,168 
2,329 


11,030 
9,927 

12,196 
5,999 
2,006 


13,913 
3,200 


Lost.     ^^ 


67 

4,024 


285 


100 


792 


108 


Total. 


48 


200 
156 


310 


120 


2051 


1,154 


810 


51 
14 


2,700 
2,483 


$5,775 
2,126 
7.737 


5,605 
2,126 


11.060 
3,968 
3,996 
6,001 
6,993 
5,137 
15,793 
9,445 
5,569 
2,707 
5,725 
2,126 
5,831 
10,835 
8,913 
11,011 
11,351 
2,126 
7,630 
4,960 
3,295 
6,235 
11,081 
9,941 
12,506 
6,001 
2,126 
6,937 
16,613 
5,888 
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^ 


38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
5? 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
71 
72 
73 
74 
75 
7G 
77 
78 


County. 


Johnson, 

Jasper, 

Knox, 

Kosciusko, 

Lawrence, 

Lagrange, 

Laporte, 

Lake, 

Madison, 

Marion, 

JMartin, 

Monroe, 

Montgomery, 

Morgan, 

Marshall, 

Miami, 

Xoble, 

Orange, 

Owen, 

Parke, 

Perry, 

Pike, 

Posey, 

Putnam, 

Porter, 

Pulaski, 

Randolph, 

Riplev, 

Rush,' 

Scott, 

Shelby, 

Spencer, 

Suilivan, 

Switzerland, 

St.  Joseph, 

Steuben, 

Tippecanoe, 

[Jnion, 

Vanderlmrgh, 

Vermillion. 


AmH  re- 
ceived at 

state 

Trhj  by 

agent. 


$8,304 
2,116 


8,821 
2,126 
10,203 
4,322 
8,106 


G,193 

14,560 
3,238 
7,936 

13,625 
8,729 
2,126 
3,146 
2,126 
7,581 
6,143 

11,103 
4,372 
4,195 
8,021 

13,540 
2,806 


7,170 
6,986 

14,716 
4,180 

10,784 
4,535 
6,674 
8,800 
6,271 
2,126 

13,129 
7,631 
4,393 
8,290 


ON     LOAN. 


Safe. 


7,911 


8,619 


4,302 
6,886 


2,380 


12,315 

7.812 


10,103 
3,081 


12,852 
2,806 


5,261 


4,157 
8,684 


5,600 
6,171 


7,598 


8.138 


Doubt- 
ful. 


215 


200 


100 
420 


430 


744 
917 


1,000 


1,376 


2,000 


1,074 


33 


Lost. 


178 


800 


428 


539 


533 


S     ^      Kf 

*-N  ~;S  ^ 


20 


566 


1,291 


149 


23 
ICO 


100 


152 


Total 


$8,304 
2,116 


8,821 
2,126 
10,203 
4,322 
8,106 


6,193 

14,560 
3,238 
7,936 

13,625 
8,729 
2,126 
3,146 
2,126 
7,581 
6,143 

11,103 
4,372 
4,195 
8,021 

13,540 
2,806 


7,170 
6,986 

14,716 
4,180 

10,784 
4,535 
6,674 
8,800 
6,271 
2,126 

13,129 
7,631 
4,393 
8,290 
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79 
80 
81 
82 
83 
84 
85 
86 
87 


Vigo, 

Warrick, 

Washington, 

Wayne, 

Warren, 

White, 

Wabash, 

Wells, 

Whitley, 


Arn't  re 
ceived  at 

state 

Try   hy 

as'ent. 


510,047 

4,960 

12,541 

21,795 
6,221 
2,126 
2,126 


ON      LOAN. 


Safe, 


20,574 
6,076 


191,508 


Doubt- 
ful. 


533 
120 


17,008 


Lost. 


688 
25 


^J:s 


Total 


4,750 


11,242 


10,047 
4,960 


21,795 
6,221 
2,126 
2,126 


Total,  569,210  472,837    31,643    8,835  20,915  575,547 

*  Added  for  counties  from  which  no  returns  are  received. 
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No.  2— ADAMS. 
Auditor's  Office,  Decatur,  Indiana, 


.1 


September  2\st,  1843 

To  the  Auditor  of  State: 

Sir — In  compliance 'with  the  requisitions  of  the  revised  laws, 
(extracts.)  and  your  instructions,  the  following  is  submitted  as  a  re- 
port of  the  condition  of  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  county  of  Adams, 
at  the  time  of  the  settlement  with  the  late  loaning  agent  of  said  coun- 
ty, on  the  16th  Sept.,  1843. 

The  said  agent  charges  himself  with    -  -  -         ^1,752  31 

It  being  the  amount  of  bonds  he  received  from  his  pred- 
ecessor. 
Also,  with  amount  of  mortgages,         ...  373  29 

«  "         of  interest  in  funds,  -  -  8  26 

He  also  charges  himself  with      --  -  -  141   60 

It  being  the  amount  of  interest  he  received  on  bonds, 
mortgages,  &c. 


Amounting  to  ^2,275  46 

The  amount  of  bonds  agent  deposited  &c.,     -             -  1,752  31 

«         "         of  mortgages,  agent  deposited  &c.,          -  373  29 
«         "          of  interest  paid  school  commissioner  (per 

receipt,)   -             -             -             -             -             -  140  21 

The  amount  of  interest  paid  county  treasurer,  (per  re- 
ceipt,)      -.--.-  9  65 

Total,  |2,275  46 

To  get  at  that  kind  of  a  statement  you  require  is  a  matter  of  im- 
possibility, because  the  accounts  of  each  agent  and  of  each  year  are 
mixed  and  entangled  so  that  they  cannot  be  distinguished  one  from 
another.  Their  reports  are  mostly  very  informal.  One  agent  has 
but  one  report  on  file,  and  that  only  shows  the  amount  he  received 
from  his  predecessor. 

The  whole  matter  of  account  from  beginning  to  end  is  a  complete 
mass  of  uninteligible  complication. 

The  amount  of  principal  now  on  hand  in  bonds  and  mortgages, 
there  is  no  doubt,  is  perfectly  secure;  and  from  all  that  can  be  gath- 
ered from  the  books,  papers,  &c.,  the  presumption  is  that  the  correct 
amount  of  interest  each  agent  received  has  been  regularly  paid  over 
to  proper  officer. 

If  this  report  is  not  sufficient,  if  it  is  too  defective,  you  will  please 
return  instructions,  and  we  will  make  another  effi^rt  to  bring  forth  a 
proper  one.  Respectfully  yours, 

GEO.  A.  DENT,  A.  A.  C. 
Per  W.  A.  BuGH. 

M.  MORRIS,  A.  S. 
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P.  S.  In  relation  to  the  seminary  fund,  it  is  in  this  condition:  The 
seminary  trustee  is  now  on  a  visit  to  the  east,  has  been  for  about  one 
month  or  more,  the  books  are  not  accessible,  and  consequently  no 
settlement  can  be  made  in  that  fund  until  he  returns,  which  will  not 
be  for  some  length  of  time  yet. 

In  haste, 

GEO.  A.  DENT,  A.  A.  C. 


Per  W.  A.  BuGH. 


M.  MORRIS,  A.  S. 


Decatur,  Apams  County,  Ia. 
Auditor's  Office,  Sepiembei' 2\st,  1843 


.] 


To  the  Auditor  of  State: 


Sir — The  following  is  subjoined  as  a  report  of  the  condition 
of  the  school  fund  of  Adams  county,  Ind.,  at  the   time  of  the  settle- 
ment with  the  present  school  commissioner,  September  16th,  1843. 
The  school  commissioner  charges  himself  with  the  amount 
received  from  his  predecessor  in  bonds,  notes,  vouch- 
ers, &c.,       ------  1,153  55 

The    amount  of  interest  he  received  from   the  loaning 

agent  of  said  county,  -  -  -  -  117  70 

The  amount  he  received  on  a  judgment  brought  by  suit 

to  recover  school  funds,         -  .  -  -  150  00 

The  amount  of  interest  he  received  on  the  school  funds 

loaned,&c.,  ------  9  50 

The  amount  he  received  from  clerk,  supposed  to  be  fees, 

&c.,  ....--  20 

Amounting  to 

And  credits  himself  with  amount  of  notes  and  bonds  paid 
over  to  auditor,  (or  rather  deposited  with  auditor,) 

Amount  deposited  with  auditor  in  mortgages. 

The  amount  of  judgment  in  the  Adams  circuit  court, 
suit  brought  to  recover  school  funds. 

The  amount  of  vouchers  he  filed. 

Making  in  total. 

And  leaving  a  balance  in  the  hands  of  school  commissioner,     $232  70 

Respectfully, 

G.  A.  DENT, 
Per  W.  A.  BuGH. 


$1,431 

01 

1 

391 
114 

315 

377 

42 
48 

00 

41 

$1,198 

31 
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Statenient  of  Auditor  as  to  the  condition  of  the  School  Lands  of  each 
township,  on  first  day  of  September,  184  3, /or  the  county  of  Adams, 
Indiana. 


Congressional  Townships. 

Lands  unsold. 

Remarks. 

ACRES. 

VALUE. 

Town  27,  N.  R.  14  East, 
Town  28,  N.  R.  14  East, 
Town  28,  N.  R.  13  East, 
Town  27,  N.  R.  15  East, 
Town  26,  N.  R.  15  East, 
Town  25,  N.  R.  15  East, 
Town  25,  N.  R.  14  East, 
Town  25,  N.  R.  13  East, 
Town  26,  N.  R.  13  East, 
Town  27,  N.  R.  13  East, 
Town  26,  N.  R.  14  East, 
Town  28,  JN.  R.  15  East, 

640.00 
640.00 
640.00 
415.24 
640.00 
640.00 
623.00 
640.00 
640.00 
640.00 
640.00 
640.00 

$'1,280  00 

2,240  00 

1,920  00 

1,453  34 

800  00 

800  00 

1,869  00 

1,280  00 

800  00 

800  00 

1,280  00 

640  00 

7,438.24 

$15,162  34 

The  foregoing  statement  is  made  from  no  authentic  source,  as  the 
scliool  secti'ons  have  never  been  surveyed  since  the  original  surveys 
were  made.  There  appear  to  be  two  fractional  sections  —  the  one 
caused  by  the  Wabash  River,  the  other  by  an  Indian  reservation : 
The  estimates  of  the  value  of  each  is  from  the  sale  of  land  in  the 
townships,  but  is  mere  supposition. 

Yours  obediently, 

GEO.  A.  UENT,  A.  A.  C. 

M.  Morris,  A.  P.  A., 

Indianapolis,  la. 
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No.  5— BOOiNE. 

Auditor's  Office,     ) 
Lebanon,  Boone  county,  Sept.  9t/i,  1843.5 

Mr.  Morris  MotTis,  Esq., 

Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  : 

Sir — I  submit  herewith  a  statement  of  the  result  of  my  inves- 
tigation of  the  Surplus  Revenue  Fund,  of  this  county,  from  the  10th 
of  March,  1837,  (which  appears  to  be  the  date  of  the  first  receipts) 
lo  the  1st  day  of  September,  1843,  showing  the  aggregate  amount  of 
"receipts,"  from  the  State  Treasury,  loans  refunded,  and  interest  on 
loans,  and  the  total  "  disbursements  "  by  loans,  and  payments  of 
interest  to  school  commissioner,  etc.,  up  to  the  first  day  of  September, 
in  each  year. 

I  would  remark  in  relation  to  this  fund,  that  it  has  been  tolerably 
well  husbanded,  yet  it  is  certain  that  an  entire  loss  of  a  portion  of  the 
loans  already  made,  will  be  the  final  result,  as  many  of  the  loans  have 
been  made  on  personal  security — and  doubtful.  And  the  same  may 
be  said  of  the  loans  on  mortgage,  foi'  the  lands  were  taken  at  a  very 
high  valuation,  and  would  not  now  sell  for  a  sufficiency  in  ready  mo- 
ney to  pay  the  interest  and  costs  of  sale,  without  paying  any  part  of 
the  principal. 

It  seems  to  me  that  foreclosures  would  result  in  nothing  beneficial 
to  the  fund,  or  to  the  advancement  of  the  common  school  fund. 

The  books  of  the  agent  have  for  the  most  part,  been  carefully  kept, 
and  regular  monthly  balances  made. 

I  anticipate  the  final  result  of  the  investigation  of  all  the  trust 
funds,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  you  what  information  I  can,  at  as 
early  a  day  as  possible. 

STATEMENT. 

Total  receipts  from  all  sources  up  to  1st  of  Septem- 
ber, 1837,  $6,052  86 
"       Disbursements,                   "  6,052  86 


Receipts,  -  1838  ,$'1,198  45 

Disbursements,  "  1,198  45 


"       Receipts,  1839  $2,183  44 

"       Disbursements,  "  2,138  41 


Balance  on  hand  at  close  of  year,  $45  03 

Receipts  including  balance  at  close  of  1839, 

"                                       1840  §5,183  29 

Disbursements,                     "  5,183  29 
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Total  receipts,  1841 

•'      Disbursements,  " 

Balance  on  hand  at  close  of  year, 

«      Receipts,  1842 

Including  balance  at  close  of  1841, 
"      Disbursements,  1842 

Balance  on  hand  at  close  of  year, 

"      Receipts  including  balance  on  hand  at  close  of 

1842  for  1843 

*•      Disbursements,  " 

Balance  on  hand  at  close  of  year 
Loss  by  fractions  and  omissions  (by  Agent,) 
Blortgages  and  notes  handed  over  on  settlement 
by  the  Agent, 


Total  amount  received  from  State  Treasury,  as 
shown  bv  the  books. 


The  Agent  has  filed  with  me  the  receipt  of  county  treasurer  for  the 
sum  of  $47  54,  which  completes  the  settlement. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  J.  BOONE,  A.  B.  C. 


|932 
895 

90 
19 

$37 

71 

$1,065 
1,061 

82 
95 

$3 

87 

$673 
625 

00 
85 

$47 
5,556 

15 

39 

97 

5,604 
5,604 

51 
51 

147 


GO 


S: 


"« 
s 
^ 


'IS 


CQ 


13 


•13 


o  o  c 

D          O 

o  o  c 

:>       o 

Q 

, 

o  o  c 

D          O 

CD 

o  lo  c 

->          ^ 

o 

"0  t^  u: 

y2 

m^  " 

^ 

^ 

o  o  c 

:>       o 

Q 

c^ 

o  o  c 

?       o 

^ 

5^ 

o  o  c 

5        o 

<j 

C 

'*'*'; 

V       ex 

J 

^ 

CO  O  C 

2       "^ 

Qj 

o 

:       o 

o 

o 

"^ 

o 

o 

§ 

CO 

:       CO 

^ 

1—1 

,— I 

e 

^ 

€^ 

cq 

o 

o 

r^ 

o 

o 

s 

o 

o 

s^ 

'— » 

1— < 

« 

CO 

CO 

Q 

■^ 

€©= 

^ 

J 

s 

O 

^ 

,• 

o 

o 

^ 

^ 

o 

o 

<1 

■^ 

o 

o 

J 

r<5 

•^ 

^ 

o 

OJ 

Ci^ 

«0 

•^ 

^ 

«-^ 

»— 

g 

€©: 

€^ 

^ 

O 

O 

O 

o 

=0 

o 

o 

JL) 

■^ 

'^ 

Cj 

CO 

CO 

■^. 

j 

CN       •-.       r^ 

r^ 

m    m    ui    u 

1 

4 

c;    ri    cj    r 

\ 

KWWC:: 

\ 

'^ 

O  O  '-^  ^ 

s 

2 

•       •       • 

-O 

^^<A^ 

^^^;?: 

e 

r^ 

CO  -^  CO  Ti 

s 

o 

O*  0<   G^   G^ 

\ 

cc 

C    C    fl    C 

^    ^    ^    ^ 

o  o  o  c 

3 

& 

HEhHE- 

o 

•        •       • 

O 

•^  CN  CO  «: 
6  d   O  C 

' 

g: 

2 

:§• 

;Jz 

C   CO 


^ 

S 


.2  H.    -^ 

■'-'    S 


o 


0) 


•^  b£) 

<£  >-, 

«  S 

(/3      — '  ■*-» 

O  t« 

»~  c  IJ 

O    ^  CI 

^<!  ^ 

J    -  a, 
M  — 

»-  3  o 

<   •—  o 

S     (-1  w 

&:,'"'  a 


20 


< 
50 


IS 
o 


148 


THE  REPORT 

To  Auditor  of  State  in  relation  to  the  school  funds  in  Blackford  couu' 
ty  on  settlement  with  school  commissioner^  Sept.  \st,  1843,  to-wit. 

Township  No.  23,  range  10,  east. 

Outstanding  loans  at  settlement  with  commissioner  Sept. 
1843,  ...... 

The  amount   of  money  from  sales  of  land  in  this  town- 
ship, up  to  Sept.  1843.  -  »  -  . 

Balance  in  commissioners  hands  on  1  st  Sept,  - 


State  of  Indiana,  ) 

Blackford  county.     \ 

The  foregoing  is  a  correct  report  according  to  the  settlement  with 
school  commissioner  Sept.  term,  1843,  of  all  the  moneys  collected  for 
sales  of  lands  sold  and  the  amount  loaned  out,  and  amount  in  his 
hands. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  board  at  Hartford  Sept. 
1st,  1843. 

JACOB  BRUGH,  A.  B.  C. 

Note.     No  settlement  as  to  seminary  funds. 


$770 

27 

810 

00 

$39 

73 

I  September  25th,  \B43. 

To  the  Audito?  of  State: 

On  settlement  with  county  seminary  trustee,  Sept.  25th,  1 843,  there 
was  outstanding  on  loan  of  seminary  funds,         -  -  $77  60 

It  being  all  the  funds  in  his  hands  belonging  to  the  seminary  at  set- 
tlement with  him,  and  all  at  interest. 

In  one  of  my  other  reports  I  stated  that  I  had  not  settled  with  the 
Seminary  trustee,  but  since  that  he  has  settled  with  me,  and  the  fore- 
going is  the  whole  amount  of  the  funds  belonging  to  Blackford  coun- 
ty that  is  collected  at  this  date. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  25th  day  of  Sept.,  1843. 

JACOB  BRUGH,  A.  B.  C. 
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No.  13— CLINTON. 

STATEMENT    NO.     1. 


Condition  of  the  school  lands  in   Clinton   county  on   the  Jirst  day  of 

September^  1843. 


LAND    SOLD. 

LAND    UNSOLD. 

Ani'nt 
sold 
for. 

AmH  paid. 

BaVce  due. 

so 

~1 

Value. 

5.591 

48 

$15,893  95 

$5,450  86 

,$  10,443  09 

1.440 

00 

$2,880  00 

Remarks. 

Most  of  the  unsold  land  is  in  sections  that  have  not  been  appraised 
and  I  have  valued  it  from  the  best  information  I  could  get. 
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REMARKS. 

There  can  be  but  Utile  doubt  with  regard  to  the  bad  management 
of  this  fund  until  within  a  few  years  ;  and  even  now  the  interest  re- 
maining unpaid  on  some  of  the  loans  for  three  years  past,  shows  the 
careless  manner  in  which  it  is  yet  managed.  The  first  seminary 
treasurers  kept  their  books  so  careless  that  they  afford  no  clue  to  an 
accurate  history  of  the  management  of  this  fund.  One  will  attempt 
in  vain  to  make  any  thing  out  of  them.  We  can  rely  only  on  the 
reports  of  officers  entrusted  with  it  for  the  last  two  or  three  years. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  P.  CROTHERS, 

Auditor  of  Clinton  county. 
To  Morris  Morris,  A.  P.  A. 

Auditor's  Office,  Frankfort, 
Clinton  co.,  Ind.^  October  5th,  1843. 


No.  15— DECATUR. 

The  county  auditor  of  Decatur  county  submits  to  the  Auditor  of 
State  the  following  report  in  relation  to  the  surplus  revenue  fund  of 
his  county  as  follows,  to-wit : 

RECEIPTS. 

There  has  been  received   by   the  agent  of  this  county 
from  the  State,  for  the  use  of  said  county,  the  sum  of,     ^9,444  77 

EXPENniTURES. 

There  was  outstanding  on  loan  at  the  time  of  settlement 

with  the  agent  thereof,  and  the  abolishing  of  his  office, 

1st  September,  1843,  as  follows,  to-wit : 

On  loans  secured  by  mortgage,     -  -  . 

On  note,  personal  security, 

On  certificates  of  deposit  in  Madison  Branch  Bank, 
On  suits  brought  by  agent,  and  thought  to  be  secured. 
Cash  in  hand  of  agent  at  settlement,  paid  to  treasurer. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

ANDREW  DYER, 

Auditor  of  Decatur  co. 
October  5M,  1843. 


2,134 

95 

6,110 

02 

788 

37* 

403 

431 

7 

99 

$9,447  77i 
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The  county  auditor  of  Decatur  county  submits  to  the  Auditor  o 
State  the  following  report  in  relation  to  the  congressional  school  fund 
of  his  county,  to-wit : 

RECEIPTS. 

It  appears  from  the  best  account  that  can  be  had  of  the 
book  of  the  different  school  commissioners,  that  the 
whole  of  the  land  of  this  county  sold  for  the  sum  of,      ,$19,539  65 

EXPENDITURES. 

There  was  outstanding  on  loans  at  the  time  of  settlement 
with  the  present  school  commissioner,  up  to  1st  of  Sep- 
tember, 1843,  which  was  handed  over  on  settlement, 
the  sum  of,        -  -  -  -  -  -    10,924  82 

Balance  due  from  purchasers  of  land,       ...      8,472  64 


Total  amount  handed  over,  .  _  .  .    19,397  48 


Delinquency,        -  -  -  -  -  -      §142  17 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ANDREW  DYER, 

Auditor  of  Decatur  co. 
October  5th,  1843. 

The  auditor  of  Decatur  county  submits  to  the  Auditor  of  State  the 
following  report  in  relation  to  the  three  per  cent,  fund  of  his  county, 
as  follows,  to-wit : 

RECEIPTS. 

There  has  been  received  from  the  State  Treasury  by  late 
agent,  December  7th,  1838,       -  -  - 

do.  do.  September  25,  1839,  - 

do.  do.  July  14,  1840, 

from  former  agent,  B.  Jones, 

Total,        .......  $-1,188  86 


-   $564 

64 

211 

84 

282 

38 

130 

00 
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EXPENDITURES. 


There  has  been  paid  out  by  agent,  and  receipt  filed  with 

county  board  in  1840,                _             .             _             .  ^375  36 

do.             do.              in  1842,          -             -             -  473  60 

Receipts  produced  on  settlement  at  1st  September,  1843,  271  64 


Total,        .......      1,120  60 


Balance  due  in  hands  of  agent — good,     -  -  -  68  26 

Balance  due  and  collected  former  agent,  B.  Jones,  -  27  75 

Treasurer  of  seminary  not  settled  with. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ANDREW  DYER, 

Auditor  of  Decatur  co. 
October  5th,  1843. 


No.  20.     ELKHART  COUNTY. 

Report  of  Auditor,  as  follows  : 

Goshen,  Sept.  28,  1843. 

Abstract  of  settlement  with  school  commissioner  of  Elkhart  county^ 

Sept.  25,  1843. 

No.  of  acres  of  school  lands  sold. 

Amount  sold  for,  .         -         .         _         . 

Principal  paid  and  re-loaned. 

No.  of  acres  of  school  lands  unsold,     - 

Average  value,  $'3  per  acre,  amounting  to. 


FUND  ARISING  FROM  DELINQUENT  LANDS. 


Amount  on  loan. 
Cash  on  hand 


1.625 
5.667 

17 

^10,629 
3,286 
39 
-  $17,002 

72 
02 

17 

^593 

2 

28 
74 

^596  02 


FUND  ARISING  FROM  UNCALLED  FOR  FEES. 


Amount  on  loan, ^100  27 

Cash  on  hand,      ..-..-..  14  01 

^114  28 
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Note — I  have  made  such  an  examination  of  the  condition  of  the 
school  funds  as  time  would  permit.  The  records  of  the  school  com- 
missioner's office  are  quite  insufficient  to  furnish  any  thing  like  a 
correct  idea  of  the  business  from  the  commencement.  It  is  impossi- 
ble to  ascertain  from  the  books  and  papers  of  the  office,  the  whole 
amount  of  receipts  and  disbursements  of  interest  on  the  several 
funds.  The  principal,  however,  is  safe,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe 
from  the  character  of  the  incumbents  of  the  office,  and  the  papers  on 
file,  that  all  the  moneys  received  by  them  have  been  properly  applied 
and  accounted  for.  The  securities  for  all  the  loans  are  believed  to 
be  good.  The  school  lands  of  three  townships  only  have  been  sold. 
The  value  affixed  to  the  lands  unsold  is  merely  an  estimate  as  lands 
are  now  selling. 

SURPLUS    REVENUE. 

Total  amount  belonging  to  Elkhart  county,         -         -         ,$5,831   24 

Loaned  on  mortgage, 1,955  00 

Loaned  on  note,  personal  security,     -         -         -         -  3,876  24 

The  whole  amount  is  supposed  to  be  secure,  with  the  exception  of 
$GQ  GGh  in  process  of  collection. 

It  is  impossible  to  ascertain  the  whole  amount  of  interest  received 
by  the  several  agents,  as  no  record  has  been  kept  for  a  large  portion 
of  the  time.  I  believe,  however,  they  have  endeavored  to  account 
for  all  moneys  in  their  hands.  If  there  is  any  deficit,  it  must  be 
small.  A  large  amount  is  delinquent,  and  a  portion  for  two  or  three 
years. 

SEMINARY    FUND. 

Whole  amount  of  fund,  $1,349  01 — all  of  which  is  on  loan,  and 
considered  safe. 

The  board  of  commissioners  have  concluded  not  to  expend  the 
fund  until  it  becomes  large  enough  to  erect  suitable  buildings,  and 
sustain  a  public  school.  The  interest  is  therefore  added  to  the  prin- 
cipal annually. 

The  above  is  believed  to  be  the  true  condition  of  the  several  funds 
belonging  to  this  county.  Given  under  my  hand  at  Goshen,  this 
28th  dav  of  September,  A.  D.,  1843. 

E.  W.  H.  ELLIS, 
Auditor  of  Elkhart  county. 

Morris  Morris,  Esq. 


21 
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No.  2L     FAYETTE. 


Report  made  by  the  Auditor  of  Fayette  county^  showing  the  condition 
of  the  Common  School  Fund  in  said  county  at  the  time  of  the  set- 
tlement made  thereof. 


BURPLUS    REVENUE. 


Safe, $6,703  47 

Doubtful, 4,034  47 

Lost, 107  56 


CONGRESSIONAL   TOWiNSHU'. 


Safe, $12,306   19 

Doubtful,  --  ...... 

Lost,  --...--.-. 

OTHER    COMMON   SCHOOL    FUNDS. 

Safe, $1,550  77 

Doubtful, 

Lost,  ---....-.. 

Report  made  by  the  Auditor  of  Fayette  county^  showing  the  condition 
of  the  Common  School  Fund  in  said  county,  at  the  time  of  the  set- 
tlement  made  thereof. 

Amount  of  fund  loaned  on  personal  security,         -         -         -  $140  00 

Value  of  buildings, 1,500  00 

The  above  is  substantially  correct. 

DAN'L  RENCH,  A.  F.  C. 


No.  22.     FLOYD. 

Auditor's  Office,  Floyd  County, 
November  2d,  1843. 

Statement  of  the  condition  of  the  several  School  Funds,  and  County 
Seminary  Fund,  on  settlement  with  the  agents  thereof,  on  the  \5th 
day  of  September,  1843. 

SURPLUS    REVENUE    FUND. 

Loans. 

There  was  outstanding  on  loan  at  the  time  of  settlement 
with  the  agent  of  said  fund,  and  the  abolishing  of  office 
on  the  15th  day  of  September,  1843,  -  -  $7,759  GO 
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There  was  paid  into  the  county  treasury  by  said  agent 

on  settlement,  as  per  receipt  filed,       -  -  -      1,154  37 

Total,  .....  $8,913  37 

Condition  of  Loans. 

The  sum  of  $7,759  00  is  considered  safe. 

SEMINARY    FUND. 

Loans. 

There  was  outstanding  on  loan  at  the  time  of  settlement 
with  the  county  seminary  treasurer  on  the  15th  day  of 
September,  1843,  -  -  .  .  .   $1,892  77 

There  was  paid  into  the  county  treasury  by  the  treasurer 

of  said  fund  on  settlement,  as  per  receipt  filed,  -         140  61 


Total, 


.    $2,033  38 


Condition  of  Loans. 


The  sum  of  $1,892  77  is  considered  safe. 

The  sum  of  $40  00  is  considered  lost — Illinois  money. 

Statement  as  to  the  condition  of  the    School  Lands  of  each  township 
on  the  15th  day  of  September,  1843. 


Congressional  Townships- 

j      Acres 

i 

LAND  SOLD. 

Land  un- 

A7n. s''dfor 

Amt.  paid. 

Bal.  Due. 

sold. 

Town  2,  Range  5  East,     - 
Town  2,  Range  6  East,     - 
Town  3,  Range  6  East.     - 

640  00 
640  00 
639  00 

$3,883  00 

2,675  00 

10,240  00 

$3,579  00 

913  75 

2,560  00 

$254  00 
1,761  25 
7,680  00 

None. 

Total, 

1,919  00 

$16,748  00 

$7,052  75 

$9,695  25 

Condition  of  loans  of  the  Common  School  Fund  of  each  township  on 
the  15th  day  of  September,  1843. 


Congressional  Townships. 
Town  2,  Range  5  East, 
Town  2,  Range  6  East, 
Town  3,  Range  6  East, 


Amt.  of  loans. 

-  $3,563  50 

650  00 

-  2,500  00 


Total, 


$6,713  50 
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Balance  due  to  this  fund,  not  included  in  the  above : 
Due  from  Preston  F.  Tulev,  late  agent,  (sued  on  and 

doubtful.)  -  .     '        .        '     .  .  -         $85  00 

Due  f]-oni  Jacob  T.  Smith,  the  late  agent,  and  not  paid 

over,  supposed  to  be  lost,  Illinois  money,  -  -         125  09 

|210  09 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

DAVID  WILKINSON, 
Aud.  of  Floyd  county. 
M.  Morris,  A.  P.  A. 

N.  B.  I  have  sent  a  statement  of  these  funds  to  Mr.  G.  H.  Dunn, 
in  which  I  omitted  the  -$125  09  Illinois  money.  You  will  please  to 
give  him  this  item,  and  he  can  place  it  under  the  proper  head. 

Yours,  &c.         D.  WILKINSON,  A.  F.  C. 


No.  25.     FULTON. 

Rochester,  Fulton  County,     ) 
Auditor's  Office,  November  1,  1843.5 

To  t/ip  Stale  Auditor  : 

Sir  :  The  following  statement  is  intended  to  show  the  total 
amount  of  receipts  and  disbursements  of  our  school  commissioner's 
office,  from  its  first  commencement  down  to  the  12th  day  of  Sept. 
1843 — at  which  time  the  papers,  &:c.,  of  said  office  came  into  my 
hands  as  county  auditor.  I  cannot  show  the  exact  amount  of  each 
difl'erent  kind  of  funds  received,  but  I  think  I  have  the  sum  total  cor- 
rect, which  includes  all  receipts,  whether  principal  or  interest,  from 
every  source  whatever,  for  school  purposes ;  and  the  disbursements 
are  the  same,  including  all  loans  made,  and  interest  paid  to  townships, 
or  otherwise,  as  follows  : 

Received  by  John  B.  Ward,  school  com'r  of  Fulton  co., 

from  Aug.  6,  1836,  to  Jan.  2,  1838,      -  -  -    $1,231   33 

Disbursements  by  him,  same  time,  ...      1,233  86 

Overpaid  by  Ward,  -  -  -  -  -  2  53 

Received  by  Hugh  Miller,  school  comm'r  Fulton  county, 

from  Jan.  2,  to  Oct.  27,  1838,  -  -  -         569  27 

Disbursements  by  him,  same  time,  _  -  -         569  27 

Received  byS.  J.  Welton,  school  comm'r  Fulton  county, 

from  Oct.  27,  1038,  to  Nov.  19,  1840,  -  -    |2,097  34 

Disbursements  by  him,  same  time,  ...      2,050  94 

Balance  due  from  Welton,  (secured  to  the  satisfaction  of 

the  county  board,)  ....         $46  40 


159 

Received  by  Isaiah  Hoover,  school  com'r  Fulton  county, 

from  November  19,  1840,  to  December  2,  1841,  -    ^1,138  54 

Disbursements  by  him  for  same  time,       -  -  -      1,126  00 


Balance  due  from  Hoover,  (considered  safe,)         -  -        ^12  54 

Received  by  John  B.  Ward,  school  com'r  Fulton  county, 
from  December  2,  1841,  to  September  12,  1843,  the 
sum  of  -  -  '  -  -  -  -    ^3,562  28 

Disbursements  by  him,  same  time,  .  .  .      3,353  18 


Balance  in  commissioner's  hands,  September  12,  1843,  ^209  10 


RECAPITULATION. 


Total  of  receipts  from  August  6, 1836,  to  Sept.  12,  1843,  $8,608  76 

Disbursements,  same  time,  -  -         ^8,343  25 

Due  from  Welton,  late  school  commissioner,  46  40 

Due  from  Hoover,  "  "  12  54  ^ 

Balance  in  school  commissioner's  hands,  -  209  1 0 


$8,611   29 
Subtract  excess  paid  by  Ward,     -  -  2  53 


|- 8,60 8  76 

P.  S.  This  calculation  includes  all  renevi^ing  and  extending  of 
mortgages,  and  other  loans  by  the  school  commissioner,  as  a  part  of 
the  above  receipts  and  disbursements. 

Of  the  above  receipts,  there  has  been  received  from  the  surplus 
revenue  agents  from  March  16,  1837,  to  September  12,  1843,  inte- 
rest from  said  fund  the  sum  of  $1,050  18.  From  delinquent  tax, 
penalty,  interest,  &c.,  .$448  62.  The  balance  of  the  above  sums  re- 
ceived, have  been  either  principal  or  interest  from  sales  of  land,  or 
interest  on  back  payments  for  land  sold,  or  loans  refunded  by  bor- 
rowers. 

Condition  of  the  Common  School  Fund  of  Fulton  county. 

Safe,         -                 -                 .                 -                 .  $7,323  00 

Doubtful,          -                  -                 -                 -  -             57  00 

Lost,        -----  none. 
Mortgage,         -----        2,945  25 

Note,        -                  -                 -                 -                 -  86  57 

Balance  due  on  land  sold,                 -                  -  -        4,348   18 

Total  fund  at  interest,               .                 -                 .  7,380  00 

Condition  of  Surplus  Revenue  Fund  of  Fulton  county. 

Safe,         -  -  -  -  -  1 2,0 25  60 

Doubtful,  -  -  -  -  -  100  00 
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Lost,        -                -  -                -                .                     none* 

On  mortgage,  -                 -                 -                 -            100  00 

On  notes' and  bonds,  -                 -                 -                 2,025  60 

Whole  fund,  -                 -                 -                 -        2,125  60 

Condition  of  Seminary  Funds  of  Fulton  county* 

Safe,         -----  |253  05 

Doubtful,         -                .                -                .  .             none. 

Lost,         -                 -                 -                 .                _  none. 

Mortgage,         _                 _                 .                 .  .             none. 

Notes,       -                 -                 -                  -                 -  253  05 

Condition  of  the  Three  per  cent.  Fund,  Fulton  county. 

None  of  this  fund  on  hand  to  report — it  has  all  been  expended 
that  has  been  drawn. 

The  foregoing  table  shows  the  present  amount  and  situation  of  the 
above  funds  at  the  time  of  settlement  with  the  officers  entrusted  with 
them.  The  settlement  with  the  surplus  revenue  agent  and  seminary- 
trustee  were  made  on  the  18th  of  September,  1843,  and  with  the 
school  commissioner  on  the  12th  September,  1843.  My  examina- 
tions were  as  thorough  as  I  thought  necessary,  and  I  believe  the  offi- 
cers faithfully  accounted  for  all  moneys  received  by  them.  Though 
there  is  some  back  interest  not  paid,  yet  I  think  it  can  be  all  got 
without  any  loss. 

We  have  always  been  favored  with  a  very  efficient  county  board, 
who  have  kept  a  vigilant  watch  over  these  funds,  as  well  as  all  other 
county  business.  Our  officers  have  also  been  very  punctual  and  effi- 
cient in  the  discharge  of  the  several  duties  required  of  them,  for 
which  the  people  will  not  be  rem.iss  in  reciprocating.  Our  board  held 
an  extra  session  last  Friday,  and  took  bond  from  the  treasurer  and 
myself,  and  carefully  examined  the  foregoing  settlements  made  by  me 
with  the  said  officers,  and  made  some  orders  for  renewing  the  secu- 
reties  of  said  loans,  and  taking  in  all  cases  where  practicable  mort- 
gages on  real  estate  —  which  I  think  will  be  promptly  complied  with 
in  most  cases. 

Respectfully  submitted  by 

L.  N.  BOZARTH,  A.  F.  C. 


IGl 


No.  27.     GREEN  COUNTY. 

Auditor's  Office,  ) 

Green  county,  September  216-/,  1843.  5 

STATEMENT 

Of  the  condition  of  the  School  Fimds  on  settlement  with  Win.  Mason, 
School  Commissioner. 

RECEIPTS. 

There  was  in  C.  Shaw's  hands  in  good  funds, 

do.  do.  in  Illinois  money, 

There  has  been  received  since  said  settlement 

as  follows,  to-wit : 
From  sale  of  land  mortgaged  to  town  7,  r'ge  3, 
From  loans  refunded  by  borrowejs,    - 
From  interest  on  loans  of  funds, 
From  interest  on  sale  of  lands, 
From  agent  of  surplus  revenue, 
From  delinquent  lands,  muster  fines,  and  five 

per  cent,  on  tax  of  poll,      .  -  - 

From  sale  of  lands,     -  -  .  . 


$89  69 
,   40  00 

$129  69 

$G3  00 
280  18 
274  25 
320  20 
80  00 

10  20 
112  50 

1,140  33 

$1,270  02 


EXPENDITURES. 

There  was  paid  out  by  commissioner  since  set- 
tlement as  follows,  to-wit : 
Amount  of  funds  re-loaned,     -  -  -      $207  75 

Amount  paid  township  treasurers,       -  -         385  81 

Amount  paid  township  7,  range  3,  of  principal 
in  the  purchase  of  a  tract  of  mortgaged 
land,  (marked  incidental,)   -  -  -  63  00 


Amount  on  hand  and  paid  to  W.  D.  Lester, 
successor,  -  -  -  -  - 

Amount  of  cash  on  hand,       .  -  . 

Amount  of  discount  on  Illinois  funds. 
Amount  overcharged  in  loans  refunded. 
Amount  of  error  in  dividends, 


656  56 

390  60 

133  77 

26  00 

63  00 

09 

$1,270  02 
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EXPENDITURES. 


Town. 

Range. 

Amount  of 

funds 
re-loaned. 

Amount  paid 

township 

treasurers. 

Incidental. 

6 
6 
6 

e 

6 

3 

4 
5 
6 
7 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

$16   30 

48  79 
25  59 
25  94 
96   45 
41    56 
73  68 

$63  00 

7 
7 

$30  00 
22  75 

7 

8 
8 
8 
8 

25  00 

9   35 

50  00 
35  00 
45  00 

20  75 

27   40 

- 

$207  75 

$385   81 

$63  00 

Total  amount  paid, 

A  Ti't  paid  to  W.  D.  Lester,  succ3ssor, 

Amount  of  cash  on  hand,  - 


$&5G  56 
390  60 


$1,047  16 
133  77 

$1,180  93 


22 
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Amount  of  surplus  revenue  loaned  on  mortgage  security. 


AmH  of 

AynH  of 

i 

Names  of  borrowers. 

principal 

intei'est 

Remarks. 

due. 

due. 

19 

John  C.  Brown, 

*300  00 

$21   00 

In  suit. 

20 

John  Crooks, 

400  00 

120  00 

In  suit. 

21 

Elijah  Boon, 

250  00 

55  00 

Land  sold  by  sheriff  and 

22 

John  T.  Freeland, 

150  00 

33  00 

[purc'd  by  Aud.  St'te. 

23 

R.  H.  Edwards, 

200  00 

44  00 

Edwards  gone  to  New 

24 

John  Stafford, 

400  00 

56  00 

"York   and   land   not 

25 

James  Ferguson, 

55  00 

3   85 

"worth  more  than  100 

26 

John  B.  Ferrell, 

400  00 

28  00 

dollars. 

27 

Joseph  Wilson, 

25  00 

1   75 

28 

Zach.  Morgan, 

300  00 

42  00 

29 

Samuel  Fields, 

150  00 

10  50 

30 

Isaac  C.  Buskirk, 

400  00 

63  50 

31 

Ruel  Learned, 

100  00 

22  00 

Land  not  worth  the  mo- 

32 

Meredith  Gancy, 

Total, 

300  00 

42  00 

[ney. 

3,430  00 

542  60 
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No.  28.    GRANT  COUNTY. 


Aud£tok's  Office,  ) 

Grant  county^  October  23c?,  1843.     ^ 


Morris  Morris,  Esq. 


Sir  :  In  accordance  with  your  instructions,  I  herewith  trans- 
mit a  report  of  the  school  fund  of  Grant  county.  I  could  not  forward 
it  sooner,  as  the  books  have  been  kept  in  a  most  wretched  condition, 
and  it  required  a  careful  examination  to  make  any  thing  like  a  correct 
report. 

The  first  school  commissioner,  (Solomon  Wright,)  by  his  books, 
does  not  account  for  interest  to  the  amount  of  ^12  77i,  which,  in- 
cluded in  the  whole  amount  ol  his  deficiency,  makes  $'572  721.  In 
1  839,  when  he  vacated  the  office  by  the  election  of  his  successor,  he 
was  made  defaulter  to  the  amount  of  $594  131  ;  he  paid  over  to  his 
successor  the  sum  of  $'370  00,  which  made  his  true  defalcation 
$'224  131.  In  the  investigation  I  have  made,  and  giving  him  credit 
for  the  $370  00  paid,  his  deficiency  is  $202  721.  His  successor  com- 
menced suit  against  him  Ma}^  20th,  1 842.  Solomon  Wright,  by  his 
securities,  may  be  considered  good. 

The  second  school  commissioner,  (Samuel  N.  W^oolman,)  by  the 
books,  has  not  accounted  for  interest  to  the  amount  of  $469  90  ;  part 
of  this  amount,  I  believe,  he  hf  s  collected,  as  there  has  been  receipts 
filed  with  me,  of  which  there  \/as  no  entry  on  the  books,  and  part  he 
has  not  collected,  but  which  was  due,  and  should  have  been  paid  be- 
fore he  resigned,  in  August  last ;  therefore  he  was  charged  with  it  till 
it  should  be  collected.  Some  of  it  has  been  collected,  for  which  he  has 
received  a  credit.  Mr.  Woolnian  paid  over  $179  31  to  the  present 
school  commissioner,  therefore  his  deficit  is  $1,036  60i,  including  the 
interest  not  accounted  for.     He  may  be  considered  good. 

In  one  of  the  townships  forty  acres  became  forfeited  for  the  non- 
payment of  interest  which  became  due  September  9,  1839.  The  land 
was  sold  October  17,  1840.  The  school  commissioner,  on  July  18th, 
1843,  refunded  to  the  representative  of  the  first  purchaser  the  sum  of 
$36  65.  The  residue  remaining  unpaid  on  the  land  when  it  became 
forfeited  was  ninety  dollars  ;  it  sold  for  140  dollars  ;  therefore,  in  my 
opinion,  the  school  commissioner  should  have  refunded  50  dollars  of 
principal,  and  out  of  that  he  should  have  taken  the  interest  due  up  to 
the  time  of  sale,  which  would  be  $6  33  ;  and  one  hundred  per  cent, 
on  90  dollars  for  four  months,  which  would  be  30  dollars,  and  adver- 
tising said  land  one  dollar,  would  make  in  all  $37  33,  which,  deducted 
from  50  dollars,  would  leave  to  be  refunded  to  the  first  purchaser 
$12  67,  according  to  the  law  for  forfeitures  in  1840.     Am  I  right? 
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Mr.  Woolman  went  into  office  September,  1 839,  and  did  not  com- 
mence suit  against  his  predecessor  till  May,  1842.  By  some  means 
the  first  school  commissioner  became  stripped  of  his  property  in  the 
intervening  time  which  occured  from  his  vacation  of  office  till  suit 
was  commenced  against  him.  His  deficiency  may  probably  be  col- 
lected from  his  securities.  Mr.  Woolman  and  his  securities  are  per- 
fectly good.  Is  he  liable  for  Wright's  deficiency  because  he  did  not 
take  the  proper  steps  to  collect  the  same  within  a  reasonable  time  ?  I 
would  wish  to  have  your  views  on  these  subjects  before  the  board 
meets  in  December. 

Yours  respectfully, 

JOHN  GILBERT,  A.  G.  Co., 
By  Robert  Gilbert,  Deputy. 
Morris  Morris,  Esq.,  A.  P.  A. 
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Auditor's  Office,  Marion,  Grant  County,  Indiana, 

October  6  th,  1843. 

3lo7^7'is  Morris,  Esq., 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  the  late  law  in  relation  to  the 
seminary  funds,  I  herewith  transmit  a  report  of  the  condition  of  said 
fund  for  Grant  county. 

The  former  trustees  have  had  a  simple  memorandum  book  only, 
and  with  the  exception  of  the  past  year,  the  amount  of  accruing  in- 
terest cannot  be  ascertained. 

The  amount  of  the  funds  on  hand  does  not  meet,  by  nearly  ^300, 
the  vouchers  on  file  in  my  office,  the  fund  being  so  much  larger. 

Seminary  Fund  of  Grant  county. 

There  was  outstanding  on  loan  at  the  time  of  the  settle- 
ment with  the  county  seminary  treasurer,  on  the  7th 
of  September,  1843,     -----     |464  09 
(  The  above  is  considered  safe. ) 

One  note  and  two  judgments,  in  amount,  ^24  51,  are  con- 
sidered lost,  and  not  included  above. 

There  was  paid  over  to  the  county  treasurer,  by  the  trea- 
surer of  the  seminary  trustees  on  settlement,  Sept.  7th, 
1843,  -  -  -  -  -  -  5  3Si 

There  has  been  expended  for  a  site  for  county  seminary,       250  00 


Makes  the  total  amount  of  the  seminary  fund  to  be         -     $719  42  i 

Want  of  time  has  not  enabled  me  to  examine  properly,  and  ascer- 
tain how  much  may  be  collected,  and  how  much  is  lost,  and  yet  out- 
standing of  fines,  forfeitures,  &c.,  but  T  trust  to  be  able  so  to  do  in 
March  next.  Yours,  very  respectfully, 

JOHN  GILBERT,  A.  G.  C. 
By  Robert  Gilbert,  Dep^y, 
IMorris  Morris,  A.  P.  A. 


Auditor's  Office, 
Marion,  Grant  county,  October  9th,  1843. 

Morris  Morris,  Esq.:  ' 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  late  law  in  relation  to  the  sur- 
plus revenue  fund,  the  auditor  of  Grant  county  submits  his  report  of 
said  fund  of  the  county  of  Grant. 
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I  wish  you  to  advise  me  how  to  act  in  relation  to  Isaac  Bedsaul's 
certificate  for  the  defalcation  of  JMurray  C.  Woodworth.  When 
Mr.  Bedsaul  went  into  office  in  1838,  he  made]^loans  that  year  to  the 
amount  of  $225,  and  also  paid  interest  to  the  school  commissioner 
to  the  amount  of  ,§113  57;  all  he  receeived  of  principal  in  1838  was 
$IG  663,  and  of  interest,  $20  68;  to  meet  the  amount  he  paid  out, 
therefore,  he  must,  in  this  case,  have  used  his  own  money,  hut  he 
says  he  did  not;  then  if  he  had  the  means  belonging  to  the  fund,  M.  C. 
Woodworth  must  have  paid  over  to  him  at  least  what  would  enable 
him  to  make  the  loans  and  pay  the  interest  which  were  required  of 
him  that  year.  The  books  and  papers  do  not  show  that  any  money 
was  paid  over  by  M.  C.  Woodworth,  and  yet,  without  him  paying 
over,  Bedsaul  could  not  make  the  loans  and  pay  the  interest.  By  the 
books,  M.  C.  Woodworth,  when  he  resigned,  had  on  hand,  of  princi- 
pal $239  2Gi,  of  interest  $90  16,  and  if  he  paid  over  only  what 
Bedsaul  required  to  make  the  loans  and  pay  the  interest,  he  would 
be  only  a  defaulter  to  the  amount  of  $28  20,  and  if  he  paid  all  o\'er 
Bedsaul  consequently  would  have  said  amount  on  hand.  In  investi- 
gating what  books  and  papers  were  handed  over,  I  charged  Bedsaul 
with  the  whole  of  M.  C.  Woodworth's  deficiency.  He  affirmed  M. 
C.  Woodworth's  defalcation,  and  I  required  him  to  file  a  certificate 
of  it;  therefore  I  would  wish  to  be  advised  how  to  act  on  the  matter. 

If  1  have  to  take  Bedsaul's  certificate  of  M.  C,  Woodworth's  defal- 
cation, the  amount  of  deficiency  may  be  considerdd  as  lost,  as  there 
appears  to  be  no  bond  for  that  year,  at  least  none  in  this  office,  and 
I  have  made  enquiries  for  one  but  cannot  find  any. 

If  Mr.  Bedsaul's  certificate  is  to  be  considered  valid,  then  Mr. 
Bedsaul  will  only  be  liable  for  the  balance  of  principal  of  said  fund 
and  interest.     He  has  not  yet  paid  it. 

I  have  not  got  through  with  the  school  commissioners'  books  yet, 
and  from  the  manner  in  which  they  have  been  kept,  it  will  take  from 
two  to  three  weeks  at  least  before  a  report  can  be  made  to  your  satis- 
faction. 

Yours,  verv  respectfully, 

JOHN  GILBERT,  A.  G.  C, 
By  Robert  Gilbert,  deputy. 
Morris  Morris,  Esq.,  A.  P.  A. 

The  surplus  revenue  agents  in  account  current  with  the  surplus  reve- 
nue fund  of  Grant  county. 

RECEIPTS. 

To  surplus  revenue  fund,       ....        $3,294  69 
To  interest  on  surplus  revenue  fund,  -  -  1,300  50 

To  amount  of  interest  on  loans  of  surplus  revenue 
fund,  not  accounted  for  and  supposed  to  be  col- 
lected,  ---...  80  58i 
i>3 
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To  amout  of  interest  on  loans  of  surplus   revenue 
fund,  not  accounted  for  but  supposed  to  be  col- 
lectible, .....  73  56 

To  amount  of  interest  lost,  -  -  -  136  71 

To  loans  refunded  of  funds  of  the  surplus  revenue,  7,092  89 

To   amount  of  surplus   revenue    fund    outstanding, 

(lost,)     -  -  -  -  -  -  156  25 

To   loan  of  interest  of  surplus   revenue   fund   out- 
standing, -  -  -  -  -  72  33 

To  loans  of  surplus  revenue  fund,  outstanding,         -  2,999  81 

|1 5,207  32* 

To  balance  of  surplus  revenue  fund,  -  -  ^45  02 i 

To  balance  of  interest  on  surplus  revenue  fund,       -  146  98 

EXPENDITURES. 

By  loans  of  surplus  revenue  fund,     -  -  -     ^10,248  96  4 

By  interest  on  loans  of  surplus  revenue  fund,  -  1,092  66 

By  loans  of  interest  on  surplus  revenue  fund,  -  72  33 

By  incidental  expenses  of  surplus  revenue  fund,       -  100  181 

By  interest  on  Trask  and  Trimble's  mortgage,  (lost,)  152  34 

By  amount  of  surplus  revenue  fund  lost,       -  -  156  25 

By  amount  of  surplus  revenue  fund  lost  by  the  de- 
falcation of  Murray  C.  Woodworth,  surplus  re- 
venue agent  in  the  year  1837  and  part  of  the 
year  1838,  as  per  certificate  of  Isaac  Bedsaul, 
surplus  revenue  agent,  -  -  -  -  43  10 

By  amount  of  loan  of  interest  on  surplus  revenue 
fund  as  handed  over  by  agent  to  auditor;  note 
on  personal  security,     .... 

By  amount  of  notes  and  mortgages  handed  over  to 
auditor,  ..... 

By  amount  of  bank  stock    in    the   branch   at  Fort 
Wayne  of  the  State  Bank  of  Indiana,  as  per  cer- 
tificate handed  over  to  auditor. 
By  amount  of  cash  handed    over  to    Treasurer  as 
principal,  ..... 

By  amount  of  cash  handed  over  to  Treasurer  as  in- 
terest,   ------ 

By  balance,  ..---- 


72 

33 

2,328 

53 

671 

28 

50 

50 

26 

85 

192 

00:} 

S' 1 5,207 

32  i 

1^3 


No.  30.     HARRISON. 


Statement  of  the  condition  of  the  School  Lands  of  Harrison  county,, 
up  to  \st  September,  1843. 


LANDS     SOLD. 


Acres,             .                 .                 .  -  .          5,575  00 

Amount  sold  for,                      -                 -  -  ^17,411  17 

Amount  paid  for,            .                  .  .  .          9,232  98 

Balance  due,  ...  -                   8,178  19 


LANDS    UNSOLD. 


Acres,  .....  2,234  00 

Value,  ....  $5,000  00 

There  appears  to  be  about  ^102  14  due  one  township  which  has 
never  been  received  by  the  present  commissioner,  nor  by  his  imme- 
diate predecessor,  as  they  both  aver.  I  have  no  doubt  but  both  of 
these  gentlemen  have  acted  in  perfect  good  faith,  (in  fact  all  of  the 
commissioners,)  but  the  commissioner  (Mr.  Long)  acted  very  care- 
lessly. The  present  commissioner,  as  I  before  stated,  has  kept  his 
books  plainly  and  correctly.  Before  he  came  into  office,  no  regular 
accounts  were  kept,  and  I  find  it  totally  impossible  to  make  any 
statement  further  back  than  the  present  commissioner's  books  ex- 
tend, and  they  exhibit  things  as  I  present  them  here.  The  commis- 
sioner who  preceded  Mr.  Long  kept  no  books  at  all  —  never  kept  any 
account  of  the  sales  of  lands,  or  any  thing. 

THOS.  C.  SLAUGHTER, 

Auditor  Harrison  county. 


Auditor's  Office,  Harrison  County,) 
September  1,  1843,  \ 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  instructions,  I  make  the  following 
statement  of  the  condition  of  the  different  trust  funds  placed  under 
my  supervision  by  the  late  statutes. 

SURPLUS    REVENUE    FUND. 

There  was  outstanding  on  loan  at  the  time  of  settlement 
with  agent,  and  the  abolishing  of  his  office,  September 
ls(,  1843,        -  -         "        -  -  $11,030  25 

Which  of  course  remains  the  same. 


I7i 


Condition  of  Loansf. 

The  sum  of  $9,591    25  is  considered  safe. 

The   sum  of  ,§1,439  00  is  in   suit,   but   considered   safe,    making 
$11,030  25,  the  total  on  loan. 

Receipts. 

There  was  paid  over  to  treasurer  by  the  surplus  revenue 
agent  on  settlement  with  auditor,  September  1st,  1843, 
(of  principal,)  -  -  -  -         $51   24 

Which,  added  to  the  amount  on  loan,  makes  the  amount 

originally  received  from  State  Treasurer,     -  -     11,081   49 

There  was  paid  over  to  treasurer  by  agent  on  settlement, 

September  1st,  1843,  -  -  -  589  50 

Which  is  still  on  hand. 

SEMINARY    FUNDS. 


There  was  outstanding  on  loan  at  the  time  of  the  settle- 
ment with  county  seminary  treasurer,  on  1st  Septem- 
ber, 1843,  -  -  -  $1,026  521 

Condition  of  Loans. 

The  sum  of  $895  404  is  considered  safe. 
The  sum  of     131    12i  exceedingly  doubtful. 


Makes  total,  $1,026  521 


Receipts, 


There  was  paid  over  to  county  treasurer  by  treasurer 
seminary  trustees  at  settlement,  September  1st,  1843, 
Which  remains  same.     ($10  bad  money.) 


fl8  73i 


CONGRESSIONAL    TOWNSHIP    FUNDS. 


Outstanding  loans  at  settlement  with  school  commissioner 

September  1,  1843,  -  -  -         $8,629  45 

Receipts. 

There  was  in  commissioner's  hands  at  settlement,  Sep- 
tember 1st,  1843,  (of  principal,)  -  -       $603  53 

Which,  added  to  amount  loaned,  makes  the  amount  ori- 
ginally received  by  present  commissioner,  -      9,232  98 
All  which  has  been  derived  from  sales  of  lands. 
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There  was  in  comiuissioner's  hands  at  settlement,  Sept. 

1st,  1843,  (of  interest,)  -  -  -         406  31 

Which  is  still  on  hand. 

I  hope  this  statement  will  prove  satisfactory.  For  reasons  stated 
in  another  place,  I  am  totally  unable  to  give  a  detailed  statement  of 
the  liability  of  any  former  commissioners  —  no  books  have  been  kept 
froni  which  I  can  collect  any  thing  satisfactory.  You  here  have  a 
statement  of  the  present  condition  of  the  funds. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  C.  SLAUGHTER, 

Aud.  Harrison  county. 


No.    31.     HENDRICKS. 

Auditor's  Office,   Hendricks  County, 

Danville,  November  8th,  1843, 

The  auditor  of  Hendricks  county  submits  to  the  Auditor  of  State 
the  following  report  on  the  condition  of  the  congressional  school 
fund,  surplus  revenue  fund,  and  county  seminary  fund  in  said  county 
on  the  first  day  of  September,  1843. 

No.   1.     Congressional  school  fund. 

There    was    outstanding  on  loan  at    settlement    with    commissioner 
Sept.  1st,  1843,         .....     ,§16,776  22^ 
Principal  in  hands  of  commissioner  at  settlement,         -  190  52 


Totalloans  of  congressional  school  fund,         .  .    ,$16,966  741 

Amount  due  from  purchasers  of  school  lands,  .         9,219  35 


Total  of  fund  at  interest,         ....    ,§26,18609^ 


RECEIPTS    AND    DISBURSMENTS. 


Principal    in  hands  of  commissioner   on  settlement   September  1st, 

1843,    .  .  •.    .       •  •  •  •       '^190  52 

Interest  in  hands  of  commissioner  at  settlement,  .         712  35 


Total  in  hands  of  commissioner  at  settlement,      .  .  §902  87 

Amount  due  said  fund  not  included  in  ihe  above — 

From  Edward  Strange, (second  commissioner,)  .  ,^489  69 

From  William  H.  Darnall,  (third  commissioner,)  .  387  50 


Total  amount  of  default.       .  .  .         .      ,$877   19 
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The  above  default  is  the  result  of  an  investigation  of  the  accounts 
of  commissioners  from  the  first  transaction  in  the  fund  to  the  5th 
September,  1837,  embracing  the  terms  of  two  commissioners;  the 
default  is  on  the  second  and  third;  Darnall  having  never  accounted 
for  the  money  received  from  Strange,  and  Strange  failed  to  account 
to  Darnall  (his  successor)  for  all  the  money  he  received.  Measures 
will  be  taken  to  secure  the  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of 
the  default,  as  soon  as  practicable. 

No.  2.     Surplus  revenue. 

There  was  outstanding  and  upon  loan  at  the  time  of  settlement  with 
the  agent  thereof  and  the  abolishing  of  his  office  Sept. 

1st  1843,     .....      $9,860  08 
There  was  a  judgment  in  circuit  court  for,  .  .  66  66  3 

Principal  in  hands  of  agent  at  settlement,    .  .  14  00 

Total  amount  of  fund,     .         .        .     $9,940  74  3 

CONDITION    OF    LOANS. 

Considered  safe,  but  the  collection  of  interest  has  been  too  much 
neglected. 

RECEIPTS    AND     DISBURSMENTS. 

There  was  i)aid  over  to  treasurer  by  the  agent,  on  settlement  with 

auditor  Sept.  1st,  1843,  as  principal  on  hand    .  .    $14  00 

As  interest  on  hand,  .  .  .  .     129  46 

Total  receipts  Sept.  1st,  1843,  .  $143  46 

An  investigation  of  the  accounts  of  this  fund  will  be  attempted  as 
soon  as  possible.  The  books  that  have  come  into  my  hands  are  in  a 
bad  situation  for  an  investigation. 

No.  3.     Cou7iiy  seminary  fiind. 

This  fund  has  been  expended  in  the  erection  of  a  building  which  is 
nearly  completed.  The  trustees  have  contracted  for  the  finishing  of 
the  house  in  anticipation  of  future  funds  coming  into  their  hands 
and  are  in  debt  some  eight  or  nine  hundred  dollars;  the  precise 
amount  is  not  known,  all  the  claims  not  being  audited.  A  thorough 
settlement  of  the  accounts  of  this  fund  will  be  made  at  the  next 
term  of  the  county  board. 

Probable  cost  of  seminary  building,  $3,000  00. 
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No.  4.      Condition  of  scliool  lands  on  1st  day  of  September,  1843. 


LAND    SOLD. 


Acres, 

(Twelve  sections.) 
Amount  sold  for, 
Amount  paid, 


School  lands  all  sold. 


Balance  due. 


7,680 

$18,168  00 
8,948  65 

|9,219  35 


The  investigation  of  the  accounts  of  the  congressional  school  fund 
noticed  under  its  proper  head,  has  been  carefully  made,  commencing 
with  the  first  transaction  in  that  fund,  and  ending  September  4th, 
1837.  The  default  of  $877  19  principal,  and  interest  on  that  sum, 
making  in  all  a  considerable  loss  to  the  fund,  would  never  have  been 
detected  without  such  an  investigation,  and  I  intend  pursuing  it 
through  all  the  accounts  of  the  several  funds  that  have  come  to  my 
hands. 

JOHN  BAKER,  A.  H.  C. 


No.  32.     HENRY. 

Auditor's  Offke,  ) 

Newcastle,  Se/)iember 'SOth,  iSio.      \ 

The  auditor  of  Henry  county,  Indiana,  submits  the  following  report 
to  the  Auditor  of  tState,  as  follows,  to-wit : 

STATEMENT  No.  1, 

In  relation  to  School  Sections  in  said  county  up  to  \st  day  of  Sept.  1843 


Congressional 

LAND  SOLD. 

LAND  UNSOLD. 

Townships. 

Acres. 

Amount 
sold  for. 

Amount 
j)aid. 

Balance 
due. 

Ac's. 

Value. 

Total  in  county, 

5,120 

$10,413  80 

$9,564  05 

•$849  75 

640 

$2,495  00 
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STATEMENT  No.  2, 

III  relatioji  to  the   Congressional  Township  Fund  from  the  year  1829 
to  \st  of  Sept.  1843,  inclusive^  as  follows,  to-wit: 

CONGRESSIONAL   TOWNSHIP  FUNDS   FOR   THE   FOLLOWING  YEARS,   TO-WIT  : 


Principal  re- 

Amountpaid 

Years. 

ceived  and 

Interest 

Loans  made. 

out  to  town''p 

loans  refund'' d. 

received. 

treasurers. 

Dollars. 

1829 

865  80 

190  35 

1,083   12 

1830 

1,436  55 

533  00 

1,745  62 

1831 

539   25 

540   87 

924  45 

67   83 

1832 

1,864  74 

730   50 

2,497   87 

74   64 

1833 

1,846   15 

772  84 

2,078  00 

162  03 

1834 

1,875   22 

772  78 

2,761   54 

263  04 

1835 

3,924   42 

808   10 

3,988  75 

328  35 

1836 

2,724  90 

848  62 

3,106  33 

516  01 

1837 

1,930  20 

959   14 

2,513  45 

438  87 

1838 

3,757   36 

1,168  75 

3,773  57 

1,129  83 

1839 

5,928  48 

1,236  43 

6,134  25 

1,036  42 

1840 

3,349   18 

1,413   51 

3,510  QQ 

1,299  73 

1841 

3,747   61 

1,386  42 

3,705   15 

1,357  93 

1842 

1,012   39 

1,022  64 

850  81 

1,364  30 

upto  1st) 
Sep. '43i 

777  00 

815    16 

777  00 

1,287  73 

Tot.  in  CO. 

35,574   25 

13,199   11 

39,450  57 

9,326  71 

Balance  in  favor  of  said  fund  is  §3  92. 

STATEMENT  No.  3. 

Outstanding  loans  at  settlement  with  school  commissioner, 

September  1st,  1843,  of  principal  and  interest  on  loan,  ^13,693  64 
All  of  which  is  well  secured  by  mortgage  on  real  estate. 

STATEMENT  No.  4. 

Received  of  the  clerk  of  Henry  circuit  court,  and  of  jus- 
tices of  the  peace,  fees  amounting  to,    -  -  -       tflH  96 
Interest  on  said  fees,          -             -             -             -  -  9  19 


.iSl24  15 
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Loaned  on  personal  security  for  one   v'ear  the 

above  named  fees,      -  -  .  .    $114  96 

Interest,  in  advance,  paid  out  to  the  several  town- 
ship treasurers,  -  -  -  -  9  19 

$124  15 

STATEMENT  No.  5. 

Non-resident  lands  and   town  lots.     In   the  year   1835.  Return 
made  by  Erice  Dille,  collector,  to  schoo:  commissioner. 

Amount  o''  tax  and  per  cent.,  and  interest,            -             -  ,f  97  76 

Paid  out  to  the  several  townsiiip  treasurers,          -             -  97  76 

STATEMENT  No.  6. 

Sur])his  Revenue  Fund, 

Outstanding  on  loan  at  the  time  of  settlement  with   the 

agent  of  said  fund,  September  1st,  1843, 
On  mortgEge  security,      ...  -  $11,419  66 

On  personal  security,        .  .  -  .  -      i,085  98 


Total,  .....  $12,505  64 

The  above  loans  are  all  well  secured  rind  safe,  with  the  exception  of 
310  dollars,  which  is  doubtful,  and  I  think  probably  will  be  lost, 

STATEMENT  No.  Q. 

Interest  arising  from  Surplus  Revenue  Fund. 

RECEIPTS. 

By  whole  amount  received  from  1st  March,  1837,  to  1st 

September,  1843,  .....   $5,643  97 

Amount  due  up  to  1st  September,  1843,  -  -  -         780  68 

$6,424  65 

EXPENDITURES. 

Amount  paid  school  commissioner  from  1st  March,  1837, 

to  1st  September,  1843,  ....  $5,644   11 

Add  amount  due,  .....         730  68 

$6,424  79 
24 


ISO 

STATEMENT  No.  7. 
Seminary  Fund. 

RECEIPTS. 

The  \\liole  amount  received  since  last  report  to  Treasurer 

oi  Slate,  -  -  -  -  -  -       $418   08 

EXPENDITURES. 

To  amount  paid  for  repairing  iiouse,  &c.,       -      §'157   17 
To  trustees'  per  centum,         -  -  -  36  30 

$193  47 

Leaving  a  balance  of,  ....  $225  41 

All  of  which  i-3  loaned  out  and  at  interest,  and  perfectly  safe. 

After  a  thorough  examination  of  all  the  books  and  papers  of  the 
several  trust  funds,  I  have  submitted  the  foregoing  report,  which  I  be- 
lieve to  be  covrect. 

JAMES  ILIFF, 

Auditor  of  Henry  co, 

N.  B.  Interest  received  from  surplus  revenue  agent  by 
school  commissioner,  whole  amount  received 
from  1st  March,  1837,  to  1st  September,  1843,  |,'5,644   11 

EXPENDITURES. 

Whole  amount  paid  out  by  school  commissioner  to  the  se- 
veral township  treasurers,  from  ihe  1st  March,  1837,  to 
1st  September,  1843,     -  -  -  -  -   $5,644   11 

By  request  I  subjoin  the  following  certificates,  to-wit : 

This  certifies  that  I  was  collector  of  state  and  county  revenue  of 
Henry  county  for  the  years  1832,  1833,  1836,  1837,  and  1838,  during 
which  time  I  made  no  return  whatever  to  the  school  commissioner  of 
said  county  of  delinquent  or  non-resident  lands. 

MOSES  ROBERTSON. 

September  20th,  1843. 

This  certifies  that  I  was  collector  of  stale  and  county  revenue  of 
Henry  county  for  the  year  1834,  during  which  time  I  made  no  return 
whatever  to  the  school  commissioner  of  said  county,  of  delinquent  or 
non-iesident  lands. 

WESLEY  GOODWIN. 

September  20th,  1843. 


ISl 

This  certifies  that  I  was  collector  of  state  and  county  revenue  of 
Henry  county  for  the  year  1839,  and  that  I  made  no  return  whatever 
lo  the  school  commissioner  of  said  county,  of  delinquent  or  non-resi- 
dent lands. 

ANDREW  G.  SMALL. 

September  20th,  1843. 

The  above  will  show  the  error  in  your  report  of  last  winter,  in 
Tabular  Statement  No.  5,  as  it  relates  to  delinquent  lands,  as  there 
was  but  one  return  made  during  the  existence  of  that  law,  (which  was 
repealed  in  1839)  and  that  was  duly  accounted  for  as  this  report 
shows,  as  well  as  all  other  moneys  that  went  through  his  hands,  as 
the  books  and  receipts  show. 

JAMES  ILIFF, 
Auditor  of  Henry  county. 


A  Statement  of  the  Common  School  Fund  belonging  to  Hancock 
county^  as  found  on  settlement  with  school  commissioner^  October 
2iih,  1843.' 

Outstanding  loans  at  settlement  with  commissioner,  .^'1 1,727  50 

Amount  of  fund  in  commissioners  hands  at  settlement,  59  21 

Amount  of  fund  derived  from  delinquent  taxes  on  loan,  212  00 


$11,798  71 
Amount  so  far  as  ascertained  in  former  commissioner's 

hands,  -  -  -  -  -      1,061    75 


Total  amount  of  fund  at  above  date,         .  .         .         ,<^1 2,860  46 

SURPLUS    REVENUE. 

Amount  out  on  loan,  October  24th,  1843,  -             -   $5,999  11 

Amount  of  principal  on  hand,  same  date,  -             -             2  18 


6,001   29 


Amount  of  surplus  revenue  interest  loaned  out  as  princi- 
pal,      .......      1,862  47 


Total  of  fund  at  above  date, $7,863  76 
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No.    36.     JEFFERSON. 


Auditor's  Office, 
Jefferson  county^  Nov,  28,  1843. 


M.  Morris^  Esq.^  A.  P.  A.  : 


Sir:  In  accordance  with  your  instructions,  I  have  examined 
the  accounts  of  the  school  commissioners  as  thoroughly  as  the  data 
will  permit.  The  first  commissioner's  accounts  are  correct.  The 
second  kept  no  account  current;  the  books  show  the  amount 
received,  but  neither  the  books  nor  reports  show  what  he  paid  out. 
I  have  searched  the  papers  dihgently  for  receipts  but  cannot  find 
them.  He  says  he  paid  out  all  the  interest  according  to  law,  and 
the  presumption  is  that  he  did,  as  some  of  the  men  who  were  town- 
ship treasurers  during  his  term  have  told  me  that  they  received  their 
interest  regularly.  The  third  commissioners  accounts  are  correct; 
and  so  are  the  accounts  of  the  fourth  or  present  one. 

I  furnish  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  school  funds  and  sur- 
plus revenue  fund  of  this  county  at  the  settlement  with  the  commis- 
sioner and  agent  on  the  9th  of  October  last.  I  am  fearful  it  is  too 
late,  but  it  is  as  early  as  I  could  get  through  with  the  examination 
and  get  it  ready,  and  may  yet  be  of  some  service. 

Lands  sold. 

Acres,  .....  3,248  62 

Amount  sold  for,     ....  $19,519  38 

Amount  paid,  ....  8,829  23 

Balance  due,  $'10,690  15 

Lands  unsold. 

Acres,  ......  1,043 

Value,        ......  $8,445  00 

Remarks,     - 

Of  the  lands  unsold  there  is  one  section  of  which  there  has  been 
no  sale  ordered. 


1S6 

Amount  of  outstanding  loans,  ....     ^'10,042  56 

Of  which  there  was  derived  from  sales  of 

land,        .....   |8,829  23 

Surplus  revenue  interest  belonging  to  frac- 
tional township  3,  range   10,       .  .       1,019  75 

Supposed    to    be  from   taxes    and    other 

sources,  .....  193  58 

10,042  5B 

All  of  which,  except  107  dollars,  is  secured  by  mortgage. 
Surplus  revenue. 

Outstanding  on  loans,   -----     ^13,913  03 

A  portion  of  this  amount  has  been  loaned  since,  as  will  be  seen 
below,  which,  on  the  24th  of  October  last,  I  reported  to  the  superin- 
tendent of  common  schools  as  safe,  being  so  considered  by  the  late 
agent.  A  large  portion  of  it  is  in  notes  with  personal  security, 
which  may  or  may  not  be  made. 

There  is  secured  by  mortgage,               .             -             .  ^1,866  QQ 

$'1,200  of  which  is  foreclosed  and  no  sale  ordered. 

Amount  of  notes  received  from  bank,  -             -             -  5,174  09 

In  hands  of  attorney,    .              -             -             -             -  1,408  20 

Notes  received  from  agent  on  settlement,         -             -  2,917  50 

Cash  paid  over  to  treasurer  by  the  bank  in  state  scrip,  2,700  13 


From  which  deduct — 
Attorneys'  fees,       -  -  -  -      ^130  00 

Excess  of  one  note  handed  over  by  agent,  23  55 


|14,066  58 


153  55 

$13,913  03 

The  county  seminary  fund  is  under  the  management  of  a  board  of 
trustees,  claiming  the  privilege  of  a  chartered  company,  that  have 
purchased  a  lot  of  ground  and  erected  a  seminary  building;  they 
have  not  made  settlement. 

We  have  had  no  three  per  cent,  fund  for  several  years.  Near  two 
years  since  the  agent  settled  with  the  county  board  and  resigned, 
having  but  twenty-five  dollars  in  his  hands.  It  was  paid  on  out- 
standing orders  on  him,  and  since  then  we  have  had  no  agent. 

If  the  foregoing  reports  will  not  answer  the  purpose,  and  you  will 
so  advise  me,  I  will  endeavor  to  furnish  them  more  in  detail,  if 
desired. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  ob't  servant, 
JOHN  M.  BRAMWELL,  A.  J.  C. 


tm 


No.  37.     JENNINGS. 

Auditor's  Office,  ) 

Jennings  county,  September  \st,  1843.  3 

Report  by  county  auditor  of  said  county  to  Auditor  of  State,  in  re- 
lation to  the  trust  funds  of  said  county. 

STATEMENT  No.  1, 

Is  in  relation  to  ike  Surplus  Revenue  Fund. 

There  has  been  handed  to  auditor  by  agent  of  said  fund, 
.    mortgages  to  the  amount  of,      -  -  -  -  ^1,G00  00 

do.  do.  bonds  to  the  amount  of,  -      1,804  96 


Total  amount  of  bonds  and  mortgages  received  by  auditor,  $3,404  96 
Amount  received  by  said  agent  from  State,  as  appears  by 

a  report  of  his  to  county  board,  .  -  _      5.887  92 


Balance  remaining  in  agent's  hands,         .            -            -  ^2,482  96 

On  the  above  sums  received  by  auditor,  there  is  interest 

due  for  the  year  1841,               ....  $1250 

For  the  year  1842,            -             -             .              .             .  103  84 

And  for  the  year  1843,     -             -             -             -             -  206  80 


Am't  of  interest  due  and  unpaid  (so  says  ag't)  on  the  above,      $323  1 4 

Condition  of  the  above  Fund. 

$205  40  is  considered  doubtful ; 
$3,199  56  is  considered  safe  ; 
And  the  amount  the  agent  has  not  handed  over  may  be  lost  for  all 
that  I  know  about  it ;  I  can  report  nothing  respecting  it. 

STATEMENT  No.  2, 

Is  in  relation  to  the  Seminary  Fund. 

Amount  of  mortgages  handed  over  on  final  settlement, 

Bonds  or  notes,  do,  do.  $464  29 

Some  of  them  dated  ten  years  back,  and  intere:t  unpaid  for  that 
time. 

I  consider  $6  40,  together  with  interest  at  ten  per  cent.,  from  Oct. 
1 838,  as  lost  ;  the  balance  is  safe — $457  89. 

25  •    .■■■■-'■- 
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STATEMENT  No.  3, 

Is  in  relation  to  Congressional  Township  Fund. 

Outstanding  loans  at  settlement  with  commissioner,  Sept. 

1st  1843,  (on  mortgage)  ....  |4,242  12 

In  commissioner's  liands,  -  -  -  -  37  00 


Total,       .-...-.   ^4,279   12 

Of  this  sum  (^4,279  12),  $'4,146  87  has  been  received  from  sales 
of  land,  and  §132  25  received  from  lands  returned  delinquent  for  non- 
payment of  taxes.  No  other  receipts  in  this  county,  except  what  has 
been  distributed  to  the  several  townships. 

In  the  examination  of  the  school  commissioner's  books,  papers,  &c.  I 
found  a  sufficient  sum  loaned  to  balance  all  the  receipts  from  the  two 
sources  above  named ;  but  I  found  it  in  a  bad  condition  as  it  respects  the 
several  townships.  I  found  several  of  the  townships  had  more  loaned 
to  their  account  than  had  ever  been  received,  and  consequently  the 
other  townsliips  had  less  loaned  to  their  account  than  had  been  re- 
ceived. This  error  I  shall  correct  as  soon  as  loans  are  refunded  to  do 
it  with. 

STATEMENT  No.  4, 
h  a  tabular  statement  of  the  School  Lands  in  Jennings  county. 

LANDS   SOLD.  ,  ; 

Acres,  -  -  -  -  -  5,720 

Amount  sold  for,  -  -  -  -  -  $9,997  50 

Amount  paid,  -  -  -  -  -  4,146  89 

Balance  due,  .  .  -  .  .  5,850  60i 

LANDS    UNSOLD. 

Acres,             -             -             .             _            .             40 
Value, $55  00 

The  foregoing  report  in  relation  to  the  congressional  school  fund  will 
differ  some  little  from  a  former  report  made  by  me. 

State  of  Indiana,  Jennings  coiinty  : 
I,  Isaac  McMindes,  county  auditor  in  and  for  said  county,  do  hereby 
certify  that  the  matters  and  things  set  forth  in  the  within  and  fore- 
going report,  are  true,  as  I  verily  believe. 

ISAAC  McMINDES, 
County  Auditor^  Jennings  Co. 

This  last  pamphlet  received  seems  to  require  those  agents,  &c.,  to 
settle  with  the  county  board,  and  not  with  the  county  auditor;  there- 
fore our  surplus  revenue  agent  refuses  to  make  any  further  settlement 
with  me.  I.  McMINDES,  C.  A. 

September  30/A,  1843. 
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In  relation  to  the  Seminary  Fund  —  we  had  no  settlement  as  yet. 
It  appears,  however,  from  the  report  of  the  trustees,  that  the  money 
h:is  been  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  debts  due  against  said  insti- 
tute, and  which  seems  to  be  reduced  to  ^'95  23,  exclusive  of  interest 
on  outstanding  notes.  The  building  erected  in  1841,  and  the  ex- 
pense of  which  the  above  sum  seems  to  be  the  balance,  cost  about 
§2,500  00.     Respectfully  submitted. 

JACOB  SIBERT, 

Oct.  20th,  1843.  Auditor  of  Johnson  county. 


No.  41.     KNOX. 

Auditor's  Office, 
Vincennes,  Sept.  26,  1843. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  the  law,  I  transmit  to  you  a  statement  of 
the  situation  of  the  Surplus  Revenue  Fund,  County  Seminary  Fund, 
and  Congressional  School  Fund,  of  Knox  county,  Indiana. 

SURPLUS    REVENUE    FUNDS. 

Loans. 

There  was  outstanding  at  the  time  of  the  settlement  with 
the  agent  thereof  and  the  abolishing  of  his  office,  Sept. 
15th,  1843,     -  -  .     -  -  -    $8,027   83 

Condition. 

Loans  considered  safe  on  mortgage,  -  $2,273  12 
«  «  «  note,     -  -  5,754  71 

Receipts. 

There  was  paid  over  to  treasurer  by  surplus  revenue 

agent  as  principal  on  hand,       -  -  -  -  2  07 

By  same  as  interest,        -  -  -  -  -  18  00 

Making  paid  to  treasurer,  -  -  -  - |20  07 

Balance  due  this  fund  not  included  in  the  above  : 

Due  from  S.  Judah,  A.  Smith,  and  Grun.  Kelso,  (judgment 

in  circuit  court — good,)  .  .  -  -      $300  00 

Due  from  E.  M.  Jones,  L.  Timms,  and  M.  Jones,  (good,)         200  00 
Due  from  E  i  S.  E.  fr.  i,  sec.  6,  T.  1  S.  R.  11  W..  pur- 
chased for  state  per  agent,  -  -  -        200  00 

$700  00 


191 


COUNTY    SEMINARY. 


There  was  outstanding  on  loans  at  the  time  of  settlement 

with  the  county  seminary  treasurer,  Sept.  12th,  1843,        $638  00 

There  has  been  loaned  since  by  renewing  notes,  and  in- 
cluding interest,  -  -  -  -  -  64  31 


Leaving  outstanding  loans,  Sept.  22d,  1 843,        -  -      $702  31 

Condition. 

The  loans  may  all  be  considered  safe.     Balance  due  to  this  fund, 
not  included  in  the  foregoing : 

In  the  hands  of  the  late  treasurer  of  seminary  trustees, 

(good,) $91  71 

Judgment  in  circuit  court  vs.  Cannon,  et  al.,       -             -  150  00 
Fines  assessed  per  justices  of  the  peace,  and  not  account- 
ed for  per  reports,  (situation  unknown)             -             -  427  25 
Collected  per  sherilis  and  clerks  and  not  paid  over,  (good,)  769  00 

$1,437  96 


CONGRESSIONAL    SCHOOL    FUNDS. 

Loans. 

There  was  outstanding  on  loans  at  the  time  of  settlement 

with  the  school  commissioner,  Sept.  22d,  1043,  -    $4,079  49 

RECEIPTS    AND    DISBURSEMENTS. 

Receipts. 

There  was  in  the  commissioners  hands  on  settlement, 

Sept.  22d,  1843,  (permanent  fund,)       -  -  -       $304  70 

do  do      (distribution  fund,)      -  -  -      1,018  90 


Total  receipts,       .....   $1,323  60 

Disbursements, 
There  has  been  none  since  settlement. 
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SCHOOL    LANDS. 


Congressional 
lownships. 

LANDS    UNSOLD. 

Remarks. 

Acres. 

Value. 

Total,      .     .     . 

11,697  80 

$23,394  00 

There  has  been  none  of  the  school 
lands  belonging  to  thisco.  sold,  nei- 
ther has  there  been  any  sales  ordered. 

The  school  lands  having  no  valuation  to  them,  I  have  given  the 
supposed  value,  taken  from  adjacent  lands. 

There  was  judgment  obtained  against  the  three  per  cent,  fund 
commissioner  for  $501  38,  on  which  there  was  an  appeal  taken  to 
the  supreme  court,  and  I  have  not  ascertained  the  result  yet. 

Yours  respectfully, 

SAM'L  H.  ELLIOTT. 


No.  44.     LAGRANGE. 

The  auditor  of  Lagrange  county  submits  to  the  Auditor  of  State  the 
following  report  showing  the  state  of  the  surplus  revenue  fund  on  the 
1st,  Sept.,  1843. 

RECEIPTS. 


1843— 
In  settlement  with  loan  agent  of  said  county  this  day  there  was 
received  of  him  for  outstanding  loans,  on  bonds  and  bonds  and 
mortgages,  -  -  -    _         -  -       |4,302  31 

There  was  paid  over  to  treasurer  of  said  county  by 

said  agent,  as  principal,    -  -  -  -  20  00 

Total,   being   twenty-five    cents   over   the    original 

amount  received  of  the  state,         -  .  -       $4,322  31 

The  condition  of  the  above  fund  is  considered  perfectly  safe,  with 
the  exception  of  one  hundred  dollars  which,  it  is  confidently  believed 
will  be  ultimately  collected  of  the  first  agent,  on  suit  now  pending. 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 


Loans  to  borrowers  on  personal  security,  $2,\63  72 
Loans  to  borrowers  on  mortgage  and  bond,      2,138  59 


$4,302  31 


Cash  paid  to  treasurer  by  loan  agent  as  principal  on 

hand,  .  .  .  .  .  .  20  00 


|4,322  31 
Seminary  fund. 

RECEIPTS. 

1843— 
Sept.  1st.     There  was  outstanding  on  loan  on  settlement  with  the 
county  seminary  trustees,  (handed  over  to  county 
treasurer,  -  -  -  -  -  -  $419  69 

The  above  loans  at  this  time  are  considered  entirely  safe. 

EXPENDITURES. 

Loans  to  borrowers  on  note,    -  -  -  -  $419  69 

Statement  of  the  auditor  of  Lagrange  county,  Indiana,  to  the  Auditor 
of  State  as  to  the  condition  of  the  school  lands  in  said  county,  Sept* 
\st  1843. 

LANDS     SOLD. 

Acres,  .....  3,720 

Amount  sold  for,  -  -  -  -  $9,714  40 

Amount  paid,  ....  2,667  33 

Balance  due,  $6,947  07 

LANDS     UNSOLD. 

Acres,  -  -  -  -  -  3,960 

Value,    .  -  -  -  -  $5,940  00 

Provided  there  are  no  fractional  lots. 
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Auditor  of  State: 

Dear  Sir:  The  several  pamphlets  containing  extracts  from 
the  Revised  Statutes  were  not  received  here  until  the  2d  or  3d  inst., 
and  their  provisions  being  new  to  all  concerned,  I  have  found  it  im- 
possible, with  the  best  assistance  I  could  obtain,  to  forward  you  the 
above  report  until  now. 

The  carelessness  and  intricate  manner  in  which  the  accounts  of  the 
loan  agent  have  been  kept,  has  rendered  the  examination  laborious 
and  extremely  dillicult,  yet  so  far  as  relates  to  the  principal,  and  im- 
braced  in  the  report,  I  have  no  doubt,  but  we  have  arrived  at  the  true 
result.     The  seminary  fund  is  also  correct  and  safe  beyond  a  doubt. 

The  report  of  the  condition  of  school  lands,  and  the  funds  arising 
therefrom  has  been  easily  attained,  those  accounts  having  been  clearly 
and  carefully  kept. 

Auditor's  Offfck,         ) 
LaGi-ange  county,  Sept.  \Oth,  1843.^ 

]\I.  Morris,  Esqr.,  Auditor  of  State: 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  instructions,  and  the  request  of  yours 
of  the  5th  October  last,  I  submit  the  following  report  in  relation  to 
the  condition  of  the  school  fund  at  settlement  with  the  school  com- 
missioner of  this  county  on  10th  Sept.,  1843. 

Total  amount  of  sales  of  school  lands  to  this  date,         -     f  9,714  40 

Total  amount  of  interest  received  since  1st  Sept.,  1842, 

on  sales  and  loans,      -----  510  92 

Total  amount  of  interst  received  of  loan  agent  of  sur- 
plus revenue  fund  during  same  period,  -  -  365  20 

Total  amount  of  witness'  lees  &c.,  received  from  county 

clerk  for  same  time,     -  -  -  -  13  25 


;10,603  77 


Of  the  amount  of  sales  above  mentioned,  there  was  out- 
standing and  due  on  certificates  of  sales  at  the  time 
of  settlement  with  school  commissioner,  -  -      ^7,047  07 

Total  amount  paid  to  school  commissioner  on  sales  and 
now  outstanding  on  loan  on  mortgage  security  is  at 
this  time,         .--.-.        2,667  33 

Of  the  amount  of  interest  paid  to  school  commissioner 
since  1st  Sept.,  1842,  there  has  been  paid  to  township 
treasurers  per  their  receipts,   -  -  -  -  343  62 

Amount  of  interest  remaining  in  commissioner's  hands, 

(not  called  for)  10th  Sept.,  1843,         -  -  -  167  30 

Of  the  amount  of  interest  arising  from  loan  of  surplus 
revenue  fund  paid  by  agent  to  commissioner  since  1st 
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Sept.,  1842,  there  lias  been  distributed  to  the  town- 
ships the  full  sum  of    -  -  -  -  -  365  20 
Of  the  witness'  fees  above  mentioned,  the  amount  loaned 

by  commissioner  is-  -  -  -  -  13  25 


$•1,063  77 

Of  the  amount  of  school  funds  loaned  on  mortgage,  the  security 
in  every  case,  I  believe  to  be  ample,  and  the  fund  therefore  entirely 
safe. 

PETER  L.  MASON, 
Auditor  La  Grange  county. 


Lima,  LaGrange  Co.,  iVbi?.  9^A,  1843. 
M.  Morris^  Esqr.,  Auditor  of  State: 

Dear  Sir:  Yours  of  the  5th  October  last,  was  not  received 
until  near  the  1st  inst. ;  I  should  have  complied  with  your  request 
sooner,  but  for  the  press  of  business  on  my  hands,  and  the  fact  that 
for  the  want  of  a  set  of  books  for  that  purpose,  we  had  not  arraged 
the  aocounts  of  school  fund  so  as  to  embody  the  whole  subject  in 
the  proper  shape  to  report  to  you  in  the  precise  form  you  have  de- 
sired. 

I  therefore  concluded  to  report  the  foregoing,  believing  that  if  it  is 
not  in  exact  form,  yet  it  embraces  the  substance  of  all  you  desire. 

I  hope  to  have  every  thing  of  this  kind  in  perfect  form  soon,  and 
in  my  next  report,  think  I  shall  be  able  to  present  all  in  proper 
form. 

You  will  probably  discover  a  mistake  in  my  report  in  relation  to 
the  condition  of  the  trust  funds,  which  occured  in  adding  the  several 
items  in  the  school  funds. 

I  would  here  say  that  we  fear  that  under  the  Revised  Statutes  of 
1843,  we  shall  never  be  able  to  sell  our  remaining  unsold  school  lands 
unless  the  law  be  so  amended  as  that  they  may  be  sold  on  the  peti- 
tion of  a  majority  of  all  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  the  townships,  as 
our  hoosier  population  can  never  be  got  out  in  sufficient  numbers  on 
the  last  Saturday  in  August  to  decide  in  favor  of  a  sale.  We  should 
like  an  amendment  if  possible  this  winter,  as  in  our  new  county  the 
avails  of  the  school  lands  are  of  great  importance,  and  in  fact  the 
only  means  by  which  schools  can  be  started  and  supported. 

ResectfuUy, 

Your  obt't  servant, 

PETER.  L.  MASON, 
Auditor  of  LaGrange  county, 
26 
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No.  45.     LA  PORTE. 

St.itement  of  the  condition  of  the  trust  funds  of  the  county  of  La- 
porte  at  the  time  of  settlement  with  the  several  agents,  1843. 

Sjirplus  Revenue. 

There  was  outstanding  on  loan  at  the  time  of  settlement 
with  the  agent  thereof,  and  the  abolishing  of  his  office, 
September  1st,  1843, $8,106  00 

Interest  pnid  over  by  agent,  .  -  .  -         223  00 

Condition  of  Loans. 

The  sum  of  6,886  dollars  is  considered  safe  ; 

The  sum  of  420  dollars  is  considered  doubtful  ; 

The  sum  of  800  dollars  is  considered  lost,  except  the  value  of  mort- 
gaged premises  sold,  and  bought  in  by  the  agent,  estimated  at  ,$200. 

The  amount  of  surplus  revenue  received  by  the  agent  was  8,100 
dollars,  as  appears  by  his  books.  The  amount  now  on  loan  (including 
the  800  dollars  considered  lost)  is  8,106  dollars. 

County  Seminary  Fund. 

There  was  outstanding  on  loan  at  the  time  of  settlement 
with  the  county  seminary  treasurer,  on  the  14th  day  of 
October,  1843,  the  sum  of,         -  -  -  -$1,446  82 

All  of  which  is  considered  safe. 

Congressional  Township  Funds. 

There  was  outstanding  on  loan  at  the  time  of  settlement 

with  the  school  commissioner,  on  the  1st  of  September, 

1843,  from  sales  of  land, 

Principal  on  hand,  .  .  -  -  ■ 

Interest  on  hand,  .  .  -  -  - 

To  this  may  be  added, 
Loan  of  interest  on  surplus  revenue  distributed  (Septem 

ber,  1837)  to  township  38  north,  range  4  west. 
Interest  on  do.  on  hand,    -  -  -  - 

Loans  of  delinquent  tax,  -  -  -  -  ■ 

Delinquent  tax  on  hand,  -  -  -  -  ■ 

Interest  on  delinquent  tax  on  hand, 
Uncalled  for  fees  on  hand,  ... 

$9,629  05 


■  $7,965 
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00 

11 

92 

330 

00 

20 

00 

4 

00 

62 

75 
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The  loans  of  the  congressional  township  funds  are  mostly  safe. — 
The  investigation  of  the  situation  of  these  funds  has  just  closed. — 
The  difference  between  the  loans  now  outstanding  and  the  amount  of 
sales  of  school  lands  in  the  several  townships,  and  cash  on  hand,  shows 
a  loss  of  $3,036  51  of  principal.  The  loss  of  interest  is  probably 
some  larger,  though  the  amount  is  not  precisely  ascertained,  as  there 
are  receipts  of  the  school  commissioners  to  borrowers,  and  the  hold- 
ers of  certificates  of  purchase  which  have  not  yet  been  produced. 

J.  BUTLER,  A.  L.  C. 

Nove7nber  2ith,  1843. 

STATEMENT 

Of  the  auditor  of  Laporte  county  as  to  the  condition  of  the  school 
lands  in  said  county  on  the  1st  day  of  September,  1843. 

LAND    SOLD. 

Acres,  -             .             .             .             .  5,305.46 

Amount  sold  for,  ....             -  ^37,568  86 

Amount  paid,  -             -             .             .             .  11,169  04 

^Balance  due,  .....  26,409  82 

LANDS    UNSOLD. 

Acres,         .  -  .  -  .       6,540.00 

Value,       .-.---  $10,466  00 

The  value  of  unsold  lands  is  estimated  from  the  value  of  taxable 
lands  in  their  neighborhood,  aud  from  the  best  verbal  information  I 
could  obtain.  J.  BUTLER,  A.  L.  C. 


No.  46.     LAKE. 

Crow^n  Point,  Ind.,  Sept.  I8th,  1843. 

M.  Morris,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  requisitions  of  your  cir- 
cular of  instructions,  I  herewith  furnish  you  with  the  result  of  my 
examinations  into  the  school  commissioner's  office. 

This  county's  portion  of  the  surplus  revenue  has  never  been  re- 
ceived into  the  county. 

Of  the  surplus  revenue  interest  received  by  the  school 
commissioner  from  the  Treasurer  of  State,  he  has  loaned 
out,  and  is  now  outstanding,  on  mortgages  and  notes, 
including  one  judgment,  ....      ^427  56 

Cash  balance  on  hand  1st  September,  1843,         -  -  5  49 

^433  05 
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There  are  mortgages  and  notes  belonging  to  congressional 

township  34  north,  range  8  west,  on  hand,  amounting  to,     ^279   20 
Cash  balance  en  hand  1st  September,  1843,         -  -  16  694 


$295  89i 


There  are  mortgages  and  notes  on  hand  belonging  to  con- 
gressional township  35  north,  range  8  west,  amounting 
to,         -  -  -  -  -  -  -      $2l\   83 

Cash  balance  on  hand  1st  September,  1843,         -  -  20  20 


|232  03 


No  school  lands  have  been  sold,  except  in  the  two  above  named 
townships. 

There  appear'no  inaccuracies  in  the  school  commissioner's  accounts. 
Interest  has  not  been  promptly  collected. 

Should  the  surplus  levenue  interest  loaned  out  be  called  in  and  dis- 
tributed, or  should  it  be  continued  on  loan,  and  the  interest  on  it  only 
be  distributed  ?  Very  respectfully. 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

JOSEPH  P.  SMITH, 

Auditor  of  Lake  co. 


No.   49.     MARTIN. 

Auditor's  Office,  ) 

Mount  Pleasant,  Martin  county,  Sept.  20th,  1843-5 

To  the  Auditor  of  State: 

Dear  Sir:  The  extracts  from  the  Revised  Statutes  of  last 
winter,  in  relation  to  the  trust  funds,  were  not  received  at  this  office 
in  time  to  make  settlement  with  any  ot  the  officers  holding  those 
funds  previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  county  board  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  this  month.  The  surplus  revenue  agent  died  in  May,  1842, 
since  which  time,  no  person  has  been  found  who  was  willing  to  act. 
I  have  received  the  books  and  papers  belonging  to  the  office,  and 
find  that  he  received,  in  notes  and  mortgages,  from  his  predecessor, 
the  amount  of  ,|;3,238  00.  I  find  among  the  papers,  mortgages  to 
the  amount  of  $'1,145  99,  and  notes  to  the  amount  of  ,||1,827  70,  in 
all  .$-2,973  69,  which  would  leave  him  behind  ^'264  31,  which  I  fear 
is  lost  or  nearly  all  of  it.  On  all  the  notes  and  mortgages  there  is 
interest  due,  and  on  some  of  them  since  June,  1840,  but  on  part  of 
them  there  was  one  year's  interest  paid  in  advance  in  June,  1841. 


199 


Condition  of  funds. 

The  loans  on  mortgage,  say  $*1,145  99  is  considered  safe. 
The  loans  on  notes,  1,234  70  is  considered  safe. 

The  loans  on  notes,  430  00  is  considered  doubtful. 

The  loans  on  notes,  163  00  is  considered  lost. 

Am't  unaccounted  for  by  agent,  264  31  is  considered  lost. 

This  was  the  condition  of  the  fund  on  the  first  of  September. 

School  funds. 

I  have  examined  the  books  and  papers  of  the  school  commissioner 
and  am  at  a  loss  to  know  what  to  do  with  them.  The  school  com- 
missioner has  resigned  and  handed  his  books  and  papers  to  the 
county  treasurer,  but  I  have  not  yet  registered  the  mortgages  and 
notes,  and  should  like  to  have  your  advice  on  the  subject  before 
doing  so,  as  they  are  all  payable  to  the  school  commissioner  of  Mar- 
tin county,  (naming  him)  or  his  successor  in  office,  without  any  re- 
ference to  what  township  they  belong.  I  have  examined  the  differ- 
ent school  laws  and  cannot  find  that  he  was  authorized  to  loan  in 
that  way.  There  was  an  account  opened  v/ith  the  different  town- 
ships in  1834,  in  which  each  township  was  credited  with  the  amount 
received  for  delinquent  taxes,  and  this  account  has  been  kept  up 
with  the  exception  of  a  short  time  while  the  clerk  discharged  the 
duties  of  school  commissioner;  but  the  amount  received  from  other 
sources  was  never  divided  among  the  different  townships,  but  loaned 
out  from  year  to  year  with  the  moneys  arising  from  delinquent  taxes 
and  the  interest  arising  from  said  loans  added  to  the  principal  and 
reloaned. 

The  amount  of  notes  and  mortgages  is  -5'! 5787  52. 

I  have  carefully  examined  the  books  and  papers  of  the  office  from 
the  commencement,  and  as  near  as  I  can  get  at  it,  that  amount  has 
been  derived  from  the  following  sources,  to-wit: 

RFXEIPTS. 

For  delinquent  taxes,    .... 

From  persons  to  exempt  them  from  militia  duty, 

From  agents  of  surplus  revenue  fund,  interest  on  loans, 

From  State  Treasury, 

From  county  treasury. 

Interest  on  loans  added  to  principal,    . 

Total  receipts,  $1,957  24 


$323 

13 

6 

00 

,     1,078 

40 

47 

75 

13 

42 

488 

54 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 


Incidental  expenses,     .....  ^101  33 

Interest  on  loans  paid  to  one  township,*  .  .  1   64 

*  This  township  lies  mostly  in  Daviess  county  and  was  organized  in  that  county. 

Cash  paid  to  county   treasurer,  being  part  of  interest 

received  from  agent  of  surplus  revenue  fund,  .  6Q  75 

Total,  $169  72 

Condition  of  loans. 

The  sum  of  $787  99  is  considered  safe. 
The  sum  of     751   05  is  considered  doubtful. 
The  sum  of     248  50  is  considered  lost. 

On  $999  19  of  the  loans,  the  interest  up  to  the  first  of  January- 
next  has  been  added  to  the  principal,  and  put  in  new  notes  and  mort- 
gages due  at  that  time.  On  the  remaining  $788  33  there  is  interest 
due  from  different  periods,  some  since  March  1839,  this  interest  is 
not  included  in  the  foregoing  calculation. 

There  has  never  been  any  school  lands  valued  or  sold  in  the  county. 
The  average  value,  I  should  think,  is  $1  25  per  acre.  This  is  as 
correct  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  school  funds  as  I  am  able 
to  make  from  a  careful  examination  of  the  books  and  papers  belong- 
ing to  the  school  commissioner's  office.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  dis- 
bursements, mortgages,  and  notes  will  cover  the  full  amount  of  all  the 
receipts  that  have  ever  been  made. 

Now  the  difficulty  with  me  is,  how  to  divide  the  funds  among  the 
different  townships;  this  I  could  do  something  near  as  it  should  be 
done  if  it  was  all  in  money,  but  as  it  is  in  claims  good,  bad,  and  in- 
different, and  payable  to  the  school  commissioner,  without  any  refer- 
ence to  where  it  belongs,  it  presents  difficulties  which,  with  my  little 
experience,  I  am  unable  to  surmount,  but  have  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion, that  the  best  course  to  pursue  would  be  to  continue  it  as  a 
common  fund,  and  let  the  interest  derived  from  it  go  into  the  county 
treasury,  to  be  disbursed  the  same  as  the  interest  derived  from  the 
loans  of  the  surplus  revenue  fund.  This,  however,  would  require 
special  legislation  which,  I  presume  might  be  obtained.  I  should  like 
to  have  your  views  on  the  subject  at  as  early  a  day  as  convenient, 
if  it  will  not  interfere  too  much  with  your  other  duties. 

Of  the  county  seminary  funds  I  am  unable  to  give  any  informa- 
tion, as  the  trustee  has  been  sick  and  no  settlement  as  yet  made. 

Three  per  cent.  fund. 

The  present  agent  has  never  received  any  funds,  and  the  former 
agent  died  last  fall,  previous  to  which  time  the  county  board  insti- 
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tuted  suits  against  him  and  his  sureties,  one  of  which  is  still  pending 
in  the  circuit  court. 

Respecifully  yours, 

RUFUS  BROWN,  A.  M.  C. 


STATEMENT  ' 

Of  the  Auditor  of  Martin  County  as  to  the  condition  of  the  School 
Lands  of  each  township  on  the  [st  day  of  September,  1843. 


Congressional 
Townships. 


Town, 
Town. 
Town. 
Town. 
Town. 
Town. 
Town. 
Town. 
Town. 


N.,  R. 


N.,R. 
N.,  R. 

N.,  R. 
N.,  R. 
N.,  R. 
N.,  R.  4  W, 
N.,  R.  3  W 


4W. 
4W. 
3W. 
3W. 
4  W. 
3  W. 


5  N.,  R.  4  W. 


LAND 

SOLD 

• 

LANDS 

UNSOLD. 

Co 

Acres 

Value. 

640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 

^800 
960 
960 
640 
800 
640 
640 
700 
800 

5,760 

.$6,940 

Remarks. 


No  sale 
No  sale 
No  sale 
No  sale 
No  sale 
No  sale 
No  sale 
No  sale 
No  sale 


ordered 
ordered 
ordered 
ordered 
ordered 
ordered 
ordered 
ordered 
ordered 


RUFUS  BROWN,  A.  M.  C. 


No.  51,     MONTGOMERY. 


Auditor's  Office, 

Montgomery  county^  Indiana. 

Ezekiel  McConnell  in  account  with  the  school  fund,  &c.,  in  his 
charge,  from  the  fourth  day  of  December,  1830,  the  commencement 
of  his  incumbency,  to  the  15th  day  of  August,  1838,  the  time  of  his 
successor's  qualification.     School  land  sold,  $'21,297  30. 
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Pi'incijiaJ  account* 

Dr. — To  amount  of  principal  received,  -  -      $8,906  62 

Cr. — By  amount  of  mortgages  handed  to  suc- 
cessor, ...  -      $8,816  46 
By  amount  of  principal  in  cash  handed 

to  successor,  -  -  -  213  55 

9,030  01 


Plus, $123  29 

Interest  account. 

Dr.— To  amount  of  interest  received,  -  -  $7,894  96 

Cr. — By  amount  of  interest  paid  to  townships,  $7,329  62 
By  amount  of  interest  in  cash  handed  to 

successor,    -  -  -  -  463  71 


7,793  33 


Minus, $101   63 

Surplus  Revenue  account. 

Dr. — To  amount  of  surplus  revenue  received  from  agent,     $1,635  00 
Cr. — By  amount  of  surplus  revenue  paid  out,     $1,421  63 
By         «■  "  handed  to 

successor,    -  -  -  -  545  00 


1,966  63 


Plus,        -  -  -  -  -  -  -         $331   63 

Non-resident  lands.,  poll  tax,  jmlitia  Jines,  and  Jive  per  cent. 

Dr. — To  amount  of  piincipal  received  of  non- 
resident land,  ... 
To  amount  of  interest  on  same, 
"        of  poll  tax  received, 
"        of  militia  fines  received,     - 
"        of  five  per  cent,  received, 


$431 

63 

78 

71 

220 

00 

15 

00 

112 

77 

Cr. — By  am't  of  mortgages  handed  to  successor,  $420  00 
"      of  cash                "                   "  29  26 
"       paid  for  advertising,     -             -  18  75 
"      of  interest  paid  to  township  trea- 
surers,         -             -             -             -  37  79 


11 


505  80 


Minus,    .--...-        $352  31 

Amount  overpaid,  -  -  -  -  -  1  08 
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Mr.  Sering  leased  the  road  from  June  1st,  1840,  to  June  1st,  1841, 
and  was  to  give  to  the  State  29  per  cent,  of  the  amount  of  receipts,  for 
its  use  and  that  of  the  cars  and  locomotives  ;  the  State  keeping  them 
in  repair,  furnishing  an  engineer,  and  paying  one  half  of  the  salary  of 
the  conductor,  who  was  appointed  by  the  State  as  a  check  upon  the 
lessor. 

By  reference  to  Mr.  Sering's  way  bills  and  books,  it  appears  that 
his  receipts  were  as  follows,  viz. : 

For  Passengers.  For  Freight.  Total  Receipts. 


June,      1840, 

received 

$750  23 

$301  41 

|1,051  64 

July,           « 

821  25 

278  59 

1,099  84 

August,       " 

653  82 

171  67 

825  49 

September, " 

757  92 

362  01 

1,119  93 

October,      " 

"'    , 

1,066  98 

276  57 

1,343  55 

November, " 

« 

767  36 

405  10 

1,172  46 

December,  " 

H      ': ') 

855  97 

1,093  52 

1,949  49 

January,  1841 

> 

524  19 

475  49 

999  68 

February,   " 

496  71 

341  44 

838  15 

March,        " 

849  29 

331  70 

1,180  99 

April, 

667  93 

432  35 

1,100  28 

May,           « 

711  88 

472  95 

1,184  83 

Add  for  error,  ] 

p.  2,  day  b'k. 

3  00 

3  00 

"fyTo^naSertoti      «8,926  63         $4,942  80  $13,869  33 

The  credits  to  which  Mr.  Sering  is  entitled  are  as  fol- 
lows, viz.  : 

By  29  per  cent,  on  am't  of  receipts  ($13,869  33)   $4,022  10 

By  cash  paid  at  sundry  times  to  engineers  of 
locomotives,  and  deposited  to  credit  of  com- 
missioner of  road  with  cashier  of  Bank  at 
Madison,  as  per  detailed  Statement  No.  1,        8,001   35 

By  am't  collected  (at  warehouse)  by  Lodge, 
out  of  $213  87  of  freight  left  there  when 
Sering's  term  expired,  as  per  Statem't  No.  2,  60  1 7 

By  amount  of  John  G.  Sering's  account  for  ar- 
ticles furnished  the  road,  and  money  paid 
out,  disconnected  with  his  agency,  as  per 
Statement  No.  3,   -  -  -  -      1,001  84 

13,085  46 

$783  87 
Dr. — To  amount  of  error  in  addition,     -  -  -  1  50 


Balance  unaccounted  for  by  Mr.  Sering,  -  -        $785  37 
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This  balance  Mr.  Sering  contends  is  not  Justly  due  from  him  ;  that 
he  has  paid  over  and  accounted  for  more  money  than  he  ever  actually 
received  from  the  road,  and  presents  notes  and  unsettled  balances 
against  individuals,  and  justices'  receipts  for  balances  of  freight  and 
passages,  on  which  he  has  sued  in  his  own  name,  to  the  amount  of 
$1,137  64.  If  these  are  to  be  received  as  an  offset  to  the  above  ba- 
lance, then  it  appears  he  has  overpaid  $352  27.  It  is  not  contended, 
I  beKeve,  even  by  Mr.  Sering,  that  according  to  the  terms  of  his  agree- 
ment with  the  State,  legally,  he  has  any  offset  against  the  balance  as 
above — $785  37.  Yet  he  says  that  the  practice  of  his  predecessors 
(the  Messrs.  Branhams)  was  that  of  crediting  for  freight  and  passen- 
gers ;  and  had  he  changed  it  to  a  cash  business,  the  State  would  have 
lost  more  in  the  decrease  of  her  business  than  is  lost  by  reason  of  bad 
accounts. 

The  following  is  the  statement  of  Mr.  Lodge,  in  answer  to  several 
interrogatories  put  by  me  to  him  on  this  subject.  Mr.  Lodge  was  en- 
gaged on  the  part  of  the  State  as  clerk  or  conductor  during  Mr. 
Sering's  term. 

Madison,  March  '22d,  1843. 
A.  W.  Morris,  Agent,  S^^c.  : 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  interrogatories  I  will  remark,  that  of 
my  own  knowledge  I  know  nothing  of  any  agreement  of  the  kind 
you  name.  I  did,  however,  understand  from  Governor  Noble,  the 
commissioner,  and  from  Mr.  Sering  also,  that  Governor  Noble  did  in- 
form Messrs.  Butt  and  Sering,  "  that  if  they  were  compelled  to  credit 
passejigers,  the  board  of  internal  improvement  would  not  be  hard  with 
them  if  they  should  meet  with  losses."  I  did  not  understand  that  there 
was  any  written  agreement  on  the  subject. 

I  acted  in  the  capacity  of  clerk  at  the  Madison  end  of  the  road 
from  the  22d  of  June  till  the  first  of  September,  and  I  supposed  in  the 
management  of  the  business  as  far  as  it  came  under  my  observation, 
I  acted  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  Mr.  Sering.  After  that  pe- 
riod I  acted  as  conductor  on  the  cars,  and  consequently  had  nothing 
to  say  respecting  the  management  of  the  business  at  either  office,  as 
Mr.  Sering  had  his  own  clerks  to  attend  to  it.  I  conceived  my  duty  , 
as  far  as  freights  were  concerned,  alone  to  consist  in  a  proper  atten- 
tion to  the  bills,  and  see  that  the  freight  for  the  northern  depot  was 
correctly  entered  and  delivered  in  the  ware-house,  and  also  that  the 
return  freight  was  correctly  entered  upon  the  bills.  I  do  not  think, 
from  my  understanding  of  the  matter,  that  any  arrangement  was 
made  with  Gov.  Noble,  whereby  the  state  should  loose  any  portion 
of  the  freight.  1  will  not  say,  however,  that  such  an  understanding 
did  not  exist,  but  if  it  did,  I  never  heard  of  it. 

Respectfully, 

JOHN  LODGE. 

P.  S.  I  would  remark  that  Mr.  Sering  had  a  very  hard  bargain, 
and  I  have  no  doubt,  if  he  should  succeed  in  collecting  all,  it  would 
not  make  him  whole.  J«  L. 
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The  recoDection  of  Gov.  Noble  accords  with  the  foregoing  state- 
ment of  Mr.  Lodge,  as  to  giving  some  assurance  that  the  unavoida- 
ble losses  on  account  of  '-^passages,''''  would  be  shared  with  him  by 
the  state.  But  he  has  no  recollection  that  this  was  to  extend  to 
freights.  Nor  was  there  any  agreement  that  Mr.  Sering  should  cre- 
dit for  either  freights  or  passages.  The  amount  lost  by  unpaid  passa- 
ges cannot  exceed  $200.  I  think  it  would  be  about  fair  that  the 
state  should  loose  one-half.  This  deducted  from  the  balance  as  above, 
$785  37,  would  leave  $-685  37.  The  accounts  against  individuals 
for  freight  and  passages,  have  been  greatly  neglected,  yet  from  their 
scattered  condition,  it  could  not  have  been  expected  that  a  large  por- 
tion of  them  could  have  been  collected,  even  with  ordinary  effort. 
Mr.  Sering,  in  addition  to  the  foregoing,  claimed  about  $100  for  da- 
mages which  he  had  paid  for  damages  sustained  by  reason  of  acci- 
dents to  property  or  escape  of  hogs  by  reason  of  the  car  bodies  be- 
ing unsafe.  This  would  leave  $585,  as  the  balance  yet  due  from 
him.  The  books  and  accounts  were  handed  to  me  and  are  now 
in  my  possession.  Of  the  accounts,  notes,  and  justices'  receipts, 
(amounting  to  $1,137  64,  as  above  stated,)  there  will  not  be  more 
than  $200  realized. 

In  view  of  the  statement  of  Mr.  Lodge,  as  to  the  fact  that  Mr. 
Sering  had  given  more  for  the  road  than  the  business  warranted,  and 
to  make  a  final  settlement  at  once  of  the  matter,  I  proposed  to  him 
to  take  the  uncollected  accounts,  notes,  and  justices'  receipts, 
and  $200  in  treasury  notes,  and  if  agreed  to  by  you,  that  his  account 
should  be  finally  closed,  subject  however,  to  the  ratification  of  the 
next  legislature. 

To  this  proposition  he  would  not  acceed,  and  the  matter  thus  rests. 
Mr.  Sering's  securities  are  good. 

Settlement  of  the  accounts  of  John  Lodg",  as  superintendent. 

The  next  in  order  is  the  accounts  of  Mr.  John  Lodge,  who  was  su- 
perintendent of  the  road  from  1st  of  June,  1841,  to  1st  of  March, 
1842.  The  books  of  this  gentleman  have  been  regularly,  neatly, 
and  correctly  kept,  the  entries  in  the  books,  leger  and  journal,  agree- 
ing with  the  way-bills  of  each  day's  business,  all  of  which  were 
regularly  filed.  The  charges  as  expenditures  are  all  sustained 
by  proper  vouchers.  I  was  advised  by  you  that  the  accounts  of 
this  gentleman  had  been  submitted  to  the  Auditor  of  State  from  the 
commencement  of  his  term,  up  to  1st  of  February,  1842,  and  on  set- 
tlement, showed  a  balance  due  from  him  of  $3,116  01,  in  unsettled 
accounts.  In  pursuance  of  your  directions,  the  investigation  was 
made  however  to  include  the  whole  period  of  his  term. 

The  following  is  an  exhibit  of  the  amount  received  monthly  and 
paid  out  on  account  of  the  road,  during  the  whole  of  Mr.  Lodge's 
term,  viz: 
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RECEIPTS. 

For 

Passengers.  For  Freight.  Total  Receipts, 

June,       1841, 

received. 

$691   931            $663  84 

$1,355  75 

July,            « 

(( 

654  37*               440  95 

1,095  32 

August,        " 

a 

560  681               353   15 

913  83 

September,  " 

a 

655  68                277   94 

933  62 

((               u 

a 

for  transportation  of  mail, 

124  60 

October,      *' 

(( 

665  56i              475   12 

1,140  68 

November,  " 

(( 

788  43i               829  74 

1,618   17 

December,  " 

(( 

884  62*            1,960  51 

2,845   13 

(k            a 

11, 

for  transportation  of  mail, 

124  80 

January,  1842, 

a 

735   25              1,277  74 

2,012  99 

February,    " 

a 

550  25              1,189  37 

1,739  62 

u            u 

u 

errors  in  addition  to  former  reports,         151 

((          (( 

ipts 

«     for 
during 

transportation  of  mail, 
Mr.  Lodge's  term. 

40  00 

Total  race 

$13,946  02 

EXPENDITURES. 


June  and  July,  1841,  amount  paid  for  incidental  expenses,  $576  95 

"                "  "  "     paid  for  wagonage  account,       296  69 

"                "  "  "     of  profits  and  loss  account,           5  00 

"                «  «  «     paid  to  State  Treasurer,            780  48 


August  and  September,  1841 — 

To  amount  paid  for  incidental  expenses, 
"  "  vv^agonage, 

*'  "  superintendent  of  machinery, 

"  "  officers'  salary, 

"  "  profit  and  loss  account, 

October,  1841  — 

To  amount  paid  for  incidental  expenses, 
"  "  wagonage, 

"  "  superintendent  of  machinery, 

"  "  officers'  salary, 

"  "  profit  and  loss  account, 

November,  December  and  January,  1842 — 
To  amount  paid  for  wagonage, 

"  "  superintendent  of  machinery, 

"  "  incidental  expenses, 

"  "  officers'  salary, 

"  "  to  State  Treasurer, 


$1,659 

12 

122 

19 

183 

68 

997 

84 

545 

66 

1 

08 

26 

75 

131 

99 

275 

68 

295 

96 

1 

47 

211 

71 

2,131 

89 

883 

25 

801 

00 

749 

67 
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February,  1842 — 

To  amount  paid  for  superintendent  of  machinery,     -  426  87 

"             "            officers'  salary,                 -             -  348  00 

"             «            incidental  expenses,         -             -  1,294  79 

«             «     N.  B.  Palmer,  treasurer  of  R.  R.  Co.,  1,653  04 

«  «     cash  to  A.  W.  Morris,  agent,  on  settl'mt,    155  67 

Outstanding  accounts  handed  over  to  A.  W.  Morris, 

agent,  on  settlement,           .             .             .             .  1,050  71 


Making  total  expenditures,  including  outstanding  acc'ts,  ^13,946  02 

Of  the  ^155  67  received  from  Mr.  Lodge,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  were  paid  for  his  services  as  conductor  and  clerk  on  the  road 
during  Mr.  Bering's  lease — the  state  paying  one  half  of  his  services, 
and  Mr.  Sering  the  other. 

The  books,  way-bills,  receipts,  &c.,  belonging  to  Mr.  Lodge's  of- 
fice, are  herewith  deposited  in  the  auditor's  office,  agreeably  to  the 
law  on  the  subject.  The  accounts  against  individuals  for  freights  and 
passages  remaining  unpaid  at  this  settlement,  were,  after  being  made 
out  in  detail  from  his  leger,  placed,  together  with  similar  accounts 
handed  me  by  Mr.  McClure,  in  the  hands  of  suitable  agents  for  col- 
lection, at  Madison,  Vernon,  Columbus,  Indianapolis,  and  the  North- 
ern Depot.  A  detailed  schedule  of  each  particular  account, 
accompanied  by  the  receipt  of  the  collecting  agent,  is  herewith  filed 
numbered  4. 


Settlement  of  W.  J.  McClure^ s  accounts.    '  ~  '   '  t       ' 

This  gentleman  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  agency,  March  1st, 
1842,  and  continued  until  the  road  was  transferred  to  the  Madison 
and  Indianapolis  Railroad  Company,  by  proclamation  of  the  Execu- 
tive, February  18,  1843. 

In  view  of  the  rumors  unfavorable  to  Mr.  McClure,  which  I  be- 
lieve reached  the  General  Assembly  itself,  and  at  the  especial  request 
of  that  gentleman,  the  examination  of  the  books  and  vouchers  of  his 
office  was  made  with  great  care  and  minuteness.  The  books  were 
kept  by  Mr.  John  Lodge  and  Mr.  Elvin,  the  latter  at  the  Northern 
Depot.  They  are  correctly  and  neatly  kept,  and  agree  with  the 
original  entries  in  the  way-bills.  The  moneys  received  during  Mr. 
McClure's  term  were  received  and  paid  out  by  Messrs.  Lodge  and 
Elvin,  and  were  not  handled  by  Mr.  McClure,  as  both  these  gentle- 
men state,  consequently  the  rumor  that  the  agent  made  exchanges  of 
par  funds  for  Treasury  Notes,  (at  that  time  depreciated,)  was  un- 
supported by  any  evidence ;  indeed  it  was  impossible,  if  the  state- 
ments of  Messrs.  Lodge  and  Elvin  are  to  be  relied  on.  The 
following  statement  of  monthly  receipts  ascertained  from  the  way- 
bills, shows  the  amount  of  business  done  during  Mr.  McClure's  term, 
viz : 
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UECEIPTS. 

March  1842 — To  amount  for  passengers,        -     ^815  11 
«  «  freight,       -         -       607  99 

«  «  mail,  -         -         40  00 

April,  1842 — To  amount  for  passengers, 
"  «  freight. 

May,  1 842 — To  amount  for  passengers, 
«  «  freight, 

June,  1 842 — To  amount  for  passengers, 
«  "  freight, 

"  «  mail, 

July,  1842 — To  amount  for  passengers, 
«  "  freight, 

Aug.,  1 842 — To  amount  for  passengers, 
"  "  freight, 

Sept.,  1842 — To  amount  for  passengers, 
«  "  freight, 

"  «  mail, 

Oct.,  1842 — To  amount  for  passengers, 
«  "  freight, 

Nov.,  1842 — To  amount  for  passengers, 
«  "  freight,  - 

Dec,  1842 — To  amount  for  passengers, 
«  <•  freight,  - 

«  "  mail, 

Jan.,  1843 — To  amount  for  passengers, 
«  "  freight,  - 

Feb.,  1843 — To  amount  for  passengers, 
«  «'  freight,  - 

**  *•  mail. 


713 
838 

48 
65 

583 
716 

70 
16 

494 
421 
120 

07 
50 
00 

570 
300 

95 
99 

467 
527 

47 
38 

489 
486 
120 

96 
61 
00 

597 
619 

25 
42 

475 
837 

88 
94 

740 

■   2,725 

100 

04 
22 
00 

562 
-   1,709 

81 
80 

179 

904 

30 

57 

71 
00 

U,463  10 
1,552  13 
1,299  86 

1,035  57 
871  94 
994  85 

1,096  57 
1,216  67 
1,313  82 

3,565  26 
2,272  61 

1,114  28 


Of  deposits  of  different  individuals,  to  be  applied  to  their 

freight,  not  called  for,  -  -  -  -  -  29  18 

Total  of  receipts,  ...  -  |1 7,825  84 


215 


EXPENDITURES. 


March,  1842 — By  incidental  expenses  account,    ^'117  75 
"  repairs  "  142  92 

April,  1842 — By  incidental  expenses  account, 
"  superintendent  of  machinery 

account,    - 
"  repairs  account, 

"  salaries  of  officers  account. 

May,  1842 — By  incidental  account    - 

"  super'nt  of  machinery  acc't, 

"  repairs  account, 

**  salaries      " 

June,  1842 — By  incidental  account,  - 

"  super'nt  of  machinery  acc't, 

"  repairs  account, 

-  **  salaries  of  officers  account. 


,    678 

60 

147 

00 

194 

46 

200 

07 

231 

26 

184 

13 

214 

21 

182 

00 

47 

86 

2 

25 

142 

51 

111 

00 

|260  67 


July,  1842 — By  incidental  account,  -  -  14  00 

"  super'nt  of  machinery  acc't,  50  00 


Oct.,  1842 — By  incidental  account,  - 

"  super'ent  of  machinery  acc't, 

"  repairs  account, 

"  salaries  of  officers  account, 

Nov.,  1842 — By  incidental  expenses  account, 
"  super'ent  of  machinery  acc't, 

"  repairs  account, 

Dec,  1842 — By  incidental  expenses  account, 
"  super'ent  of  machinery  acc't, 

"  salaries  of  officers  account, 

Jan.,  1843 — By  incidental  expenses  account, 
"  super'ent  of  machinery  acc't, 

"  repairs  account, 


49 

24 

43 

21 

20 

10 

48 

40 

168 

61 

t,    141 

60 

627 

91 

23 

88 

,     95 

59 

11 

50 

244 

97 

5 

00 

2 

25 

1,220  01 


811   60 


313  62 


64  40 


Aug.,  1842 — By  incidental  account,  -  -  -  64  44 

Sept.,  1842 — By  incidental  account,  -  -         221   58 

"  super'nt  of  machinery  acc't,         478  80 

"  repairs  account,       -  -         891  04 

"  salaries  of  officers  account,  1,326  71 


2,918  13 


160  95 


938   12 


130  97 


252  22 
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Feb.,  1843 — By  incidental  expenses  account,   '  867  07 

"               super'ent  of  machinery  acc't,  1,550  67 

"               repairs  account,         -             -  694  05 

"               salaries  account,        -             -  2,927  43 


6,039  22 


Total  expenditures,      -  -  -  -        .    -      $13,174  07 


RECAPITULATION. 

Total  incidental  expenses  during  McClure's  agency,      -  $2,729  26 

Total  superintendent  of  machinery  account,      -             -  2,708  25 

Total  repairs,    -.-...  2,929  45 

Salaries  of  officers  on  road,        ...             -  4,807  11 

Making  total  expenditures  as  above,       -  -  -    $13,174  07 

There  was  paid  to  Railroad  Company,  as  per  certificate  of 

stock  filed,  ..-..-  2,000  00 
There  was  paid  in  cash  to  agent,  for  Railroad  Company,  866  26 

There  was  handed  over  in  outstanding  accounts,for  freights 

and  passages  during  Mr.  McClure's  term,       -  -         1,785  51 

Making  the  amount  of  credits,  -  -  .  -    $17,825  84 

The  unsettled  accounts  against  individuals  handed  over  by  Mr. 
McClure,  ($1,785  51)  except  those  which  were  paid  to  agent  at  set- 
tlement,, are,  together  with  Mr.  Lodge's,  as  stated  before,  placed  in 
}he  hands  of  agents  for  collection,  with  instructions  that  the  amounts 
reahzed  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Railroad  Company, 
as  the  law  directs. 

These  accounts,  however,  are  liable  for  the  following  claims,  being 
the  balances  of  deposits  by  the  respective  individuals,  who  expected 
the  amount  to  be  applied  to  future  freights,  and  which  was  prevented 
by  the  transfer  of  the  road  to  the  company,  viz. : 

1.  Lewis  Runkle,  of  Edinburgh,  $3  00  in  treasury  notes. 

2.  John  McCabe,  of  Columbus, 

3.  Herriott&Overstreet,FrankUn,3  02 

4.  John  Lowe,  Madison, 

5.  M.  W.  Shields,  Rockford, 

6.  B.  Cole,  Noblesville, 

7.  N.  McCarty,  Indianapolis, 

8.  Jennings  Vawter,  Vernon, 

9.  Levi  Jcssup,  Hendricks, 

10.  Wilson  &  Ilarned,  Azalia, 

11.  Neily  O'Brien,  Madison, 

12.  William  H.  Craig, 

Amount  on  deposit,  $29  18 


1  16 
in,  3  02 

it                 u 

2  00 

n                   « 

60 

(;               <( 

1  00 

((               (( 

8  17 

m 

currency. 

62 

m 

treasury  notes 

2  95 

((              a 

1  25 

«              (( 

4  50 

«               (( 

64 

((              « 
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The  interest  on  hand  would  have  been  distributed  to  the  townships 
on  the  first  Monday  in  September,  but  owing  to  the  change  in  the 
law  it  was  postponed,  by  order  of"  the  county  board,  until  settlement 
could  be  made,  and  will  be  paid  over  on  the  first  Monday  in  October, 
or  whenever  called  for  thsreafter. 

The  interest  has  all  been  regularly  paid  on  the  sales  except  on  one 
lot  in  township  28,  range  5  east. 

I  do  not  know  whether  this  report  is  just  such  as  you  desired. 
It,  however,  shows  the  true  condition  of  our  school  fund.  Owing  to 
the  absconding  of  our  former  commissioner,  we  have  heretofore  made 
an  investif];ation  into  the  condition  of  the  office,  and  are  therefore 
enabled,  at  this  time,  to  report  the  situation  of  affairs  without  much 
difficulty.  I  notice,  in  reading  the  school  law,  an  error  which  I  think 
should  be  corrected.  You  will  find  it  in  section  GO,  chapter  15, 
where  the  district  treasurer  is  required,  by  order  of  the  district  trus- 
tees, to  receive  a  warrant  from  the  county  auditor  on  the  school 
commissioner. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  M.  DEFREES,  A.  M.  C. 
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SURPLUS    REVENUE    FUND    LOANED. 

Principal. 

Safe,  -  -  -  -  -         $10,102  75 

Doubtful,  ....  1^000  00 

IjOSt,  -  '  -  - 


Total,       ....  $11,102  75 

Interest  on  nana. 

Safe,  -  -  -  o  255   88 

Doubtful,  -  .  -  .  . 

Lost,  -  -  -  .  .  160  00 


$415   88 


SEMINARY    FUND. 


Amount  of  funds,             -'  "  -  '               -            '     -      $3,899  87 

How  invested,         -  -  -                Seminary  buildings. 

Value  of  buildings,          -  .  .                 .        4,949   87 

Amount  due  on  building,  -  -                 -                 1,050  00 


THREE    PER    CENT.    FUND. 


Safe,  -  -  -  -  .  $475   29 

Doubtful,  -  -  -    '  -J  ■'■■■'-,  165  00 


Total,      .  .  .  .  .  $640  29 

Amount  all  loaned  on  personal  security. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JOSEPH  POTTS, 

Auditor  P.  C. 
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NO.  59.     PERRY. 

Rome,  Perrt  Co.,  SepU  2Bth,  1843. 

To  the  Auditor  of  Slate: 

Sir:    The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  surplus  revenue  fund 
of  Perry  county. 

A  statment  of  the  situation  of  said  fund  at  the  time  of  settlement  with 

the  agent  thereof. 

The  amount  that  appears  to  have  been  received  bv  said 

agent  was        -  -  -  "  .   "    '         "     |4,371   66 

The  interest  arising  from  said  fund  from  the  time  it  was 
tirst  loaned,  (June,  1837,)  up  to  June  1843,  would 
amount,  provided  it  has  been  kept  out  on  interest,  to         2,360  69 

Of  said  sum  there  appears  to  have  been  paid  to  the 
school  commissioners,  or  the  persons  acting  as  such, 
the  sum  of       -  -  -  -     ^  -  -        1,613  10 

And  irom  the  records  of  the  school  commissioner's   of- 
fice, there  appears  to  be  remaining  in  the  hands  of 
John  C.  Reilv,  former  school  commissioner,  the  sum 
of        -  '-  -  -  -  -  -  838  33 

of  said  surplus  revenue  interest. 

I  received  on  settlement  with  said  agent,  notes  &c.,  to 
the  amount  of  3,080,72,  nearly  all  of  said  sum  is 
loaned  on  personal  security,  some  of  which  is  very 
doubtful. 

On  said  notes  &c.,  there  appears  to  be  interest  due  to 

the  amount  of  about,  .  .  .  -  697  40 


The  balance  of  said  principal  which  is  as  yet  unaccoun- 
ted for,  amounts  to     -----         1,29094 

To  which  add  the  amount  of  interest  due  to  school  com- 
missioner,       .-...-  747  59 


Will  leave  a  balance  against  said  agent  to  the  amount  of    $'2,038  53 

H.  McCOY,  A.  P.  C. 

September  '28th ^  1843. 


9,316 

280 

9,596 

6-2 

29 

2 

92 

22,875 

78 

22,055 

78 

820 

00 

14,540 

37 

217 

NO.  62.     PUTNAM. 

Slatement  of  the  condition  of  school  sections  in  Putnam  county  on  the 
1st  day  of  September^  1843. 

Quantity  of  acres  sold,  -  -  -  - 

Quantity  of  acres  unsold,  ... 

Whole  number  of  acres. 

Average  price  per  acre  of  part  sold. 
Average  price  per  acre  of  part  unsold, 
Whole  value  of  school  lands  sold  or  unsold, 
Amount  of  portion  sold,  .  .  . 

Amount  of  portion  unsold  at  minimum  price,     - 
Amount  paid  by  purchasers,       -  -  - 

Balance  due  from  purchasers,  $7,515  41 

Statement  of  the  school  funds  of  Putnam  county  on   \st  Sept.,   1843. 

Balance  due  from  purchasers  of  school  sections. 
Amount  loaned  on  mortgage  of  real  estate, 
Amount  loaned  on  note,  -  .  - 

Amount  in  hands  of  school  commissioner. 

Total  of  school  funds  in  cash. 
Value  of  unsold  lands  at  minimum  price, 

Total  value  of  all  school  lands  in  county, 

Amount  considered  unsafe  or  lost, 
Amount  of  foregoing  received  from  muster  fines, 
Amount  received  from  taxes,     -  -  - 

Amount  of  foregoing  received  from  interest  on  surplus 

revenue,  ......        5,097  10 

Note.     The  school  commissioner  loaned  out  the  interest  of  the  sur- 
plus revenue  as  the  same  was  paid  in  to  him. 

Statement  of  the  surplus  revenue  fund  of  Putnam  county  on  \st  Sep- 
tember, 1843. 

Total  amount  received,  ....    ^13,540  00 

Amount  loaned  on  mortgage  of  real  estate,        -  -     $'5,488  05 

.Amount  loaned  on  bond,  ....        7,903  41 


$7,515 

41 

16,590 

73 

2,628 

10 

500 

00 

|27,234 

24 

820 

00 

822,875 

78 

32 

50 

63 

00 

83 

34 

Total  amount  out  on  loan,  8 13,391  45 
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Amount  considered  unsafe  or  lost,  ...  539  12 

Cash  on  hand,     -             -             -  -             -             -  148  54 

Total  amount  of  interest  received,  ...  5,606  56 


Amount  paid  out  for  expenses,  fees,  &c.,  -  -  216  96 

Amount  paid  to  school  commissioner,     -  -  .        5,097    10 


Total  interest  paid  out,  f5,314  06 

Amount  of  interest  on  hand,      -  .  .  -  292  50 


No.  63.     PORTER. 

The  auditor  of  Porter  county  submits  to  the  Auditor  of  State  his 
report  of  the  condition  of  the  Surplus  Revenue  Fund,  Seminary  Fund, 
and  Congressional  School  Fund,  iVcm  the  year  1837  to  the  1st  of  Sep- 
tember, 1843,  to- wit  : 

A  Statement  of  the  condition  of  the  Surplus  Revenue  Fund. 

RECEIPTS. 

Aug.  31st,  1837 — By  amount  rec'd  from  State  Treasury,     $2,805  80 
interest  from  borrowers,    -  -  224  46 


^3,030  26 


EXPENDITURES. 


To  amount  of  outstanding  loans,         -     ,$2,805  80 
amount  paid  school  commissioner,  224  46 

$3,030  26 


RECEIPTS. 


Sept.  1st,  1837 — Am't  of  loans  refunded  from  Sept.  1st, 

1837,  to  Sept.  1st,  1838,      -  -  $366  67 

Interest  from  borrowers,        -  -  224  46 


$591    13 


EXPENDITURES. 


Outstanding  loans  on  1st  Sept.  1837,  $2,805  80 
Amount  reloaned  from  the  1st  Sept. 

1837,  to  the  1st  Sept.  1838,            -  366  67 

Amount  paid  school  commissioner,    -  224  46 

$3,396  93 
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RECEIPTS. 


Sept.  1st,  1838 — By  am't  of  loans  refunded  from  Sept. 

1st,  1838,  to  Sept.  1st,  1839,  -  $66  67 

By  amount  of  interes*.  from  borrowers,  162  49 


|229   16 


EXPENDITUEES. 


Outstanding  loans  on  the  1st  Sept.  1838,  f  2,805  80 
Amount  reloaned  from  Sept.  1st,  1838, 

to  Sept.  1st,  1839,               -             -  66  67 

Amount  paid  school  commissioner,     -  162  49 

$3,034  96 


RECEIPTS. 


Sept.  1st,  1839 — By  am't  of  loans  refunded  from  Sept. 

1st,  1839,  to  Sept.  l3t,  1840,  -  $750   11 

By  am't  of  interest  rec'd  from  borrowers,  259  02 


;i,009  13 


EXPENDITURES. 


Outstanding  loans  on  the  1  st  Sept.  1 839,  $2,805  80 
Amount  reloaned  from  Sept.  1st,  1839, 

to  Sept.  1st,  1840,               -             -  750  11 

Amount  paid  school  commissioner,    -  259  02 


$3,814  93 


RECEIPTS. 


Sept.  1st,  1840 — By  am't  of  loans  refunded  from  Sept. 

1st,  1840,  to  Sept.  1st,  1841,  -  $225  00 

By  am't  of  interest  rec'd  from  borrowers,         1 87  89 


$412  89 


EXPENDITURES. 


Outstanding  loans  on  IfJt  Sept.  1840,  $2,805  80 

Amount  reloaned  from  the  1st  Sept. 

1840,  to  Sept.  1841;            -             -  100  00 

Amount  deposited  in  t;ie  Bank  at  Mi- 
chigan City  for  the  same  period,     -  125  00 

Amount  paid  school  commissioner,     -  180  39 

Am't  paid  attorney  for  defending  suit,  7  50 


29 


$3,218  69 
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RECEIPTS. 


Sept.  1st,  1841 — By  amount  withdrawn  the  Bank  from 

'Sept.  1st,  1841,  to  Sept.  1st,  1842,  $125  00 

By  am't  of  interest  from  borrowers,  232  75 


EXPENDITURES. 


RECEIPTS. 


$357  75 


Outstanding  loans  on  Sept.  1st,  1841,  $2,805  80 
Amount  reloaned  from  1st  Sept.  1841, 

to  Sept.  1842,         -             -             -  125  00 

Amount  paid  school  commissioner,     -  232  75 


5,163  55 


Sept.  1st,  1842 — By  am't  of  loans  refunded  from  Sept. 
1  St.  1 842,  to  time  of  final  settlement 
with  auditor,  -  -  -  $102  24 

By  amount  of  interest  from  boirow- 

ers,  same  time,       -  -  -  185  49 


$287  73 
This  fund  may  all  be  considered  safe. 

EXPENDITURES. 

Sept.  1st,  1842— Outstanding  loans  on  1st  Sept.  1842,  $2,805  80 
Amount  reloaned  from  Sept.  1st,  1842, 

to  time  of  final  settlem't  with  auditor,  102  24 

To  amount  paid  school  commissioner,  1 85  49 


$3,093  53 


Sept.  1st,  1843— To  outstanding  loans,  Sept.  1st,  1843,       $2,805  80 


J 
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State  of  Indiana,  Porter  caiinty,  ss. 

I,  S.  W.  Smith,  Auditor  of  Porter  county,  do  hereby  certify  the 
above  to  be  as  correct  a  report  of  the  several  funds  above  mentioned, 
as  can  be  made  from  the  imperfect  manner  in  which  the  accounts  have 
been  kept. 

S.  W.  SMITH, 
Auditor's  office,  Sept.  25th,  1843.  Aud,  P,  C. 


A  statement  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  congressional  school 
fund  in  Porter  county,  from  the  year  1837,  to  the  \st  Sept.,  1843. 


RECEIPTS. 


By  interest  from  purchasers  from  March  to 

Sept.  1st,  1837,    -  -  -  -    |491   54 

By  interest  on  loan  of  funds,  -  -       229  00 


EXPENDITURES. 


To  amount  of  principal  received  of  pur- 
chasers and  loaned  out  from  March  to  Sep. 
1st,  1837,  -  -  -  -  ^2,654  36 

To  amount  paid  township  treasurers,  375  00 


RECEIPTS. 


By  interest  from  purchasers  from  Sept.  1st. 

1837,  to  Sept.  1st,  1838,     -  -  $463  53 

By  interest  on  loan  of  funds,  -  *     130  90 


EX'^ENDITURES. 


To  amount  of  principal  loanel  on  1st  Sept., 

1837,  .  -  .  .  |2,654  36 

To  interest  loaned  as  principal,  -  345  54 

To  amount  paid  township  treasurers,  594  43 


720  54 


|3,029  36 


|594  43 


;;^3,594  33 
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RECKIPTS. 


By  interest  refunded  by  borrowers,  -     $305  00 

By  interest  from  purchasers,  -  -        245  92 

By  interest  on  loan  of  funds,  -  -        239  92 


EXPENDITURES. 


To  amount  of  principal  loaned  on  1st  Sept. 

1838,  ...  -  $2,654  36 

To  interest  loaned  as  principal,  -  45  54 

To  amount  paid  township  treasurers,  790  84 


RECEIPTS. 


By  interest  from  purchasers  from  Sept.  1839, 

to  1st  Sept.  1840,    -  -  -  |353  29 

By  interest  on  loan  of  funds,  -  -    194  90 


EXPENDITURES. 


To  amount  of  outstanding  loans  on  Sept.  1st, 

1839,  ....  $2,699  90 

To  amount  paid  township  treasurers  548  19 


RECEIPTS. 


By  amount  of  interest  from  purchasers  from 

Sept.  1st,  1840,  to  Sept.  1st,  1841,  $377  30 

By  interest  on  loan  of  funds  same  time,  224  38 


EXPENDITURES. 


To  amount  of  outstanding  loans  Sept.  1st, 

1841,  ....  $2,699  90 

To  this  amount  principal  received  of  pur- 
chasers and  loaned  from  Sept.  1st,  1840,  to 
Sept.  1st,  1841,        ...  155  33 

To  amount  paid  township  treasurers,  601  68 


$790  84 


$3,490  74 


$548   19 


$3,248  09 


$601   68 


5,456  91 
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RECEIPTS. 


Bv  interest  from  purchasers  from  Sept.   1st, 

'l84l,  to  Sept.  1st,  1842,     -  -  |346  91 

Bv  interest  on  loan  of  funds  same  time,  219  06 


EXPENDITURES. 


To  amount  of  outstanding  loans  Sept.   1st, 

1841,  ....  ^2,855  23 

To  amount  paid  township  treasurers,  565  97 


RECEIPTS. 


Bv  this  amount  principal  lost,  (the  borrower 

having  died  insolvent,)         -  -  $150  00 

Bv  interest  from  purchasers  from  Sept.  1st, 
'l 842,  to  Sept.  1st,  1843,      -  -  350  34 

By  interest  on  loan  of  funds  same  time,  258  48 


EXPENDITURES. 

To   amount  of  outstanding  loans  Sept.  1st, 

1842,  ■  -  :  ■  |2,855  23 

To  amount  of  principal  received  of  purchas- 
ers and  loaned  out  from  Sept.  1st  1842,  to 
Sept.  1st,  1843,       -  -  -  126  92 

To  amount  paid  township  treasurers,  608  82 


$565  97 


$3,421   00 


$758  82 


$'3,590  97 


To  outstanding  loans  Sept,  1st.  1843,  f  2,852  15 

Add  for  amount  on  loan  of  tax  and  penalty,       120  53 

Total  outstanding,  |2,972  68 

You  will  discover  that  the  amount  of  loans  of  congressional  school 
fund  does  not  agree  with  the  amount  received  from  sale  of  lands,  but 
by  subtracting  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  lost,  and  adding  forty 
five  dollars  and  fifty-four  cents,  the  amount  of  interest  loaned  as  prin- 
cipal, the  amounts  will  balance  each  other. 
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A  statement  of  the  receipts   and  disbursements  of  the  interest  on  the 
surplus  revenue  fund  in  Porter  county  from  1837,  to  Sept.  \st,  1843. 


EXPENDITURES. 


To  amount  paid  townships  in  year  ending  Sept.  1st 

1837,  .  .  . 

To  amount  paid  townships  in  year  ending  vSept.  1st 

1838,  ..... 
To  amount  paid  townships  in  year  ending  Sept.  1st 

1839,  .  .  .* 
To  amount  paid  townships  in  year  ending  Sept.  1st 

1840,  ..... 
To  amount  paid  townships  in  year  ending  Sept.  1st 

1841,  ...".. 
To  amount  paid  townships  in  year  ending  Sept.  1st 

1842,  ..... 
To  amount  paid  townships  in  year  ending  Sept.  1st 

1843,  ..... 


$224  46 
224  46 
162  49 
259  02 
187  89 
232  75 
185  49 


11,476  56 


RECEIPTS. 


By  amount  received  of  loaning  agent  in  the  year  end- 
ing Sept.  1st,  1837,  .  .  .  .  . 

By  amount  received  of  loaning  agent  in  the  year  end- 
ing Sept.  1st,  1838,  ..... 

By  amount  received  of  loaning  agent  in  the  year  end- 
ing Sept.  1st,  1839,  ..... 

By  amount  received  of  loaning  agent  in  the  year  end- 
ing Sept.  1st,  1840,  .  .  .  .  . 

By  amount  received  of  loaning  agent  in  the  year  end- 
ing Sept.  1st,  1841,  ..... 

By  amount  received  of  loaning  agent  in  the  year  end- 
ing Sept.  1st,  1842,  ...*.. 

By  amount  received  of  loaning  agent  in  the  year  end- 
ing Sept.  1st,  1843,  ..... 


$1,476  56 

A  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  seminary  fund  in  Porter  county. 

There  was  outstanding  loans  at  the  time  of  settlement  with  seminary 
trustee  on  1st  Sept.  1843, $376  50 

Of  this  sum  $232  28  is  not  considered  safe. 

The  sum  of     144  30  is  considered  safe.  ^ 


$224 
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49 
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There  has  been  no  disbursement  of  the  interest  of  this  fund,  there 
being  no  seminary  in  the  county.  The  interest  is  loaned  as  prin- 
cipal. 

It  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  report  the  actual  receipts  of  the  se- 
minary trustee,  as  said  trustee  has  kept  no  register  of  the  same,  and 
as  persons  paying  money  to  said  trustee,  if  they  have  taken  receipts, 
have  not  deposited  them  in  this  office. 


Report  made  by  the  auditor  of  Randolph  county,  showing  the  con- 
dition of  the  common  school  fund  in  said  county,  at  the  time  of  set- 
tlement made  thereof,  on  the  1st  day  of  September,  1843. 

Congressional  Township. 

Safe,      .......    $20,078  78 

Very  doubtful,  -  -  -  -  -  -  825  00 

School  Lands  unsold. 

Acres,        -  .  .  .         4,289 

Value,  -..-.--       $6,433  50 

••  Surplus  Revenue. 

Safe,      .....--  $5,261   17 

Doubtful,            -             -             -             -             -             -  924  56 

Very  doubtful,  -             -             -             -             -            -  433  00 

Lost,     -             -             -             -             -             -             -  100  00 

Real  estate  bound,  but  not  enough,        -            -            -  451  67 

Seminary  Fund. 

Personal  Security.    Buildings. 

Safe, $105  00 

Doubtful,          -             -             -             -             -  216  31 

Very  doubtful,              -             -             -             -  211  93 

Lost, 66  78 

Seminary  and  improvements,  -            -            -  -         $3,000  00 
Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  K.  EATON,  Auditor. 
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Auditor's  Office, 

Winchester^  Randolph  co.,  Nov.  2'2f/,  1843. 

Sir:     Accompanying  this  is  a  report  in  relation  to  the  trust 
funds  of  this  county. 

Congressional  Township. 

The  books  of  this  fund  are  in  a  very  bad  condition.  See  a  report 
from  this  ofiice  December  2d,  1842.  All  loans  of  school  funds  may  be 
set  down  as  safe,  with  the  exceptions  mentioned  in  my  report.  By 
which  extra  column  I  mean  that  the  several  loans  are  rather  too  large 
for  the  property  mortgaged,  provided  the  several  titles  are  good,  which 
I  have  not  had  time  to  examine. 

Surplus  Revenue. 

The  books  of  this  fund  exhibit  much  better  order  than  those  of  the 
school  commissioner ;  but  owing,  I  suppose,  to  the  possibility  of  loan- 
ing on  personal  security,  I  fear  the  fund  will  sustain  quite  a  loss  in 
attempting  to  collect. 

Seminary  Fund, 

This  is  first  introduced  by  a  report  to  the  board  of  commissioners, 
March  term,  1842,  in  which,  as  a  commencement,  the  treasurer 
charges  himself  with  the  amount  of  notes  and  cash  received  from  pre- 
decessor, Z.  Puckett,  -  ...  -  ,^1,23267 
They  also  shew  the  further  receipt  of,  exclusive  of  interest,  2,153  25 
Total  amount  of  receipts  shown  by  books,  -  -  3,385  92 
Total  amount  of  orders  I'eceived,  -  .  _  2,945  42 
Outstanding  loans,  -  .  .  -  .  GOO  02 
Receipt  from  agent  of  surplus  revenue,              -             -  148  77 


Total  amount  of  expenditures,  »  -  -  -      $3,694  28 

Leaving  a  balance  due  trustees,  exclusive  of  interest,  -  308  35 

Three  per  cent.  Fund. 

This  fund  is  destitute  of  any  books.     We  are  first  informed  by  a  re- 
port to  commissioners,  January,  1840,  of  some  expenditures,  amounting 
in  all  to,  -  -  -  -  -  -      §2,213  06 

And  balance  in  hando  of  commissioner,  -  -  275  74 

Total  amount  of  subsequent  expenditures,  as  I  am  advised,  224  78 

Total  amount  of  expenditures  shown,     -  -  -         2,437  84 

Yours  respectfully, 

A.  K.  EATON,  A.  R.  C. 
M.  Morris,  State  Auditor. 

30 
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No.  68.     SCOTT. 

Auditor's  Office,  Nov.  2d,  1843. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  forward  to  you  a  statement  of  the  condition 
of  the  seminary  fund  of  Scott  county.  The  surplus  revenue  fund 
and  common  school  fund  having  been  excepted  in  the  act  placing 
those  funds  in  the  hands  of  treasurers  and  auditors. 
There  was  outstanding  on  loan  at  the  time  of  the  settle- 
ment with  the  county  seminary  trustee,  -  -  $231  57 
As  to  the  condition  of  the  loans,  there  is  considered  safe,  178  90 

Doubtful, 52  67 

JOEL  DICKEY, 

Auditor  of  Scott  co. 
Morris  Morris,  A.  P.  A, 
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Auditor's  Okfick,  Lexington, 

Novemher  24:ih,  1843. 


.1 

M.  Morris,  Esqr. 

Sir:  Above  you  have  all  the  information  I  can  obtain  relative 
to  the  common  school  fund.  The  school  commissioner  has  made  no 
report  to  the  county  board,  (as  far  as  I  can  ascertain,)  since  1838. 
You  will  readily  infer  that  my  means  of  information  are  limited. 
Something  came  to  the  hands  of  the  present  school  commissioner, 
from  his  predecessor,  perhaps  about  three  hundred  dollars,  but  of 
that  I  can  get  no  correct  account.  The  above  statements  so  far 
as  they  are  made,  are  believed  to  be  substantially  correct. 

The  fund  is  loosely  managed,  and  although  perhaps,  there  is  no  dan- 
ger of  its  being  ultimately  lost;  yet  its  safety  is  perhaps,  to  be  at- 
tributed more  to  the  honesty  of  the  present  incumbant,  than  to  any 
sepervision  heretofore  exercised  on  him  or  his  predecessor. 

With  respect,  &c., 

.    '  JOEL  DICKEY, 

County  Auditor. 

Surplus  Revenue. 

Amount  received  from  state  treasury,    - 
Amount  of  loans  refunded,         -  -  . 

Amount  of  interest  paid  on  loans. 


Contra, 

Amount  of  loans  on  personal  security,   - 
Amount  of  loans  on  mortgage  security, 
Amount  paid  school  commissioner. 
Amount  paid  E.  Lamar,  (attorney's  fee,) 
Amount  of  principal  on  hand,    - 


|4,180 

36 

8,949 

72 

1,699 

65 

$14,829 

73 

|8,722 

54 

4,384 

52 

1,G94 

65 

5 

06 

23 

02 

114,829  73 


M.  Morris,  Esqr.,  Auditor  of  State: 


This  appears  to  be  the  condition  of  the  surplus  revenue  fund 
in  this  county  as  laid  before  the  board  at  the  last  September  term. 

Whether  this  will  give  you  the  information  which  you  want  I  can- 
not tell,  but  it  is  the  best  I  can  do  at  this  time. 
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Excuse  me,  if  you  please,  for  delaying  this  matter  so  long.  1  have 
been  trying  to  get  some  more  information  from  the  school  commis- 
sioner but  failed. 

Yours  with  this  respect, 

JOEL  DICKEY, 
County  Audiior. 


No.  G9.     SHELBY. 

Statement  as  to  the  condition  of  the  Congressional  School  Funds  of 
Shelby  county,  up  to  the  \st  of  September,  1843. 

Lands  sold,  Sfc. 

Acres,  ....  -      7,040  00 

Amount  sold  for,       .  -  -  .  |1G,861   70 

Amount  paid,     -  ...     13,264  26 

Balance  due,  -  .  -  .  5,597  44 

Lands  unsold. 

Acres,  -  -  -  -  -         640  00 

Value,         -  r  .  -  -  •  -  |1,010  00 

SCHOOL    FUND.  ir 

Surplus  revenue  as  principal,         -                 -                 -  ^1,501  06 

Principal  on  mortgage,            ...  17,164  36 

Increase  of  fund,            ....  2,397  04 

Total  amount  of  this  fund  drawing  interest  in  county,  22,759  80 


Statement  as  to  the  condition  of  the  Surplus  Revenue  Fund  of  Shelby 
county,  up  to  the  first  day  of  September,  1843. 

The  amount  of  this  fund  on  bond,         -  -  $8,568  60 

The  amount  of  this  fund  in  judgments,         -  -  2,114  81 

The  amount  in  hands  of  agent,  -  -  100  60 


Total  amount  of  said  fund,  .  .  .     $10,783  91 

Amount  considered  doubtful,        .  .  .       $2,000  00 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Y.  CONOYYM,  Auditor. 
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IS'o.  71.     SULLIVAN. 

Auditor's  Office,  Sullivan  County,) 
October  26th,  1843.         J 

In  obedience  to  the  requisitions  of  the  law,  the  auditor  of  Sullivan 
county  would  submit  his  report  to  the  Auditor  of  State,  in  relation 
to  the  Common  School  Fund  of  said  county,  at  the  time  of  his  set- 
tlement with  the  school  commissioner  on  the  20th  of  October,  1843, 
and  of  the  condition  of  the  School  Lands. 

STATEMENT    OF    THE    SITUATION    OF    THE    LANDS, 

Lands  sold. 

Acres,                 -                 .                 _  .  -      6,140  00 

Amount  sold  for,  ...  -          |1 2,557  73 

Amount  paid,                       .                 .  .  .      5,746  68 

Balance  due,  -                 --               -  -              7,411  53 

Lands  unsold. 

Acres,  -  -  -  -  -         760  00 

Value,         -  -  -  .  .  |950  00 

There  was  in  school  commissioner's  hands  on  loan  at  the  time  of 
settlement,  the  following  sums,  to-wit: 

Amount  paid  on  school  lands,           -                 -                 .  ^5,146  68 

Amount  arising  from  other  sources,           -                 -  715  22 

Cash  on  hand,                      ....  250  00 

Interest  on  loan  not  called  for,                   -     ,            -  408  00 


$6,519  90 
Of  which  sum  there  is  on  loan,  made  by  school  commissioner,  the 
sum  of  $6,269,  which  is  considered  in  a  safe  condition.     No  receipts 
or  disbursements  have  been  made  since  settlement. 


SURPLUS    REVENUE    FUND. 


There  was  outstanding  on  loan  at  the  time  of  settlement 

with  the  agent  thereof,  the  sum  of  -  -   $6,561  07 

In  agent's  hands  of  principal,         .  -  -  113  33 

Whole  amount  of  fund,  -  -  -   $6,674  40 

Amount  of  interest  in  agent's  hands,  not  known  yet. 
The  sum  of  $5,600  is  considered  safe. 
The  sum  of     1,074  "  doubtful. 

Lost,  none. 
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SEMINARY    FUND. 


There  was  outstanding  on  loan  at  the  time  of  the  settlement,  the 
sum  of  ^2,1 71   59 — considered  safe. 

THREE    PER    CENT.    FUND. 

Balance  fund  due  on  settlement  with  the  agent  is         -       $1,827   17 
Amount  loaned  by  agent,      -  .  .  1,357  50 

The  balance  in  agent's  hands,         ...         $459  67 
$200  is  considered  doubtful. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

H.  K.  WILSON, 
Counhj  Auditor  of  Sullivan  county^  Ind, 


NO.  72.     SWITZERLAND. 


Board  of  County  Commissioner's, 
September  session,  A.  D.  1843 


] 


State  of  Indiana,       ) 
Switzerland  county.  ) 


The  board  now  entered  upon  the  examination  of  the  accounts 
of  school  commissioner  in  the  presence  of  the  county  auditor,  and 
the  school  commissioner,  in  relation  to  the  school  fund,  and  after 
having  duly  enquired  into  the  safety  of  the  several  loans  made  of  said 
fund,  and  having  examined  and  compared  the  cash  and  mortgages 
with  the  books,  papers,  and  reports  of  said  school  commiosioner,  find 
as  follows,  viz: 

Remaining  due  from  purchasers  of  section  sixteen,  town,  five,  of 
range  twelve,  west,  the  sum  of  nothing;  that  there  is  loaned  on  mort- 
gages belonging  to  town,  five,  range  twelve,  west,  the  sum  of  nine- 
teen hundred  and  four  dollars;  there  is  no  principal  on  hand;  there 
is  one  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars  and  forty-five  cents  for  distri- 
bution. 

There  is  remaining  due  from  purchasers  of  section  sixteen,  town. 
two,  of  range  three,  the  sum  of  nine  hundred  and  fifty-three  dollars 
and  ten  cents;  there  is  loaned  on  mortgages,  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
and  forty-two  dollars;  principal  on  hand,  three  dollars;  interest,  &c., 
for  distribution,  sixty-two  dollars  and  fifty  one  cents. 

There  is  remaining  due  from  purchasers  of  section  sixteen,  town, 
two,  of  range  one,  the  sum  of  eleven  hundred  and  ten  dollars  and  eighty 
one  and  one-fourth  cts.;  loaned  on  mortgages  the  sum  of  nine  hundred 
and  forty  seven  dollars  and  fifty-four  cts.  and  three-fourths;  principal  on 
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hand  none;  interest  &.C.,  in  school  commissioner's  hands  for  distri- 
bution, one  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars  and  fifty-nine  cents. 

There  is  remaining  due  from  purchasers  of  section  sixteen,  town, 
two,  range  two,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  dollars  and  forty-seven  cents;  loaned  on  mortgages,  one  thousand 
one  hundred  and  thirty-one  dollars  and  eighty-seven  cents;  principal 
on  hand  none;  there  is  interest,  &c.,  in  school  commissioner's  hands 
for  distribution,  the  sum  of  forty-four  dollars  and  fifty-three  cents. 

There  is  remaining  due  from  purchasers  of  section  sixteen  town, 
three,  of  range  three,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  and  twenty-three  dol- 
lars and  eight3^-eight  and  one-fourth  cents,  loaned  on  mortgages,  one 
thousand  and  eighty-seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents;  principal  on  hand 
none;  interest,  fee,  on  hand  for  distribution,  the  sum  of  fifty-six  dol- 
lars and  three  cents. 

There  is  remaining  due  from  purchasers  of  section  sixteen,  town, 
four,  of  range  twelve,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  and 
eighty-seven  dollars  and  seven  and  one-half  cents;  loaned  on  mort- 
gages seven  hundred  and  forty-one  dollars  and  fifty-five  cents;  prin- 
cipal on  hand  none;  interest,  «Si.c.,  for  distribution,  the  sum  of  eighty 
five  dollars  and  seventy-seven  and  three-fourth  cents. 

There  is  remaining  due  from  purchasers  of  section  sixteen,  town, 
three,  range  twelve,  the  sum  of  two  thousand  and  four  dollars  and  six- 
ty-four cents;  loaned  on  mortgage,  nine  hundred  and  twenty-one  dol- 
lars and  fifty  cents;  principal  on  hand,  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  dollars;  interest,  &c.,  on  hand  for  distribution,  one  hudred  and 
forty-nine  dollars  and  ninety  cents. 

There  are  no  lands  sold  in  the  following  townships  here  after  men- 
tioned: 

There  is  loaned  on  mortgages  in  town,  one,  range  two,  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  seven  dollars  and  sixteen  and  one-fourth  cents; 
interest  &c.,  on  hand  for  distribution,  the  sum  of  six  dollars. 

There  is  loaned  on  mortgage  in  town,  four,  range  three,  the  sum  of 
nothing;  there  is  interest,  &:c.,  on  hand  for  distribution,  five  dollars 
and  eighty-eight  cents. 

There  is  nothing  loaned  on  mortgages  in  town,  three,  of  range  one; 
there  is  interest,  &c.,  on  hand  for  distribution  the  sum  of  seven  dol- 
lars and  twenty-nine  cents. 

There  is  nothing  loaned  on  mortgages  in  town,  one,  of  range  three; 
it  not  being  called  for;  distributed  to  the  other  townships. 

There  is  nothing  loaned  on  mortgage  in  town,  one,  of  range  four; 
there  is  interest,  &c.,  on  hand,  the  sum  of  eighteen  dollars  and  sixty 
nine  cents. 

There  is  loaned  on  mortgage  in  town,  two,  of  range  four  the  sum 
of  twenty-two  dollars  and  ten  cents;  there  is  on  hand  for  distribu- 
tion the  sum  of  three  dollars  and  twenty-one  cents. 

There  is  nothing  in  town,  three,  of  range  four,  it  having  been  dis- 
tributed to  the  other  townships. 

There  is  loaned  on  mortgage   in   town,    three,  of  range   two,  the 
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sum  of  forty-one  dollars;  there  is  interest,  &:c.,on  hand  for  distribu- 
tion, the  sum  of  seven  dollars  and  thirty-seven  cents. 

There  is  nothing  in  town,  six,  of  range  twelve,  it  having  been  dis- 
tributed to  the  other  townships. 

There  is  nothing  in  town,  two,  of  range  one,  east,  it  having  been 
distributed  to  the  other  townships. 

Which  said  sums  of  money  above  set  forth  embrace  the  interest 
on  the  surplus  revenue  fund  heretofore  paid  over  to  said  commission- 
er, together  with  the  amount  received  by  him  for  the  redemption  of 
delinquent  lands,  and  all  other  funds  by  him  heretofore  received  for 
the  use  of  common  schools,  and  by  law  required  to  be  distributed  to 
the  several  townships.  And  the  said  board  also  find  that  the  moneys 
loaned  out  on  mortgages,  are  in  their  opinion,  safe  and  well  secured. 

There  is  also  loaned  on  mortgages,  the  sum  of  eighty  dollars  to  the 
several  congressional  townships,  under  an  act  appropriating  certain 
funds  to  purposes  of  education;  and  the  further  sum  of  twenty-seven 
dollars  in  the  hands  of  said  school  commissioner,  paid  over  by  Thos. 
Cole,  late  school  commissioner. 

Done  at  Vevay,  in  said  county,  the  6th  day  of  September,  1843. 

JOHN  JAMES  PHILIP  SCHENCK, 
DAVID  SHULL, 
ANDREW  STEWART, 

County  commissioners, 

ISRAEL  R.  WHITEHEAD, 

'  School  commissioner, 

i  JOHN  M.  KING 

County  Auditor, 
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Sir  —  Annexed  I  hand  you  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the 
School  Lands  in  this  county.  You  will  notice  that  the  sections  in  one 
west,  although  in  Laporte  county,  I  have  put  them  down  as  belong- 
ing to  us,  because  the  business  will  most  likely  be  done  in  this 
county.  Should,  however,  the  auditor  of  Laporte  county  put  them 
in  his  list,  you  will  know  which  county  to  allow  them  in  making  up 
your  statements.  Ranges  1  west  and  4  east  are  generally  divided 
between  our  county  and  those  adjoining.  You  will  also  notice  that 
the  major  part  of  lands  unsold,  the  value  is  estimated.  I  think  the 
estimate  is  about  what  they  will  sell  for — nothing  less,  I  am  certain. 

Respectfully  yours, 

GEO.  W.  MATTHEWS,  Auditor, 


Report  of  settlement  with  the  school  commissioner  of  St.  Joseph  county, 
September  19,  1843. 

This  amount  loaned  out  on  mortgage,  belonging  to  the 

township,       .  -  -  -  .    ,^3,751   22 

This  amount  being  a  general  fund  accrued  by  virtue  of 
an  act  of  the  Legislature,  requiring  unclaimed  fees  of 
clerks  and  justices  of  the  peace  to  be  paid  to  this  fund, 
loaned  on  mortgage,       - 

This  amount  due  for  sales  of  school  sections. 

Cash  on  hand  belonging  to  the  general  fund  derived  from 
unclaimed  fees,  ... 

Cash  on  hand  belonging  to  townships, 

Considered  safe,  .  .  -  .      6,708  61 

This  amount  due  after  sales  of  mortgaged  security  and 

judgments  confessed,  -  -  -  -         301  49 

This  amount  due  after  sales  of  land  on  which  there  is  no 

security,  -  -  -  -  -  -         176  69 


86 

72 

-      2,775 

95 

19 

83 

74 

89 

Whole  amount  of  school  fund,  -  -  -   ^7,186  79 

GEO.  W.  MATTHEWS,  Auditor. 
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Statement  of  the  Receipts  and  Disbursements  of  interest  the  past  year 
by  school  commissioner,  tip  to  \4th  Sept.  1843. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  of  interest  on  hand  belonging  to  townships,       -        ^88  16 

Received  for  interest  on  loans,    -  -  ^304  07 

«  "  sales,      -  -  169  56 

'•  "  surplus  revenue,  520  68 

Received  of  county  treasurer,  delinquent  taxes,     250  00 

1,244  31 


Paid  township  treasurers,  -  -  1,239  78 

Incidental  expenses,         -  -  -  14  24 


1,332  47 


1,254  02 


Balance  of  interest  on  hand  belonging  to  townships,       -         ^78  45 

GEO.  W.  MATTHEWS,  Auditor. 


Annexed  I  hand  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  school  fund  of 
this  county  on  settlement  with  school  commissioner,  and  an  exami- 
nation of  his  books. 

I  have  heretofore  devoted  much  time  at  the  examination  into  the 
state  of  this  iund,  and  find  that  it  has  generally  been  well  managed. 
Our  commissioners  have  always  been  business  men,  and  men 
of  integrity.  The  eventual  loss  cannot  be  large.  I  also  hand  a 
statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures  on  account  of  the  interest — 
also  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  school  lands.  If  the  present 
laws  in  relation  to  this  fund  are  permitted  to  continue,  and  our  re- 
sources carefully  husbanded  for  a  few  years,  the  yearly  income  will 
be  sufficient  to  school  every  child  in  the  county — I  mean  those 
whose  parents  will  spare  them  the  time,  and  send  them  to  school. 

Respectfully, 
GEO.  W.  MATTHEWS,  Auditor, 


Statement  of  settlement  with  the  Surplus  Revenue  Agent,  showing  the 
condition  of  said  Fund  on  September  14,  1843. 

Amount  loaned  on  bond  and  mortgage  security,  -  -  $1,405  00 

do.  do.  do.  do.      on  which 

the  interest  has  not  been  regularly  paid,  now  in  suit,  650  25 

Amount  loaned  on  personal  security,  considered  good,  on 

which  the  interest  is  punctually  paid,  -  -  -      3,539  92 
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This  amount  of  principal  for  land  forfeited  by  former  bor- 
rowers, land  sold,  and  the  pm^chaser  pays  interest 
promptly,  .--...         243  00 

This  amount  for  town  lot,  same  as  above,  -  -         142  34 

This  amount  of  principal  in  the  hands  of  John  McCullough, 

former  agent,     -  -  -  -  -  -100  03 

Amount  converted  into  bank  stock  in  the  Branch  of  the 

State  Bank  of  Indiana  at  South  Bend,  -  -         190  00 


Being  the  amount  of  fund  paid  to  the  county,      -  -  ^6,270  54 

Having  previously  examined  into  the  condition  of  this  fund,  I  re- 
ported to  the  board  of  county  commissioners, 

1st.    The  above  deficiency  of  principal,     -  -  -      ^100  03 

2d.    Deficiencyof  interest  in  1840,  not  p'd  over,    ^$'127  89 


3d.             "                  " 
4th.            «                  " 

1841, 
1842, 

^10  10 
19  29 

148  98 
57  32 

Less  cash  on  hand. 
Retained  by  counsel,  fees. 

|334   19 
29   39 

304  80 

|404   83 

The  then  agent,  John  McCullough,  having  been  suddenly  stricken 
down  with  paralysis,  has  not  been  able  since  to  give  any  account  of 
his  proceedings.  Legal  measures  will  be  taken  to  have  the  matter 
righted. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  W.  MATTHEWS, 
Auditor  of  St.  Joseph  county. 


Statement  of  settlement  with  the  Treasurer  of  the  Seminary  Fund  of 
St.  Joseph  county,  on  the  14^/i  of  September,  1843. 

This  fund  consists  of. 
Town  lot  387  in  South  Bend,  cost  at  the  time  of  purchase 

155  dollars,  and  worth  besides  the  interest,  say,  -      ^155  00 

Cost  of  building  site,         -  -  -  .  .         300  00 


Whole  value  of  real  estate,  -  -  .  -      ^'455  00 
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The  treasurer  has  paid  over  notes  of  hand  well  secured  for 

loans,  with  two  years'  interest,  generally  due,  10  per  ct.,     ^453  78 
Cash  on  hand  (state  scrip),  .  -  -  .         266  35 

Fines  assessed  by  the  cir.  court  and  justices  of  the  peace, 
supposed  to  be  well  secured,  and  not  paid  over,  amount- 
ing to  about  this  sum,   -----         350  00 

|1,525   13 


GEO.  W.  MATTHEWS, 

Auditor  of  St.  Joseph  Co. 


Dear  Sir  :  Annexed  I  hand  you  a  statement  of  my  settlement 
with  the  treasurer  of  the  county  seminary  fund.  Men  of  integrity 
have  had  the  management  of  this  fund  ;  so  far  as  ascertained,  the 
funds  have  been  loaned  to  responsible  persons  and  the  money  faith- 
fully accounted  for.  There  has  been  heretofore,  however,  a  laxity  in 
paying  up  fines  assessed,  for  the  want,  I  suppose,  of  some  person  whose 
duty  it  should  be  to  urge  collections  and  coerce  payment.  The  law 
7WW  meets  the  case,  and  hereafter  this  part  of  the  duty  will  be  more 
promptly  performed.  Respectfully, 

GEO.  W.  MATTHEWS, 

Auditor  of  St.  Joseph  co. 


NO.  74.  STEUBEN. 

Report  of  auditor  of  Steuben,  in  relation  to  the  trust  funds  of  that 
county  from  commencement  of  the  county,  to  Sept.  1st,  1843. 

RECEIPTS. 

Said  commissioner  has  received  from  sales  of  school 
lands  belonging  to  the  several  townships,  the  sum 
of    -  -  -  -  -  -  -         |1,441  09 

Interest  from  purchasers  of  land,         -  -  -  869  46 

Interest  on  loans,         -  ...  -  268  6Q 


$2,579  21 

EXPENDITURES. 


Said  commissioner  has  loaned  out  on  mortgage  security 

the  sum  of    -             -             -             -             -             -  $1,377  62 

Principal  not  loaned,   -             -             -             -             -  58  50 

Paid  for  advertising  sale  of  land,           -             -             -  4  97 
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Interest  paid  to  townships  as  per  township  treasurer's 

receipts,        ------  1,101  40 

Interest  on  hand,  uncalled  for,  -  -  -  36  72 

|2,579  21 

I  hereby  certify  the  above  to  be  a  correct  statement  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  school  funds  under  the  control  of  the  school  commissioner 
of  Steuben  county,  as    appears  on  settlement   with   said   commis- 


sioner. 


Angola,  September  29th,  1843. 


ADONIJAH  SMITH, 
Auditor  of  Steuben  county* 


No.  76.     UNION. 

Liberty,  October  XOth,  1843. 

Auditor  of  State : 

Sir  :  I  herewith  send  you  reports  in  relation  to  the  several 
trust  funds  of  Union  county.  I  regret  that  they  are  so  vague,  but  it 
is  the  best  I  could  do  from  the  data  in  my  possession.  I  have  spent 
what  time  I  could  spare  from  my  other  official  business  in  investi- 
gating the  books  and  papers  of  the  officers  heretofore  connected  with 
the  management  of  these  funds,  and  am  of  opinion  that  nothing  has 
been  lost  by  the  negligence  or  dishonesty  of  any  officer  connected 
with  the  management  of  these  funds  in  our  county.  I  will  not,  how- 
ever, let  the  investigation  rest  here,  but  will,  as  soon  as  possible,  tho- 
roughly investigate  the  whole  matter. 

No.  1.     Congressional  Township  Fund. 

Outstanding  loans  at  settlement  with  commissioner,  Sept. 

13th,  1842,       -  -  .  -  -  |13,002  88 

Amount  due  from  purchasers  of  school  sections,  Sept. 

13th,  1842,  ..-.--  10,318  46i 
Amount  loaned  from  Sept.  13th,  1842,  to  Sept.  12th,  1843,     2,180  00 

Total,     .-.-.-  $25,501   344 

Amount  paid  by  purchasers  and  refunded  by  borrowers, 

from  Sept.  13th,  1842,  to  Sept,  12th,  1843,     -  -      3,150  37 


Am't  due  from  purchasers  and  on  loans,  Sept.  1 2th,  1 843,    $22,350  974 
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Receipts  and  Disbursements.. 

RECEIPTS. 

There  was  remaining  in  commissioner's  hands  on  settlement,  Sept. 
13th,  1842, 

Of  principal,         -.-...  |280  66 

Of  interest,           _..-_.  263  45 

Received  from  sales  of  lands,        -             -             -            -  1,271  25 

"          *'     loans  refunded  by  borrowers,         -             -  1,879  12 

"          "     interest  on  loans  and  from  purchasers,      -  1,604  66 


Making  the  total  receipts,              ....  $5,299  14 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

By  loans  of  funds,             .             .             .             .             _  $2,180  00 

By  interest  paid  township  treasurers,        ...  1,868  11 


Making  the  total  disbursements,  -  -  -  -  ^4,048  11 

Amount  remaining  in  hands  of  comm'r  Sept.  12th,  1843,       1,251  03 


$6,299  14 


The  whole  fund  (f  23,602  OOi)  is  considered  in  a  safe  condition. 

No.  2.     Surplus  Revenue. 

There  was  outanding  loans  of  surplus  revenue  at  the  time  of  settle- 
ment with  the  agent  thereof,  and  abolishing  his  office  Sept.  11th,  1843, 
On  mortgage  security  the  sum  of,  ...  ^'1,100  00 

On  personal  security,       ...  -  -      6,530  80 

|7,630  80 
Amount  in  agent's  hands  (paid  to  treasurer),        -  -  12 


Total,       ......  -  $7,630  92 

Condition  of  Loans. 

The  sum  of  $7,597  80  is  considered  safe. 

The  sum  of  33  dollars  is  considered  doubtful. 
The  school  commissioner  had  for  distribution  on  the  1st 

Monday  of  Sept.  1843,  of  surplus  revenue  interest,      -      $755  85 
Distributed  to  seven  townships,    -  -  -  -         642  23 

Leaving  for  three  remaining  townships,     -  -  -      $113  62 
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No.  3.     County  Seminary  Fund. 

Abstract  from  the  report  of  seminary  trustees  to  board  of  commis- 
sioners, September  term,  184  2: 

"  The  institution  is  indebted  (near)  300  dollars. 

Amount  received  since  September  3d,  1842,  ,$369  97. 
Amount  paid  to  individuals  having  claims  as  per  receipts 

on  file  since  Sept.  3d,  1842,       -  -  .  -      $372  01 

One  judgment  (secured),  -  -  -  -  60  00 

Interest  on  same,  -  -  -  -  -  5  00 

Amount  due  on  sale  of  old  seminary  and  lot,        -  -         337  00 

Interest  on  the  above  since  25lh  of  Dec.  1841,  (near),     -  60  00 

Amount  on  hand  (Bank  of  Illinois),  -  -  -  5  00 

The  amount  due  on  sale  of  old  seminary  and  lot  is  suspended,  and 
likely  to  remain  so  for  some  time." 

No.  4.     Condition  of  School  Lands  in  Union  county^  Sept.  12^^,  1843. 

LAND    SOLD. 

Acres,       -  ...  -       2,587.95 

Amount  sold  for,  -  -  -  -  -  |22,103  04 

Amount  paid,       -----  13,055  82i 

Balance  due,         .-»-.-     9,047  21  i 


LANDS    UNSOLD. 


None. 


JOHN  W.  SCOTT, 

Auditor  of  Union  co. 


No.  78.     VERMILLION. 

Auditor's  Office,  Vermillion  County,  ) 
October  13,  1843.          \ 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  instructions,  I  herewith  submit  to 
you  a  report  of  the  condition  of  the  several  public  funds  of  the 
county,  on  the  first  day  of  September,  1843,  the  books  and  papers  of 
which  have  been  deposited  in  this  office,  as  follows : 

No.  1.     Congressional  School  Fund  ; 

2.  Common  School  Fund  ; 

3.  Seminary  Fund ; 

4.  Surplus  Revenue  Fund. 

32 
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No.  1.     Congressional  School  Fund. 


The  amount  of  sales  of  school  lands, 
Forfeited  and  remains  unsold, 
Amount  paid  by  purchasers, 


Balance  in  hands  of  purchasers, 
Amount  of  principal  loaned, 
Balance  in  hands  of  commissioner, 


Total  amount  of  productive  fund, 


^761  63 
15,099  50 


$30,733  78 


15,861    13 


14,901   09 
198  41 


14,872  65 


15,099  50 


-   |29,972   16 


No.  2.     Common  School  Fund. 


The  amount  of  the  fund. 
Loans,  ... 

Balance  in  hands  of  commissioner, 


$2,864  22 
2,668  20 

^196  02 


No.  3.     County  Seminary  Fund. 


The  amount  of  the  fund, 
The  amount  of  loans,  - 
Paid  treasurer  by  trustee. 


Overpaid  by  seminary  trustee,  excess, 


$1,685  12 
25  23 


11,700  35 

1,710  35 
^\0  00 


No.  4.     Surplus  Revenue  Fund. 

The  amount  received  from  State  Treasury, 

Come  to  hands  of  last  agent,        .  _  .  . 

Balance  in  hands  of  W.  H.  H.  Scott,  former  agent,  (surety 

good,)  -  -  -  '  '     ^      ' 

The  amount  on  loan,         -  -  -         r'j)8,138  33 

The  amt.  paid  treasurer  by  N.  H.  Wilson,  ag't,       73  00 


$8,289  86 
8,211    33 


78  53 


8,211   33 


5,289   86 


Before  concluding  this  imperfect  report,  I  deem  it  proper  to  re- 
mark, that,  in  consequence  of  the  sickness  of  James  Thompson,  our 
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school  commissioner,  (who  has  held  the  office  since  it  was  created,) 
and  his  residence  being  several  miles  from  the  county  seat,  I  had  no 
opportunity  of  settlino;  with  him  until  a  short  time  since,  and  neither 
of  ns  being  fully  satisfied  with  the  result  of  the  settlement,  (which 
occupied  us  two  days,)  it  was  agreed  that  1  should  make  a  re-exa- 
mination from  the  books,  which,  like  every  thing  connected  with 
the  "old  school  law,"  must  necessarily  be  quite  imperfect,  espe- 
cially in  their  arrangement,  though  they  are  plain.  I  discovered 
errors  in  the  footings  of  his  receipts  of  interest,  amounting  in  the 
aggregate  to  ^176  —  sometimes  they  are  in  favor  of  the  fund,  and 
sometimes  against  it,  but  the  above  is  the  balance  against  the  fund. 
I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  errors  occurred  entirely  through  mis- 
take, happening  at  different  times  through  a  period  of  thirteen  years. 
Also,  a  similar  error  of  $6  appears  in  the  common  school  fund.  The 
same  gentleman  is  the  only  person  that  has  had  charge  of  the  semi- 
nary fund — in  that,  an  error  of  $10  appears  against  him. 

Mr.  Thompson  was  in  town  to-day,  in  quite  poor  health.  I  showed 
him  some  of  the  errors,  and  how  I  had  discovered  them.  He  seemed 
satisfied,  and  cheerfully  promised  to  pass  the  proper  receipts  so  soon 
as  his  health  would  permit  him  to  give  the  books  a  thorough  re-exa- 
mination, which  he  presumed  would  be  soon. 

He  is  a  responsible  man,  has  given  good  security,  and  is  a  very 
good  officer,  though  not  a  first  rate  accountant. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

MELVIN  P.  LOWRY, 

Count?/  Auditor, 

To  M.  Morris,  Esa., 

Auditor  P.  A. 


.       NO.  82.  WAYNE. 

Auditor's  Office,  Wayne  Co.,  ) 
Centerville,  October  lOth,  1843.^ 

Morris  Morris,  Esq.,  Auditor  of  public  accounts: 

Sir:  Pursuant  to  the  printed  instructions  received  some  time 
since,  I  herewith  send  you  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  trust 
funds  of  this  county  so  far  as  they  appear  from  an  examination  of  the 
books  of  the  respective  officers;  the  records  of  the  county  commis- 
sioner's aflbrding  scarcely  any  information  on  the  subject. 

\st.   The  surplus  revenue  fund. 

Jehiel  R.  Lamson,  the  agent  for  loaning  the  surplus  re- 
venue fund  for  this  county,  received  from  the  Treasu- 
rer of  State  in  two  payments,  the  sum  of        -  -    $21,794  55 
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And  has  handed  over  to   the  county   aduitor 

mortgages  amounting  to     -  -  ff  1,890  00 

Notes  and  bonds  amounting  to  -  1 8,697  60 

Notes  and  bonds  on  which  judgments  have 
been  obtained  in  the  Wayne  circuit  court, 
amounting  to  -  -  -  -    1,207  47 


§21,795  07 


Making  an  increase  to  the  principal  of  ,^'0  52 

The  said  agent  as  appears  by  his  books,  has  received  on 

account  of  interest  the  sum  of  -  -  -  ^10,514  61 

And  has  filed  vouchers  for  payments  to  school  commis- 
sioner and  for  incidental  expenses,     -  -  -      10,394  37 

Leaving  a  balance  on  settlement  of  $120  24 

For  which  he  has  filed  the  county  treasurer's  receipt  in  full. 

Of  the  mortgages,  bonds,  and  notes,  handed  over  by  Lamson,  agent 
as  aforesaid  the  sum  of  ^$'688  27  is  supposed  to  be  lost. 
The  sum  of  532  80  is  supposed  to  be  doubtful. 

The  sum  of  20,574  00  is  supposed  to  be  good  by  the  said 

agent;  of  this  however,  I  cannot  give  any  correct  opinion  except  as 
to  the  lost  and  doubtful. 

'2d.   The  school  fund. 

The  difficulties  in,  and  the  labor  requisite  to  investigate  the  accounts 
of  the  different  commissioners,  were  great.  The  accounts  of  the 
two  first  were  a  chaotic  mass,  sales  of  lands,  rents,  interest,  loans 
made  and  loans  refunded,  and  payments  to  township  trustees,  being 
all  mixed  up  logether. 

As  far  as  I  could  make  out  from  the  books,  Messrs.  Harris,  and 
Poston,  the   first  two   commissioners  (for  the  accounts  seem  to  have 
been  continued  from  one  to  the  other,)  received  as  follows: 
For  sale  of  lands,  -  -  -  -  -   |1 3,789  98 

For  loans  refunded,         .  .  .  .  -      10,319  71 

For  rents  previous  to  sales,        -  .  .  -        1,359  48 

For  interest  on  purchases  and  loans,       ...        7,969  74 

Total  receipts,  |33,438  91 

And  paid  out  as  follows,  viz: 
For  loans,  ....      $29,969  22 

To  township  treasurers,  &c.,       -  -  3,271    36 

To  Thomas  Commons,  school  commissioner,         260  24 

|33,500  82 


Apparent  balance  in  favor  of  Harris  and  Poston,  $&\  91 
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But  which  is  believed  was  really  clue,  as  appears  troni  the  state- 
ment of  the  accounts  of  Thomas  Commons,  that  follows. 

Thomas  Commons,  the  third  commissioner,  it  appears  received  the 
following  sums  as  principal,  to-wit: 
Amount  of  Mortgages  handed  over  by  Poston,  (as  ap- 
pears from  difl'erenc  arising  from  loans,  and  loans  re- 
funded, in  Harris  and  Poston's  books  no  memorandum 
of  the  amount  having  been  kept  by  Commons)  is  ^19,689  51 

From  sales  of  lands,      ...  -  -        5,076  52 

From  interest  invested  as  principal,       -  -  .        1,742  72 

Total  principal  received,  ^'26,508  75 

And  has  paid  over  as  follows,  to-wit: 
Amount  of  Mortgages  handed  over  to  Thos. 

Adams,  the  present  commissioner,  $26,344  75 

Cash  paid  Adams,  balance  of  principal  on 

hand,        -  -  -  -  -  115  00 

$26,459  75 


Leaving  apparent  balance  against  Commons  of  $49  00 

Which  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  apparent  balance  in  Poston's 
favor  on  the  opposite  page;  besides  which  Commons  account 
of  loans,  and  loans  refunded,  including  the  $115,  paid  over  in  cash 
to  Adams'  balances.  He  also  kept  a  separate  memorandum  of  a 
loan  on  note  for  $53  18,  (from  which  deduct  the  interest,  leaves  just 
$49  00,  of  funds  not  designated  as  belonging  to  any  township,  and 
which,  as  will  be  found  in  the  statement  of  the  accounts  of  Thomas 
Adams,  tlie  present  commissioner,  by  compounding  the  interest,  has 
amounted  to  $83  73. 

In  the  examination  of  the  amount  received  for  lands  by  said  Com- 
mons, and  comparing  the  same  with  the  amount  of  sales,  and  the 
amount  received  by  former  commissioners,  to  ascertain  whether  the 
whole  amount  of  purchase  money  had  been  paid,  1  find  that  in  one 
case  upon  giving  the  deed,  he  charges  himself  with  the  sum  of  $357,- 
64,  when  the  books  and  a  memorandum  kept  by  himself,  shows  that 
the  amount  actually  due  was  $383  00,  being  a  loss  of  $25  36.  He 
however,  says  there  must  have  been  some  receipt  or  other  evidence, 
presented  by  the  person  to  whom  the  deed  was  made,  showing  the 
payment  of  that  amount  to  his  predecessor.  Notwithstanding,  I  feel 
it  to  be  my  duty  to  have  some  evidence  of  the  fact;  and  shall  make 
the  necessary  inquiry. 

On  account  of  interest  and  per  centage  on  tax,  the  said 
Commons  has    received,   (including  the   amount   re- 
ceived from  Poston,)  -  ....    $12,370  11 
And  has  filed  vouchers  amounting  to       ...      12,370  03 


Leaving  a  balance  of  $0  08 
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Said  Commons  also  charges  himself  with  unknown 
funds,  (the  $53  18,  mentioned  above,  with  interest 
compounded,)  amounting  to     ...  -  ^61   56 

For  delinquent  taxes,     -  -  -  -  -  6119 


1122  75 


And  has  credited  himself  for  fees  on  delin- 
quent tax,  -  -  -  -  $9  44 

For  note  for  unknown  funds  given  over  to 

Thomas  Adams,  his  successor,  -  61   56 

For  cash  paid  Thos.  Adams,  being  balance 

of  delinquent  tax.  -  -  -  51   75 


1122  75 


Thomas  Adams,  the  present  commissioner,  has  received  up  to  the 
time  of  settlement,  (September  16th,  1843,)  as  principal,  the  follow- 
ing amounts,  viz: 
Of  Thos.  Commons,  late  commissioner,  in  mortgages, 

the  sum  of      -  -  -  -  -  -    |26,344  75 

In  cash,  -  -  -  -  -  -  115  00 

Interest  to  be  vested  as  principal  for  town.  14,  range  1,  123  32 

Total  received  of  Commons,  $26,583  07 

From  sales  of  lands,       -  -  -  -  -    $3,432  53i 

Interest  to  be  invested  as  principal  for  town.  14,  range  1,  109  49 

From  unclaimed  fees  on  mortgage,  -  -  -  96  00 

Total  amount  of  principal  received,  $30,221  09i 

From  which  deduct  for  loss  on  foreclosure  of  mortgage, 
the  land  having  been  bought  in  and  ordered  to  be  sold 
by  the  trustees  of  town.  17,  range  13,  -  -  25  00 

Whole  amount  of  principal,      -  -  -  -   $30,196  09J 

The  whole  of  his  account  may  be  summed  up  as  follows,  to- wit : 
Amount  of  principal  received,  -  .  -  -   $30,196  09 

Am't  of  interest  received  from  school  fund  and  surplus 

revenue,         ------ 

Amount  of  unknown  funds,  being  the  $61  5G  paid  over 

by  Commons,  and  the  interest  since  accrued, 
Amount  of  unclaimed  fees,  after  deducting  the  96  dollars 

mortgage  in  the  above  statement,      -  -  - 

Amount  of  delinquent  tax  rec'd  from  Thos.  Commons, 
Amount  of  surplus  revenue  interest  not  distributed  to 

the  several  townships,  -  -  -  -  42  17 

Total  amount  of  receipts,  .  -  -  .  $53,922  534 


i,525 

42 

83 

73 

23 

374 

51 

75 
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And  has  filed  vouchers  as  follows : 
For  am't  of  warrants  for  mortgages  handed 

over  to  the  auditor  on  settlement,  -  ^30,196  09 

Amount  of  interest  paid  to  towndiips,      -      23,066  73 
Amount  of  note  for  unclaimed  fees  handed 

over  to  the  auditor  on  settlement,  -  83  73 

County  treasurer's  receipt  for  surplus  reve- 
nue interest  distributed,  -  -  138  41 
Treasurer's  receipt  for  same  not  distributed,  42  17 


53,527  13 


Balance  due  on  settlement,        .  .  -  -        ^395  40i 

Which  balance  is  credited  to  the  several  townships  on  the  new 
books. 


Sd.     The  Seminary  Fund, 

It  appears  that  Beale  Butler,  the  first  treasurer  of  the 

county  seminary  fund,  received  the  sum  of,      -  -     $848  334 

And  left  vouchers  on  record,  including  his  fees,    -  -        754  80 


Balance  in  his  hands,  August,  1829,  -  -  -       |93  53i 

Afterwards  his  successor,  Henry  Bryan,  made  the  fol- 
lowing charges  against  him,  viz. : 

To  cash  paid  back  to  Beale  Butler,       -  -      ^'20  54 

To  the  note  of  Jesse  Neal,  paid  back  to  Butler,        12  38 


And  credits  him  as  follows,  to-wit : 
By  cash  in  specie,         .  _  -  , 

By  balance  on  a  note  due  from  Jesse  Neal  for. 
By  Beale  Butler  paid  to  Jesse  Neal  on  the  se- 
minary contract,  allowed  at  Nov.  board,  1 829, 


By  balance  due,  -  -  -  -  -  ^9  45i 

The  last  charges  and  credits  seem  to  me  to  be  a  mere  memorandum 
kept  by  Bryan  against  Butler.  It  appears  that  at  one  time  he  cre- 
dited Butler  with  more  than  would  have  paid  the  above  balance,  and 
afterwards  refunded  a  part,  and  I  suppose  made  himself  responsible. 

Henry  Bryan,  the  second  treasurer,  charges  himself  for 

amount  rec'd  for  breaches  of  the  penal  laws,  the  sum  of,     ^299  341 


$126  45* 

|29  62 
12  38 

75  00 

117  00 
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He  also  received  of  Beale  Butler,  according  to  the  above 
statement,  (the  difference  between  $29  62  and  |20  54) 
which  he  has  not  charged  in  his  own  account,  -  -  9  08 


Making,   -  -  -  -  -  -  -     1 30 8  421 

And  credits  himself  with  his  own  fees  and  payments  to 
sundry  persons,  (of  which  payments  there 
is  not  a  single  voucher  to  be  found,)  -     ^256  93 

By  balance  due,  (by  John  E.  Dunham's  book 

it  appears  this  balance  was  paid  to  him,)     -         42  411 

299  411 

Leaving  a  balance  of,  -  -  -  -  ^9  08 

If  Butler's  balance  be  added  of,  -  -  -  9  45i 


The  balance  would  then  be,   -  -  -  -  $18  53J 

And  is  the  whole  amount  lost  to  the  fund  up  to  the  7th  Nov.  1831. 

John  E.  Dunham,  the  third  and  last  treasurer,  charges  himself  with 

balance  paid  over  by  Bryan,  -  .  .  ^42  411 

Amount  received  for  fines,  forfeitures,  and  interest,      -        4,523  99i 


Making,  ---.-.      |4,566  41 

And  credits  himself  with  his  own  fees,  -    ^142  37 

Payments  to  sundry  persons,     -  -  -  4,347  21 

4,489  58 


Balance  due  on  settlement,       -  .  -  .  ^76  83 

For  the  payments  above  mentioned  he  has  exhibited  vouchers  for 
every  item  except  for  the  sum  of  ^43  431,  38  dollars  of  which  was 
paid  for  a  pair  of  globes  ;  those  vouchers  were  for  items  in  his  first 
settlement  in  1832,  and  said  to  have  been  left  with  the  clerk,  but  can- 
not be  found.  He  afterwards  preserved  the  receipts  himself,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  the  whole  is  correct. 

Ath.     Three  per  cent.  Fund. 

Lot  Bloomfield,  the  agent  of  the  three  per  cent,  fund  for  this  county, 
it  appears  by  the  commsssioner's  books,  has  received,  since  his  first 
appointment  in  1834,  the  sum  of  ,$4,148  76,  has  filed  vouchers,  &c., 
for  the  same  in  full. 

Of  the  sub-agents  appointed  by  the  board  of  commissioners  for  the 
different  townships,  all  have  settled  up  in  full  with  the  board,  except. 
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1st.  Gabriel  Newby,  who  appears  for  the  years  1834, 1837, 

1838,  and  1841,  has  received  the  sum  of,  -  -      ^354  52 

And  when  called  upon  by  the  board  at  one  time,  (he  being 
a  member  of  the  same)  on  oath  stated  that  he  had  ex- 
pended from  175  to  200  dollars,  say,     -  -  -         175  00 


Leaving  a  balance  of, 


1179  52 


He  has  since  gone  to  Iowa.  -  ■ 

2d.  Stephen  McWhiney  for  1837,  -  -  -      $100  00 

for  which  he  has  never  accounted  ;  both  he  and  his  se- 
curity are  bankrupt  and  removed.     Total  amount  un- 
accounted for,  ------         279  52 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

FRANCIS  KING,  A.  IV,  C. 


33 
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Statement  of  the  condition  of  the  Congi^essional  School   Funds  in 
Warren  county,  Indiana,  Sept.   1,  1843. 

Outstanding  loans  on  settlement  with  school  commissioner,  $7,104  29 
Balance  of  principal  in  ihe  hands  of  same,  -  -         307  64 


Total,  .....  .  ^7,411   93 

Of  the  above  sum  loaned,  the  sum  of  ^6,954  29  is  considered  safe. 

1 50  00  "  doubtful. 

Balances  due  to  this  Fund  not  included  in  the  above. 

From  John  R.  Harris,  former  school  commissioner,  of  in- 
terest on  loans  of  school  funds,  and  on  balances  due 
on  land  sold,     ------   $1,244  48 

Of  surplus  revenue  interest  received  by  him  (J.  R.  H.) 

from  surplus  revenue  agent,     -  -  -  -         560  27 


Total  amount  which  is  considered  entirely  lost  by  J.  R. 

Harris,  is  -----  -   $1,804  75 

A  correct  statement. 

WM.  R.  BOYER, 

Clerk,  and  Acting  Auditor. 


Statement  of  the  condition  of  the  Surplus  Revenue  Fund,  September 
\sf,  1843 —  Waj'ren  county,  Indiana. 

There  was  outstanding  on  loan,  September  1st,  1843,  the 

sum  of  ..---.    $6,220  94 

Of  which  the  sum  of  $6,075  94  is  considered  safe. 

120  00  «  doubtful. 

25  00  "  lost. 

Statement  of  the  condition  of  the  Seminary  Fund,  September  1st, 
1843 —  Warren  county,  Indiana. 

There  was  outstanding  on  loan,  September  1st,  1843,  the 

sum  of  .-.--.      $805  74 

The  sum  of  $770  53  is  considered  safe. 
The  sum  of       35  21  «  doubtful. 

No  balances  have  been  found  to  be  due,  as  yet,  from  former  agents. 

WM.  R.  BOYER, 
Clerk  and  Acting  Auditor, 
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No.  86.     WELLS. 

Report  of  condition  of  Trust  Funds  in  Wells  county,  September  1st, 

1843. 

Auditor's  Office,  Wells  County,  ) 
September  27,  1843.  \ 

Dear  Sir  :  In  obedience  to  law,  and  in  accordance  with  your 
request,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  Ihere  havS  been  no  school  land 
sold  in  our  county.  We  have  eight  congressional  townships,  and 
consequently  eight  school  sections,  but  as  none  have  been  ordered 
to  sale,  except  the  section  in  town  26  north,  range  12  east,  which  is 
appraised  to  average  $2>  00  per  acre.  I  have  not  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  adopt  your  form  for  this  year.  I  would  suppose  the  remain- 
ing sections  to  be  worth  about  ^2  50  per  acre,  and  there  are  640 
acres  in  each  section. 

I  will  now  append  a  statement  of  the  settlement  with  the  school 
commissioner. 

School  Commissioner,  Dr. 
To  amount  received  from  former  commissioner, 
Jan.  1842 — To  amount  received  from  State  Treasurer. 
June  1 '42—         "  «  «  « 

Interest  received,  ,  .  .  . 


Cr. 
By  amount  paid  school  treasurer  of  Lancaster, 
«  "  «  Rock  Creek, 

«  «  «  Harrison,     - 


Cash  in  commissioner's  hands, 


SURPLUS    revenue. 

Of  this,  none  has  been  received  in  this  county. 

SEMINARY    FUNDS. 

These  have  not  yet  been  transferred  into  the  hands  of  the  county 
treasurer,  in  consequence  of  not  having  obtained  suitable  blank 
books  in  which  to  keep  the  accounts. 

We  shall  attend  to  these  matters  as  soon  as  practicable,  and  form 
the  next  reports  according  to  the  forms  given  by  you. 

Very  respectfully, 

L.  S.  GROVE, 
Aud.  Wells  CO, 


•   |367 
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No.  87.     WHITLEY. 


Auditor's  Office, 
Whitley  Co.,  Sept.  14///,  1843. 

The  auditor  of  Whitley  county  submits  the  following  report,  show- 
ing the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  congressional  township  funds 
of  said  county  from  the  organization  thereof  up  to  the  12th  day  of 
September,  1843,  being  the  date  of  the  settlement  with  the  school 
commissioner.  Also,  a  statement  showing  the  condition  of  the  school 
lands  in  said  county  on  the  first  day  of  September,  1843. 

Outstanding  loans  at  settlement  with  commissioner,  Sept. 

12th,  1843,       .---..    |1,700  43 


RECEIPTS. 

From  sales  of  land,  .  .  -  . 

From  penalty  and  interest  on  delinquent  taxes  of  1841, 
From  fees  paid  over  by  justices  of  the  peace, 
From  interest  on  loans  of  funds,  -  -  - 

From  interest  from  purchasers,     -  .  - 

Total  receipts,      ----- 


$1,657 

00 

43 

45 

1 

00 

267 

22 

274 

02 

.$'2,242  69 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


Loans  of  funds,         -  -  -  .     ^1,700  43 

Interest  on  loans  paid  township  treasurer,     -  177  92 

Interest  from  purchases  paid  township  trea'er,        274  02 


$2,152  37 


Balance  in  hands  of  commV  of  this  fund,  Sept.  1 2th,  1 843,        $dO  32 


liANDS  SOLD. 

LANDS  UNSOLD. 

Act^es 

Amount 
sold  for. 

Amount 
paid. 

Balance 
due. 

Ac's. 

Value. 

Total  in  co'ty. 

1,200 

$3,979  60 

$1,657  00 

$2,322  60 

4270 

$12,810  00 

There  have  been  but  four  sections  of  the  school  land  of  this  county 
appraised  and  offered  for  sale,  and  no  maps  furnished  of  that  offered  ; 
and  some  of  the  sections  being  fractional,  therefore  you  will  readily 
see  that  I  have  not  the  means  of  ascertaining  the  correct  number  of 
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acres  of  unsold  lands,  nor  the  value  thereof,  (the  above  estimate  is 
different  from  that  furnished  from  your  office  in  Sept.  1842,  the  num- 
ber of  acres  being  greater,  and  I  think  more  correct).  The  foregoing 
statement  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  school  fund  is  as 
near  in  accordance  with  the  forms  as  possible,  and  I  think  will  be  un- 
derstood. The  operations  of  the  school  fund  are  rather  limited  as  yet. 
There  has  not  been  any  surplus  revenue  drawn  by  this  county,  conse- 
quently there  is  no  report  to  make  in  relation  to  that  fund.  The  fol- 
lowing report  shows  the  situation  of  the  seminary  fund  of  this  county 
on  the  first  day  of  September,  1 843  ;  and  the  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments of  said  fund  since  the  organization  of  the  county. 

There  was  outstanding  on  loan  Sept.  1st,  1843,      -  -      $94  24 

RECEIPTS. 

There  has  been  received  by  the  seminary  trustees  as  follows,  viz. : 
From  fines  of  breaches  of  the  penal  laws,  -  -      ^90  07 

From  interest  on  loans,      -  -  -  -  -  917 


Total  receipts  up  to  Sept.  1st,  1843,  -  -  -      |99  24 

.  DISBURSEMENTS. 

Loans  to  borrowers,         .  .  .  .      ,^94  24 

Incidental  expenses,         -  -  -  -  5  00 

99  24 


September  Uth,  1843. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

R.  COLLINS, 

Auditor  of  Whitley  Co. 


No.  23.     FRANKLIN. 


Auditor's  Office, 
November  20th,  1843. 


i 


M.  Morris,  Esq., 

Dear  Sir :  In  answer  to  the  request  in  yours  of  the  7th,  I  sub- 
mit the  following,  as  the  best  statement  of  the  situation  of  the  school 
funds,  from  the  hasty  examination  I  have  been  able  to  make  of  the 
papers  in  the  school  commissioners  office,  thinking  it  better  to  for- 
ward the  aggregate  amount  briefly  than  to  delay,  in  order  to  give  a 
minute  statement. 
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Amount  of  funds  of  tho  several  congressional  townships 

loaned  on  mortgage,  ....   ^9,106  13 

Same  on  note,  .  .  -  .  .         707  74 


Amounting  in  all  to  the  sum  of  -  -  -      9,813  87 

Of  which  may  be  said  to  be  doubtful  some,  -  -         300  00 

And  lost,  ......         600  00 


1900  00 


There  is  of  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  United  States  for 
the  county  of  Franklin,  Indiana,  bonds  on  personal  se- 
curity, .....  1 10,391  78 

Bonds  on  mortgage,  -  -  -  -  61887 

Total  amount,       .....  $11,010  65 

Of  which  there  is  doubtful,       -  -         $285  32 

As  to  a  situation  of  the  school  lands  belonging  to  the  several 
townships  in  this  county,  I  am  unable  at  this  time,  owing  to  the 
school  commissioner's  living  some  fifteen  miles  otf,  and  having  some 
of  the  necessary  books,  to  add  any  thing  to  the  report  I  submitted 
last  fall,  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you,  hoping  that  after  the 
transfer  of  books,  I  shall  be  able  to  give  you  a  more  definite  report 
of  the  above  funds,  &,c. 

Yours,  &c., 
=  HIRAM  CARMICHAEL, 

Auditor  of  Franklin  County  Ind. 

M.  Morris,  Esq.,  A.  P.  A. 
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Auditor's  Office,  Nov.  1st,  1843. 

His  Excellency  Gov.  Bigger  : 

Sir  :  Herewith  you  will  receive  a  report  of  a  settlement  made 
with  ihe  different  Railroad  agents  from  1st  of  April,  1840,  to  18th  of 
February,  1843,  according  to  the  requirements  of  the  CXXXII.  of 
the  local  laws  of  1843.  It  is  believed  to  be  sufficiently  full  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  above  recited  act.  In  relation  to  Mr.  Sering's 
accounts,  permit  me  to  remark  that  I  find  no  authority  with  which 
any  of  the  officers  of  the  State  are  invested  to  compromise  with  him. 
It  is  therefore  referred  to  the  Legislature  for  settlement. 

Please  lay  the  enclosed  before  the  Legislature,  if  you  deem  it  a 
matter  necessary  for  their  action. 

Respectfully,  your  ob't  serv't, 

M.  MORRIS,  A.  P.  A. 


Indianapolis,  April  1st,  1843. 
To  M.  Morris,  Auditor  of  State. 

Sir  :  The  undersigned,  an  agent  for  that  purpose,  appointed 
under  Chapter  CXXXII.  of  local  laws  of  1843,  herewith  submits  the 
following  as  the  result  of  his  investigation  of  the  accounts  of  the  se- 
veral superintendents,  agents,  and  lessees  of  the  Madison  and  India- 
napolis Railroad,  embracing  a  period  commencing  with  the  lease  of 
Mr.  John  G.  Sering,  in  June,  1840,  and  ending  with  February,  1843, 
at  which  period  the  road  was  formally  delivered,  by  order  of  the  Go- 
vernor, to  the  Madison  and  Indianapolis  Railroad  Company. 

By  the  instructions  given  me,  I  was  directed, 

1st.  To  carefully  examine  the  original  books,  way  bills,  and  vouch- 
ers of  each  agent,  and  report  their  discrepancies,  if  any. 

2d.  To  see  that  the  accounts  for  receipts  and  expenditures  were 
correctly  kept,  and  were  supported  by  proper  vouchers. 

3d.  To  ascertain  if  any  of  the  state  agents  had  been  guilty  of  de- 
manding par  money  and  paying  out  treasury  notes,  then  at  a  large 
discount. 

4th.  To  ascertain  and  make  out  in  separate  accounts,  the  amount 
owing  by  individuals  for  freight  and  passages,  and  collect,  or  place  the 
same  in  the  hands  of  suitable  agents  for  collection,  to  be  applied  as 
prescribed  by  the  act  above  referred  to. 

5th.  To  make  a  report  of  my  investigation  to  the  Auditor's  office, 
accompanied  with  all  the  books,  papers,  and  vouchers  belonging  to  the 
Northern  and  Madison  depots. 

The  first  lessor,  whose  account  is  unsettled  on  the  books  of  the 
Auditor's  office,  is  Mr.  John  G.  Sering. 
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Mr.  Sering  leased  the  road  from  June  1st,  1840,  to  June  1st,  1841, 
and  was  to  give  to  the  State  29  per  cent,  of  the  amount  of  receipts,  for 
its  use  and  that  of  the  cars  and  locomotives ;  the  State  keeping  them 
in  repair,  furnishing  an  engineer,  and  paying  one  half  of  the  salary  of 
the  conductor,  who  was  appointed  by  the  State  as  a  check  upon  the 
lessor. 

By  reference  to  Mr.  Sering's  way  bills  and  books,  it  appears  that 
his  receipts  were  as  follows,  viz. : 

Foi^  Passengers.  For  Freight.  Total  Receipts. 

June,      1840,  received  $'750  23  $30141             $1,05164 

July,            «  "  821  25  278  59  1,099  84 

August,        «  "  653  82  171  67  825  49 

September,"  "  757  92  362  01      .      .    1,119  93 

October,      "  "  1,066  98  276  57  1,343  55 

November,"  «  767  36  405  10  1,172  46 

December,"  "  855  97  1,093  52  1,949  49 

January,  1841,  «  52419  47549  99968 

February,   "  «  496  71  341  44  838  15 

March,        "  "  849  29  33170  1,180  99 

April,          "  "  667  93  432  35          .     1,100  28 

May,           "  «  71188  472  95           ^     1,184  83 

Add  for  error,  p.  2,  day  b'k,  3  00  3  00 

^by?ohn  a°Seri4r1      ^^'^^^  ^^         ^^'^^^  ^^  ^^^'^^^  ^^ 

The  credits  to  which  Mr.  Sering  is  entitled  are  as  fol- 
lows, viz.  : 

By29percent.onam'tofreceipts($13,869  33)   $4,022  10  •      . 

By  cash  paid  at  sundry  times  to  engineers  of 
locomotives,  and  deposited  to  credit  of  com- 
missioner of  road  with  cashier  of  Bank  at 
Madison,  as  per  detailed  Statement  No.  1,        8,001   35 

By  am't  collected  (at  warehouse)  by  Lodge, 
out  of  $213  87  of  freight  left  there  when 
Sering's  term  expired,  as  per  Statem't  No.  2,  60  17 

By  amount  of  John  G.  Sering's  account  for  ar- 
ticles furnished  the  road,  and  money  paid 
out,  disconnected  with  his  agency,  as  per 
Statement  No.  3,   -  -  -  -      1,001  84 


13,085  46 


$783  87 
Dr. — To  amount  of  error  in  addition,     -  -  -  1  50 


Balance  unaccounted  for  by  Mr.  Sering,  -  -        $785  37 

34 


2G0 

This  balance  Mr.  Sering  contends  is  not  justly  due  from  him  ;  that 
he  has  paid  over  and  accounted  for  more  money  than  he  ever  actually 
received  from  the  road,  and  presents  notes  and  unsettled  balances 
against  individuals,  and  justices'  receipts  for  balances  of  freight  and 
passages,  on  which  he  has  sued  in  his  ov^^n  name,  to  the  amount  of 
Sl,137  64.  If  these  are  to  be  received  as  an  offset  to  the  above  ba- 
lance, then  it  appears  he  has  overpaid  $352  27.  It  is  not  contended, 
I  believe,  even  by  Mr.  Sering,  that  according  to  the  terms  of  his  agree- 
ment with  the  State,  legally,  he  has  any  offset  against  the  balance  as 
above — $785  37.  Yet  he  says  that  the  practice  of  his  predecessors 
(the  Messrs.  Branhams)  was  that  of  crediting  for  freight  and  passen- 
gers ;  and  had  he  changed  it  to  a  cash  business,  the  State  would  have 
lost  more  in  the  decrease  of  her  business  than  is  lost  by  reason  of  bad 
accounts. 

The  following  is  the  statement  of  Mr.  Lodge,  in  answer  to  several 
interrogatories  put  by  me  to  him  on  this  subject.  Mr.  Lodge  was  en- 
gaged on  the  part  of  the  State  as  clerk  or  conductor  during  Mr. 
Sering's  term. 

Madison,  March  'Z2d,  1843. 
A.  W.  Morris,  Agent,  S^-c. : 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  interrogatories  I  will  remark,  that  of 
my  own  knowledge  I  know  nothing  of  any  agreement  of  the  kind 
you  name.  I  did,  however,  understand  from  Governor  Noble,  the 
commissioner,  and  from  Mr.  Sering  also,  that  Governor  Noble  did  in- 
form Messrs.  Butt  and  Sering,  "  that  if  they  were  compelled  to  credit 
passengers,  the  board  of  internal  improvement  would  not  be  hard  with 
them  if  they  should  meet  with  losses."  I  did  not  understand  that  there 
was  any  written  agreement  on  the  subject. 

I  acted  in  the  capacity  of  clerk  at  the  Madison  end  of  the  road 
from  the  22d  of  June  till  the  first  of  September,  and  I  supposed  in  the 
management  of  the  business  as  far  as  it  came  under  my  observation, 
I  acted  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  Mr.  Sering.  After  that  pe- 
riod I  acted  as  conductor  on  the  cars,  and  consequently  had  nothing 
to  say  respecting  the  management  of  the  business  at  either  office,  as 
Mr.  Sering  had  his  own  clerks  to  attend  to  it.  I  conceived  my  duty, 
as  far  as  freights  were  concerned,  alone  to  consist  in  a  proper  atten- 
tion to  the  bills,  and  see  that  the  freight  for  the  northern  depot  was 
correctly  entered  and  delivered  in  the  ware-house,  and  also  that  the 
return  freight  was  correctly  entered  upon  the  bills.  I  do  not  think, 
from  rny  understanding  of  the  matter,  that  any  arrangement  was 
made  with  Gov.  Noble,  whereby  the  state  should  loose  any  portion 
of  the  freight.  I  will  not  say,  however,  that  such  an  understanding 
did  not  exist,  but  if  it  did,  ]  never  heard  of  it. 

Respectfully, 

JOHN  LODGE. 

P.  S.  I  would  remaik  that  Mr.  Sering  had  a  very  hard  bargain, 
and  I  have  no  doubt,  if  he  should  succeed  in  collecting  all,  it  would 
not  make  him  whole.  J«  L. 
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The  recollection  of  Gov.  Noble  accords  with  the  foregoing  state- 
ment of  Mr.  Lodge,  as  to  giving  some  assurance  that  the  unavoida- 
ble losses  on  account  of  ^^ passages,''''  would  be  shared  with  him  by 
the  state.  But  he  has  no  recollection  that  this  was  to  extend  to 
freights.  Nor  was  there  any  agreement  that  Mr.  Sering  should  cre- 
dit for  either  freights  or  passages.  The  amount  lost  by  unpaid  passa- 
ges cannot  exceed  ,$'200.  I  think  it  would  be  about  fair  that  the 
state  should  loose  one-half.  This  deducted  from  the  balance  as  above, 
$1Q5  37,  w^ould  leave  $685  37.  The  accounts  against  individuals 
for  freight  and  passages,  have  been  greatly  neglected,  yet  from  their 
scattered  condition,  it  could  not  have  been  expected  that  a  large  por- 
tion of  them  could  have  been  collected,  even  with  ordinary  effort. 
Mr.  Sering,  in  addition  to  the  foregoing,  claimed  about  $100  for  da- 
mages which  he  had  paid  for  damages  sustained  by  reason  of  acci- 
dents to  property  or  escape  of  hogs  by  reason  of  the  car  bodies  be- 
ing unsafe.  This  would  leave  ^'585,  as  the  balance  yet  due  from 
him.  The  books  and  accounts  were  handed  to  me  and  are  now 
in  my  possession.  Of  the  accounts,  notes,  and  justices'  receipts, 
(amounting  to  $1,137  64,  as  above  stated,)  there  will  not  be  more 
than  $200  realized. 

In  view  of  the  statement  of  Mr.  Lodge,  as  to  the  fact  that  Mr. 
Sering  had  given  more  for  the  road  than  the  business  warranted,  and 
to  make  a  final  settlement  at  once  of  the  matter,  I  proposed  to  him 
to  take  the  uncollected  accounts,  notes,  and  justices'  receipts, 
and  $200  in  treasury  notes,  and  if  agreed  to  by  you,  that  his  account 
should  be  finally  closed,  subject  however,  to  the  ratification  of  the 
next  legislature. 

To  this  proposition  he  would  not  acceed,  and  the  matter  thus  rests. 
Mr.  Serinjr's  securities  are  o;ood. 


Settlement  of  the  accounts  of  John  Lodg^,  as  superintendent. 

The  next  in  order  is  the  accounts  of  Mr.  John  Lodge,  who  was  su- 
perintendent of  the  road  from  1st  of  June,  1841,  to  1st  of  March, 
1842.  The  books  of  this  gentleman  have  been  regularly,  neatly, 
and  correctly  kept,  the  entries  in  the  books,  leger  and  journal,  agree- 
ing w^ith  the  way-bills  of  each  day's  business,  all  of  which  were 
reo'ularly  filed.  The  charges  as  expenditures  are  all  sustained 
by  proper  vouchers.  I  was  advised  by  you  that  the  accounts  of 
this  gentleman  had  been  submitted  to  the  Auditor  of  State  from  the 
commencement  of  his  term,  up  to  1st  of  February,  1842,  and  on  set- 
tlement, showed  a  balance  due  from  him  of  $3,116  01,  in  unsettled 
accounts.  In  pursuance  of  your  directions,  the  investigation  was 
m.ade  however  to  include  the  whole  period  of  his  term. 

The  following  is  an  exhibit  of  the  amount  received  monthly  and 
paid  out  on  account  of  the  road,  during  the  whole  of  Mr.  Lodge's 
term,  viz: 
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RECEIPTS. 

For 

Passengers.  For  Freight.  Total  Receipts, 

June,       1841, 

received, 

^691  931           $663  84 

$1,355  75 

July, 

(( 

654  37J               440  95 

1,095  32 

August,       " 

(( 

560  681              353  15 

913  83 

September, " 

(( 

655  68               277  94 

933  62 

a            a 

(( 

for  transportation  of  mail. 

124  60 

October,      " 

(( 

665  564              475   12 

1,140  68 

November,  " 

(( 

788  431              829  74 

1,618   17 

December,  " 

(( 

884  624            1,960  51 

2,845  13 

U                 (( 

u 

for  transportation  of  mail, 

124  80 

January,  1842, 

(( 

735  25              1,277  74 

2,012  99 

February,    " 

(( 

550  25              1,189  37 

1,739  62 

((          (( 

a 

errors  in  addition  to  former  reports,         151 

((          u 

ipts 

«     for 
during 

transportation  of  mail, 
Mr.  Lodge's  term. 

EXPENDITURES. 

40  00 

Total  rece 

|1 3,946  02 

June  and  July,  1841,  amount  paid  for  incidental  expenses,  $576  95 

"                '•  "  "     paid  for  wagonage  account,       296  69 

"                "  "  "     of  profits  and  loss  account,            5  00 

«                «  «  «     paid  to  State  Treasurer,            780  48 


(( 

(& 

(( 

(( 

(t 

(( 

w 

(( 

August  and  September,  1841— 

To  amount  paid  for  incidental  expenses, 
M^agonage, 

superintendent  of  machinery, 
officers'  salary, 
profit  and  loss  account, 
October,  1841  — 

To  amount  paid  for  incidental  expenses, 
"  "  wagonage, 

"  "  superintendent  of  machinery, 

'  ■     **  "  officers'  salary, 

"  "  profit  and  loss  account, 

November,  December  and  January,  1042 — 
To  amount  paid  for  wagonage, 

*'  "  superintendent  of  machinery, 

,.  •  **'  **  incidental  expenses, 

**  **  officers'  salary, 

"  *«'  to  State  Treasurer, 


$1,659 

12 

122 

19 

183 

68 

997 

84 

545 

66 

1 

08 

26 

75 

131 

99 

275 

68 

295 

96 

1 

47 

211 

71 

2,131 

89 

883 

25 

801 

00 

749 

67 
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February,  1842— 

To  amount  paid  for  superintendent  of  machinery,     -  426  87 

*'             "            officers'  salary,                 -             -  348  00 

«             "           incidental  expenses,         -             -  1,294  79 

"             «     N.  B.  Palmer,  treasurer  of  R.  R.  Co.,  1,653  04 
««             «     cash  to  A.  W.  Morris,  agent,  on  settl'mt,    155  67 
Outstanding  accounts  handed  over  to  A.  W.  Morris, 

agent,  on  settlement,           ....  1,050  71 

Making  total  expenditures,  including  outstanding  acc'ts,  ^13,946  02 

Of  the  ^155  67  received  from  Mr.  Lodge,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  were  paid  for  his  services  as  conductor  and  clerk  on  the  road 
during  Mr.  Bering's  lease — the  state  paying  one  half  of  his  services, 
and  Mr.  Sering  the  other. 

The  books,  way-bills,  receipts,  &c.,  belonging  to  Mr.  Lodge's  of- 
fice, are  herewith  deposited  in  the  auditor's  office,  agreeably  to  the 
law  on  the  subject.  The  accounts  against  individuals  for  freights  and 
passages  remaining  unpaid  at  this  settlement,  were,  after  being  made 
out  in  detail  from  his  leger,  placed,  together  with  similar  accounts 
handed  me  by  Mr.  McClure,  in  the  hands  of  suitable  agents  for  col- 
lection, at  Madison,  Vernon,  Columbus,  Indianapolis,  and  the  North- 
ern Depot.  A  detailed  schedule  of  each  particular  account, 
accompanied  by  the  receipt  of  the  collecting  agent,  is  herewith  filed 
numbered  4. 


Settlement  of  W.  J.  McClure^s  accounts. 

This  gentleman  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  agency,  March  1st, 
1842,  and  continued  until  the  road  was  transferred  to  the  Madison 
and  Indianapolis  Railroad  Company,  by  proclamation  of  the  Execu- 
tive, February  18,  1843. 

In  view  of  the  rumors  unfavorable  to  Mr.  McClure,  which  I  be- 
lieve reached  the  General  Assembly  itself,  and  at  the  especial  request 
of  that  gentleman,  the  examination  of  the  books  and  vouchers  of  his 
office  was  made  with  great  care  and  minuteness.  The  books  were 
kept  by  Mr.  John  Lodge  and  Mr.  Elvin,  the  latter  at  the  Northern 
Depot.  They  are  correctly  and  neatly  kept,  and  agree  with  the 
original  entries  in  the  way-bills.  The  moneys  received  during  Mr. 
McClure's  term  were  received  and  paid  out  by  Messrs.  Lodge  and 
Elvin,  and  were  not  handled  by  Mr.  McClure,  as  both  these  gentle- 
men state,  consequently  the  rumor  that  the  agent  made  exchanges  of 
par  funds  for  Treasury  Notes,  (at  that  time  depreciated,)  was  un- 
supported by  any  evidence ;  indeed  it  was  impossible,  if  the  state- 
ments of  Messrs.  Lodge  and  Elvin  are  to  be  relied  on.  The 
following  statement  of  monthly  receipts  ascertained  from  the  way- 
bills, shows  the  amount  of  business  done  during  Mr.  McClure's  term, 
viz : 
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RF.CEIPT.S. 


March  1842 — To  amount  for  passengers,         -     ^815  11 
«  «  freight,       -         -        607  99 

«  «  mail,  -         -  40  00 


April,  1842 — To  amount  for  passengers,  -  713  48 

«                      «               freight,       -  -  838  65 

May,  1842 — To  amount  for  passengers,  -  583  70 

«                      "             freight,         -  -  716  16 


June,  1842 — To  amount  for  passengers,  -        494  07 

"    ■  ■  421    50 

120  00 


freight,        -         -        421    50 


July,  1842 — To  amount  for  passengers, 
"  "  freight, 

Aug.,  1842 — To  amount  for  passengers, 
"  "  freight, 

Sept.,  1842 — To  amount  for  passengers,         -        489  96 
«  "  freight,        -         -        486  61 

«  «  mail,  -         -        120  00 


570 
300 

95 
99 

467 
527 

47 
38 

Oct.,  1842 — To  amount  for  passengers,  -        597  25 

«  "  freight,         -         -        619  42 


Nov.,  1842 — To  amount  for  passengers,  -  475  88 

«                      «             freight,   -  -  837  94 

Dec,  1842 — To  amount  for  passengers,  -  740  04 

«                      "             freight,  -  -  2,725  22 

«                     «             mail,       -  -  100  00 


Jan.,  1843 — To  amount  for  passengers,  -         562  81 

«  «  freight,  -  -      1,709  80 


Feb.,  1843 — To  amount  for  pnssengers,  -         179  57 

«  «'  freight,  -  -         904  71 

«  "  mail,       -  -  30  00 


U,463  10 

1,552  13 

1,299  86 

1,035  57 

871  94 

994  85 

1,096  57 

1,216  67 

1,313  82 

3,565  26 

2,272  61 

1,114  28 


Of  deposits  of  different  individuals,  to  be  applied  to  their 

freight,  not  called  for,  -  -  -  -  -  29  1 8 

Total  of  receipts,  ....  1 17,825  84 


EXPENDITURES. 

March,  1842 — By  incidental  expenses  account,    ^117  76 
"  repairs  "  142  92 

April,  1842 — By  incidental  expenses  account, 
"  superintendent  of  machinery 

account,    -  -  - 

"  repairs  account, 

"  salaries  of  officers  account, 

May,  1842 — By  incidental  account    - 

"  super'nt  of  machinery  acc't, 

"  repairs  account, 

"  salaries       "  -  - 

June,  1842 — By  incidental  account,  -             -  47  86 

J          "                super'nt  of  machinery  acc't,  2  25 

"                 repairs  account,       -             -  142  51 

"                salaries  of  officers  account,  1 1 1  00 


,    678  60 

5JP^UW  \J  1 

147  00 

194  46 

200  07 

1,220  01 

231  26 

184  13 

214  21 

182  00 

ftl  1  RO 

July,  1842 — By  incidental  account,  -  -  14  00 

*•  super'nt  of  machinery  acc't,  50  00 


a 


Oct.,  1842 — By  incidental  account,   - 

super'ent  of  machinery  acc't, 
repairs  account, 
"  salaries  of  officers  account, 

Nov.,  1842 — By  incidental  expenses  account, 
"  super'ent  of  machinery  acc't, 

"  repairs  account, 

Dec,  1842 — By  incidental  expenses  account, 
"  super'ent  of  machinery  acc't, 

"       '        salaries  of  officers  account, 

Jan.,  1843 — By  incidental  expenses  account, 
"  super'ent  of  machinery  acc't, 

"  repairs  account, 


49 

24 

43 

21 

20 

10 

48 

40 

168 

61 

t,    141 

60 

627 

91 

23 

88 

,     95 

59 

11 

50 

244 

97 

5 

00 

2 

25 

313  62 


64   40 


Aug.,  1842 — By  incidental  account,  -             -  -                   64  44 

Sept.,  1842 — By  incidental  account,  -             -  221  58 

"                 super'nt  of  machinery  acc't,  478  80 

"                repairs  account,        -             -  891  04 

'        '"                salaries  of  officers  account,  1,326  71 


2,918   13 


160  95 


938   12 


130  97 


252  22 
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Feb.,  1843 — By  incidental  expenses  account,  867  07 

"               super'ent  of  machinery  acc't,  1,560  67 

"               repairs  account,         -             -  694  05 

"              salaries  account,       -            -  2,927  43 


6,039  22 


Total  expenditures,       -----      $13,174  07 


RECAPITULATION . 


Total  incidental  expenses  during  McCIure's  agency,      -  $"2,729  26 

Total  superintendent  of  machinery  account,      -             -  2,703  25 

Total  repairs,    .--.-.  2,929  45 

Salaries  of  officers  on  road,        .             .             -             -  4,807  11 


Making  total  expenditures  as  above,       -  -  -    $13,174  07 

There  was  paid  to  Railroad  Company,  as  per  certificate  of 

stock  filed,      ------         2,000  00 

There  was  paid  in  cash  to  agent,  for  Railroad  Company,  866  26 

There  was  handed  over  in  outstanding  accounts,for  freights 

and  passages  during  Mr.  McCIure's  term,      -  -         1,78551 

Making  the  amount  of  credits,  -  -  -  -    $17,825  84 

The  unsettled  accounts  against  individuals  handed  over  by  Mr. 
McClure,  ($1,785  51)  except  those  which  were  paid  to  agent  at  set- 
tlement,, are,  together  with  Mr.  Lodge's,  as  stated  before,  placed  in 
;he  hands  of  agents  for  collection,  with  instructions  that  the  amounts 
realized  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Railroad  Company, 
as  the  law  directs. 

These  accounts,  however,  are  liable  for  the  following  claims,  being 
the  balances  of  deposits  by  the  respective  individuals,  who  expected 
the  amount  to  be  applied  to  future  freights,  and  which  was  prevented 
by  the  transfer  of  the  road  to  the  company,  viz. : 

1.  Lewis  Runkle,  of  Edinburgh,  $3  00  in  treasury  notes. 

2.  John  McCabe,  of  Columbus,       116  "  « 

3.  Herriott&Overstreet,Franklin,3  02  "  " 

4.  John  Lowe,  Madison,  2  00  "  " 
,,  5.  M.  W.  Shields,  Rocklbrd,  60  "  " 
'     6.    B.  Cole,  Noblesville,                    1  00           "  " 

7.  N.  McCarty,  Indianapolis,  8  17  in  currency. 

8.  Jennings  Vawter,  Vernon,  62  in  treasury  notes. 

9.  Levi  Jcssup,  Hendricks,  2  95  "  " 

10.  Wilson  &  Harned,  Azalia,  1  25  "  " 

11.  Neily  O'Brien,  Madison,  4  50  "  « 

1 2.  William  H.  Craig,  64  «  « 


Amount  on  deposit,  $29  18 
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In  discharge  of  that  part  of  your  instructions  directing  that  a  par- 
ticular and  minute  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  on 
account  of  the  road  for  the  year  1841,  be  ascertained,  viz :  from  Jan. 
1st,  1841,  to  Dec.  31st,  1841,  both  dates  inclusive,  with  a  view  of 
ascertaining  the  portion  of  receipts  annually  to  be  invested  by  the 
Company  for  the  State  in  stock  of  said  company,  until  1846  —  under 
the  provisions  of  the  57th  section  of  the  1st  chapter  of  the  General 
Laws  of  1842,  the  following  statement  is  submitted. 

•  RECEIPTS. 

From  January  1st  to  May  31st,  1841,  the  vState's  71  per 
cent,  of  all  receipts  by  Mr.  Sering,  as  lessee,  amount- 
ed to     -  -  -  -  -  .  -   ,^3,765  79 

From  June  1st  to  Dec.  31st,  1841,  the  total  amount  of 
receipts,  as  per  books  of  John  Lodge,  supei-intendent, 
amounted  to     -  -  -  -  -  -    10,151    92 


Making  total  of  receipts  during  1841,  -  ,^13,917  71 


EXPENDITURES. 


Expended  by  Mr.  Sering  from  Jan.  1st  to  June  1st,  1841, 

for  oil,  wood,  plank,  furnitui'e,  &c.,       -  -  -      ,f  210  56 

Expended  by  same  during  same  period,  for  proportion  of 
J.  Lodge's  salary,  5  months,  at  ^150  per  year,  (State's 
portion,)  -  -  -  -  -  -  62  50 

Expended  by  Mr.  Green,  superintendent  of  repairs,  du- 
ring the  year  1841,  for  repairs  of  road,  -  -      4,826  29 

Expended  during  the  year  1841,  by  com'r  P.  Mason,  out 

of  tolls  derived  from  road,  per  his  report,         -  -      1,318  89 

Expended  by  S.  Thomas,  superintendent  of  machinery 
during  the  year  1841,  as  per  his  reports  regularly  made 
and  allowed,     ------      3,508  28 

Expended  by  John  Lodge  from  Jime  1st  to  December 
31st,  1841,  as  superintendent  of  road,  for  expenses  of 
officers  and  hands  engaged  in  transportation,  about 
cars,  for  wood,  oil,  &c.,  as  per  vouchers  regularly  filed 
and  allowed,  .... 

]\Iaking  total  expenditures  during  1841, 
The  amount  of  receipts  as  above  is 

The  net  amount  made  by  the  road  during  1841,  is 

This  amount,  under  the  act  transferring  the  road  to  a  company,  is 
to  be  annually  invested  by  the  company  in  stock  for  the  State, 
until  1846. 

35 


-   2,839 

15 

-  12,765 

-  13,917 

67 
71 

1 1,1 52 

04 

•208 


The  amount  invested  hy  the  State  in  stock  of  the  Company. 

Amount  paid  over  by  Wm.  J.  McClure,  agent,       -         -   $2,000  00 

«  "  John  Lodge,  "  -         -       1,653  04 

«  «  A.  W.  Morris,  agent  for  Auditor,  985  00 


J2,638  04 


The  balances  for  freight  and  passages  yet  owing  by  individuals, 
may  be  summed  up  as  follows  : 

Balance  due  from  John  G.  Sering,  lessee  of  1840,  -      $'785  37 

Accounts  handed  over  by  John  Lodge,  agent  of  1841,     -      1,050  71 

"  «  "        Wm.  J.  McClure,  agent  of  1842,  1,785  51 

Yet  due  and  owing,  except  as  to  pa3^ments  since  transfer,  $3,621   59 

If  the  officers  of  State  do  not  feel  themselves  authorized  to  settle 
with  Mr.  Sering  upon  his  terms,  viz.,  by  taking  the  accounts,  notes, 
and  judgments,  for  the  balance  due  from  him,  ($785  37,)  and  in  full 
of  that  balance,  they  are,  by  agreement  with  Mr.  Sering,  to  be  re- 
turned to  him.  These  accounts,  as  stated  in  my  report  of  Mr. 
Sering's  lease,  amount  to  $1,137  64;  but  little,  however,  can  ever 
be  realized  from  them. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

A.  W.  MORRIS, 
Agent  to  settle  with  Railroad  Superintendents. 
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"             over  drawn  for  1843,     -             -             -  -  8 

"             ordinary  for  1 844,          -             ...  8 

Acres  of  land  assessed  for  1843,             -             -  -  -  19 
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C 

County  seminary  fund,  derived  from  militia  fines,  -  -  16 

Congressional  township  fund,     -             -             -  -  -  15 

Corporation  stock  taxable  for  1843,       -              -  -  -  20 

County  taxes  for  1843,  amount  of,         -             -  -  -  20 

County  taxes  for  1842,  amount  of,         -             -  -  -  21 

Cost  of  collecting  taxes  of  1842,           -             -  -  -  24 

Central  canal,  northern  division,  expenses  and  receipts,  -  63 

"         "        southern  division,  whole  cost  of,  -  -  63 

Contingencies  of  toll  Collectors,             -             -  -  -  70 
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Expenditures,  items  of,              .....  5 

Estates  without  heirs,  fund  from,             -             .  -  -  17 

Excess  of  expenditures  in  1843,             -             .  -  -  18 

Expenses,  ordinary  for  1 844,     -             .             -  -  .  8 

"         of  collecting  under  old  system,          .  -  -  24 

*'         of  collecting  under  new  system,       -  -  -  24 

Eel  River  cross  cut  canal,  expenditures  and  receipts,  -  64 

Erie  and  Michigan  canal,  whole  cost  of,             -  -  -  64 


Funds  derived  from  estates  without  known  heirs,  -  -  17 

Fort  Wayne,  business  done  at  port  of,  -             -  -  -  75 

O 

Grand  rapids  of  Wabash,  improvements  of,  cost  of,  -  -  65 

I 

Indianapolis  fund,           -             -             -             -  -  -16 

Improvements  on  land  taxable  for  1843,            -  -  -  19 

Internal  improvement  fund,  receipts  from,         -  -  -  59 

"                  "               "     disbursements  of,  -  -  .60 

"                 "         system,  works  composing,  -  -  61 

JetTersonville  and  Crawfordsville  road,  expenditures  on,  -  62 

Interest  on  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  lands  east  of  Tippecanoe,  67 

Internal  improvement  bonds  outstanding,           -  -  -  79 

Interest  due  on  state  bonds,       -             -             -  -  -  81 


Lafayette  and  Indianapolis  road,  whole  cost  of,               -  -  63 

Lands  of  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  east  of  Tip.,  whole  cost  of,  -  68 

"                 "           "       "       "     west  of  Tip.,  whole  cost  of,  -  69 

Lafayette,  business  done  at  port  of,       -             -             -  -  72 

Logansport,       «         "             "of,       -             -             -  -  73 

Lagro,                "         "             "of,       -             -             -  -  74 

Lawrenceburgh  and  Indianapolis  road,  bonds  outstanding,  -  80 

Madison  and  Indionapolis  railroad  Co.,  stock  in,             -  -  12 

"         "             "                  "         expenditures,           -  -  62 

"         "             "                 "         receipts  from,          -  -  62 

"         "             "                  "         bonds  outstanding,  -  80 
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New  Albany  and  Vincennes  road,  expenditures  and 

receipts  from,         -  -  -  -  -  -       62 

Northern  division  of  the  Central  canal,  receipts  and 

expenditures,  -  -  -  -  -  -       63 

New  Albany  and  Vincennes  road,  business  done  on  1843,         -       77 


Outstanding  warrants,  -             -             -             -             -  -  6 

Over  payments  by  toll  Collectors,          -             -             -  -  70 

P 

Polls  taxable  in  1843,    -             -             -             -             -  -  20 

Polls,  increase  of,  in  1843,         -              -             -             -  -  20 

Payments  of  principal  on  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  lands 

east  of  Tippecanoe,  -  -  -  -  -  67 
Payments  of  principal  on  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  lands 

west  of  Tippecanoe,           -             -             -             -  -  68 

Public  debt,  foreign,       -             -             -             -             -  -  79 


Revenue  general,  receipts  of,     -             -             -  -  -  4 

Revenue  general,  disbursements  of,       -             -  -  -  5 

Recapitulation  of  balances  of  trust  funds,          -  -  -  1 8 

Road  taxes  for  1843,  amount  assessed,               -  -  -  20 

Revenue  of  1843,  probable  amount  to  be  realized,  -  -  21 

Road  taxes  of  1842,  assessed,    -             -             -  -  -  21 

Rates  of  taxation  in  each  county  for  1843,        -  -  -  56 

Recapitulation  of  all  business  on  Wabash  and  Erie  canal,  1843,  76 


State  Prison,  old,  expenses  of,  -             -              -  -  -  9 

"         "       new,         "of,  -             -             -  -  -  9 

''         "         "         report  of  clerk  of,  -             -  -  -  10 

Stock  in  Madison  and  Indianapolis  railroaj,       -  -  -  12 

State  university  fund,  loans  of,               -             -  -  -  12 

Saline  fund,  loans  of,     -             -             -             -  -  -  13 

"         "     receipts  and  disbursements  of,         -  -  -  14 

Seminary  fund  derived  from  militia  fines,           -  -  -  15 

Surplus  revenue  fund,     -             -             -             -  -  -  1 5 

School  taxes  for  1843,  amount  assessed,             -  -  -  20 

Saving  by  new  system  in  collecting  for  1843,  -  -  -  24 

Sales  of  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  lands  east  of  Tippecanoe,      -  67 

"                  "         "         "       "         "     west  of         "  -  68 
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Stale  bonds  outstanding,  ... 

State  Bank  bonds  outstanding,  -  -  . 

Surplus  revenue  bonds  outstanding. 
Seven  per  cent,  bonds  to  pay  interest  outstanding, 


79 
80 
80 
80 


T 


Treasury  notes  outstanding, 
"  "     interest  on, 

Three  per  cent,  fund,    . 

Treasury  fund. 

Town  lots  and  improvements,  value  of  for  1843, 

Taxes  assessed  in  1843,  for  state  purposes, 

"     for  county  purposes, 
''     for  road  purposes, 
"     for  school  purposes, 
"     for  township  purposes 
1 842,  for  state  purposes, 
"     for  county  purposes, 
"     for  road  purposes, 

Taxes  delinquent  for  1841  and  1842,  paid  at  State  Treasury, 

Tabular  statement  No.  1,  of  assessments  for  1843, 

"         "  "    2,  of  each  kind  of  tax  in  each  coun- 

ty, and  amount  of  delinquencies,    . 

Tabular  statement  No.  3,  showing  increase  and  decrease  of 
values  for  1842  and  1843,  and  average  value  per  acre  of 
land,  ...... 

Tabular  statement  No.  4,  value  of  improvements  for  1842  and 
1843,  and  increase  and  decrease  for  each  couuty, 

Tabular  statement  No.  5,  assessments  in  each  county  for  1842, 
with  delinquencies  of  1841, 

Tabular  statement  No.  6,  exhibiting  the  settlements  with  coun- 
ty treasurers  for  1842,       .... 

Tabular  statement  No.  7,  number  of  acres  taxable  in  each 
county  for  1842  and  '43,  and  showing  the  increase  or  de- 
crease in  each,       ..... 

Tabular  statement  No.  8,  value  of  lands  alone  in  1842  and '43, 
in  each  county,      ..... 

Tabular  statement  No.  9,  showing  rates  of  taxation  in  each 
county  for  1843,    ..... 

Tolls  of  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  east  of  Tippecanoe,  . 

Tolls  of  public  works  paid  into  State  Treasury, 

Total  of  bonds  outstanding,       .... 


12 
12 
16 
17 
19 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
21 
21 
21 
21 
26 

30 


36 
40 
41 
46 

49 

52 

56 
69 
70 
81 


U 


Unexpended  appropriations  of  1843,     . 
University  fund,  loans  of, 

"  "     receipts  and  disbursements  of. 


8 
12 
13 
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Value  of  taxable  lands  for  1 843, 

"  "  "  increase  of  for  1843, 

Value  of  improvements  on  lands  for  1843, 
Value  of  increase  of  improvements  for  1843,    . 
Value  of  town  lots  and  improvements  for  1843, 
Value  of  decrease  of  town  lots  and  improvements  for  1843, 
Value  of  corporation  stock  taxable  in  1843, 
Value  of  personal  property  taxable  for  1843,    . 


19 
19 
19 
19 
19 
19 
20 
20 


W 


Warrants  outstanding,  treasury  paper, 

"  "         internal  improvement. 

White  Water  canal,  expenditures  and  receipts  from  1843, 

"  "  "     whole  cost  of, 

Wabash  and  Erie  canal  east  of  Tippecanoe,  expenditures  on, 
"         "     "         "      east  of   Tipppecanoe,  receipts  from 
tolls  and  lands,        ..... 
Wabash  and  Erie  canal  east  of  Tip.,  scrip  of,  outstanding, 
west  of  Tip.,  receipts  from, 
west  of  Tip.,  expenditures  on, 
west  of  Tip.,  scrip  of,  in  circulation, 
lands  east  of  Tip.  river, 
lands  west  of  Tip.  river, 
Water  rents  amount  due  and  received, 
Wabash  and  Erie  canal  east  of  Tip.,  business  done  on,  1 843 
Wabash  and  Erie  canal  bonds  outstanding, 


6 

6 

64 

64 

65 

65 
66 

67 
67 
67 
68 
69 
71 
72 
80 
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MR.  S.  MERRILL,  PRESIDENT 


OF   THE    STATE    BANK, 


DECEMBER,  1843. 
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REPORT. 


To  the  General  Assembly: 

Herewith  are  tables  showing  the  condition  of  the  state  bank 
of  Indiana    and  its  branches,  on  the  18th  November  1843. 

In  pursuance  of  the   law  of  the  last  legislature,   ^437,450  of  the 

stock  owned  by  the  state,  in  the  bank,  has  been  cancelled,  for  which 

the  following  payments  have  been  made  to  the  State  Treasury,  to-wit: 

Cash,      ---...          $87,490  00 

State  bonds  and  interest  on  them,  -  -  264,608  08 

Bank  treasury  notes  and  mterest,  -  -  85,351   92 

The  state  stock  which  has  been  cancelled  was  apportioned  to  the 
branches  as  follows:  Indianapolis  $46,000,  Richmond  and  Terre 
Haute  §45,000,  each;  Madison  $57,250,  New  Albany  $32,450, 
Evansville  $35,700,  Bedford  $33,000,  Lafayette  $31,050,  Fort  Wayne 
and  Michigan  city  30,000  each,  Lawrenceburgh  $27,000,  Vincennes 
§15,000,  South  B'end  $10,000. 

The  Treasurer  of  State  and  President  of  the  State  Bank  valued  the 
private  stock  in  the  branches  for  cancelling  as  follows:  Michigan 
city  branch  $50  per  share,  Richmond,  Terre  Haute,  and  Fort  Wayne 
$49  each,  Indianapolis,  Madison,  and  New  Albany  48  50  each,  Evans- 
ville $47,  Lawrenceburgh  and  Vincennes  $45  each,  Bedford  $40. 

When  the  estimate  was  made  in  March  and  April  last,  the  stock  of 
the  bank  was  at  its  lowest  period  of  depression.  The  profits  actually 
realized  the  previous  six  months,  were  only  at  the  rate  of  four  per  cent, 
per  annum.  The  exj)osure  of  the  names  of  the  borrowers,  and  unfa- 
vorable predictions  as  to  their  responsibility,  had  materially  increased 
the  embarrassments  of  the  institution. 

The  decision  of  the  supreme  court  tliat  the  bank  might  be  taxed 
at  a  higher  rate  than  otlier  property,  contrary  to  an  express  provi- 
sion of  tlie  charter,  liad  seriously  alarmed  the  stockholders  for  the  secu- 
rity of  their  rights,  and  another  decision  understood  to  make  null  and 
void  all  notes  and  bills  where  interest  not  allowable,  even  the  smallest 
amount,  had  been   charged,  has  led  to  much  litigation  and  numerous 
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perjuries,  though  as  yet,  it  is  not  known  that  any  case  has  been  decided 
against  tiie  bank.  In  addition  to  taxing  the  owners  of  bank  stock,  from  a 
fourth  to  one-half  per  cent,  more  than  other  property,  attempts  are  also 
made  to  tax  banking  houses  and  real  property  taken  for  debts,  constitu- 
ting part  of  that  stock,  and  the  city  and  borough  corporations  in  which 
some  of  the  branches  are  situated,  attempt  also  the  same  double  taxation. 
Though  these  and  other  matters  have  been  so  vexatious  to  the  stock- 
holders, that  many  of  the  best  of  them  would  gladly  be  rid  of  the 
concern,  yet  it  will  be  seen  that  the  average  deduction  from  the  par 
price  was  only  four  per  cent.  It  is  not  understood  however,  that 
any  considerable  amount  could  have  been  cashed  at  the  valuation, 
but  its  ultimate  security  was  deemed  to  be  such  as  not  to  justify  a 
greater  deduction. 

There  had  been  on  the  1  st  Nov.  only  $'151 ,899  89,  of  the  private  stock 
cancelled  in  the  payment  of  old  debts,  and  the  amount  will  not  be  con- 
siderably increased,  unless  provision  be  made  for  cancelling  a  por- 
tion of  the  mortgaged  stock.  It  is  respectfully  suggested  that  when 
the  owners  of  this  stock  are  insolvent,  the  amount  due  the  state  on 
the  mortgage  should  be  converted  into  state  stock  and  the  other  por- 
tion applied  to  the  debt  of  the  stockholder  at  its  present  value. 

Though  the  nominal  stock  of  the  bank  has  been  diminished  near 
^600,000,  the  effect  has  not  been  to  weaken  the  institution.  The 
state  bonds,  treasury  notes,  and  suspended  debt,  which  last  year 
amounted  to  ,$  1,800,000,  or  about  two-thirds  the  whole  capital,  were  at 
the  time  measurably  unavailable.  The  bonds  have  been  taken  up,  the 
treasury  notes  diminished  in  amount  and  now  made  nearly  equivalent  to 
specie,  the  suspended  debt  is  less  and  better  secured;  the  stockhold- 
ers owe  less  than  ever  heretofore;  the  specie  has  increased  within  the 
year  ,^170,258  88,  and  the  prospects  for  the  winter's  business  are  very 
encouraging. 

The  difficulties  with  which  the  bank  has  had  to  contend  from  the 
outset,  have  not  been  met  by  the  branches  with  equal  resolution  and 
success.  To  correct  errors  and  misconduct,  that  had  been  discov- 
ered, and  to  prevent  injury  to  the  state  and  the  public,  the  state 
board  have  repeatedly  ordered  admonitions,  censures,  and  restrictions 
in  reference  to  several  of  the  branches.  The  South  Bend  branch 
was  for  a  time  during  the  past  year  considered  to  be  in  an  unsafe  po- 
sition. It  was  restricted  in  its  discounts  and  required  to  make  col- 
lections, which  being  elTccted  and  the  character  of  the  officers  of 
the  branch  being  a  guarantee,  that  the  privilege  would  not  be  abused, 
the  transaction  of  bank  business  to  a  limited  extent  was  again  per- 
mitted. 

Almost  from  the  commencement  of  operations,  there  have  been 
difficulties  with  the  Lawrenceburgh  branch.  The  officers,  directors, 
and  stockholders  were  accommodated  with  large  loans,  many  of 
which  were  suffered  to  continue  for  long  periods  without  any  materi- 
al reduction.  These  and  other  illegal  transactions  in  the  branch,  had 
from  time  to  time  called  for  severe  animadversions  from  the  State 
Board.     During  the  period  from  June  1842,  to  April  1843,  the  branch 
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was  in  continual  danger  of  failure.  But  instead  of  making  prompt 
collections,  expedients  were  resorted  to,  hazardous  in  their  character, 
and  not  authorized  by  the  charter.  At  first  they  were  concealed 
from  the  State  Board,  but  when  they  were  discovered  by  the  exam- 
iners, a  change  of  policy  was  required,  and  had  it  not  been  adopted  im- 
mediately, the  branch  would  have  been  suspended  at  the  time.  From 
April  to  November,  the  policy  pursued  was  satisfactory  to  the  State 
Board.  Payments  were  required,  debts  secured,  and  preparations 
made  to  enable  the  branch  to  become  useful  and  profitable,  though  it 
was  understood  that  the  efforts  made  for  this  purpose  were  very  un- 
palatable to  many  of  the  stockholders.  At  the  late  election  of  di- 
rectors, the  opponents  of  the  policy  approved  by  the  State^Boad  pre- 
vailed and  all  the  efforts  that  had  been  made  for  years  to  reform  the 
branch,  appeared  to  have  been  fruitless.  Other  remedies  to  keep  it 
within  the  limits  prescribed  by  the  charter  having  failed,  its  suspen- 
sion was  ordered  by  the  State  Board  without  a  dissenting  voice,  at 
their  last  session. 

Whether  the  branch  will  be  restored  or  not,  must  depend  on  its 
prospects  of  future  usefulness.  If  satisfactory  assurances  can  be  giv- 
en that  the  provisions  of  the  charter  will  be  observed,  and  if  the  inter- 
ests of  the  state  and  the  safety  of  the  other  branches  will  permit,  there 
will  not  only  be  no  objections  to  the  restoration  of  the  branch,  but  every 
member  of  the  State  Board  would  be  gratified  and  most  of  the  branches 
would  cheerfully  contribute  to  effect  the  object.  Were  the  means 
of  the  branch  to  be  such  that  it  could  discount  its  ,f  100,000  of  prompt 
paper  every  three  months,  the  advantages  would  be  so  great  that 
there  could  be  little  danger  of  returning  to  the  former  vicious  policy, 
or  if  this  state  of  things  could  not  be  effected  at  once,  the  State  Board 
ought  to  have  in  the  known  characters  and  views  of  those  who  shall 
manage  the  branch,  an  assurance  that  there  shall  be  no  risk  to  the 
other  branches  and  no  needless  delay  in  effecting  this  object. 

The  long  endurance  of  the  misconduct  of  the  Lawrenceburgh 
branch,  the  adoption  of  all  other  means  authorized  by  the  charter  be- 
fore having  recourse  to  that  provided  in  the  last  resort,  and  the  re- 
peated applications  for  assistance  to  the  other  branches,  which  has 
been  cheerfully  granted,  may  be  referred  to  as  proofs  how  unwillingly 
the  suspension  was  ordered.  It  is  perfectly  idle  to  suppose  that  a 
branch  can  be  well  managed  by  men  often  under  protest,  accommo- 
dating themselves  first  and  manifesting  no  desire  to  possess  the  con- 
fidence of  the  other  branches,  nor  can  it  be  of  any  advantage  to  keep 
a  branch  in  existence,  when  it  has  not  the  means  to  do  real  business 
and  cannot  or  will  not  contribute  its  share  to  the  common  credit  and 
usefulness  of  the  whole  institution. 

The  State  Board  have  had  a  deep  sense  of  their  responsibility  in 
this  exercise  of  the  powers  committed  to  them  by  the  charter,  and 
they  are  well  satisfied  that  the  credit  of  the  bank  will  not  suffer  by 
what  has  taken  place.  Not  only  the  other  branches,  but  the  public 
will  feel  that  this  dispensation  of  discipline  is  a  guarantee  that  the  in- 
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terests  of  the  state  and  of  private  citizens,  having  claims  on  the  bank, 
must  and  will  be  secured. 

Receivers  are  now  in  possession  of  the  effects  of  the  branch.  Until 
redeemed  by  them,  its  paper  will  be  taken  as  heretofore  by  the  other 
branches,  and  whether  it  be  restored,  as  there  is  some  reason  to  hope, 
or  closed  up  entirely,  there  will  be  but  little  if  any  loss,  and  this  must 
fall  entirely  on  the  private  stockholders,  of  whom  a  considerable  num- 
ber approve  fully  the  proceedings  against  the  branch. 

A  majority  of  the  branches  have,  ever  since  their  organization, 
managed  their  affairs  with  prudence  and  propriety.  Their  officers 
and  directors  possess  and  deserve  public  confidence  and  though  per- 
sons of  influence  and  presses  of  both  political  parties  occasionally 
assail  the  bank  with  much  injustice,  yet  the  effect  in  general  is  not 
seriously  to  impair  its  interests. 

Notwithstanding  the  depreciation  of  the  stock  in  the  bank,  there 
is  no  other  property  in  the  state  which  during  the  last  nine  years,  has 
mantained  so  steady  a  value  and  produced  so  certain  an  income. 
The  prices  of  labor  and  property  have  in  that  period  been  raised  and 
depressed  so  that  a  large  part  of  community  have  suffered  severely 
by  the  fluctuations.  Whenever  the  stock  of  the  branches  has  been 
he\o\v  par,  it  is  only  in  a  few  of  them  that  it  has  been  occasioned  by 
actual  depreciation.  The  crisis  in  the  affairs  of  the  bank  is  now  ap- 
parently past.  During  the  last  six  months,  though  its  business  in  that 
period  is  usually  from  a  fourth  to  a  third  less  than  from  November  to 
May,  the  profits  have  exceeded  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum. 
Since  the  first  of  May  the  specie  has  increased  ^160,316  95,  and 
the  circulation  ^165,951,  though  both  are  in  general  at  their  lowest 
stage  during  those  months. 

From  the  first  of  June  to  the  fall  examination  of  the  branches,  the 
new  discounts  in  all  of  them  averaged  about  ^'90,000  a  month  and 
as  there  must  be  a  great  increase  during  the  remainder  of  the  year, 
the  whole  up  to  June  next  will  be  near  |)2,000,000.  While  few  or 
no  discounts  were  made,  as  was  the  case  last  year,  the  collections 
on  debts  were  small  in  amount,  but  on  the  revival  of  business  and 
commencement  of  discounting  again,  the  increase  of  the  currency 
furnishes  additional  facilities  for  the  payment  of  old  debts  and  as  they 
decrease  in  amount  and  as  the  Bank  treasury  notes  rise  in  value,  the 
time  need  not  be  distant  when  the  bank  with  its  present  capital 
may  discount  from  ,$4,000,000  to  ,$5,000,000,  of  now  paper,  annual- 
ly that  will  be  punctualy  paid  as  it  matures. 

A  careful  examination  of  the  bad  and  douhtfid  deb-ts  of  the  bank, 
was  made  this  fall,  and  they  now  amount  to  $159,320,  which  is  $19,- 
640  less  than  the  estimate  of  last  year.  The  losses  by  the  deprecia- 
tion of  banking  houses  and  other  real  property  and  on  debts  now 
supposed  to  be  good,  may  be  estimated  not  to  exceed  the  suspended 
interest,  $100,000  of  which  is  perfectly  secure,  and  the  amount  that 
will  be  recovered  of  the  doubtful  debts.  Only  two  debts  have  been 
made  since  the  first  of  April,  1842,  as  to  which  there  appears  to  be 
any  doubt,  and  both  these  were  for  bank  treasury  notes. 
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The  loans  to  all  the  directors  in  the  thirteen  branhces,  at  the  last  semi- 
annual examination,  amounted  to  ,)^236,743,  or  an  average  of  $1,821 
to  each  director.  Were  it  not  for  the  discounts  to  a  few  of  them 
eniiaged  in  extensive  business,  who  are  too  useful  as  directors  not  to 
continue  such,  the  loans  to  the  whole  would  be  smnll  in  amount. 
The  discounts  to  stockholders  are  less  than  they  have  been  at  any- 
time for  the  last  seven  years. 

The  profits  realized  by  the  state  from  the  bank  may  be  estimated 
as  follows: 
Dividends  on    charter   capital  after  deducting    exchange 

and  interest  of  an  equal  amount  of  state  bonds,  ^270  000 

Profits  of  surplus  revenue  capital  after  paying  interest 

and  principal  of  $294,000  state  bonds.     '   -  -  76,748 

School  tax  of  12i  cents  per  share  each  year,  -  -  26,680 

Unimpaired  interest  of  the  state  in  the  surplus  fund  100,000 

To  this  add   the  profits  of  the   sinking   fund  exclusive  of 

losses,  exceeding,     -----  350,000 


In  all,  $823,428 

The  dividends  of  profits  made  the  last  year  were  smaller  than 
those  of  any  former  one  except  the  first.  The  Fort  Wayne  branch 
dividend  was  eight  and  one-half  per  cent.,  Michigan  city  eight,  Rich- 
mond and  Terre  Haute  six,  New  Albany,  Evansville,  and  Lafayette 
five,  Vincennes  four  and  one-half,  Indianapolis  and;  Bedford  four, 
Madison  three  and  one-half,  Lawrenceburgh  one  and  three-fourths. 
South  Bend,  no  dividend. 

The  dividends  in  May  together  with  the  interest  on  the  stock  mort- 
gnges  were  not  suflTicient  by  ,^'14,841  66,  to  pay  the  semi-annual  in- 
terest on  the  .$1,390,000  of  state  bonds  sold  for  bank  capital.  In 
November  the  deficiency  was  ,$4,864  67.  The  first  sum  has  been, 
and  the  other  must  be  borrowed  from  the  branches  by  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  sinking  fund.  As  the  state  stock  in  the  bank  has 
been  diminished  about  one-third,  and  the  means  of  the  sinking  fund  are 
appropriated  to  redeem  the  bank  treasury  notes,  there  must  be  an 
inciease  of  business  and  profits  by  the  bank,  to  insure  the  punctual 
payment  of  this  interest  hereafter.  The  prospect  is  better  for  the 
insuing  year,  but  still  much  more  might  be  done  if  the  collection  laws 
of  the  state  did  not  enable  so  many  of  the  bank  debtors  to  violate 
their  engagements  with  impunity. 

The  law  of  last  year  exempting  new  debts  to  the  bank  and  certain 
special  contracts  to  pay  money,  from  the  operation  of  the  relief  laws; 
the  fear  that  the  United  States  Courts  will  not  recognize  all  the  pro- 
visions that  have  been  made  for  the  benefit  of  debtors,  and  the  feeling 
that  the  v.orsl  is  now  over,  have  led  to  the  arrangement  of  much 
indebtedness.  If  still  finlher  inducements  for  compromises  between 
debtors  and  creditors  be  presented,  the  return  to  a  right  state  of 
things  may  occasion  no  convulsions  in  society. 

'J'lie  laws  for  the   collection  of  debts,  as  the  difficulties  of  j)aying 
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them  increased,  have  been  from  year  to  year  made  more  favorable 
to  the  debtor.  But  liowever  public  opinion  might  require  or  justif} 
protection  from  ruinous  sacrifices,  it  will  not  permit  laws  intended 
to  be  REMEDIES  between  litigant  parties  to  become,  for  any  length  ol 
time,  merely  a  shield  for  one  of  them.  In  such  an  event,  there  can 
be  little  doubt  of  the  decisions  of  the  courts  of  justice.  Even  if  the 
courts  of  the  United  States  alone  were  to  decide  against  them,  the 
citizens  of  the  state  indebted  to  foreigners  ought  not  to  be  left  expo- 
sed to  ruin  with  no  power  to  protect  themselves  from  any  quarter. 
But  there  appears  to  be  no  necessity  for  this  dilemma.  The  laws 
for  the  collection  of  debts  should  be  adapted  to  the  times  in  which 
they  are  to  be  executed.  Both  stay  laws  and  appraisment  laws  may 
at  times  be  beneficial  to  creditors  as  well  as  debtors.  They  may  be 
equally  injured  by  sales  of  property  at  ruinous  prices,  when  no  one 
is  prepared  to  invest  money,  and  very  little  protection  is  needed 
when  property  can  usually  be  sold  at  about  its  value.  As  the  ma- 
king the  laws  for  relief,  so  may  not  the  removal  of  them  be  gradual? 
and  has  not  the  time  now  come  when  preparations  for  their  abandon- 
ment should  be  commenced? 

Litigation  long  continued  is  usually  ruinous  to  all  concerned,  and 
where  there  is  uncertainty  as  to  the  result  of  incumbrances  on  real 
property,  it  will  seldom  be  improved  with  profit  either  to  the  owner 
or  community. 

In  addition  to  the  direct  and  immediate  profits  of  the  bank  to  the 
state,  its  benefits  to  the  citizens  will  be  found  on  examination  still 
greater.  It  supplies  a  safe  and  convenient  currency  not  uniform  in 
amount,  but  corresponding  to  the  business  undertaken  and  carried  on. 
It  provides  exchange  at  cheap  rates  which  otherwise  would  be  fixed 
at  the  discretion  of  brokers.  By  its  keeping  and  using  deposites,  the 
necessity  and  inconvenience  of  hoarding  money  are  measurably  avoid- 
ed. The  ability  of  the  bank  to  expand  its  circulation  and  accommo- 
dations at  the  season  when  the  produce  of  the  country  is  to  be  expor- 
ted, takes  from  the  capitalist  the  power  to  fix  his  own  prices;  the 
increased  currency,  when  business  requires  it  most,  accommodates 
all  who  have  debts  to  pay  or  collect;  and  the  certainty  that  the  bank 
can  only  be  prosperous  when  its  customers  and  the  community  are  so, 
has  secured  as  much  attention  to  the  general  good  in  most  of  the 
branches  and  as  much  favor  from  the  public  as  can  be  hoped  from 
any  business  institution  whatever.  The  mode  of  discounting  most 
profitable  to  the  bank,  is  that  too  which  is  most  beneficial  to  the  coun- 
try. In  well  managed  banking,  there  should  be  bills  of  exchange,  the 
avails  of  which  would  be  paid  out  at  home  and  the  money  to  pay 
them  collected  abroad;  prompt  notes  to  aid  in  producing  better  prices 
for  articles  exported,  and  lower  rates  for  necessaries  imported;  and 
there  should  be  inducements  to  competition  in  business,  stimulants  to 
enterprise  and  industry,  and  to  enable  credit  well-deserved  to  be- 
come equivalent  to  capital.  Let  it  be  the  main  object  of  a  bank  to 
discount  prompt  paper  and  there  will  be  no  more  danger  of  partiali- 
ty or  favoritism  in  its  operations  than  in  manufacturing  or  mercan- 
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tile  business,  where  mutual  interest  is  promoted  by  the  spirit  of  mu- 
tual accommodation. 

It  is  not  to  be  denied  however,  that  many  banks  have  been 
badly  managed.  When  by  unwise  legislation  they  have  been  per- 
mitted to  be  organized  without  capital,  or  to  do  business  without  proper 
restrictions,  or  when  the  whole  community  has  been  led  astray  by 
wild  and  visionary  schemes,  those  who  managed  banks  did  not  al- 
ways escape  the  general  wreck.  In  these  matters  it  is  not  easy  to 
apportion  the  blame  impartially.  Whether  too  large  a  share  has  not  fre- 
quently been  attributed  to  banks  and  whether  all  should  be  placed  un- 
der ban  because  a  part  have  been  guilty,  it  is  not  for  the  directors  of 
this  institution  to  say.  They  believe  that  neither  public  opinion  nor 
good  policy  requires  this  to  be  done,  and  that  if  they  are  permitted, 
the  just  and  liberal  exercise  of  the  powers  intrusted  to  them,  they 
can  profit  by  past  experience  and  make  the  bank  a  subject  of  just 
pride  to  the  citizens  of  the  state.  But  if  legislation  is  needlessly  to 
thwart  their  interests,  and  the  decisions  of  courts  not  sustain  their 
rights,  one  difficulty  and  discouragement  must  follow  another,  and  in 
that  event  the  institution  can  neither  be  profitable  to  the  state  nor 
useful  to  its  citizens. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  MERRILL,  PresH, 
State  Bank,  ) 

Dec.  4^/^,1843.    > 
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COMPARISON  OF  CONDITION    . 

Of  the  State  Bank,  between  Nov.  19,  1842,  and  Nov.  18,  1843. 

The  capital  stock  of  the  State  has  been  re- 
duced, ...  ^437,450  00 
The  stock  of  individuals  has  been  reduced,  153,809  89 


Total  reduction,  ....  |59 1,259  89 

Discounted  notes,  November  19,  1842,      2,538,731  07 
Discounted  notes,  November  18,  1843,      2,216,803  88 


Decrease  of  discounted  notes,  ...      321,927  19 

Bills  of  exchange,  November  19,  1842,         327,898  51 
Bills  of  exchange,  November  18,  1843,        460,726  76 


Increase  of  bills  of  exchange,  ...      132,828  25 

Notes  in  circulation,  November  19, 1842,  1,760,051  00 
Notes  in  circulation,  November  18, 1843,  2,240,065  00 

Increase  of  circulation,  ....      481,014  00 

Specie,  November  19,  1842,     -  .        811,234  40 

Specie,  November  18,  1843,     -  .         965,226  85 

Increase  of  specie,        .....    ^153,992  45 

JAMES  M.  RAY,  Cashier. 
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Statement  of  the  Business  of  each  Branch  of  the  State  Bank  of  Indiana,  on  Saturday,  November  18th,  1843. 


[To  follow  puge  '28b,  Doc.  Journal  to  Bank  Report.^ 


RESOURCES. 

Bills  discounted. 

Bills  of 
Exchange. 

SUSPENDED  DEBT. 

Banking  Houses. 

Other- 
Real  Estate. 

Furniture. 

Balances  be- 
tween Branches 

Balances  due 

from  other 

Banks. 

Remiitances. 

Comm'rs  Sink- 
ing Fund  for 
int't  on  Bonds. 

Susperise  and 
other  items. 

Sin/cing  Fund 

and  other 
Trea.iury  Notes. 

Notes  of  other 
Branches. 

Notes  of  other 

Banks,  and 

Checks. 

BRANCH. 

Discounted 
Bills. 

Bills  of 
Exchange. 

Specie. 

,§98,G18  G7 
128,764  77 
139,930  82 
132,512  58 
128,737   35 

89,0G0  95 
143,091   00 

71,884  73 
149,942  80 
175,154  13 
188,107  31 

71,049  55 

86,175    11 

,§106,802  50 

2,395   8C 

39,036  40 

41,444    10 

1G,030  GO 

5,678  00 

3,179  97 

1,410  33 

25,852  76 

44,692  44 

35,384    57 

$06,521   07 
80.249   21 
24,565   11 

106,180  71 
28,746  41 
24,422  41 
39,396  45 
65,007  74 
2,723  61 

$26,841  81 
11,841    86 

5,141  80 
10,456  47 
30,152  12 
21,041  80 
16,841    80 

3,479  43 
13,460  73 
14,453  09 
15,429  30 
13,721   93 

5,013  35 

§7,000  00 
7,005   19 

§531    89 

§1,324  55 

647  70 

1,220  99 

15,499  73 

§83,761    79 

8,095  98 

16,881    22 

98,492  00 

8,854    18 

6,749  73 

6,986   33 

4,076  52 

50,531   09 

17,425  71 

21,898  26 

11,886  27 

28,890  85 

§20,400  00 
4,016  00 
32,225  00 

$27  78 

8,015  80 

74  75 

4,601    33 

204  74 

§83,350  00 

40,000 

2,600 

17,905 

53,955 

90,840 

36,000 

6,560 

43,005 

161,147 

21,935 

680 

$20,093  00 
2,534 
2,811 
1,908 
4,355 

645 
1,430 

534 
1,709 
6,694 
1,481 
6,654 
18,727 

.§4,401  00 
3,647  00 
1,457  00 
2,543  00 
4,897  00 
1,764  00 
8,775  00 
821  00 
3,033  00 

15,499  00 
6,470  25 
6,194  00 
2,190  00 

§71,326  60 

23,433    13 

84,348  08 

53,239  28 

37,858  04 

59,810   12 

115,124  24 

102,242  34 

114,431   56 

64,692  67 

101,630  90 

75,416  44 

61,668  45 

Indianapolis,  - 

§32,549  51 

$3,766   19 

Lawrenceburgh,     - 

378  16 
699  24 

Richmond, 

660  00 

4,438  60 
735   15 

Madison, 

New  Albany, 

9,678   14 

1,630  36 

50,507  54 

11,358  93 
3,400  00 
6,452  05 

384   15 
7,454  42 
4,155  79 
6,144  49 
8,153  54 
3,167   30 

1,407  74 

Evansville,     - 

861  56 
142  00 
656  25 
617  34 
612  51 

540  70 

7   60 
303   29 
14,416   44 
3,143  23 
11,689  78 
1,439   60 
3,064   57 

\incennes,     - 

4,635  00 
979  21 
2,044  67 
7,223  45 
3,021  00 

Terre  Haute, 
Lafayette, 
Fort  Wayne, 
South  Bend,  - 
Michigan  City, 

18,184   37 
10,371    99 
8,667  69 
11,588  79 

1,112   16 

41,380  49 
73,356  36 
41,016  54 

2,100  00 

44,454   17 

631    20            2,982  59 

§1,603,229  77 

,'j;'366,3G1    21 

$613,574    11 

§94,365  55 

§189,275  49 

§84,689  01 

$5,572  58 

§51,562   41 

§364,529   93 

§75,952  07 

§12,742  80 

$43,988  91 

.$557,977  00 

$69,575  00 

§61,691    25 

§965,226  85 

LIABILITIES. 


BRANCH. 


CAPITAL  STOCK. 


Individual  and 
County. 


School  and  Bank 
Tax  Capital. 


CIRCULATION. 


Under  Fiv 


Fives  and 
upwards. 


3ranch  balances. 


Balances  due 
other  Banks 


Dividends  not 
drawn. 


Surplus  Fund. 


Sinking  Fund, 
Suspended  In- 
terest, ^'C. 


Depositors. 


Profit  and  Loss 
to  Oct.  31,  1843. 


Profit  ^  Loss 

since  Oct.  31, 

1S43. 


Indianapolis, 
Lawrenceburgh, 
Richmond, 
Madison,  - 
Xew  Albany,    - 
Evansville, 
Vincennes, 
Bedford,  - 
Terre  Haute,     - 
Lafayette, 
Fort  Wayne,    - 
South  Bend, 
Michigan  City, 


),300  00 

3,000 

?,000 

3,000 

B,750 

8,000 

5,000 

4,150 

7,800 

0,000 

0,000 

0,000 

0,000 


.';■  1 46,600  00 
'  143,450 
111,050 
136,100 

87,100 

79,500 

87,300 

71,400 

91,050 
118,950 

82,715  31 

32,340  67 

63,000  00 


$5,716  27 


,700  00 
,700  00 
,527  62 
,710  00 
871  00 
849  51 
800  00 
871  50 
,151  00 
,353  25 
800  00 
600  00 
800  00 


§93,900  00 
35,767 
62,900 
38,645 
43,526 
19,809 
51,715 
20,500 
52,234 
62,000 
71,250 
20,261 
41,102 


§233,129  00 

30,183 

76,500 
131,110 

27,316 
108,214 
150,000 
133,180 
159,954 
197,410 
184,973 
130,312 
134,810 


Sl,430  07 

3,025  78 

468  24 

3,063  49 


2,047  37 
91  34 
29  26 
163  00 
591  25 
803  98 
311  49 
1,801  47 


§880,000  00   §1,250,555  98 


$14,733  8B 


513,599  00 

1. 


$1,697,091  00 


§13.826  74 


§521  06 
1,413  24 
417  68 
15,039  79 
14,507  13 
3,125  12 
2,658  33 


§136 


1,195 

86 

1,010 

38 

3 

50 

2,084  73 
117  59 
601  02 
824  97 
533  91 
223  46 
1,608  83 
1,187  10 
458  51 
314  57 


§24,602  56 
46,462  87 
23,979  03 
20,162  84 
31,218  06 

20.508  44 
15,667  65 
21,522  43 
35,257  29 
49,562  28 
40,840  78 

13.509  57 
7,286  73 


|'5,881  10 

249  57 

2,785  62 

2,062  56 

9,384  13 

578  75 

497  88 

860  96 

4,251  80 

2,392  34 

415  48 

1,929  36 

1,490  37 


§18,577  04 

6,142  33 

10,720   10 

48,896  78 

17,926  26 

9,524   12 

5,991    42 

15,809  41 

11,844  56 

12,616  97 

25,770  60 

2,758  94 

2,159  01 


§7,107  97 
4,240  52 


7,010  70 
5,016  38 
4,643  76 
3,896  06 
3,412    19 


§2,315 
1 ,332 
1,237 
579 
359 
299 
567 


5,659  74 
7,998  79 
2,443  45 
4,035   82 


§39,942   11 


$350,580  53 


2,779  92 


$(88,737  54 


§55,465  38 


§9,194  02 


\ 


^r 
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OFFICERS  AND  COMPENSATION, 

November  18,  1843. 


STATE    BANK. 

Samuel  Merrill,  President,  -  -  -         $1,300  00 

James  M.  Ray,  Cashier,  -  -  -  1,100  00 

BRANCHES. 

INDIANAPOLIS. 

Hervey  Bates,  President,  -  -  -  $600  00 

Bethuel  F.  Morris,  Cashier,  residence  and  -  1,200  00 

Thomas  H.  Sharpe,  Teller,        -  -  -  1,000  00 

LAWRENCEBURGH. 

Jahez  S.  Ferris,  President,  -  -  -  $200  00 

Columbus  S.  Stevenson,  Cashier,  residence  and  -  500  00 

RICHMOND. 

Albert  C.  Blanchard,  President,  -  -  $500  00 

Elijah  Coffin,  Cashier,  (including  a  clerk,)  -  1,400  00 


James  F.  D.  Lanier,  President,  -  -  $500  00 

John  Sering,  Cashier,                   -  -  -  850  00 

Isaac  C.  Lea,  Book-keeper,         .  .  _  500  00 

Mark  Tilton,  Second  Clerk,         -  -  -  225  00 

NEW    ALBANY. 

Mason  C.  Fitch.  President,         -  -  -  $500  00 

James  R.  Shields,  Cashier,           -  -  .  1,000  00 

Victor  A.  Pepin,  Clerk,                -  -  -  COO  00 

EVANSVILLE. 

John  Mitchell,  President,             -  - 

John  Douglass,  Cashier,               -  -           ^     .  $1,000  00 
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VINCENNES. 


David  S.  Bonnier,  President, 

John  Ross,  Cashier,  -  -  -  $1,000  00 

George  W.  Rathbone,  Clerk,  -  -  500  00 


BEDFORD. 


John  Vestal,  President,  -  -  -  $100  00 

Daniel  R.  Dunihue,  Cashier,  -  -  500  00 

Isaac  Rector,  Clerk,  -  -  -  400  00 


TERRE     HAUTE. 


Demas  Deming,  President,  -  -  -  $700  00 

Nathaniel  Preston,  Cashier,  residence  and  -  1,000  00 


LAFAYETTE. 


Joseph  S.  Hanna,  President,             -  -  Salary  not  fixed. 

Cyrus  Ball,  Cashier,  residence  and  -  $800  00 

Austin  P.  Linn,  Teller,                     -  -  -          800  00 

George  H.  Harris,  Clerk,  ■               -"^  -  -          400  00 


FORT    WAYNE. 


Samuel  Hanna,  President,  -  -  -         $400  00 

Hugh  McCulloch,  Cashier,  residence  and       -  -         1,200  00 

M.  W.  Hubbell,  Teller,  -  -  -  850  00 


SOUTH    BEND. 


Joseph  L.  Jernegan,  President,       ...         $400  00 
Horatio  Chapin,  Cashier,  house-rent  and         -  -  700  00 

Directors  from  a  distance  receive  their  expenses. 


MICHIGAN    CITY. 


Joseph  Orr,  President,         -  -  -  -         $700  00 

A.  P.  Andrew,  jr..  Cashier,  -  -  .    -         1,200  00 


=y 


Note.  The  statements  as  to  the  offering  for  sale  the  real  estate 
held  by  the  Branches,  other  than  the  banking  houses,  will  be  seen  in 
the  respective  Branch  reports  submitted,  of  the  same  date  herewith.] 

JAMES  M.  RAY,  Cashier. 


Doc.  No.  6  H.  R. 


REPOETS 


OF    VISITER    AND    SUPERINTENDENTS 


OF 


THE    INDIANA    STATE    PRISON- 


House  of  Representatives,  Dec.   12,  1843. 

Read,  laid  on  the  table,  and  Jive  hundred  copies  ordered  to  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  House. 


Lebanon,  Nov.  '20th,  1843. 
To  his  Excellency  SamuellBigger : 

Sir:  Having  made  my  visits^to  the  State'^Prison,  as  required 
by  law,  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  you  the  results  of  my 
observations.  My  visits  were  made  in  the  latter  part  of  Jan.,  1st  of 
July,  and  between  the  5th  and  15th  of  the  present  month.  I  am  hap- 
py to  state  that  I  found  the^condition  of  the  prison,  in  most  particu- 
lars, good. 

The  evils  and  inr-,onveniencies|consequent  upon  the  wretched  con- 
struction of  the  old  prison,  have,  been  pointed  out  by  former  visiters, 
and  as  they  cannot  be  remedied  until  the  new  prison  is  finished,  I  will 
not  ask  your  attention  to  them. 

The  number  of  prisoners  in  confinement  on  the  first  of  July,  was 
106.  The  number  has  since  been  reduced  to  90.  Four  have  esca- 
38 
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ped  and  two  died.  The  larger  number  of  the  convicts  have  been  en- 
gaged in  the  brick  yard  and  in  the  construction  of  the  new  prison, 
during  the  spring,  summer,  and  fall. 

There  has  been  very  considerable  progress  made  in  that  time,  in 
the  erection]  of  the  prison.  The  superintendents  are  of  the  opin- 
ion that  it  will  be  so  far  completed  as  to  admit  of  their  moving 
into  it  some  time  in  the  summer  of  1 844.  The  hands  not  engaged 
on  the  new  prison,  were  employed  in  the  shops  at  coopering,  wa- 
gon making,  blacksmithing,  carpentering,  &c.  The  shops  are  kept 
in  good  order,  and  the  articles  manufactured  are  esteemed  of  good 
quality.  The  hands  are  required  to  labor  constantly,  from  sunrise  to 
sunset,  with  the  exception  of  a  short  respite  of  thirty  minutes  at  din- 
ner. I  heard  no  complaint  among  them  of  being  compelled  to  work 
when  it  was  known  they  were  unwell,  or  to  perform  more  than  they 
were  sufficiently  able  to  do. 

The  food  of  the  prisoners  I  found  to  be  good  in  quality  and  sufficient 
in  quantity.  Corn  bread  of  a  wholesome  kind,  bacon,  beans,  potatoes, 
fresh  beef,  and  beef  soup,  I  found  to  constitute  the  principal  articles 
of  their  diet,  though  at  times  they  have  other  vegetables.  A 
proper  regard  to  cleanliness  is  observed  in  the  preparation  and  sei^v- 
ing  of  their  food,  and  each  individual  is  permitted  to  eat  as  much  of 
any  article  furnished  at  table  as  his  appetite  may  demand.  The 
clothmg  furnished  is  comfortable.  In  summer  it  consists  of  coarse 
tow  linen  pantaloons  and  shirts,  which  they  are  required  to  keep 
clean  by  weekly  changes  and  washings.  In  winter  they  have  coarse 
warm  woolen  roundabouts,  pantaloons,  socks  with  strong  leather 
shoes.  The  cells  are  furnished  with  straw  beds,  and  blankets  suffi- 
cient for  comfort  so  far  as  comfort  is  attainable  in  such  cells. 

Much  attention  seems  to  have  been  paid  by  the  officers  to  the  pre- 
servation of  the  health  of  the  prisoners  by  enforcing  personal  clean- 
liness, and  during  the  proper  season  of  the  year  by  permitting  them 
to  bathe  in  the  river.  The  cells  are  kept  as  clean  and  pure  as  possi- 
ble by  whitewashing  with  lime  and  other  means.  Notwithstanding 
all  the  precautions  that  can  be  taken  by  the  intelligent  and  attentive 
physican,  I  think  it  not  likely  that  any  individual  can  be  long  con- 
fined in  these  illy  ventilated  cells  without  a  pemanent  impairment 
of  health. 

The  rules  and  disipline  of  the  prison  are  enforced  with  prompti- 
tude. The  punishment  for  the  infraction  of  the  rules  is  whipping 
and  confinement  in  the  cells.  The  offending  individual  has  the  ad- 
vantage of  an  investigation  of  the  charges  against  him  before  he  is 
condemned  to  punishment. 

I  ascertained  [at  my  last  visit  that  the  prisoners  were  without  regu- 
lar preaching  in  consequence  of  the  resignation  of  the  worthy  cha- 
plin.  This  was  much  regretted  by  the  convicts  who  had  become 
much  attached  to  him  from  the  affectionate  zeal  with  which  he  con- 
stantly labored  for  their  instruction.  The  causes  which  led  to  his 
resignation  are  perhaps  known  to  your  Excellency.  Permit  me  to 
suggest  that  the  interest  of  the  prisoners  requires  the  appointment 
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of  another,  as  soon  as  practicable.  An  attempt  was  made  during 
the  summer  to  introduce  sabbath  school  instruction,  but  failed  in  con- 
sequence of  the  inability  of  the  chaplain  to  obtain  competent  in- 
structers.  I  would  remark  that  much  good  might  be  done  by  a  slight 
increase  in  the  number  and  character  of  books  in  the  prison  library. 
Many  of  the  prisoners  are  grossly  ignorant. 

The  small-pox  was  accidentally  introduced  among  the  prisoners  last 
spring  and  twenty-five  took  the  disease.  Out  of  that  number  two 
died.  They  were  assiduously  attended  by  the  physician  to  the  pri- 
son. The  other  diseases  which  occurred  during  the  season,  were 
disentery,  the  various  forms  of  billions  fever,  and  pneumonia. 

I  found  on  examination  of  the  books  and  papers  of  the  establish- 
ment, the  greatest  order  and  neatness  observed.  The  clerk  as  well 
as  the  other  officers  was  very  courteous  in  affording  every  facili- 
ty for  a  thorough  examination  of  every  thing  pertaining  to  the  object 
of  my  visit. 

Respectfully, 

Your  obt't  servant, 

WM.  P.  DAVIS. 


State  Prison,     ) 
Jeffersonville,  Indiana,  \ 

The  undersigned,  superintendents  of  the  State  Prison,  respectfully 
report  that  the  institution  under  their  control,  has  during  the  past  year 
been  blessed  with  a  degree  of  prosperity  equal  to  their  most  sanguine 
anticipations,  and  our  hearts  are  filled  with  gratitude  to  the  Supreme 
Ruler  of  the  universe  that  we  are  permitted  to  report  that,  notwith- 
standing we  were  visited  in  the  spring  with  a  frightful  and  loathsome 
pestilence,  the  general  health  of  the  convicts  has  been  good.  Late 
in  the  spring  it  was  discovered  that  the  small-pox  had  been  most  mis- 
teriously  communicated  to  one  of  the  convicts,  and  although  vaccina- 
tion and  every  precaution  was  resorted  to,  to  prevent  its  dissemina- 
tion, it  lingered  among  us  for  nearly  three  months  in  one  variety  of 
form  or  another  of  the  disease.  Diseases  of  this  character  always  alarm- 
ing, are  particularly  so  to  the  inmates  of  a  prison.  They  cannot  flee 
from  thence,  circumscribed  as  we  are,  and  shall  always  be  while  oc- 
cupying the  old  prison;  we  feel  cause  for  rejoicing  that  the  mortality 
was  not  greater  during  the  existence  of  the  pestilence,  having  lost 
but  two  out  of  twenty-six  cases. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  institution,  as  reported  by  the  clerk 
of  the  prison,  ending  on  the  first  day  of  October,  1843,  to  the  Audi- 
tor of  State,  exhibits  a  balance  of  f  34,983  50,  in  its  favor,  and  above 
its  indebtedness.  The  tools  in  use  in  the  various  mechanical 
branches  of  the  prison,  manufactured  articles  on  hand  and  raw  mate- 
rial, the  work  on  the  new  prison,  estimated  as  far  as  completed,  and  the 
materials  as  part  intended  for  its  further  progress,  being  assessed  as 
a  part  of  its  resources  and  embraced  in  the  above  amount. 
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As  soon  as  the  spring  of  the  present  year  opened,  we  proceeded  to 
the  fulfilment  of  our  contract  with  the  state  in  erection  of  the  new 
prison  and  progressed,  considering  the  unfavorableness  of  the  season 
for  out  door  operation,  with  considerable  rapidity.  The  inclosing 
wall  is  nearly  completed,  a  large  building  has  been  erected  for  a  di- 
ning room,  kitchen,  hospital,  wash  house,  provision  rooms,  &:c.  Some 
of  the  material  necessary  for  the  completion  of  the  cells,  shops,  and 
front  building  has  been  prepared,  and  we  cherish  the  hope  that  with 
suitable  aid  by  timely  legislation  on  the  subject,  we  will  within  the 
next  year  be  enabled  to  remove  from  our  present  unsafe  and  unsight- 
ly situation  to  one  of  greater  security  and  comfort.  Our  present  sit- 
uation is  very  unsafe  and  requires  not  only  a  constant  but  double 
diligence  to  prevent  escapes. 

The  inclosing  wall  of  the  old  prison  being  thin  and  rotten,  upwards 
of  one  hundred  feet  was  blown  down  last  spring  to  the  foundation, 
and  but  for  the  heavy  rain  which  preceded  the  wind  and  drove  the 
hands  into  the  shops,  a  number  of  lives  must  have  been  lost,  as  the 
wall  was  driven  i7i.  Fortunately  no  one  was  injured.  At  present,  that 
part  of  the  prison  in  which  the  office  and  guard  house  are  situated,  is 
in  great  danger  of  falling  down.  It  therefore  behoovs  us  all  who  are 
interested  in  the  preservation  of  the  lives  of  the  unfortunate  convicts, 
to  use  every  means  within  our  reach  to  expedite  the  new  works. — 
The  superintendents  having  expended  last  year  near  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars  for  the  support  of  the  institution  and  in  purchasing  ma- 
terials for  the  new  prison,  have  exhausted  all  the  means  within  their 
power,  of  an  available  character;  and  although  it  will  be  perceived  by 
reference  to  the  clerk's  report  that  the  institution  is  highly  prosper- 
ous, we  shall  be  wholy  unable  to  expend  much  labor  on  the  new  pri- 
son for  some  time  without  legislative  appropriations.  We  therefore 
hope  that  the  necessary  aid  will  not  be  withheld.  When  com- 
pleted we  shall  have  an  institution  of  which  we  may  be  proud, 
an  institution  the  location  of  which  for  profit  and  commerce  will  not 
be  equalled  by  any  of  a  similar  character  in  the  union.  At  this  point 
we  have  a  ready  and  quick  market  for  all  our  manufactured  articles, 
and  we  feel  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  the  profits  of  the  in- 
stitution, under  proper  management,  will  equal,  if  not  surpass,  those 
of  any  other  of  double  the  number  of  hands,  in  the  United  States. 
The  Kentucky  prison  reports  a  profit  of  nearly  one  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand  dollars  for  the  period  of  four  years.  There  the  con- 
victs are  principally  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  hemp  into  rope 
and  bagging,  and  why  may  we  not  engage  much  more  profitably  in 
a  like  pursuit.  The  raw  materials  can  be  had  as  cheap  at  this  point 
as  at  Frankfort.  The  institution  could  soon  be  placed  in  a  condition 
to  yield  a  handsome  revenue  to  the  state  as  well  as  to  the  individuals 
in  charge,  and  at  the  same  time  furnish  a  home  market  for  hemp,  an 
article  of  great  profit  to  the  grower,  and  which  our  soil  is  so  peculiar- 
ly adapted  to  produce. 

The  moral  condition  of  those  under  our  care  will  we  presume  be 
reported  to  you  by  the  chaplain  to  the  institution.     Their  condition 
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in  that  respect,  does  not  differ  much,  we  presume,  from  that  of  those 
confined  in  other  prisons,  though  in  ours,  we  have  not  the  facilities 
for  the  proper  attempts  to  reform  them.  Every  inducement  is  placed 
before  them  for  their  reformation,  by  those  who  have  the  management 
of  them,  still  we  fear  but  little  has  been  done  towards  that  desirable  end. 
Our  experience  tends  to  the  opinion  that  prison  reformation  is  very 
rare  indeed. 

The  speedy  return  to  prison  of  some  whom  we  have  discharged, 
and  the  fact  of  a  majority  of  those  in  confinement  having  served 
some  of  them,  two  or  three  terms  in  other  prisons,  too  clearly  evinces 
that  prison  reformation  rarely  takes  place.  It  is  perhaps  unfortunate 
that  under  our  laws,  convictions  and  imprisonments  occur  for  offen- 
ces which  might  more  properly  be  corrected  at  home.  Boys  and 
young  men  are  sent  to  our  prison  frequently  for  petty  offences,  for 
which  imprisonment  in  the  county  jail,  would  tend  more  to  prevent 
the  commission  of  similar  crimes. 

Such  characters  become  professed  rogues  in  the  hands  of  old  con- 
victs whom  they  find  in  prison;  and  these  are  sure  to  return  to  this 
or  some  other  prison,  for  the  commission  of  a  greater  crime  than  the 
one  for  which  they  were  originally  sent. 

We  subjoin  tabular  statements  which  will,  no  doubt,  be  interest- 
ing. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  R.  PRATT,  &  Co., 
Superintendents  of  the  State  Prison. 

December  \st,  1843. 


Statement  of  prisoners  Dec.  \st,  1843. 

In  confinement,  Dec.  1st,  1842,  date  of  last  report. 
Since  received,  whites. 
Since  received,  blacks, 


Discharged  by  expiration  of  sentence. 
Pardoned,         .  .  .  . 

Died,    .  .  .  .  . 

Escaped,  .... 

Now  in  confinement,    4 


40 
3 


27 

20 

3 

4 

92 


103 


43 


146 


146 


•29G 
2 

The  convicts  were 

employ ecU  Dec.  1st,  1843,  as  follows: 

In  cooper  shop, 

.  35     Amount  brought  over, 

.  68 

stone  shop. 

.  14     In  kitchen,  . 

.     3 

wagon  shop. 

.     3         brick  yard,  .     . 

.   13 

carpenter  shop,   . 

.     4     Invalids, 

.     2 

blacksmith  shop, 

.     6     Hospital  steward. 

.     1 

tailor  shop, 

.     3     Teamsters, . 

.     $ 

shoe  shop,  . 

.     1 

■frf 

wash  house, 

.2 

92 

68 


Crimes  of  which  they  were  convicted. 


Murder,  .... 

.     1 

Amount  brought  over. 

.  83 

Manslaughter, 

.     8 

Perjury,       .         .         . 

.     1 

Assault  and  battery  with  intent 

Assault  and  battery  with  in 

to  kill. 

.     1 

tent  to  commit  rape. 

3 

Burglary, 

.     3 

Passing  counterfeit  money, 

1 

Gland  larceny, 

.  31 

Aiding  crime. 

1 

Larceny, 

.  26 

Bigamy,      .         .         .         . 

2 

Burglary  and  larceny,     . 

.     5 

Rape, 

1 

Forgery,         ... 

.     7 

— 

Robbing  United  States'  mail, 

.      1 
83 

4 

92 

Ages  of  convicts  when  sentenced. 


Under  20  years, 
From  20  to  25  years, 
From  25  to  30  years. 
From  30  to  40  years, 


8  Amount  brought  over, 

28  From  40  to  50  years, 

1 9  From  50  to  60  years, 

16  From  60  to  70  years. 


71 

13 

5 

3 


71 


92 


Knox, 
Laporte, 
Vigo,   . 
JefTerson, 


Counties  in  which  they  were  convicted. 


6 

Amount  brought  over,  . 

5Q 

2 

Ripley, 

1 

5 

Gibson, 

.     1 

5 

Green, 

1 
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Fayette, 

.     1 

Blackford, 

1 

Tippecanoe, 

1 

Henry, 

2 

Washington,    . 

.     3 

Orange, 

1 

Perry, 

3 

Huntington, . 

1 

Madison, 

.     2 

Sullivan, 

2 

Marshall,    . 

1 

Scott, 

2 

Vanderburgh,  . 

.     1 

Jackson, 

2 

Marion, 

7 

Shelby, 

2 

Randolph, 

.     4 

Parke,  . 

2 

Wabash,     . 

2 

Jennings, 

3 

Owen, 

.     1 

Morgan, 

1 

Wayne, 

1 

St.  Joseph,    . 

1 

Harrison, 

.      1 

Rush,    . 

.     2 

Posey, 

1 

Clark, 

4 

Warrick, 

.      1 

Porter, 

.      2 

Martin, 

1 

Bartholomew, 

1 

Floyd, 

.     4 

Dearborn, 

.      2 

Montgomery, 

2 

Steuben, 

1 

Allen,  . 

.      1 

Decatur, 

.      1 

56 


92 


6 

Terms  of  sentence. 


For  life. 

For  twenty-one  years, 
For  fifteen  years. 
For  twelve  years. 
For  ten  years. 
For  nine  years, 
For  eight  years. 
For  seven  years, 
For  six  years. 


1  Amount  brought  over,  24 

3  For  five  years,  13 

2  For  four  years,  7 
1  For  three  years,  10 
5  For  three  y'rs  and  six  m'ths,  1 
1  For  two  y'rs  and  six  m'ths,     5 

3  For  two  years,  29 

4  For  one  year,  2 

4  For  one  year  and  one  day,       1 

24  92 


Nativity. 


Kentucky, 

.     19 

Amount  brought  over, 

63 

New  York, 

13 

North  Carolina, 

3 

Virginia,     . 

.     10 

Georgia, 

1 

Pennsvlvania,   . 

11 

Louisiana, 

1 

Ohio, 

.       9 

District  of  Columbia, 

1 

New  Jersey,     . 

1 

Indiana, 

10 

298 


Connecticut, 

.       1 

Germany, 

Massachusetts, . 

1 

England, 

Delaware,  , 

1 

Ireland, 

Maryland, 

2 

Scotland, 

Maine, 

1 

Poland, 

Vermont, 

1 

2 
1 
1 
1 
1 

93 


One  of  the  number  now  in  confinement  is  insane. 


Office  of  the   Indiana   State  Prison, 
Jeffersonville,  Oct.  1st,  1843. 

Morris  Morris,  Esq.., 

Auditor'  of  public  accounts: 

Sir:  The  annexed  statement  exhibits  the  fiscal  condition  of  this 
institution  on  this  day,  submitted  in  obedience  to  the  requisitions  of 
the  law  regulating  the  state  prison : 

MEANS. 

Amount  due  from  sundry  persons,  ••       $3,988  50 

Amount  of  suspense  account,  •-  ••  364  23 

Amount  of  bills  receivable,       ••  •-  409  63 


Value  of  finished  work  on  hand  in  coop- 
er shop, 1,087  50 

Value  of  raw  materials,             ••             ••  747  00 

Value  of  tools,              310  00 

Value  of  finished  work  on  hand  in  wag- 
on shop,       ••             ••             ••             ••  831  00 

Value  of  raw  materials,             ••             ••  315  00 

Value  of  tools,              -             •-             •-  227  37 

Value  of  finished  work  on  hand  in  smith 

shop,  which  includes  part  of  the  grating 

for  new  prison,         ••             ••             •■  6,089  85 

Value  of  tools  in  smith  shop,  ••  ••  400  00 
Value  of  82,000  pounds  of  iron,  purc'ed 

for  new  prison,         ••             ••             ••  3,280  00 

Value  of  coal  on  hand,              ••             •-  90  00 


1,762  36 


2,144  50 


1,373  37 


9,859  85 
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Value  of  1,500,000  bricks,         ••  ••  4,500  00 

Value  of  brick  yard  impl'ents,  oxen,  etc.,  500  00 


5,000  00 


^23,140  08 


Amount  of  work  done  on  new  prison  up  to  close  of 

season,  valued,      ••  ••  ••  •-  ••        26,600  00 

Value  of  rock  and  other  materials  on  the  ground,       ••  3,400  00 


|53,140  08 

LIABILITIES. 

Amount  due  to  sundry  persons,  ^13,400  33  of  which  is  to  the  state 

of  Indiana,  as  per  general  account,)  -•             ••     |;i8,156  58 

Means,         ••             ••             ••             ••  ••             ••     $53,140  08 

Liabilities,    -•             ••             ••             ••  ••             ••        18,156  58 

Balance  credit  side,  (general  account,)  ••             ••        34,983  50 


,f53,140  08 
Respectfully,  your  ob't  servant. 

WM.  F.  COLLUM,  Clerk  State  Prison. 


Dear  Sir:  Above  you  have  a  copy  of  the  last  report  of  Wm. 
F.  CoUum,  clerk,  on  the  part  of  the  state,  for  the  state  prison.  It 
was  not  received  in  time  for  my  annual  report  to  embrace  it.  I  send 
this  at  the  request  of  Dr.  CoUum,  who  left  this  morning. 

Respectfully  yours. 

M.  MORRIS,  A.  P.  A. 
Hon.  Jno.  S.  Simonson,  ChrrCn  Com.  on  State  Prison. 


39  H 


Doc.  No.  7  H.  R 


GOVERNOR'S    MESSAGE, 


DELIVEREn    TO    THE 


GENERAL   ASSEMBLY 


OP    THE 


STATE    OF    INDIANA, 


December  5,  1848. 


INDIANAPOLIS: 

DOWLING  AND    COLE,    STATE    PRrNTERS. 

1843. 


MESSAGE. 


Gentlemen  of  the  Senate 

and  House  of  Representatives: 

Convened  under  the  Constitution  as  the  Representatives  of  the  people, 
it  becomes  us  on  proceeding  to  the  discharge  of  our  public  duties,  to 
remember  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  Universe,  for  the  blessings  which 
have  crowned  the  year  now  drawing  to  a  close.  We  have  peace  with 
all  the  world.  Commotions  and  feuds  have  not  been  permitted  to 
disturb  the  harmony  of  the  Union.  Bountiful  crops  have  rewarded 
the  labors  of  the  husbandman.  An  unusual  degree  of  health  has  pre- 
vailed in  almost  every  part  of  the  State.  Although  the  last  few  years 
have  been  attended  with  a  depression  which  caused  all  our  interests 
to  droop  and  languish,  the  indications  that  industry  will  again  receive 
its  appropriate  reward,  are  calculated  to  inspire  hope  and  confidence. 

Since  the  last  meeting  of  the  legislature,  nothing  has  transpired 
which  has  produced  any  material  alteration  in  our  affairs,  or  which 
calls  for  any  special  legislative  interference,  beyond  the  ordinary  du- 
ties which  annually  require  consideration;  although  some  of  the  mat- 
ters that  will  claim  your  attention,  involve  considerable  difficulty. 

The  current  expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
on  the  31st  of  last  October,  were  ^90,897  00  as  shown  by  the  report  of 
the  Treasurer  of  State,  which  is  herewith  laid  before  the  legislature. 

The  Auditor  in  his  report,  herewith  submitted,  estimates  the  sum 
necessary  for  the  current  fiscal  year  at  $100,000  00. 

The  revenue  of  the  present  year,  levied  and  collected  by  law,  will 
amount  to  about  ^240,000  00.  Nearly  all  of  this  sum  will  be  paid  in 
Treasury  Notes.  It  is  not  my  wish  or  intention  to  interfere  with  the 
course  of  policy,  which  it  may  be  found  expedient  to  adopt,  after  my 
connection  with  the  government  of  the  State  shall  be  dissolved ;  but  I 
trust  I  shall  not  be  regarded  as  travelling  beyond  the  appropriate 
sphere  of  my  duties,  in  reiterating  the  recommendation  contained  in 
my  last  annual  message  against  the  re-issue  of  Treasury  Notes,  if  it 
can  possibly  be  avoided.  They  form  a  very  considerable  portion  of 
the  circulating  medium  in  many  parts  of  the  State,  passing  at  a  value 
below  par  ;  and  a  re-issue  would  inevitably  produce  their  farther  de- 
preciation, thereby  inflicting  an  additional  loss  upon  the  people  which 
they  could  illy  endure.  Throwing  these  Notes  again  into  circulation, 
is  to  require  the  people  to  again  redeem  them,  and  it  is  respectfully 
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submitted,  whether  it  would  not  be  the  better  course  to  resort  to  such 
temporary  loans  as  might  be  found  expedient  and  practicable. 

The  State  Agent  has  not  been  able  to  submit  the  report  of  his  ope- 
rations ;  but  I  am  authorized  by  him  to  say  that  the  situation  of  the 
suspended  debt  on  account  of  bonds  sold  by  the  State  remains  nearly 
as  stated  in  his  report  of  last  year.  Much  of  this  debt  is  hopeless  ; 
and  even  as  it  respects  that  portion  of  it  which  may  be  regarded  as 
capable  of  collection,  but  little  can  be  realized  from  it  at  present.  The 
Agent  states  that  he  has  succeeded  in  obtaining  $30,000,  which,  under 
a  law  ot  last  session  he  is  required  to  pay  to  certain  contractors  on 
the  public  works,  whose  claims  against  the  State  remain  unsatisfied. 

In  my  annual  message  to  the  legislature  in  December,  1841,  I  gave 
a  detailed  statement  of  the  extent  and  condition  of  the  public  debt. 
Its  amount  was  then  stated  to  be  $15,088,000.  Since  then,  no  part  of 
the  interest  upon  this  sum  has  been  paid,  except  upon  that  portion  of 
it  borrowed  for  the  establishment  of  the  State  Bank.  In  the  mean- 
lime,  however,  a  portion  of  this  debt  has  been  liquidated.  The  stock- 
holders of  the  Law'renceburgh  and  Indianapolis  Railroad  Company 
have  returned  bonds  in  lieu  of  tlie  bonds  issued  by  the  State  to  the 
Company — the  State  Agent  has  taken  up  son  e  of  the  outstanding 
bonds  in  the  adjustment  of  portions  of  the  suspended  debt — a  part  of 
the  Treasury  Notes  in  circulation,  have  been  redeemed  in  the  collec- 
tion of  the  revenue — so  that  the  State  debt  remains  not  far  different 
from  what  it  was  in  1841. 

During  the  present  year  I  have  received  two  communications  from 
foreign  holders  of  our  bonds  5  one  from  the  city  of  London — the 
other  from  Geneva,  which  are  herewith  laid  before  the  General  As- 
sembly. 

In  my  previous  messages  I  strongly  pressed  upon  the  legislature  the 
condition  of  the  public  debt,  and  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as 
might,  as  far  as  our  circumstances  would  permit,  enable  us  to  do  what 
is  just  and  right  with  regard  to  it.  It  will  require  no  exertion  to  fold 
our  arms,  and  say  that  our  liabilities  are  beyond  our  means,  and  there- 
fore we  will  not  even  make  an  effort  to  pay.  There  may  be  some 
amongst  us,  who  would  be  well  satisfied,  if  those  entrusted  with  pub- 
lic affairs  would  avoid  all  allusion  to  this  subject.  I  cannot  believe 
that  Indiana  will  openly  repudiate  her  debts  ;  but  the  same  result  can 
be  as  readily  brought  about  by  doing  nothing,  and  will  as  certainly, 
though  not  as  speedily,  secure  for  us  all  the  reproach  and  disgrace 
consequent  upon  the  direct  act.  I  know  we  cannot  now  pay  the  in- 
terest on  our  public  debt.  All  I  urge  is  that  we  should  acknowledge 
the  obligations  resting  upon  us,  and  shape  our  measures  so  as  to  apply 
all  the  available  means,  which  industry,  economy,  and  careful  manage- 
ment may  hereafter  furnish  us.  to  the  discharge  of  those  obligations.  So 
far  as  our  prosperity  is  identified  with  the  confidence  reposed  in  our 
citizens — so  far  as  our  public  men  may  promote  our  interests  in  the 
councils  of  the  nation  and  otherwise,  it  is  essential  that  the  character 
of  the  State  should  be  preserved  ;  for  if  it  be  destroyed,  we  will  find 
that  confidence  will  be  withheld,  that  all  our  influence  will  be  lost. 
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A  company  has  been  recently  organized  under  the  act  of  1 842,  pro- 
viding for  letting  the  public  works  to  companies,  with  a  view  to 
the  completion  of  the  Cross-Cut  Canal  terminating  at  Terre-Haute, 
under  very  favorble  circumstances.  I  am  not  able  to  speak  with  accura- 
cy of  the  operations  of  the  White- Water  Valley  Canal,  and  the  Madison 
and  Indianapolis  Railroad  companies.  It  is  understood,  however, 
that  the  respective  works  have  been  prosecuted  with  a  zeal  and  de- 
termination which  promise  fair  for  their  completion. 

The  continuation  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  Canal  under  the  super- 
vision of  James  Blair,  Esq.,  the  present  commissioner,  has  been  pros- 
ecuted with  as  much  rapidity  as  the  means  appropriated  to  the  work 
would  permit ;  and  it  is  now  pretty  certain  that  it  will  be  finished  to 
Terre-Haute  fully  as  soon  as  was  at  first  anticipated.  The  report  of 
the  commissioner  is  herewith  laid  before  the  Legislature,  and  exhibits 
the  extent  of  his  operations  and  expenditures. 

The  State  of  Indiana  was  authorized  by  an  act  of  Congress  to  se- 
lect lands  equal  to  the  quantity  covered  by  Indian  reservations  on 
the  lands  selected  on  account  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  east  of 
Tippecanoe  river.  This  duty  was  performed  during  the  past  summer 
by  Messrs.  Sigler  and  Murray,  who  were  appointed  for  that  purpose. 
It  was  found  that  of  the  lands  selected  for  the  canal  west  of  Tip- 
pecanoe, a  considerable  quantity  was  taken  from  the  State  by  pre- 
emption claims.  It  was  also  signified  to  the  Executive  that  the  origi- 
nal selections  for  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  were  made  on  the  as- 
sumption that  the  canal  followed  a  straight  line;  whereas  by]taking  the 
actual  length  of  the  canal  as  located,  for  the  basis  of  the  selections,  the 
State  would  be  entitled  to  an  additional  quantity  of  land.  The  above 
named  agents  in  obedience  to  instructions,  selected  lands  in  lieu  of 
those  covered  by  preemption  rights,  and  at  the  same  time  additional 
lands  to  supply  the  deficiency  arising  from  the  alleged  error  in  taking 
a  direct  line  as  the  foundation  of  the  previous  selections.  This  lat- 
ter claim  has  been  submitted  to  the  action  of  the  appropriate  depart- 
ment at  Washington  City,  and  will  probably  be  determined  during 
the  present  winter. 

It  may  be  proper  to  mention,  that  by  the  act  of  1842,  authorizing 
the  continuation  of  the  public  works  by  companies,  provision  was 
made  for  disposing  of  all  or  any  part  of  said  works  to  individuals  or 
companies,  for  the  bonds  which  had  been  issued  by  the  State.  It  was 
also  required  that  publication  of  the  object  of  said  act  should  be  made 
for  thirty  days  in  the  Journal  of  Commerce,  published  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  which  requisition  was  immediately  complied  with  by  the 
Executive.  The  hope  was  entertained  by  some,  that  as  the  bonds 
were  greatly  depreciated,  and  the  State  had  agreed  to  receive  them  at 
their  face,  that  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  the  public  debt  would  in 
this  way  be  liquidated.  But  there  have  been  as  yet  no  propositions 
submitted  ibr  the  return  of  our  bonds  in  this  mode,  and  we  cannot 
reasonably  expect  any  relief  from  this  provision  of  the  above  named 
act. 

The  State  Bank  of  Indiana  still  maintains  her  credit,  and  with  the 
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improvement  of  the  times  will  be  able  to  resume  her  usefulness.  The 
question  no  longer  admits  of  a  doubt  that  this  institution,  under  the 
same  prudent  management  xvhich  has  sustained  it  thus  fai',  will  sur- 
vive the  difficulties  and  embarrassments  which  have  involved  so  many 
similar  institutions  in  ruin. 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  general  condition  of  the  affairs  of 
the  bank,  as  shown  on  the  31st  of  last  October. 

MEANS. 

Discounted  notes  and  Bills  of  Exchange,  ^2,640,695  25 

Balances  due  from,  and  notes  of  other  Banks,  427,437  74 

Balances  between,  and  notes  of  other  Branches,  159,516  48 

Specie,  969,306  84 

Other  sources,  925,196  11 


$5,122,142  42 


LIABILITIES. 

Notes  in  circulation. 

Notes  in  other  Branches, 

Individual  deposites, 

Balances  due  other  Banks, 

Balances  between  Branches, 

School  fund  tax, 

Suspended  interest  and  other  items, 


Remainder,  being  am't  of  State  and  individual 
stock,  and  profits  thereon. 


^2,115,225 

50 

120,540 

00 

200,248 

93 

38,632 

83 

43,248 

44 

14,228 

64 

29,367 

50 

|2,561,501 

84 

2,560,640 

58 

$   5,122,142 

42 

By  this  exhibit  the  following  changes  have  taken  place  in  the 
amounts  of  her  circulation  and  specie,  since  the  statement  presented 
in  my  last  annual  message  : 

Nett  circulation  on  October  31,  1843,  $2,115,225 

Nett  circulation  on  October  31,   1842,  1,732,518 


Increase  of  circulation  in  the  last  twelve  months,  $382,707 

Specie  on  October  31,  1843,  $969,306   84 

Specie  on  October  31,   1842,  799,047  96 


Increase  of  specice  in  the  last  twelve  months,  |(  170,258  88 
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The  exhibit  of  means  as  above,  are,  $5,122,142  42 

All  her  liabilities,  other  than  to  the  stock- 
holders, are,  2,561,501   82 


The  remaining  stock  of  the  State,  is,  $880,000  00 

Saline  and  Bank  tax  stock,  5,716  27 

Individual  and  county  stock,  1,252,455  98 


$2         172  25 
Leaving  an  excess  of  profits,  for  meeting  .138' 

losses,  and  for  dividends,  329  58 

The  new  State  prison,  commenced  in  1841,  is  progressing  rapidly 
towards  completion  ;  and  if  the  policy  of  the  last  two  years  should  be 
continued  the  cause  for  reproach  so  long  and  justly  resting  on  this 
part  of  our  criminal  jurisprudence  will  be  removed.  The  report  of 
the  visiter  of  the  State  prison,  now  laid  before  you,  shows  the  condi- 
tion of  the  present  prison,  and  the  number  and  management  of  the 
prisoners,  and  is  satisfactory  as  to  the  government  of  that  institution, 
taking  into  consideration  the  obstacles  in  the  way  of  enforcing  the 
proper  discipline. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  legislature  an  act  was  passed  directing  the 
Governor  to  collect  information  respecting  a  lunatic  asylum,  and  to 
lay  the  same  before  the  legislature  at  its  present  session.  This  duty 
has  been  attended  to,  and  the  documents  and  information  which  have 
been  collected  are  in  the  possession  of  I.  P.  Smith,  Esq.,  who  is  pre- 
paring plans  and  specifications  in  relation  to  an  asylum  which  will  be 
ready  to  be  laid  before  the  legislature  in  the  course  of  a  few  days. 

In  my  last  annual  message  I  made  an  earnest  appeal  to  the  legisla- 
ture on  the  subject  of  common  schools,  and  more  particularly  in  rela- 
tion to  the  condition  of  the  funds  set  apart  for  the  purposes  of  educa- 
tion. Although  the  facts  drawn  out  by  an  irregular  investigation 
were  imperfect  as  to  the  details,  still  enough  was  elicited  to  satisfy 
every  one  that  our  school  funds  were  not  producing  the  fruits  which 
we  had  a  right  to  expect,  but  were  in  danger  in  many  cases  of  being 
irretrievably  lost.  Eftbrts  were  then  made  by  appropriate  enactments 
to  secure  a  strict  accountability  on  the  part  of  the  officers  entrusted 
with  those  funds  ;  and  there  can  be  little  doubt,  that  if  those  enact- 
ments should  be  faithfully  adhered  to,  and  carried  out,  that  the  various 
education  funds  will  be  rendered  much  more  secure  and  productive, 
and  the  facilities  of  ascertaining  information  respecting  them  will  be 
such  that  the  legislature  can,  at  any  time,  be  fully  advised  of  their 
amount,  condition,  and  productiveness,  and  be  prepared  at  all  times 
to  legislate  on  the  subject  of  education.  It  may  be  that  the  strict  provi- 
sions, which  have  been  recently  adopted,  by  their  tendency  to  develope 
defalcations,  have  excited  opposition  on  the  part  of  those  who  are  not 
prepared  to  encounter  a  rigid  investigation  ;  still  it  is  confidently 
trusted  that  the  legislature  will  never  lose  sight  of  the  importance  of 
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strictly  guarding  this  sacred  fund,  and  providing  suitably  for  its  appli- 
cation to  the  objects  for  which  it  is  intended. 

The  cause  of  education  in  the  higher  institutions  of  learning,  from 
the  information  I  have  been  able  to  acquire,  has  at  no  time  in  this 
State,  appeared  to  be  more  flourishing  than  at  the  present.  It  is  a 
source  of  much  gratification  to  witness  their  success  and  prosperity  ; 
for  those  trained  in  these  schools  are  to  exercise  a  most  important 
influence  on  the  destinies  of  our  State. 

The  propriety  of  making  some  provision  for  the  education  of  the 
deaf  and  dumb  has  been  frequently  urged  on  the  consideration  of  pre- 
ceding legislatures.  At  the  last  session  an  act  was  passed  author- 
izino-  the  collection  of  a  tax  of  two  mflls  on  the  hundred  dollars 
of  taxable  property  to  be  applied  to  this  object.  During  the  present 
year  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willard,  themselves  mutes,  and  recommended  as 
highly  competent  teachers,  have  opened  an  institution  in  Indianapolis 
for  the  instruction  of  the  deaf  and  dumb.  They  have  now  thirteen 
pupils  under  their  care.  They  have  had  a  number  of  applications  on 
behalf  of  others,  whose  parents  are  unable  to  support  them  at  the  in- 
stitution. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willard  are  at  present  teaching  without  any 
compensation,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  what  may  be  accomplished 
in  the  instruction  of  those  who  are  denied  hearing  and  speech.  Fre- 
quent opportunities  will  be  presented  to  the  members  of  the  legislature 
of  witnessing  the  course  adopted  and  the  progress  made  in  the  instruc- 
tion of  these  pupils  ;  and  it  is  presumed  that  these  exhibitions  will 
plead  more  eloquently  for  the  unfortunate  mute  than  any  thing  which 
1  can  urge  upon  your  attention.  I  cannot,  however,  let  this  occasion 
pass  without  asking  on  their  behalf  that  the  legislature  will  make  suit- 
able provision  for  this  institution,  and  for  affording  the  means  of  in- 
struction to  all  who  may  be  presented,  whether  they  may  or  may  not 
be  able  to  pay  for  that  instruction. 

It  is  well  known  that  there  has  been  no  general  organization  of  the 
militia  of  this  State  for  a  number  of  years.  This  has  been  brought 
about,  not  so  much  by  any  defect  in  the  laws  as  by  ageneral  abandonment 
by  common  consent  of  the  entire  military  system.  The  last  returns  pos- 
sessed by  the  Adjutant  General  were  made  in  the  year  1832.  Upon 
these  returns  we  have  been  ever  since  drawing  our  share  of  the  pub- 
lic arms,  although  the  increase  of  the  militia  of  this  State  would  no 
doubt  entifle  us  to  nearly  double  the  amount  which  is  received  under 
the  present  arrangement.     To  remedy  this  difficulty,  the  Adjutant 

General  by  an  act,  approved -,  1843,  v;as  required  to  forward  to 

the  proper  department  at  Washington,  the  number  of  taxable  polls  in 
the  year  1842,  as  evidence  of  the  effective  Militia  of  Indiana.  The 
Adjutant  General  has  performed  this  duty,  and  has  received  a  reply, 
stating  that  the  list  furnished  is  not  such  a  return  as  will  justify  the 
distribution  of  a  greater  quantity  of  arms  than  has  been  made  since  the 
returns  of  1832.  It  is  well  worth  the  attention  of  the  legislature  to 
adopt  measures  which  will  prevent  the  State  from  being  deprived  of 
her  just  share  of  the  public  arms  distributed  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment to  the  several  States. 
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The  Revised  Statutes  enacted  at  the  last  session  of  the  General  As- 
sembly, will  soon  be  ready  for  delivery.  It  was  expected  that  the 
printing  would  have  been  completed  before  this  time  ;  but  a  consider- 
able amount  of  public  printing  had  to  be  done  before  the  Statutes  could 
be  commenced,  and  it  was  soon  discovered  that  if  they  were  carried 
through  the  press  with  the  rapidity  which  would  ensure  their  delivery 
at  an  early  day,  innumerable  mistakes  and  errors  would  occur,  which 
would  greatly  detract  from  the  value  of  the  work.  Hence  it  was  con- 
cluded that  the  increased  accuracy  which  would  be  secured  by  the 
delay  of  a  few  weeks  would  more  than  counterbalance  any  inconven- 
ience which  might  be  experienced  in  consequence  of  such  delay. 

The  last  five  years  constitute  an  eventful  period  in  the  history  of 
our  State.  The  trade  and  business  of  the  whole  country  have  been 
interrupted,  credit  has  been  destroyed,  and  a  great  number  of  the 
most  active  and  enterprising  of  our  citizens  have  sunk  beneath  the 
pressure  of  the  times.  The  system  of  state  improvements,  from 
which  so  much  was  anticipated,  has  failed,  involving  the  State  in  a 
debt  beyond  her  immediate  resources.  At  present,  however,  we  have 
assurances  of  reviving  hope  and  confidence,  which  indicate  clearly 
that  the  worst  is  past.  There  is  an  evident  upward  tendency  in  pri- 
ces, and  a  briskness  of  demand  for  our  surplus  productions,  from  which 
we  may  augur  the  return  of  a  prosperous  business.  In  looking,  how- 
ever, to  the  future,  we  nmst  not  Ibrget  the  past.  Excesses  have  been 
committed.  Eflbrts  to  grow  rich  by  new  and  untried  schemes  and 
projects  were  too  common,  and  have  been  followed  by  the  inevitable 
consequences  of  wild  and  reckless  speculation.  All  that  we  value — 
all  that  tends  to  our  prosperity  and  enjoyment,  is  the  creation  of  in- 
dustry. Nature  may  be  lavish  of  her  bounties — we  may  have  a  fruit- 
ful soil  and  genial  seasons,  yet  they  are  of  no  benefit  to  us,  unless  they 
have  been  compelled  to  contribute  to  our  comfort  and  happiness  by 
the  expenditure  of  labor.  The  wealth  of  a  country  is  increased  in  pro- 
portion to  its  ihdustry  and  economy.  Capital  may  be  enlarged,  nom- 
inally, without  adding  to  our  real  wealth;  or  may  be  employed  in 
pursuits  which  promise  much,  and  which  may  occasionally  add  to  the 
fortunes  of  single  individuals,  but  not  resting  on  the  basis  of  produc- 
tive employment,  invariably  yield  in  the  end  a  distressful  harvest  of 
ruined  hopes  and  prospects  to  the  great  body  of  the  community. 

And  first  among  those  pursuits  on  which  the  citizens  of  our  State 
are  to  rely  for  substantial  wealth,  we  must  reckon  the  cultivation  of 
the  soil.  Steady  markets,  uniform  prices,  and  a  sound  currency  are  es- 
sential, however,  at  all  times  to  agricultural  prosperity.  To  obtain 
these  we  must  mainly  depend  upon  our  own  government.  If  we 
would  have  valuable  markets,  we  must  create  them  ;  if  we  would  se- 
cure pjices  which  will  return  a  fair  profit,  and  protect  us  from  the 
evils  of  a  fluctuating  trade  and  commerce,  we  must  have  a  steady 
demand,  the  limits  of  which  can  at  all  times  be  estimated.  We  must 
give  protection  to  our  own  industry.  By  protection,  I  niean  the  adop- 
tion of  that  policy  which  will  encourage  and  sustain  those  branches  of 
business  bv  which  our  productions  will  be  consumed,  furnishing  a 
41  H 
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suitable  return  to  the  producer.  Have  we  a  foreign  market  for  our 
surplus  on  which  we  can  at  all  times  rely  ?  The  restrictions  of  for- 
eign nations  are  intended  to  bear  heavily  on  many  of  our  most  valua- 
ble agricultural  products.  The  question  of  protection  is  sometimes 
stated  as  if  it  were  in  the  nature  of  a  privilege  to  one  class  at  the  ex- 
pense of  another.  It  does  not  follow  that  this  is  the  case  because  our 
farm  productions  cannot  be  aftected  in  the  home  market  by  foreign 
competition.  If  the  direct  protection  of  other  interests  results  in  the 
establishment  of  a  home  market,  it  is  as  directly  beneficial  to  the  agri- 
culturist as  if  it  sprang  from  legislative  provisions  directed  solely  to 
his  interests.  Exclusive  advantages  not  benefiting  others  are  not  to 
be  tolerated  ;  but  we  must  not  forget  to  distinguish  that  protection 
which  necessarily  includes  partial  evils  as  the  effect  of  a  compromise 
to  secure  a  greater  average  amount  of  good,  from  those  enactments 
which  do  not  secure  any  such  desirable  results  and  do  not  exclude 
still  greater  evils.  Our  true  policy,  in  view  of  the  restrictions  of  other 
nations,  is  to  render  ourselves  independent  of  the  pauper  labor  and 
workshops  of  Europe. 

There  is  another  matter  intimately  connected  with  our  prosperity. 
J  allude  to  the  currency.  A  purely  hard  currency,  as  a  political  ques- 
tion, may  be  made  instrumental  in  propitiating  prejudices  which  exist 
to  some  extent  in  every  community  ;  but  when  we  look  at  the  diver- 
sified relations  of  the  whole  country — the  distant  points  which  are 
connected  in  trade  and  commerce — and  the  inconvenience  and  cer- 
tain loss  to  which  we  are  subjected  by  an  unequal  currency,  or  a  cur- 
rency almost  as  difficult  of  transmission  considering  all  risks  as  our 
own  articles  of  trade,  the  necessity  of  a  circulating  medium,  by  which 
we  shall  be  enabled  to  secure  exchanges  at  fair  and  reasonable  rates, 
in  connection  with  a  currency  which  shall  be  at  par  in  all  parts  of  the 
Union,  and  readily  convertible  into  gold  and  silver,  is  obvious.  The 
business  of  this  country  never  was  more  healthy,  credit  never  more 
sound  than  when  our  main  reliance  was  on  such  a  currency,  and  we 
must  believe  that  a  return  to  it  will  produce  similar  results. 

To  day  closes  my  connection  with  the  government  of  the  State  of  Indi- 
ana. The  situation  which  I  have  occupied  has  been  one  not  only  of 
responsibility,  but  of  difficulty.  It  has  been  my  endeavor  to  perform 
the  various  duties  which  devolved  upon  me  in  such  a  manner  as  to  re- 
dound to  the  benefit  of  the  State.  In  my  recommendations  to  the  legis- 
lature, I  have  zealously  urged  the  promotion  of  the  great  interests  of  edu- 
cation— the  cherishingof  those  institutions  which  are  regarded  as  essen- 
tial to  civilized  life — the  just  relief  of  the  people  so  far  as  it  could  be 
secured  by  proper  legislation — a  careful  and  frugal  economy — a  strict 
accountability  of  all  public  officers,  with  a  view  to  avoid  all  wasteful 
expenditure  of  the  public  moneys — and  a  rigid  investigation  of  the  ac- 
counts and  proceedings  of  those  connected  with  our  public  works  ; 
and  again  and  again  have  I  urged  the  absolute  necessity  of  refraining 
from  all  measures  which  might  tarnish  the  reputation  of  our  State  in 
reference  to  our  public  debt — ]  have  endeavored  in  all  my  duties  to 
avoid  the  prostitution  of  my  office  to  mere  partisan  purposes  ;  for  I  care 
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not  what  a  man's  capacity  orqualifications,  for  the  office  which  he  holds 
may  be,  he  can  never  be  in  the  legitimate  exercise  of  his  duties  when 
he  forgets  that  such  office  is  held  for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  not  to 
aid  a  mere  party — and  when  the  latter  course  is  taken  the  pub- 
lic interests  are  sure  to  suffer.  I  may  have  erred  ;  such  is  the  lot 
of  human  nature.  Instances  may  have  occured  in  which  I  have  been 
subjected  to  censure.  As  to  these,  I  have  only  to  say  that  acting 
from  the  lights  before  me,  I  supposed  I  was  doing  right.  I  could  not 
always  see  what  others  were  able  to  discover  after  the  act  was  perform- 
ed, and  by  which  they  were  enabled  to  form  a  different,  and  in  all 
probability,  a  more  correct  opinion,  and  thus  censure  has  been  bestowed 
on  me  for  not  discerning  what  was,  at  the  time,  beyond  the  reach  of  my 
vision.  I  retire  to  a  private  station  in  society  without  personal  regret 
at  the  decision  which  places  me  there  ;  carrying  with  me  the  con- 
sciousness of  having  endeavored  to  do  my  duty.  I  shall  always  feel 
a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  State  of  Indiana, 
and  no  one  will  more  regret  than  myself  anything  which  may  fasten 
a  lasting  stain  upon  her  character.  That  your  deliberations  may  be 
characterized  by  wisdom  and  moderation,  and  promote  the  common  wel- 
fare, add  to  the  happiness  of  the  people,  secure  their  prosperity, 
and  tend  to  the  perpetuation  of  our  beloved  institutions,  is  my  sincere 
prayer,  at  the  close  of  my  official  duties. 

Executive  Chamber,  )  SAMUEL  BIGGER. 


December  5th,  1843 
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ADDRESS. 


Fellow  Citizens: 

In  conforming  on  the  present,  occasion  with  a  usage  sanc- 
tioned by  revered  examples  in  the  history  of  our  country,  of  at- 
tempting the  expression  of  my  thanks  for  the  distinguished  proof  of 
confidence  with  which  I  have  been  honored,  language  is  too  feeble  to 
convey  tlie  emotions  of  my  heart. 

But'if  words  are  powerless  for  this  object,  where  shall  I  find  terms 
adequately  expressive  of  my  sense  of  the  honor  conferred  and  of 
the  weighty  responsibility  imposed,  heightened  as  they  are,  by  the 
unexampled  embarrassment  and  difficulties,  in  which  the  affairs  of 
our  beloved  State  are  at  present  involved? 

Conscious  that  the  duties  of  the  station  assigned  to  me  are  far 
above  my  talents,  I  should  wholly  despair  of  their  successful  accom- 
plishment, did  I  not  feel,  that,  next  to  the  protecting  care  of  Provi- 
dence, I  can  best  repose  in  the  wisdom,  patriotism,  and  zeal  of  the 
other  public  functionaries  provided  by  the  Constitution  and  the  laws, 
here  and  throughout  the  State,  for  an  efficient  aid  and  guidance,  in 
our  joint  efforts  for  the  common  welfare. 

Not  having  yet  entered  upon  the  functions  confided  to  me — with- 
out access  to  the  fiscal,  or  other  archives  of  the  State — and  the  regU' 
lar  message,  enjoined  by  the  Constitution,  having  already  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  present  Legislature  by  my  predecessor,  it  is,  at  this 
time,  beyond  my  power  satisfactorily  to  exhibit,  as  indeed  it  would 
be  regarded  inappropriate  now  to  submit,  specific  recommendations 
for  co-ordinate  action. 

As  the  powers  delegated  to  the  Executive,  however,  are  calculated 
to  affect  interests  of  vital  importance  to  the  whole  people,  I  may  be 
permitted,  before  entering  upon  their  exercise,  to  give  a  brief  view 
of  some  general  principles,  which  in  my  judgment,  lie  at  the  founda- 
tion of  our  prosperity,  and  should  regulate  the  administration  of  our 
public  affairs. 

Our  State,  in  common  with  the  rest  of  the  Union,  and  especially 
of  the  western  portion  of  it,  is  experiencing  the  distress  and  embar- 
rassment consequent  upon  a  system  of  over-banking,  and  its  natural 
progeny,  over-trading  and  deceptive  speculation.  The  wealth  of  a 
community,  consisting  essentially  in  property,  of  which  the  currency 
is  but  the  representative,  it  is  evident,  that  an  undue  increase  of  the 
latter  by  means  of  a  paper  circulation,  while  it  enhances  the  nominal 
price  of  the  former,  does  not  really  increase  its  substantial  value. — 
The  tendency  of  this  state  of  things,  is  to  relax  the  hand  of  industry 
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by  creating  false  notions  of  wealth,  and  to  tempt  to  sudden  acquisi- 
tions, by  means  as  delusive  in  their  results,  as  they  are  contrary  to  a 
primary  law  of  the  Author  of  our  being. 

Thus,  the  real  Mealth  of  a  community  is  m  fact  diminished  in  pro- 
portion to  the  fictitious  wealth  occasioned  by  every  undue  mcrease 
of  an  artificial  currency.  These  extremes,  by  their  reciprocal  ac- 
tion, continue  to  diverge,  until  the  violated  laws  of  production,  cur- 
rency, and  trade,  are  vindicated  by  a  re-action,  ending  in  extensive 
ruin  and  distress. 

The  remedy  proposed  by  some  in  such  emergencies,  is  an  increase 
of  bank  paper,  one,  at  least,  of  the  original  causes  of  the  evil.  But, 
it  is  evident,  that  this  could  but  temporarily  alleviate  the  disease,  and 
would  itself  be  the  potent  cause  of  its  speedy  return,  in  a  shape  still 
more  aggravated  and  frightful.  A  few  may  have  derived  advantage 
from  such  a  condition  of  affairs,  by  withdrawing  themselves  from  the 
vortex  of  speculation  at  a  fortunate  moment.  But  the  gains  of  even 
such,  are  as  surely  the  losses  of  others  ;  and  we  now  have  melancholy 
proof,  notwithstanding  the  contrary  assurances  of  its  friends,  that 
such  a  system  cannot  but  prove  disastrous  to  the  community  as  a 
whole.  But  disappointment  is  not  the  only  evil  consequence  of  a 
failure  of  deceptive  plans  of  relief.  They  serve,  by  encouraging 
false  hopes,  to  withdraw  attention  from  what  is  really  feasible.  They 
tend  to  relax  individual  exertion.  Nor  are  the  consequences  referred 
to,  the  worst  evils  found  in  the  train  of  false  credit,  and  reckless  spec, 
ulation.  They  are  followed  by  violated  faith,  want  of  confidence- 
immorality,  and  crime.  As  lovers  of  good  order,  and  as  patriots,  jeal- 
ous of  our  good  name  at  home  and  abroad,  we  should  unitedly  task 
our  best  energies  for  a  remedy  for  the  past,  and  a  preventive  for  the 
future.  Notwithstanding  the  late  signal  failure  to  secure  a  promised 
return  of  prosperity,  and  while  other  projects  as  specious  as  they  are 
unsound,  are,  and  doubtless  will  continue  to  be  plausibly,  and  even 
earnestly  recommended,  there  remains  a  remedy, — plain,  obvious, 
reliable,  and  within  the  reach  of  all. 

Our  consumption  having  exceeded  our  income,  the  balance  must 
be  restored  by  a  corresponding  excess  of  our  receipts  over  our  expen- 
ses. We  have  been  lured  to  the  embrace  of  debt  under  theflatt  ering 
guise  of  credit,  and  we  can  only  be  extricated  by  the  joint  aid  of  in- 
dustry and  economy.  We  should  again  seek  the  ancient  land  marks 
of  frugality  and  republican  simplicity  from  which  too  many  have 
unwittingly  strayed. 

Labor  is  the  prime  source  of  wealth  in  a  State.  No  community 
can  prosper  without  it.  Commerce  and  trade,  the  business  of  which 
is  only  to  exchange  the  products  of  the  industry  of  one  place  for 
those  of  another,  highly  advantageous  as  thej^'  are  to  a  community, 
cannot  exist  without  the  life-sustaining  breath  of  labor.  All  callings, 
therefore,  governed  by  a  provident  forecast,  and  a  wise  estimate  of 
their  truest  interests,  owe  to  it  their  countenance  and  respect. 

It  is  gratifying  to  see  from  recent  indications,  that  these  opinions 
are  gaining  ground  in   unexpected  quarters.     This  should  serve  as  an 
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encouragement  to  the  advocates  of  Truth  under  adverse  circum- 
stances, proving,  as  it  does,  that  sooner  or  later,  her  rights  will  be 
vindicated,  and  her  supremacy  acknowledged. 

Our  position,  soil,  and  climate,  as  well  as  the  habits  of  our  people, 
all  point  to  that  branch  of  labor  which  is  devoted  to  agriculture,  as 
our  chief  reliance  for  lasting  wealth,  and  returning  prosperity.  This 
calling  should  rank  with  us,  the  first  in  respectability,  as  it  unquestion- 
ably is  the  first  in  importance.  The  principal,  and  indeed  almost  the 
only  assistance,  which  can  be  rendered  to  this  vital  interest,  the  re- 
moval of  indirect  impositions,  the  more  dangerous  and  oppressive,  be- 
cnuse  unseen  and  stealthy  in  their  operation,  is  beyond  the  reach  of 
State  legislation.  Still,  something  could  perhaps  be  done  by  encour- 
aging individual  effort  for  improvement  in  the  various  branches  of 
husbandry,  and  by  providing  for  the  procurement  and  diffusion  of  re- 
cent and  useful  intelligence  upon  this  subject  throughout  the  entire 
community.  The  improvements  already  made  in  this  department  of 
industry,  by  the  unaided  enterprise  of  some  of  our  citizens,  highly 
gratifying  as  they  are,  it  is  hoped  are  but  an  earnest  of  what  may  yet 
be  done,  when  the  hand  of  labor  is  unshackled  and  when  individual 
emulation  is  excited  by  suitable  examples. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  a  growing  distaste  exists  in  too  many  quar- 
ters against  this  nursery  of  virtue — this  surest  guarantee  of  comfort 
and  independence — this  sheet  anchor  of  our  common  prosperity,  as 
exhibited  in  the  increasing  numbers  of  our  youth  who  are  crowding  the 
other  professions  to  seek  a  livelihood  on  the  accidents  of  human  life. 

The  failure  of  the  State  to  meet  its  indebtedness,  has  proceeded  not 
from  any  want  of  an  inclination  to  preserve  the  public  faith — not  from 
the  absence  of  a  strong  desire  to  satisfy  all  just  claims  against  it,  but 
from  what  is  obvious  on  the  slightest  reflection,  an  absolute  inability, 
a  want  of  physical  means  to  accomplish  the  object.  As  an  earnest  of 
our  intentions  in  this  respect,  our  citizens  have  steadily  borne,  for 
several  years  past,  and  during  a  period  of  great  depression,  the  impo- 
sition of  heavy  taxes  not  only  to  meet  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the 
State,  but  for  the  gradual  absorption  of  our  large  domestic  debt  exist- 
ing mostly  in  the  shape  of  current  treasury  notes.  These  taxes  are 
already  as  onerous  as  can  well  be  sustained,  and  a  further  addition 
would  tend  to  defeat  its  own  object  by  paralyzing  industry,  and  dis- 
couraging immigration.  The  payment  of  the  interest  alone  on  the 
state  debt  therefore  it  is  conceded  on  all  hands,  is  beyond  our  power 
to  accomplish  by  direct  taxation. 

Plans  professing  to  look  beyond  our  own  limits  and  resources  for 
relief,  have  been  proposed,  which,  aside  from  their  questionable  con- 
stitutionality, an  examination  into  all  their  bearings  and  consequences, 
will  demonstrate  to  be  as  delusive  in  the  end,  as  they  are  specious  in 
appearance.  The  slightest  reflection  will  satisfy  t\ny  intelligent  mind 
that  no  relief  can  be  expected  from  other  quarters,  without  a  full 
equivalent  direct  or  indirect  in  return.  It  is  susceptible  of  proof,  that 
the  original  debt,  so  far  from   being  lessened  in  the  operation,  would 
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at  last  be  paid  by  the  State  ( if  that  indeed  were  practicable )  with 
heavy  additions. 

It  will  be  remembered,  that  among  the  causes  which  have  led  to  my 
elevation  to  the  office  of  Chief  Magistrate  of  Indiana,  assurances  on 
my  part  of  relief  through  my  instrumentality,  have  not  found  a  place, 
and  it  would  be  unjust  to  excite  in  the  mind  of  the  public  creditor,  or 
of  the  citizen,  any  false  or  delusive  hope.  Next  to  the  discharge  of 
our  obligations,  our  duty  should  be  to  give  a  frank  and  explicit  state- 
ment of  our  actual  condition.  It  is  my  anxious  wish,  as  I  doubt  not 
it  is  the  ardent  desire  of  every  citizen  who  regards  the  character  of 
his  country,  to  use  every  practicable  exertion  to  meet  all  just  demands 
against  it,  and  I  still  cherish  the  hope,  that  with  slowly  returning  pros- 
perity, an  arrangement  may  yet  be  made  touching  all  claims  that  are 
just  and  equitable,  and  comporting  with  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the 
State.  I  shall  be  ready  to  co-operate  with  the  legislature  of  the  State 
in  whatever  may  be  found  practicable  for  the  attainment  of  this  desir- 
able object. 

For  reasons  already  advanced,  I  defer  to  a  fitter  occasion,  the  ex- 
pression of  my  views  more  fully  on  this  momentous  subject,  matured 
as  I  trust  they  may  be,  by  a  careful  examination  of  it,  after  my  official 
position  shall  have  given  me  ample  access  to  the  records  of  the  several 
departments  of  the  government,  and  made  it  my  constitutional  duty 
to  bestow  an  undivided  and  faithful  attention  to  every  subject  that 
shall  come  within  the  range  of  executive  action. 

It  may  be  added,  that  should  our  hopes  of  relief  be  postponed,  and 
all  plans  for  our  extrication  fail  of  the  effect  which  every  lover  of  his 
country  so  ardently  desires,  yet  those,  whose  official  position  has  not 
enabled  them  to  recommend  any  scheme  of  relief  whatever,  calling 
for  the  action  of  our  State  Councils,  and  whose  administration  of  our 
financial  affairs  has  not,  to  some  extent  at  least,  been  crowned  with 
the  desired  success,  those,  I  repeat,  will  best  know  how  to  rebuke  an 
illiberal  spirit  of  criticism. 

It  would  be  useless  now  to  go  into  an  examination  of  the  misman- 
agement of  some  of  our  public  agents  in  the  negotiation  of  loans  by 
which  nearly  four  millions  of  our  bonds  were  disposed  of  without 
first  requiring  their  full  value  in  hand  as  enjoined  by  law. 

Had  this  sum  been  faithfully  received,  and  judiciously  applied  to- 
wards the  construction  of  some  of  the  more  important  of  our  public 
works,  the  profits  thence  arising  would  have  sensibly  relieved  our  bur- 
dens. 

But  while  this  state  of  things  is  reluctantly  acknowledged  and  de- 
plored, it  should  at  least  serve  to  remind  us  of  a  remaining  duty,  yet 
clearly  within  our  power;  the  observance  of  a  rigid  and  systematic 
economy  in  every  de})artment  of  the  state  government.  We  should 
in  this  respect,  imitate  the  same  frugality  which  stern  necessity  has 
imposed  upon  the  great  mass  of  our  suffering  fellow  citizens. 

The  true  principles  of  economy  in  the  administration  of  public  af- 
fairs, are  essentially  the  same  as  those  wliich  obtain  in  individual 
transactions.     No  expenditure  should  be  incurred  for  official  services, 
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or  otherwise  unless  found  necessary,  or  useful,  and  then  at  the  low- 
est amount  compatible  with  full  and  intrinsic  value  and  ample  abili- 
ty of  performance.  Tested  by  this  rule  all  unnecessary  offices,  if 
any  are  found  to  exist,  should  be  abolished.  The  public  service  should 
in  all  cases  not  prohibited  by  the  constitution,  be  confided  to  as  few 
hands  as  may  consist  with  its  prompt  and  efficient  performance,  and 
public  officers  should  be4i€ld  to  the  strictest  accountability. 

Excessive  legislation  is  an  evil.  The  increased  burdens  thereby 
imposed  upon  the  treasury,  is  but  one  of  the  evils  growing  out  of  it. 
The  laws  by  frequent  changes  become  complex,  vague,  and  uncer- 
tain. This  unfits  them  in  a  great  measure,  from  being  a  known  and 
safe  rule  of  action  in  a  community. 

It  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  welfare  of  the  people,  that 
the  laws  should  be  generally  known,  and  well  understood.  For  this 
purpose  they  should  be  maturely  considered  in  their  inception,  and 
be  fully  tested  by  time  and  experience.  This  would  tend  greatly  to 
insure  harmony  and  certainty  in  their  execution,  and  check  a  fruitful 
source  of  litigation,  which  tends  to  foment  evil  passions,  to  excite  so- 
cial discord,  and  operates  as  a  heavy  tax  on  the  community.  So 
strongly  impressed  have  many  been  with  these  evil  consequences, 
that  the  constitutions  of  several  of  our  sister  states  provide  for  but 
one  session  of  the  legislature  in  every  two  years,  unless  in  cases  of 
unforseen  emergency.  No  small  number  of  our  own  citizens  have 
regretted  that  a  similar  provision  is  not  found  in  the  constitution  of 
this  State.  Without  discussing  the  correctness  of  this  opinion,  which 
would  be  as  useless  as  it  is  inappropriate,  it  may  be  remarked  that 
the  evils  alleged  against  annual  sessions  by  its  opponents,  might,  in  a 
great  measure,  be  avoided  by  limiting  the  sessions  to  the  shortest  pe- 
riod actually  necessary  for  the  discharge  of  the  public  business.  This 
remark,  however  is  not  intended  to  prevent  a  thorough  scrutiny  into 
the  conduct  of  public  servants,  required  alike  as  an  act  of  justice  to 
them,  as  well  as  to  the  people. 

I  cannot,  on  this  occasion,  suffer  the  subject  of  education  to  pass 
without  some  notice.  It  is  a  fruitful  theme,  and  has  not  failed  to  oc- 
cupy a  very  large  space,  often,  however,  too  much  upon  paper.  It  is 
to  be  acknowledged  too,  that  much  has  been  done,  as  well  as  said  and 
written  upon  this  subject;  but  an  immense  field  yet  remains,  with  but 
here  and  there  a  solitary  laborer.  I  should  be  most  happy,  if  by  an 
appeal  to  the  country,  I  could  arouse  it  to  a  just  sense  of  the  magni- 
tude and  importance  of  the  subject,  and  excite  it  to  a  corresponding 
action.  Encouraging  advances  have  already  been  made  in  preparing 
and  maturing  our  system,  and  he  who  would  propose  to  revolution- 
ize it,  whould  propose  a  measure  of  very  doubtful  utility.  The  ac- 
tion in  favor  of  education,  to  be  effectual  and  lasting,  must  be  a  com- 
bined action  of  the  legislature  and  of  public  sentiment.  The  wiser 
course  would  seem  to  be  to  add  to  our  present  system,  where  it  is  de- 
ficient, improve  it  where  it  needs  correction,  and  by  a  comprehensive 
view  of  our  wants,  our  habits,  our  means,  and  our  condition,  to  give  it 
a  more  perfect  adaptation. 
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A  mind  highly  enlightened  by  knowledge,  and  allied  to  a  heart  im- 
bued with  the  moral  virtues,  would,  to  a  great  extent,  be  unavailing 
to  its  possessor,  unless  accompanied  with  a  republican  self-respect,  a 
confidence  in  its  own  powers,  and  a  spirit  of  self-reliance  for  thought 
and  action.  Every  person  gifted  with  the  right  of  suffrage  should 
cherish  a  deep  felt  consciousness  of  the  duty  imposed  upon  him  by 
tlie  spirit  of  our  free  institutions,  to  examine,  sift,  and  weigh  the  lea- 
ding questions  of  public  policy,  the  measures  proposed  for  the  com- 
mon welfare,  the  fitness  and  qualifications  of  those  aspiring  to  public 
trusts,  and  the  conduct  of  those  entrusted  with  the  management  of 
our  public  affairs. 

Nor  can  I  omit  the  expression  at  this  time  of  the  necessity,  on  the 
one  hand,  of  guarding  and  securing  by  every  practicable  and  constitu- 
tional means  the  right  of  free  suffrage,  and  on  the  other,  of  shielding 
this  inestimable  privilege  against  all  undue  encroachment,  whether  ex- 
hibited in  the  shape  of  fraud,  illegal  voting,  or  lawless  violence.  Vain, 
indeed,  is  the  establishment  of  our  free  governments,  if  such  abuses 
are  suffered  to  exist.  The  ballot  box  would,  in  that  case,  cease  to  re- 
flect the  will  of  the  majority,  which  is  the  essential  principle  of  a  re- 
publican government.  The  forms,  indeed,  of  our  free  institutions 
might  continue  to  exist,  but  they  would  be  destitute  of  all  force  and 
vitality. 

Having  just  pledged  myself  to  the  support  of  the  Constitution  of  Indi- 
ana, and  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  by  the  most  solemn  of 
sanctions,  in  the  presence  of  this  assemblage  of  the  public  functiona- 
ries and  of  my  fellow-citizens,  it  only  remains  that  I  should  announce 
my  intention  of  being  governed  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties  by  con- 
fining myself  strictly  within  the  scope  of  the  powers  delegated,  by  re- 
garding the  affairs  and  interests  of  Indiana  as  the  first  object  of  my 
care  and  solicitude,  and  of  zealously  devoting  my  best  energies  to  the 
common  welfare.  And  I  beg  leave  to  renew  the  expression  of  my 
hope,  that  in  this  new  and  untried  situation,  I  may  receive  from  the 
co-ordinate  authorities  and  from  my  fellow  citizens  generally,  that  in- 
dulgence and  support,  of  the  need  of  which,  I  am  deeply  conscious. 
But  above  all,  1  implore  the  guidance  and  protecting  care  of  Almighty 
God,  in  whose  hands  are  the  destinies  of  nations,  whose  olessings 
have  been  so  largely  dispensed  to  us  individually  and  collectively, 
and  to  whom  we  owe  lasting  gratitude  for  the  past,  and  our  fervent 
prayers  for  the  future. 

JAMES  WHITCOMB. 


Doc.  No.  9.  H.  R. 

REPORT 


OF 


I.  P.  SMITH,  ESQ. 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  CONSTRUCTION  OF  NEW  STATE 

PRISON : 


TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY,  THE  GOVERNOR. 


No.  2. 


Laid  on  the  table,  and  one  hundred  copies  ordered  to  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  House. 
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1843. 


REPORT. 

New  Albany,  Dec.  8,  1843. 

To  His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  hidiana  : 

The  undersigned,  having  been  appointed  Superintendent  of  the 
construction  of  the  New  Penitentiary  now  in  progress  of  erection 
at  Jefiersonville,  would  respectfully  submit  the  following 

REPORT: 

On  entering  upon  the  duties  of  my  appointment  in  March  last,  I 
found  that  much  of  the  work  had  been  commenced  during  the  sum- 
mer of  1842,  under  the  direction  of  another  individual. 

This  work  includes  the  foundations  of  the  front  building,  designed 
for  offices,  the  foundation  of  the  cells,  a  part  of  the  foundation  of  the 
outside  prison  wall,  and  the  entire  foundation  of  the  enclosing  wall, 
as  well  as  the  wall  itself  to  the  height  of  twelve  feet  six  inches. 
These  foundations  presenting  as  they  do  a  novelty  in  the  science  of 
prison  building,  may  well  deserve  a  passing  notice.  They  are  all  of 
the  same  character,  being  built  of  loose,  unmortered  stone,  of  various 
dimensions,  promiscuously  thrown  into  a  trench,  dug  five  feet  deep 
and  three  feet  wide,  for  their  reception.  It  would  be  unnecessary  to 
inform  you  that  these  foundations  have  each  in  their  turn  been  re- 
jected as  altogether  insufficient  to  sustain  the  great  weight  designed 
to  be  placed  upon  them.  Owing  to  the  fact  of  the  commencement 
and  prosecution  of  the  enclosing  wall  to  the  height  of  twelve  feet  six 
inches  the  previous  cummer,  and  the  additional  fact  of  my  not  being 
able  to  find  in  the  specification,  nor  in  the  contract,  any  thing  rela- 
tive to  this  part  of  the  work,  and  from  the  repeated  assurances  of 
the  contractor  that  it  was  done  according  to  an  expressed  agreement 
as  to  manner  and  form,  and  his  entire  willingness  to  make  good 
to  the  State  any  loss  it  might  sustain  from  the  deficiency  of  the 
work,  its  erection  was  continued  to  the  height  of  twenty  feet,  when 
he  was  compelled  to  stop  its  progress,  and  to  erect  piers  against  the 
wall  two  feet  six  inches  thick,  and  four  feet  wide,  to  prevent  its  fall- 
in''  to  the  jrround. 
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A  part  of  this  wall  having  swagged  some  eight  or  ten  inches  from 
a  direct  line,  it  was  thought  advisable  by  the  undersigned  to  take 
down  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet  of  the  same,  and  to  rebuild 
it  upon  a  foundation  such  as  experience,  usage,  and  common  sense, 
should  seem  to  dictate.  Accordingly,  such  instructions  were  given 
to  the  contractor,  who  utterly  disregarded  them,  and  as  in  the  former 
case,  upon  his  own  responsibility  directed  the  wall  to  be  carried  some 
four  feet  higher  than  it  then  was,  and  to  settle  the  question  of  its  du- 
rability, he  has  placed  against  it  at  different  points,  and  of  various 
lengths,  a  number  of  wooden  props  for  its  future  security. 

The  s wagging  of  the  wall  may  be  attributable  to  two  causes.  \st, 
the  want  of  a  sufficient  foundation  ;  and  second,  the  want  of  suffi- 
cient care  in  commencing  the  wall  upon  the  foundation  as  it  was  laid. 
For  this  last  omission,  no  sufficient  apology  can  be  given.  On  one 
side,  the  brick  work  projects  beyond  the  stone  foundation,  while  on 
the  other  side  of  the  wall,  it  recedes  some  five  or  six  inches  from  the 
line  of  the  stone  work.  I  have  been  thus  explicit  in  reference  to 
these  foundations,  and  to  this  part  of  the  brick  work,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent any  misunderstanding  of  the  question,  "under  whose  direction 
were  they  laid  ?" 

A  large  proportion  of  the  free  stone  purchased  for  the  cell  house 
during  the  summer  of  1842,  is  of  an  inferior  quality.  Many  of  them 
have  so  far  yielded  to  the  action  of  the  atmosphere  as  to  lose  nearly 
all  traces  of  the  quarrying  tools.  A  part  of  them  have  been  iivice 
rejected  by  the  undersigned,  but  are  now  undergoing  the  necessary 
preparation  to  be  used  in  the  building,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
next  season,  by  order  of  the  contractor. 

Owing  to  some  unnecessary  delay  in  procuring  lime  stone  for  the 
caps  and  sills  of  the  windows  of  the  guard  house,  as  well  as  free 
stone  for  the  coping  of  the  enclosing  wall,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to 
erect  such  other  buildings  (designated  in  the  plan)  as  would  enable 
the  contractor  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  marching  the  convicts  more 
than  once  in  a  day  from  the  old  to  the  new  prison.  Accordingly, 
there  has  been  erected  under  one  roof,  a  building  one  hundred  and 
ten  feet  long,  and  thirty-six  feet  from  front  to  rear,  and  two  stories 
high,  which  has  been  divided  into  a  dining  room  of  seventy  feet,  a 
kitchen  of  eighteen  feet,  and  a  wash  and  bake  house  of  sixteen  feet 
six  inches,  by  the  width  of  the  building.  The  second  story  has  been 
divided  into  rooms  of  similar  dimensions,  and  are  intended  for  a  hos- 
pital, stewards'  and  physicians'  rooms. 

Within  a  few  feet  of  this  building  there  has  been  erected  another, 
twenty-two  feet  front,  and  thirty-six  feet  from  front  to  rear,  and 
fourteen  feet  high,  a  part  of  which  has  been  divided  into  two  stories, 
and  is  designed  for  the  storage  of  provisions,  a  smoke  house,  &c. 

There  are  now  employed  at  stone  cutting  from  ten  to  twelve  men, 
not  one  of  which  possessed  any  knowledge  of  the  business  previous 
to  his  confinement  in  prison.  I  would  therefore  suggest,  in  order  to 
facilitate  their  labors,  and  to  enhance  its  value  to  the  State,  that  some 
man  experienced  in  the  business  should  be  cmp'oyed  to  give  instruc- 
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lion  to  the  men,  and  to  exercise  a  general  supervision  over  that  de- 
partment. 

There  has  been  employed  during  the  last  summer  at  the  new  pri- 
son the  average  number  of  twenty-one  convicts,  and  two  brick-lay- 
ers, hired  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  dollars  per  month ;  and  the 
following  amount  of  labor  has  been  accomplished :  one  million  five 
hundred  and  ninety  thousand  bricks  laid  in  the  wall ;  one  hundred 
and  fifty-nine  yards  of  earth  excavated;  six  hundred  dollars'  worth 
of  carpenter  work ;  eight  hundred  dollars'  worth  of  stone  work,  com- 
pleted from  the  6th  day  of  April  to  the  10th  day  of  November;  and 
to  this  may  be  added  a  large  amount  of  excavation  made  in  grading 
the  lot,  a  subject  which  appears  to  have  been  entirely  overlooked  at 
the  commencement  of  the  work. 

These  convicts  have  been  alternately  employed  as  carpenters  and 
coopers,  brick-masons,  and  mason-tenders,  mortar-makers,  stone-cut- 
ters, and  tailors  —  whether  to  as  much  advantage  to  the  State  as  to 
the  contractors,  or  whether  this  course  is  to  be  pursued,  to  the  evi- 
dent detriment  of  the  State's  interest,  is  a  matter  for  Legislative  or 
Executive  decision. 

The  system  of  tasking  convicts  beyond  their  abilities,  by  men  igno- 
rant of  the  time  required  to  accomplish  the  work,  as  well  as  the 
amount  of  labor  a  man  under  circumstances  of  chains  and  other 
hinderances  is  able  to  perform,  so  far  as  it  is  enforced  upon  the  men 
employed  upon  the  buildings  of  the  State,  ought  to  be  abandoned,  as 
its  tendency  is  not  only  to  encourage  a  recklessness  of  character, 
but  a  wretchedly  loose  and  careless  manner  of  doing  the  work  which 
"to  niake  it  pass  the  cowhide"  (to  use  their  own  term)  they  soon 
learn  that  quantity  and  not  quality  is  all  that  is  required. 

The  entire  absence  of  a  well  regulated  system  for  the  control  and 
management  of  the  men,  is  greatly  to  be  deplored. 

From  what  has  fallen  under  my  observation  during  the  past  sum- 
mer, I  cannot  resist  the  conclusion,  that  unless  some  alteration  is 
made  in  the  law  authorizing  the  erection  of  the  new  prison,  which 
will  entirely  disconnect  the  contractor  from  all  control  of  the  build- 
ing, and  place  it  under  the  direction  of  some  one  disinterested  in  the 
profits  of  the  labor  of  the  convicts,  that  when  the  State  shall  fancy 
lierself  in  the  possession  of  buildings  permanent  and  secure,  as  a  re- 
ward for  her  years  of  toil  and  her  expenditure  of  thousands,  she  will 
reap  only  a  mass  of  ruins. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I.  P.  SMITH, 
Superintendent  of  the  erection  of  New  Penitentiary. 


Doc.  No.  10  H.  R, 

REPORT 


OF 


GEORGE  H.  DUNN,  ESQ. 


SUPERINTENDENT 


OF  COMMON  SCHOOLS 


House  op  Representatives,  Jan.   13,  1844. 
Laid  upon  the  table  and  Jive  hundred  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 


INDIANAPOLIS : 

DOWLINO  AND    COLE,    STATE    PRINTERS. 

1844. 


REPORT. 


Office  of  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools,) 
January  10,  1844.  \ 

When  now  offering  to  the  General  Assembly  his  first  report  as  Su- 
perintendent of  common  schools,  the  subscriber  must  express  his  re- 
gret that  he  has  so  little  to  communicate  on  this  important  subject. 

By  none  of  the  acts  organizing  common  schools  in  this  State,  pre- 
vious to  the  act  of  last  winter,  was  any  provision  made  for  collecting 
information  as  to  the  practical  operation  of  the  system,  and  preparing 
it  for  public  use.  Thus,  notwithstanding  that  these  laws  have  been  in 
force  many  years,  and  numerous  schools  established  under  them,  the 
public  was  entirely  ignorant  of  their  number  or  efficiency. 
{  Some  little  intelligence  can  be  gleaned  from  the  late  census,  from 
which  we  learn,  that  in  1840  there  were  1521  primary  and  common 
schools,  affording  instruction  to  48,189  children  out  of  273,784,  then 
in  the  State,  between  the  ages  of  5  and  20  years.  But  in  regard  to 
the  course  and  extent  of  instruction,  the  expense  of  the  same,  the 
number  of  teachers  employed,  the  amount  and  application  of  school 
funds,  and  other  subjects  necessary  to  a  proper  understanding  of  the 
subject,  and  to  the  application  of  successful  legislation,  we  are  entirely 
ignorant. 

When  it  is  considered  that  many  years  have  elapsed  since  efforts 
were  made  to  establish  a  general  system  of  common  schools  in  the 
State,  and  that  we  have  territory  sufficient  for  the  formation  of  at  least 
5  or  6,000  districts,  it  would  seem  that  but  very  limited  success  had 
attended  them. 

No  doubt  one  great  cause  of  failure  was  the  neglect  to  provide  by 
lav;  for  the  collection  and  diffusion  of  intelligence,  and  thus,  by  keep- 
ing the  subject  constantly  before  the  public,  encouraging  its  friends  to 
renewed  exertion,  and  at  the  same  lime  affording  the  means  of  detect- 
ing and  avoiding  former  errors. 
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Among  other  causes  may  be  named  a  want  of  sufficient  plainness 
and  simplicity  in  the  general  school  laws.  These  having  to  be  acted 
upon  and  carried  out  by  persons  but  little  versed  in  the  rules  for  con- 
struing laws,  and  without  practical  knowledge  of  the  subject  matter, 
have  too  often  occasioned  an  extent  of  litigation  and  trouble  which 
has  driven  from  their  support  the  best  men  of  the  country. 

In  the  particulars  that  have  been  named,  it  is  believed  the  revision 
of  last  winter  will  effect  a  desirable  change. 

The  reports  required  to  be  made  to  the  Superintendent  from  the 
various  school  officers,  will  place  the  results  of  the  whole  year  before 
him.  Thus  he  will  be  enabled  to  trace  out  the  causes  which  may 
have  led  to  success  in  some  districts  and  to  failure  in  others,  and  to 
apply  the  experience  of  all  to  the  benefit  of  each.  The  results  duly 
prepared  and  spread  before  the  public  in  his  annual  communications 
to  the  General  Assembly,  will  infuse  new  energy  and  give  rise  to  new 
efforts,  as  success  shall  be  found  to  attend  preceding  ones;  and  the 
legislature,  having  all  the  facts  before  it,  will  be  able,  from  time  to 
time,  to  adopt  such  modifications  as  experience  shall  dictate  to  be  ne- 
cessary. 

The  Superintendent,  if  faithful  to  his  trust,  will  make  himself  mas- 
ter of  the  laws  and  usages  of  other  states  on  these  subjects,  tie  will 
ascertain  the  proper  size,  materials  and  methods  for  constructing 
school  houses,  and  for  lighting,  heating  and  ventillating  them.  The 
management,  discipline  and  course  of  instruction  proper  to  be  pur- 
sued. The  management  and  application  of  the  school  funds,  and  all 
other  matters  connected  with  the  system,  and  which,  may  enable  him 
to  guide  and  direct  the  county,  township,  and  district  officers  in  their 
preliminary  organization  and  future  progress,  until  practice  shall  make 
them  perfect. 

Being  thus  capable  and  always  ready  to  give  advice  and  directions 
whenever  applied  to,  the  duties  of  subordinate  officers  will  become 
much  less  embarrassing,  mistakes  will  be  less  frequent,  and  those  end- 
less disputes,  frequently  so  annoying  to  neighborhoods  and  expensive 
to  parties,  will  be  in  a  great  measure  avoided. 

To  effect  this  latter  object  more  completely,  a  system  of  appeals 
Avill  exist,  from  the  several  officers  entrusted  with  the  management  of 
common  schools,  ending  with  the  Superintendent;  and  litigants  who 
will  not  take  this  friendly  method  of  settling  their  disputes,  will  be 
deprived  of  costs  when  they  seek  their  remedy  in  the  courts  of  law. 
In  addition  to  the  benefit  derived  from  the  suppression  of  expensive 
litigation  and  in  saving  of  the  time  of  suitors,  witnesses  and  jurors, 
a  degree  of  uniformity  of  practice  will  be  obtained,  which  cannot 
otherwise  be  secured. 

The  immediate  success  and  popularity  of  the  system  will  much  de- 
pend upon  the  ability  and  disposition  of  the  Superintendent.  Until 
the  business  is  thoroughly  understood  by  the  principal  officers  in  the 
counties,  an  extensive  correspondence  must  be  carried  on.  Every 
applicative,  and  every  doubt  and  difficulty  which  may  be  stated,  how- 
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ever  frivolous  it  may  appear,  should  be  treated  with  respect  and  im- 
mediate attention,  that  all  may  be  encouraged  to  apply.  Thus,  citi- 
zens who  have  kept  aloof  from  all  interference  with  the  subject,  on 
account  of  the  vexation  and  trouble  attending  it,  will  be  induced  to 
lend  it  their  aid  and  countenance,  and  a  vast  accession  of  strength 
and  influence  will  be  brought  to  the  cause  of  education. 

For  a  few  years,  the  labor  to  be  performed  by  the  Superintendent 
must  be  very  great.  An  active  correspondence  n\ust  be  carried  on 
with  most  of  the  districts,  and  especially  the  new  ones  forming,  until 
their  officers  get  to  understand  and  become  familiar  with  their  duties-, 
and  it  may, therefore,  well  be  questioned,  whether  the  officer  on  whom 
these  duties  are  now  placed,  will  be  able  to  discharge  them  without 
neglecting  others  of  equal  importance,  or  committing  them  to  incom- 
petent hands,  unless  further  assistance  is  allowed  hini. 

The  school  law  of  last  session  was,  as  directed,  published  in  pam- 
phlet form,  and  was  ready  for  distribution  early  last  fall;  but  as  it 
would  not  have  been  in  force  until  the  regular  publication  of  the  Re- 
vised Statutes,  it  was  not  thought  proper  to  incur  the  expense  of  a 
separate  distribution.  Owing  to  the  large  edition  of  those  Statutes 
ordered  to  be  published,  and  the  labor  and  time  required  to  get  the 
same  through  the  press,  that  distribution  has  been  delayed  until  the 
present  time. 

The  tables  annexed,  though  not  as  perfect  as  could  be  desired,  will 
afford  some  light  in  relation  to  the  amount  and  condition  of  our  school 
funds.  In  many  counties  settlements  had  not  been  made  with  the 
former  officers,  and  no  reports  have  been  received.  In  others,  the 
necessary  information  showing  the  safety  ot  the  funds,  could  not  be 
procured  in  time.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  fuller  returns  will  largely 
increase  the  items  of  lost  and  doubtful  debts. 

Had  all  the  counties  reported,  the  aggregate  amount  of  common 
school  funds  would  be  found  to  exceed  $2,200,000.  A  considerable 
portion  of  which  is,  however,  unproductive. 

Full  reports,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  be  obtained  next  year,  and  the 
General  Assembly  fully  apprised  of  the  manner  of  investment  and 
amount  of  income  derived  from  it. 

If  these  interests  are  prudently  managed,  a  bright  prospect  is  be- 
fore us.  Even  now  the  profits  to  be  derived  from  these  sources,  af- 
ford valuable  assistance  to  the  cause  of  education,  but  when  the 
amount  shall  he  increased  by  the  accumulation  of  the  Saline  and 
Bank  tax  funds  together  with  the  entire  profits  of  the  State's  portion 
of  the  State  Bank,  at  the  expiration  of  the  charter,  the  permanent 
fund  may  be  I'airly  expected  to  exceed  three  millions  of  dollars;  a 
larger  amount  than  is  perhaps  devoted  to  the  same  object  in  any  other 
State  in  the  Union. 

It  is  a  cause  of  much  regret  to  the  Superintendent,  that  his  other 
duties  have  not  allowed  him  time  to  prepare  the  forms  and  rules  for 
the  government  and  regulation  of  common  schools,  required  of  him 
by  the section  of  the chapter  of  the  Revised  Laws. 
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Preparitory  to  the  performance  of  this  duty,  circulars  were  ad- 
dressed to  persons  supposed  to  have  a  practical  knowledge  of  the 
subject,  and  efforts  made  to  procure  the  regulations  adopted  in  other 
States. 

The  examination  of  these  materials  and  publication  of  the  result, 
should,  if  possible,  be  made  so  as  to  be  distributed  with  the  laws  of 
the  present  session. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

G.  H.  DUNN,  S.  C.  S. 


Doubtful. 

Lost. 

Total. 

Surplus  revenue  fund. 
Congressional  township, 
Value  of  lands  unsold. 
Other  common  school 
funds, 

$22,727  95 
5,924  40 

$13,356   11 
7,827  29 

$574,311  07 
977,942  92 
369,932  91 

716  42 

438  84 

27,666  67 

$1,949,853  57 
21,457   10 

AR  4^54    09 

County  seminary  fund. 
Value  of  buildings. 

2,223  57 

678   16 

$31,692  34 

$22,300  40 

$2,017,764  69 
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Lawrenceburgh  Branch  of  the  State  Bank  of  Indiana,) 

November  I8th,  1843.  J 

J.  S.  Ferris  was  elected  President  for  the  ensuing  year,  at  a  salary 
of  $200  00. 

C.  S.  Stevenson  was  elected  Cashier  for  the  ensuing  year,  at  a 
salary  of  $500. 

Value  of  house  used  for  banking  purposes,  $10,000  00. 

Other  real  estate,  $7,005  19.  None  of  it  has  been  offered  at  pub- 
lic sale  in  the  last  twelve  months,  for  the  following  reasons :  One 
tract  of  land  held  by  the  Bank  the  grantor  has  the  right  to  redeem  it 
within  seven  years  from  the  date  of  his  sale  to  the  Bank,  consequent- 
ly could  not  be  sold  if  offered. 

Another  tract  owned  by  her,  she  has  given  the  original  owner  the 
right  of  redemption,  by  payment  of  her  liens,  with  interest  and  cost, 
a  part  of  which  redemption  money  has  been  paid. 

The  balance  owned  by  her  I  believe  has  not  been  in  her  possession 
one  year  yet. 

Rents — none  paid. 

C.  S.  STEVENSON,  Cashier. 
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To  THE  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Indiana  : 

In  accordance  with  the  65  th  section  of  the  Bank  Charter,  I  beg 
leave  to  submit  to  you  herewith,  on  behalf  of  and  by  direction  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Branch  at  Vincennes  of  the  State 
Bank  of  Indiana,  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  said  Branch,  on 
Saturday,  November  18,  1843,  at  2  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  officers  of  the  Branch  and  their  salaries  are  as  follows : 

David  S.  Bonner,  President,         -  -  No  salary. 

John  Ross,  Cashier,  ...        ^1,000  per  an. 

Geo.  W.  Rathbone,  Clerk,  -  -  500         « 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  ROSS,  Cashier. 
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To  THE  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Indiana  : 

I  present  herewith,  in  accordance  with  the  requisition  in  the  65th 
section  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank,  by  direction  and  in  behalf  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Branch  at  Richmond  of  the  State 
Bank  of  Indiana,  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  this  Branch  on  se- 
venth day  at  2  o'clock,  eleventh  month,  18th,  1843,  together  with  the 
names  of  the  officers,  and  the  compensation  to  each. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ELIJAH  COFFIN,  Cashkr. 

Branch  Bank,  Richmond,) 

nth  month,  21st,  1843.     \ 


OFFICERS. 

A.  C.  Blanchard,  President,  salary  ^500  the  year. 

Elijah  Coffin,  Cashier,  ^1,400  the  year,  including  clerk  hire. 
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President, 

Cashier, 

Teller, 

Clerk, 

Attorney, 


OFFICERS  AND  SALARIES. 


$800  00 

800  00 

400  00 

U  per  cent  on  collections. 
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I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  above  statement  exhibits  the  true  con- 
dition of  the  Branch  at  New  Albany  of  the  State  Bank  of  Indiana, 
as  regards  both  its  resources  and  liabihties,  on  the  third  Saturday  of 
November  instant,  at  2  o'clock,  P.  M.  The  provisions  of  the  char- 
ter in  relation  to  offering  real  estate  for  sale,  have  been  strictly  com- 
plied with,  and  the  real  estate  heretofore  held  by  the  Bank  disposed 
of,  with  the  exception  of  that  held  for  banking  purposes. 

The  officers  of  this  Branch  are  :  A  President,  to  whom  is  paid  a 
salary  of  $400  per  annum ;  a  Cashier,  who  receives  $1,000  per  an- 
num, and  a  Clerk,  whose  salary  is  ^600  per  annum. 

By  order  of  the  board  of  directors. 

J.  R,  SHIELDS,  Cashier. 
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The  real  estate,  other  than  banking  houses,  has  been  regularly  of- 
fered for  sale  as  the  law  requires,  but  has  not  been  sold  for  want  of 
a  sufficient  amount  being  bid  for  the  same. 

The  officers  of  the  Bedford  Branch  are  as  follows^  and  salaries  as 
stated  in  the  same  line : 

John  Vestal,  President,        -  -  -  ^100  per  annum. 

do  Director  of  the  State  Bank. 

D.  R.  Dunihue,  Cashier,  -  -  -  500  « 

Isaac  Rector,  Clerk,  ...  400  « 
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The  President  of  this  institution  receives  a  salary  of  $400  00  per 
annum. 

The  Cashier  receives  $700  and  house  rent. 

Four  Directors,  living  out  of  toM^n,  receive  sufficient  to  pay  their 
expenses  w^hiie  in  attendance  at  the  board. 

The  real  estate,  other  than  banking  house  and  lot,  has  been  adver- 
tised to  sale  as  often  as  about  once  in  every  year,  as  my  present 
impressions  are. 

H.  CHAPIN,  Cashier, 
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OFFICERS  AND  SALARIES. 

J.  F.  D.  Lanier,  President,  p  |500  per  annum. 

John  Sering,  Cashier,        .  -  ,  850        " 

Isaac  C.  Lea,  Book-keeper,  -  -  500        " 

Mark  Tilton,  Clerk,  -  -  -225        « 
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The  number  of  officers  in  the  Evansville  Branch  are  as  follows : 

John  Mitchell,  President,  no  salary. 

John  Douglass,  Cashier,  $1,000  per  annum. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  real  estate,  with  the  cost  of 
the  same,  as  it  stands  upon  the  books  of  the  Evansville  Branch,  but 
upon  which,  as  yet,  no  interest  has  been  charged : 

Onehalfof  "Grove  Mills."  near  Evansville,  -  $5,587  50 

Mechanics'  tools,  utensils,  and  various  articles  purchased 

for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  Grove  mills. 
Dwelling  house  and  lot  No.  68  in  Evansville, 
Eighty  acres  of  land  in  Vanderburgh  county,  Indiana,    ■ 
Nine  hundred  acres  of  land  in  McCracken  county,  Ky., 
Lease  of  warehouse  in  Evansville, 


All  of  the  above  property,  which  has  been  held  for  one  year  has 
been  advertised  and  offered  for  sale,  agreeably  to  the  charter. 

JOHN   MITCHELL,  President, 
JOHN  DOUGLASS,  Cashier. 
Evansville  Branch  Bank,) 
18th  Nov.,  1843.     \ 
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OFFICERS  AND  SALARIES. 

Samuel  Hanna,  President,        -            -  -  |400  per  annum. 

H.  McCulloch,  Cashier,            -            -  -  1,200         « 

do  Director  of  State  Bank. 

M.  W.  Hubbell,  Teller,            -           -  -  850         " 

The  real  estate  owned  by  this  Branch  has  been  duly  offered  at 
public  sale,  and  not  sold  for  want  of  bidders. 


Doc.  No.  12.]  [H.  R. 


REPORT 


OF    THE 


COMMITTEE    ON    THE    STATE    BANK, 


IN  RELATION  TO  MATTERS  REFERRED  TO  THEM. 


Mr.  Speaker  : 

The  committee  on  the  State  Bank,  to  which  was  referred  the  an- 
nual report  of  the  President  of  the  State  Bank  of  Indiana,  the  annual 
reports  of  the  several  Branches,  so  much  of  the  Governor's  message 
as  relates  to  the  Bank,  and  a  resolution  instructing  the  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  restricting  the  Bank  from  issuing  notes 
of  a  less  denomination  than  ten  dollars,  have  had  the  several  matters 
under  consideration,  and  directed  me  to 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  compared  the  reports  of  the  several  Branches  with 
that  of  the  statement  contained  in  the  report  of  the  President  of  the 
State  Bank,  and  find  them  to  agree ;  but  these  mere  statements  are 
not  of  that  character  which  will  justify  the  committee  in  expressing 
any  sentiment,  either  favorable  or  unfavorable,  as  to  the  real  condi- 
tion of  the  Bank.  Such  an  expression  can,  with  safety,  only  be 
hazarded  by  a  visiter  to  the  several  Branches,  who  may  have  exa- 
mined strictly  into  the  items  composing  the  state  of  the  institution. 
The  reports,  however,  exhibit  the  idea  that  there  is  ,$963,226  00  in 
specie,  and  ,^6 1,000  00  in  paper  of  other  Banks,  on  hand,  making 
over  a  million  immediate  resources,  while  the  real  circulation  (after 
deducting  the  amount  on  hand  in  the  several  Branches,)  may  be  set 
down  at  about  $2,000,000  00,  or,  in  other  words,  about  two  dollars 
in  circulation  for  every  one  in  specie  and  other  Bank  notes  on  hand, 
which  state  of  things,  with  that  share  of  confidence  usually  extended 
to  Banks,  would  seem  to  insure  a  continuance  of  specie  payments. 
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A  reduction  of  the  capital  stock  to  the  amount  of  f  600,000  00  is 
commendable,  and  a  still  further  reduction  of  individual  stock  in 
many  of  the  i3ranches,  if  it  could  be  done  by  diminishing  the  sus- 
pended debt,  or  even  such  paper  upon  which  the  regular  curtailments 
may  not  be  paid,  would  be  beneficial  to  the  interests  of  the  institu- 
tion,  and  tend  much  to  place  it  in  a  more  prosperous  state. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  State  Board  have  found  necessity  for 
a  suspension  of  one  of  the  Branches.  Not  being  in  possession  of  the 
facts,  the  committee  can  neither  approve  or  condemn  the  act,  but  are 
of  opinion  that  a  step  which  is  so  seriously  to  affect  the  credit  not 
only  of  the  Branch  but  the  whole  institution,  should  be  exercised 
with  extreme  caution,  and  every  other  means  exhausted  in  endeavor- 
ing to  correct  abuses  before  that  of  suspension  should  be  resorted  to. 

The  intimation  by  the  President  that  the  time  has  arrived  for  a 
gradual  interference  with  and  abandonment  of  our  relief  laws,  the 
committee  are  not  inclined  to  favor.  It  is  true,  the  cause  for  their 
creation  may  be  fast  disappearing,  but  even  should  this  be  the  case, 
delay  for  another  year  cannot  result  in  harm  either  to  the  creditor  or 
debtor. 

The  committee  have  duly  considered  the  resolution  of  the  House, 
instructing  them  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  restricting  the 
Bank  in  its  issues  to  notes  of  a  denomination  not  less  than  ten  dol- 
lars, in  accordance  with  the  rights  reserved  to  so  restrict  it  at  the 
present  session,  and  find  that  a  subsequent  amendment  to  the  charter 
extended  the  privilege  of  issuing  small  notes  for  a  period  of  five 
years.  They  therefore  are  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  inexpedient  to 
lesislate  on  that  subject. 


Doc.  No.  13.]  [H.  R. 


REPORT 

OF 

MR.   MERRILL, 

PRESIDENT  OF  THE  STATE  BANK. 


% 
IN    ANSWER    TO    A    RESOLUTION    OF    THE    HOUSE. 


To  THE  House  of  Representatives  : 

I  have  received  a  resolution  of  the  23d,  requesting  me  "to  report 
to  the  House  all  the  information  I  may  have  in  my  possession  in  rela- 
tion to  the  construction  the  various  Branches  have  put  on  the  third 
section  of  'An  act  in  relation  to  the  State  Bank,'  approved  February 
13,  1843,  whether  the  specifications  contained  in  said  section  have 
been  construed  to  apply  to  Banks  as  well  as  individuals,"  and  I  beg 
leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  at  the  last  May  session  of  the  Directors  of  the  State  Bank, 
among  other  things,  they  adopted  the  following  resolution  : 

"That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Branches  to  adopt  the  following 
form  of  note  for  discount  on  new  loans,  after  the  1st  day  of  June 

next:     ' '  days  after  date,  we  or  either  of  us  promise  to  pay 

to  the  order  of ,  dollars,  negotiable  and  payable  at  the 

Branch  at  — of  the  State  Bank  of  Indiana,  without  any  relief 

whatever  from  valuation  or  appraisement  laws,  value  received.'  The 
note  to  be  signed  by  all  the  securities,  and  endorsed  by  the  discount- 
er whose  name  shall  be  inserted  as  payer,  and  who  shall  also  sign  the 
note." 
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This  resolution  was  adopted,  not  because  the  second  section  of  the 
act  referred  to  did  not  give  the  Bank  full  power  over  the  matters 
embraced  in  it,  but  that  the  borrowers  might  have  no  excuse  on  ac- 
count of  icrnorance  of  the  law.  In  the  examination  of  the  Branches 
this  fall,  I  noticed  that  a  large  portion  of  the  new  discounted  notes 
were  in  the  form  recommended,  yet  occasionally,  when  sent  from  a 
distance,  they  were  not  so,  probably  because  the  trouble  of  getting  a 
new  note  was  considered  greater  than  any  advantage  to  be  derived 
from  a  new  form. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

S.  MERRILL. 

State  Bank,  Dec.  25,  1843. 


Doc.  No.   14.)  (H.  R. 


REPORT 


OF 


MESSRS.  DRAKE  AND  PEPPER, 


A     COMMITTEE     APPOINTED     TO     EXAMINE 


THE  SINKING  FUND. 


The  undersigned,  your  committee  appointed  at  the  November  ses- 
sion, 1843,  to  examine  the  condition  of  the  sinking  fund, 

REPORT: 

That  they  have,  vv^ith  much  carefulness,  inspected  the  sinking  fund, 
surplus  revenue,  and  Bank  stock  mortgages,  the  Bank  scrip,  and 
other  moneys  on  hand,  and  to  some  extent,  the  vouchers  for  disburse- 
ments made  by  your  clerk  since  the  organization  of  your  board. 
The  vouchers,  however,  are  too  numerous  to  be  the  subject  of  accu- 
rate investigation,  without  devoting  much  more  time  to  the  object 
than  your  committee  feel  authorized  to  employ  at  the  expense  of  the 
fund. 

The  number  of  the  sinking  fund,  surplus  revenue,  and  Bank  stock 
mortgages,  and  the  amount  to  secure  the  payment  of  which  they 
have  been  taken,  together  with  the  interest  and  damages,  and  the 
moneys  on  hand,  correspond  substantially  with  the  register  of  names 
and  mortgages,  and  other  accounts  kept  in  this  office.  The  books, 
&c,  of  this  office  are  neatly  and  satisfactorily  kept,  agreeably  to  the 
system  which  has  been  adopted ;  but  your  committee  beg  leave  to 
recommend  an  improvement  of  the  present  system,  so  far  at  least  as 
to  secure  an  exhibit  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  each  quarter 
in  an  abstracted  form, 
51 
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The  vouchers  of  every  description  should  be  numbered,  and  at  the 
close  of  each  quarter  entered  in  a  quarterly  abstract  of  receipts  and 
disbursements.  The  abstract  and  vouchers,  together  with  a  quarterly 
account  current,  should  be  enclosed  in  an  envelope,  and  distinctly 

labelled  "Abstract  of  receipts  and  disbursements  for  the quarter 

of  the  year  1844,"  and  immediately  after  the  close  of  the  quarter, 
the  abstract  and  account  current  should  be  entered  in  a  book  kept 
for  that  purpose.  These  quarterly  abstracts  should  be  the  basis  at 
the  close  of  each  year  of  a  general  abstract  and  account  current,  ex- 
hibiting the  common  state  of  the  sinking  fund. 

Herewith,  marked  A,  is  a  statement  of  Mr.  Merrill,  President,  in 
relation  to  loans  on  notes,  as  stated  in  the  annual  report,  bearing  date 
December  4,  1843,  which  he  admits  were  not  expressly  authorized  by 
law :  but  as  he  states,  and  as  your  committee  believe,  a  saving  to  the 
State  has  been  the  result  of  these  operations,  there  seems  to  be  no 
cause  of  censure  against  him  for  making  said  loans,  but  on  the  con- 
trary, his  course,  under  the  circumstances  stated  by  him,  meets  the 
entire  approbation  of  your  committee. 

Marked  B,  accompanying  this  report,  is  an  abstract  account  of 
Bank  stock  mortgages,  of  date  December  4,  1843,  exhibiting  the  pay- 
ments made,  and  the  balances  due,  on  the  mortgages  in  the  respective 
Branches  of  the  State  Bank. 

Abstract  marked  C,  exhibits  the  general  result  of  the  examination, 
showing  the  leger  balances  up  to  Dec.  4,  1843,  and  also  an  abstract 
of  the  amount  of  sinking  fund  Treasury  notes,  and  other  funds,  on 
hand  on  the  4th  December,  as  well  as  the  amount  received  since  that 
date  up  to  the  27th  December,  1843. 

All  of  which  is  submitted. 

JAMES  P.  DRAKE, 
A.  C.  PEPPER. 

January  1,  1844. 
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A. 

STATEMENT  OF  MR.  MERRILL,  PRESIDENT. 


Messrs.  Pepper  and  Drake,  Committee  : 

The  "loans  on  notes"  are,  for  a  great  part,  loans  made  of  uncur- 
rent  paper,  which  had  been  received  in  the  office,  and  which  was  so 
disposed  of  as  to  save  the  State  from  heavy  losses ;  others  made  in 
anticipation  of  mortgages,  which,  from  various  causes,  were  not  fur- 
nished ;  others  for  giving  inducements  to  persons  to  buy  pieces  of 
land,  which  were  hard  cases  ;  others  to  prevent  sales  of  land  for  non- 
payment of  interest. 

No  loss  is  anticipated  except  a  part  of  one  note,  the  principal  of 
which  is  ^185.  The  interest  received  on  all  "loans  on  notes,"  has 
been  uniformly  paid  over  to  the  fund,  as  other  interest  paid. 

S.  MERRILL. 

December  30,  1843. 
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c. 

RESULT  OF  EXAMINATION. 

LEGER    BALANCES. 

The  leger  balance  of  December  4,  1843,  is  as  follows  : 

Of  current  loans,  -  -  -      $412,670  03 

Of  current  loans  transferred  from  surplus  re- 
venue, ....        172,218  62 
Of  surplus  revenue  loans,  -  -  83,950  64 
Of  loans  on  sales,             -             -             -          36,740  21 


705,579  52 
The  amount,  as  drawn  from  the  registers,  of  loans  on 

mortgages  in  the  office,  we  find  on  examination  to  be      705,565  73 


Leaving  a  difference  of  -  -  -  -$13  79 

We  have  taken  oif  abstract  lists  of  the  mortgages  herewith  sub- 
mitted, nearly  to  the  amount  of  three-fourths  of  a  million,  and  we 
cannot  say  whether  this  small  difference  is  in  our  abstracts  or  else- 
where. 

The  amount  of  sinking  fund  Treasury  Notes  on  hand  up 

to  Dec.  4,  1843,  (date  of  the  report  to  Legislature,)       $38,525  00 
Amount  of  interest  allowed  on  same  is  -  -      1,833  40 

The  amount  of  cash  on  hand  from  receipts  of  interest  on 

loans  and  principal  repaid,  to  Dec.  4,  1 843,  is  -         584  02 

Amount  of  cash  on  hand  from  stock  loans,  to  December 

4,  1843,  is         -  -  -  -  -  -         333  45 

All  of  which  agree  with  the  leger  balance  of  those  items  as  re- 
ported. 
The  amount  of  sinking  fund  Treasury  Notes  received 

since  Dec.  4,  1843,  up  to  Dec.  27, 1843,  is         -  -      1,400  00 

Amount  of  interest  allowed  on  same  is  -  -  98  47 

The  amount  of  cash  received  since  Dec.  4,  1843,  up  to 

Dec.  27,  1843,  as  interest  on  loans,  &;c.  is        -  -         324  05 

Amount  of  cash  received  from  stock  loans  since  Dec.  4, 

1843,  up  to  Dec.  27,  1843,  is  -  -  -         684  47 

All  of  which  latter  items  agree  with  the  books  of  the  office. 


Doc.  No.  15  H.  R. 


REPORT 


OF 


MORRIS   MORRIS,  AUDITOR  OF  STATE, 

IN  RELATION  TO  WATER  RENTS,  &c., 

IN  ANSWER  TO  A  RESOLUTION  OF  THE  HOUSE. 


Office  of  Auditor  of  State, 
December  27,  1843. 

Hon.  a.  L.  Robinson, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

Sir:  In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House,  requesting  "a  spe- 
cific statement  of  the  rents  received,  and  from  whom,  and  the 
expenses  incurred  on  the  Northern  division  of  the  Central  Canal,  be- 
tween the  feeder  d<im  and  Indianapolis,  during  the  last  three  years  ; 
also,  whether  the  present  lessees  are  in  arrearage  on  their  respective 
leases  5  also,  whether  any  and  what  damages  have  been  allowed  to 
said  lessees  for  want  of  water  or  other  cause,  for  the  same  period  of 
time  above  mentioned,"  the  following  is  submitted  : 

The  amount  of  rents  due  from  John  Carlisle  up  to  Nov., 

1,1843, $1,620  83 

Cash  paid  by  Carlisle,        -  -  -         $1,39G  33 

Deductions  for  want  of  water,      -  -  237  50 

1,633  83 


Overpaid  by  Carlisle,        -  -  -  -  - ^3  00 
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The  amount  of  rents  due  from  Wm.  Sheets  &  Co.  to  No- 
vember 1,  1843,  .....    $2,775  00 

Cash  paid  by  Sheets  &  Co.,         -  -  1,466  48 

Deductions  for  want  of  water  and  not  using 

all  the  power  leased  all  the  time  since  lease,         786  00 

2,252  48 


Balance  due  from  them,  ....         522  52 


The  amount  of  Scudder  &  Hannaman's  rents  to  Nov.  1, 

1843,  ......      |825  00 

By  amount  of  cash  paid,  -  -  383  35 

Deductions  for  want  of  water,  &c.,         -  140  62 

523  97 


Balance  due  Nov.  1,  1843,  -       ,     -  -  -         301  03 

The  amount  of  S.  &  J.  Ogden's  rent  up  to  November  1 , 

1843,  -  -  ,  .  .  .   ^2,037  50 

By  cash  paid,  -  -  -  1,285  75 

By  deductions  for  want  of  water,  &c.,     -  662  06 

1,947  75 


Balance  due  Nov.  1,  1843,  -  -  -  -  89  75 

The  amount  of  Nathaniel  West's  rent  up  to  Nov.  1,  1843,      |650  00 
By  cash  paid,       -  -  -  -  438  08 

By  deductions  for  want  of  water,  &c.,    -  237  82 

675  90 


Overpaid  by  N.  West,      -  -  -  -  -  25  90 

The  amount  of  rent  due  from  Burk  &  Morris,     -  -   ,$1,300  00 

By  cash  paid,       -  -  -  -  350  00 

By  stoppage  for  water,  and  deduction  for  two 

powers,  ....  864  07 

1,214  07 


Balance  due,        -  -  -  -  -  -  85  93 


The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  expenses  incurred  on  said 
work  since  the  suspension  of  work  by  contractors,  viz : 

1842— 

Paid  at  Treasury  for  construction,        -             -             -  .f  208  54 

Contingencies,               -             -             -             -            -  20  87 

Repairs,            -            .       ^      .             .             .             .  ],694  20 

Damages  to  contractors,           ....  404  25 
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Interest  on  contractors'  drafts, 
Damages  for  right  of  way, 


1843— 
Paid  for  construction. 
Paid  for  repairs, 
Paid  for  contingencies. 


- 

- 

19 

00 

- 

- 

125 

00 

2,471 

86 

614 

43 

2,545 

81 

542 

22 

: 

3,702 

46 

Total,  -  -  -  -  -  -  |6,174  32 

Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  MORRIS,  A.  P.  A. 


Doc.  No.  16.]  [H.  R. 


COMMUNICATION 


FROM 


JAMES    BLAIR 


COMMISSIONER  OF   THE   WABASH  AND  ERIE    CANAL 
WEST   OF   TIPPECANOE, 


To  His  Excellency  the  Govei'iior. 


Perrysville,  Nov.  25th,   1843. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Bigger  : 

Since  the  5t.h  day  of  December,  1842,  up  to  the  6th  day  of  Octo- 
ber, 1843,  work  to  the  amount  of  ^211,308  45  has  been  done  on  the 
Wabash  and  Erie  Canal  West  of  Lafayette  and  North  of  Coal  Creek, 
(50  miles  and  9  chains.) 

Prior  to  the  5th  of  December,  1842,  work  to  the  amount 

of  -  -  -  -  -  -  $153,840  55 

Total  of  work  done  since  the  1 6th  of  May, 

1842,  ....         365,149  00 

Work  done  prior  to  the  16th  May,  1842,  on 

prior  lettings,  -  -  -  33,109  32 


Total  of  work  done,  -  -         398,258  32 

Total  estimated  cost  of  canal  from   Lafayette  to  Coal 

Creek,  .....  489,000  00 
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Work  to  be  done  after  6th  October,         -  -  -    90,741   68 

Probable  amount  of  work  done  since  6th  October,  -    15,000  00 

Probable  amount  of  work  to  be  done,     -  -  -    75,741  68 

The  Southern  division  of  the  Canal  from  Coal  Creek  to  Terre 
Haute  (36  miles)  was  let  on  the  first  Monday  in  May  last,  to  Wines, 
Stewart,  and  Morehead,  on  which  active  operations  have  com- 
menced, leaving  but  little  room  to  doubt  that  this  important  work 
will,  in  good  time,  be  accomplished. 
•^i^  Your  most  obedient  servant, 

^^  JAMES  BLAIR. 

^#5"         Gov.  Bigger. 


Doc.  No.  17.  H.  R. 


COMMUNICATION 


FROM 


J.   J.   COHEN,   JR., 

IN  RELATION  TO  HIS  CLAIM  AGAINST  THE  STATE,  &c., 

TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  THE  GOVERNOR. 


I 


Indianapolis,  Dec.    15,  1843. 

To  His  Excellency,  James  Whitcomb, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Indiana  : 

Sir:  The  undersigned,  representing  the  late  firm  of  J.  J  Cohen, 
jr.  &  Brothers,  of  Baltimore,  begs  leave  to  refer  your  Excellency  to 
a  joint  resolution  passed  by  the  last  General  Assembly,  (Local  Acts, 
page  205,)  having  for  its  object  the  final  closing  and  settlement  of 
the  accounts  of  said  firm  w^ith  the  State  of  Indiana,  and  authorizing 
the  Agent  of  State  to  execute  the  provisions  thereof.  He  begs  leave 
also  to  refer  your  Excellency  to  the  report  of  the  committee  from 
which  the  joint  resolution  emanated.  This  report  will  be  found  on 
the  printed  Journal  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  page  585.  In 
making  these  references,  the  undersigned  can  scarcely  avoid  the  ex- 
pression of  his  feelings  upon  an  investigation  which  terminated  alike 
honorable  to  his  late  firm  in  their  transactions  with  the  State  of  Indi- 
ana, and  to  the  State  itself  in  the  enactment  of  the  joint  resolution 
above  referred  to.  He  regrets,  however,  that  the  Agent  of  State  de- 
clined to  carry  out  entire,  the  provisions  of  the  resolution.  He 
therefore  has  now  to  ask  for  that  redress  in  the  premises  which  he 
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cannot  doubt  will  be  accorded,  when  the  Legislature  shall  become 
fully  informed  of  the  nature  of  the  objection  assumed  by  the  Agent 
of  State  for  non-compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  resolution. 
With  this  view,  he  begs  leave  most  respectfully  to  request  your  Ex- 
cellency to  give  such  course  to  this  communication  as  will  afford  him 
the  opportunity  of  making  known  to  the  General  Assembly  the 
grievance  for  which  he  solicits  their  interposition. 
With  the  highest  respect. 

Your  Excellency's 

Most  ob't  serv't, 

J.  J.  COHEN,  Jr. 


Doc.  No.  18.  H.  R. 


COMMUNICATION 


FROM 


SILAS   WOOD,   ESQ., 

ENCLOSING  THE  PETITION  OF  SUNDRY  CREDITORS  OF  THE  STATE 

OF  INDIANA, 

TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  THE  GOVERNOR. 


New  York,  22d  Dec,   1843. 

Sir  :  Annexed  is  the  copy  of  a  petition  forwarded  last  winter  to 
Governor  Bigger,  to  be  presented  to  the  Legislature.  It  is  signed  by 
a  small  number  of  the  bond  holders  in  this  region,  and  would  have 
been  presented  to  many  others  to  sign  at  that  time,  but  from  the  fear 
that  it  would  not  arrive  out  in  season,  if  not  then  immediately  dis- 
patched. 

With  the  memorial,  I  addressed  myself  to  Governor  B.,  and  have 
three  times  since  written  to  him  on  the  subject  —  a  copy  of  my  last 
respects  to  him  is  enclosed  —  to  none  of  which  have  I  received  any 
reply. 

I  am  of  course  perfectly  at  a  loss  to  account  for  his  silence,  and 
the  omission  to  present  the  petition  to  the  Legislature.  To  have  pre- 
sented the  petition  would,  in  my  opinion,  been  but  a  compliance  with 
a  privileged  claim  which  every  American  citizen  has  upon  his  own 
Government,  and  the  respective  State  Governments  of  the  Union. 

I  have  yet  to  learn  that  there  is  any  thing  in  the  memorial,  or  in 
my  letters  to  Gov.  B.,  that  is  in  the  least  wanting  in  respect  to  the 
Legislature  or  to  him ;  and  if  there  is  any  thing  unpleasant  in  the 
language  of  reciting  grievancies,  would  it  have  been  expecting  too 
much  to  suppose  that  it  would  be  patiently  borne  with,  when  it  was 
considered  that  some  of  your  creditors  are  by  the  defalcation  of  inte- 
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rest,  and  consequent  loss  of  principal,  by  sale  of  their  bonds,  have 
been  rendered  perfectly  destitute  ? 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  plea  of  any  one  of  the  States  for 
non-payment  of  interest  during  the  last  three  or  four  years  of  sad 
revulsion,  the  present  returning  prosperity  I  think  entirely  removes 
the  excuse ;  and  without  pressing  for  too  much  from  a  debtor,  is  it 
not  as  little  as  could  be  expected  bj^  any  reasonable  person,  that  the 
State  should  at  once  fund  the  Treasury  Notes,  and  commence  pay- 
ing interest  on  the  whole  debt  from  taxes  ?  If  it  would  then  pay  but 
half  the  interest,  funding  the  residue  of  interest  due,  and  at  the  end 
of  four  or  five  years  commence  paying  the  whole  interest,  or  some 
other  similar  plan,  would  no  doubt  be  acceptable  to  the  creditors. 

I  beg  of  you  the  favor  of  obtaining  from  Ex-Gov.  Bigger  the  ori- 
ginal memorial,  and  to  present  the  same  to  the  Legislature. 

With  great  respect, 

1  am  your  ob't  serv't, 

SILAS  WOOD. 
To  His  Excellency  James  Whitcomb, 

Governor  of  Indiana. 


Vo  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Indiana. 

The  subscribers  respectfully  represent,  that  they,  and  many  others, 
are  owners  of  bonds  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  on  which  the  interest 
due  for  two  years  past  remains  unpaid,  occasioning  great  inconveni- 
ence and  loss :  many  widows,  orphans,  and  aged  persons,  have,  by 
their  own  or  their  guardians'  prudent  care,  as  was  then  judged,  had 
their  v/hole  means  of  support  invested  in  these  supposed  securities, 
bearing  a  very  low  rate  of  interest,  in  preference  to  other  subjects  of 
investment  bearing  a  higher  rate  of  interest,  because  of  the  known 
ability,  and  the  presumed  inviolability  of  the  honor  of  your  State  ; 
some  of  the  memorialists  represent  large  amounts  of  these  bonds 
held  in  trust  for  charitable  purposes,  which  cost  largely  over  par;  — 
confidence  was  reposed  in  the  faith  pledged  by  your  State,  in  the 
same  degree  that  the  pledge  itself  was  divested  of  legal  enforcement ; 
that  this  confidence  in  the  honor  of  the  State  was  universal,  was 
shown  by  the  fact  that  the  five  per  cent,  bonds  issued  by  it,  almost 
invariably  bore  a  higher  price  than  the  six  per  cent,  bonds  of  the  ad- 
joining States. 

It  was  not  till  very  recently  believed  possible  that  any  one  of  the 
sovereign  States  of  this  Union  coufd  or  v)ould  hesitate  a  moment  in 
preserving,  to  its  utmost  ability,  the  integrity  which  it  had  thus 
pledged,  and  the  whole  world  witnessed  with  infinite  surprise  the 
rising  of  the  last  session  of  your  Legislature,  not  only  without  pro- 
viding for  any  part  of  the  interest  due,  hut  actually  repealing  or  re- 
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ducing  the  amount  of  taxes  which  had  by  a  previous  session  been 
appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  interest  due  from  the 
State. 

The  defalcations  in  the  payment  of  interest  have  occasioned  inde- 
scribable suffering  to  thousands  of  the  creditors  of  your  State ;  many 
have  been  compelled  to  sell  their  bonds  at  the  most  enormous  sacri- 
fice to  raise  small  sums  of  money,  and  some  have  been  driven  to 
subsist  on  charity. 

We  have  deferred  presenting  this  memorial  of  our  grievance  to 
this  late  period,  that  we  might  see  what  recommendation  would  flow 
from  your  Chief  Magistrate  on  the  subject,  at  the  opening  of  your 
present  session.  We  cannot  too  highly  commend  the  sentiments  he 
expresses  with  regard  to  the  pledges  of  faith  made  by  the  State,  and 
also  the  felicitous  manner  in  which  he  compares  public  duty  and  ob- 
ligations with  the  sanctity  of  individual  engagements,  and  we  would 
respectfully  ask  of  him  to  carry  out  the  comparison,  and  show  what 
would  be  the  public  sentiment  respecting  that  person  or  association 
who,  because  they  found  it  inconvenient  or  impracticable  to  pay  the 
whole  of  their  obligations,  should  refuse  to  pay  any  part  thereof,  or, 
finding  that  the  income  from  their  estates  would  not  pay  the  interest 
on  the  mortgages  upon  them,  should  decline  to  pay  any  part,  and  ac- 
tually neglect  to  collect,  or  should  dissipate  a  part  of  the  revenue, 
instead  of  appropriating  it  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  so  far  as  it 
would  go,  and  for  the  current  time. 

If  such  individuals  or  associations  were,  by  some  peculiar  preroga- 
tive, placed  above  and  beyond  the  power  of  law,  and  their  creditors, 
like  many  of  the  creditors  of  your  State,  consisted  of  the  widow,  the 
orphan,  and  the  aged  of  the  land,  who  by  a  high  profession  of  morals 
and  honor  of  the  debtors,  had  been  induced  to  invest  all  their  means 
of  support  in  such  obligations,  the  defalcations  of  the  debtors  could 
not  otherwise  than  be  reproached  in  the  severest  terms  by  the  united 
voice  of  the  just  and  virtuous. 

Such  censure  and  condemnation  will  be  applicable  to  every  State 
ill  the  Union  which  does  not  provide  to  the  utmost  of  its  ability  for 
its  engagements ;  and  there  is  not  one  of  them  that  cannot  as  readily 
pay  the  whole  annual  interest  due  from  it  as  can  the  mhabitants  of 
this  city  pay  their  taxes,  which  this  year  amount  to  rising  eighty- 
four  cents  on  each  one  hundred  dollars  of  the  assessed  value  of  real 
and  personal  estate. 

If,  however,  any  one  of  the  States  should  think  the  burden  greater 
than  can  easily  be  borne  at  the  present  time,  it  would  redound  much 
to  its  credit,  and  go  far  towards  satisfying  the  wretched  and  impove- 
rished creditor,  if  he  saw  even  half  of  it  cheerfully  meted  out  to 
him  as  it  became  due,  with  the  assurance  of  the  residue  at  some  fu- 
ture period. 

We  are  aware,  from  your  Governors  message,  that  there  is  a  de- 
scription of  debt  afloat  in  your  State,  which  is  by  law  receivable  in 
taxes,  and  that  it  serves  to  prevent  collections  for  the  payment  of 
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interest,  until  it  is  absorbed,  or  legally  set  aside,  to  receive  only  its 
pro  rata  dividend  with  other  creditors. 

Applying  then,  in  behalf  of  your  State,  in  this,  as  in  other  cases 
alluded  to  by  your  Governor,  the  rule  which  in  honor  and  justice 
should  guide  individuals  who  have  become  embarrassed,  we  would 
respectfully  suggest,  that  the  State  should  fund  the  Treasury  Notes, 
and  pay  interest  on  the  debt  so  funded,  at  the  same  time  and  in  the 
same  ratio  that  is  paid  on  other  debts  of  the  State.  In  equity  and 
justice  every  creditor  should  be  placed  on  the  same  footing. 

In  this  mode,  there  cannot  be  a  doubt  but  the  interest  on  your 
whole  debt  can  be  annually  discharged,  and  by  it  an  advantage  deri- 
ved to  the  State  in  credit,  and  in  prosperous  pursuits,  which  cannot 
be  experienced  without  it. 

On  behalf  of  your  suffering  creditors  we  earnestly  pray  for  imme- 
diate relief.  ^ 
January,  1843. 

Signed  by  JNO.  WARD  &  Co., 
D.  CLARKSON, 
NEVENS  TOWNSEND  &  Co., 
JOSIAH  K.  HALE. 
WALTER  R.  JONES, 

D.  LEAVITT, 
N.  G.  OGDEN, 
DYKERS  &  ALSTINE, 

E.  RIGGS, 

J.  LITTLE  &L  Co., 
SILAS  WOOD, 
J.  M.  WOODWARD, 
J.  D.  BEERS, 

F.  SUYDAM, 
DAN'L  GRAND, 
CHAPMAN  &  Co., 
HORACE  STOCKING, 
T.  DAVIS, 

RAWDON  &  GROESBACK, 
JNO.  J.  PALMER, 
DEWITT  &  Co., 
J.  S.  CARPENDER, 
ROB'T  HYSLOP  &  SON, 
JOHN  L.  BOWNE. 
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(COPY.) 


New  York,  16th  August,  1843. 

Sir  :  In  January  last,  some  of  the  citizens  of  this  place  forward- 
ed, through  the  Hon.  Silas  Wright,  to  you,  a  memorial  to  the  Legis- 
lature of  your  State,  on  the  subject  of  the  bonds  held  by  them,  the 
interest  on  which  had  not  been  paid,  and  still  continues  unpaid,  and 
unprovided  for  by  any  act  of  your  Legislature,  I  believe. 

I  was  at  that  time  requested  by  the  petitioners  to  inclose  the  memo- 
rial to  you ;  but  having  received  no  reply  from  you,  and  having  un- 
derstood from  a  citizen  of  your  State  that  the  petition  was  not,  as  he 
believed,  presented  to  the  Legislature,  I  am  induced  again  respectfully 
to  ask  you  to  inform  me  if  the  petition  was  received  by  you,  and  if 
not  presented  at  the  last  session  of  your  Legislature,  if  you  will  be 
so  good  as  to  have  it  presented  early  in  the  next  session^  that  such 
action  may  be  had  thereon  as  the  importance  of  the  case  requires, 
both  for  the  good  faith  of  your  State  and  the  sufferings  of  your 
creditors. 

Whatever  has  been  the  state  of  general  suffering  during  the  pecu- 
niary distress  of  late  years,  the  returning  prosperity  of  your  State 
will  divest  it,  I  believe,  of  every  shadow  of  excuse  for  continuing  the 
misery  of  those  who  have  confided  their  property  to  the  plighted 
honor  of  your  State. 

Allow  me  to  hope  for  a  reply  to  this,  and  that  you  will  be  so  good 
as  to  state  what  you  think  may  be  expected  by  the  bond  holders 
from  the  action  of  your  Legislature. 

With  much  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  serv't, 
(Signed)  SILAS  WOOD. 

To  His  Excellency  Samuel  Bigger. 
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Office  of  Agent  of  State,   ) 
Indianapolis^  Dec.  15M843.  \ 

His  Excellency  Samuel  Bigger, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Indiana  : 

Having  in  my  report  of  last  year,  stated  very  fully  the  con- 
dition of  the  suspended  debt,  it  will  only  be  necessary,  I  conceive,  in 
this  communication,  to  note  those  changes  that  have  since  taken 
place. 

Under  the  joint  resolution  of  3d  February  last,  authorizing  the 
Agent  of  State  to  settle  with  J.  J.  Cohen,  Jr.  and  Brothers,  a  final 
adjustment  has  been  made  with  those  gentlemen;  but  not  in  the  pre- 
cise manner  indicated  by  the  resolution;  for  that,  under  the  circum- 
stances, was  impossible.  The  resolution  proceeds  on  the  erroneous 
assumption  that  the  Messrs.  Cohens  were  indebted  to  the  State  in 
the  sum  of  ^50,000,  and  authorizes  mc  to  receive  that  sum  from 
them  in  bonds  at  par  ;  and  directs  me  upon  the  delivery  of  the  bonds 
to  enter  satisfaction  of  their  debt,  Slc  (Local  Acts,  1842-'43,  page 
205.)  In  fact,  the  Messrs.  Cohens  owed  us  at  the  time  but  $45,000, 
— one  of  their  notes  of  ,^5,000  having,  in  May  preceding,  been  en- 
dorsed by  me  to  the  Merchants  Bank  of  the  city  of  N.  York,  towards 
liquidating  the  sum  of  ,$15,000,  which  had  been  borrowed  by  my  prede- 
cessor from  that  institution,  and  for  which  we  stood  indebted.  (See 
my  report  of  last  year,  page  17.)  Under  these  circumstances,  with 
a  desire  to  carry  out  the  resolution,  in  the  spirit  of  it,  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, I  proposed  to  the  Messrs.  Cohens  to  receive  from  them  45 
bonds  at  par,  with  the  coupons  attached, — they  arranging  with  the 
Merchants'  Bank  the  note  of  ,$5,000  and  interest;  except  that  for  the 
sake  of  a  compromise,  and  to  bring  the  business  to  a  close,  I  would 
assume  the  payment  of  ,§261  32  of  the  interest  due  on  the  note. 
This  proposition  was  reluctantly  acceded  to,  and  the  Messrs.  Cohens 
paid,  or  otherwise  satisfied,  to  the  Merchants'  Bank  the  note  of  $5,000 


(with  the  exception  of  the  §261  32,  which  I  assumed)  and  delivered 
to  mc  the  45  bonds,  wMiich  have  been  duly  cancelled  and  filed  with 
the  Treasurer,  and  I  entered  a  lull  and  final  discharge  of  the  claim. 
With  tiiis  arrangement,  however,  the  Messrs.  Cohens  are  not  entire- 
ly satisfied.  They  seem  to  think  that  I  should  have  paid  to  the 
Merchants'  Bank  the  note  of  ,35,000  and  interest  in  money,  and 
should  then  have  taken  from  them  bonds  for  it  at  par;  and  they  con- 
template, as  they  informed  me,  applying  to  the  present  legislature  for 
relief.  Whatever  direction  the  legislature  may  give,  I  will  endeavor 
to  execute. 

It  would  give  me  pleasure  if  I  could,  in  like  manner,  report  the  fi- 
nal settlement  of  all  the  other  debts  due  the  State,  even  though  it 
were  on  less  favorable  terms  ;  for  I  deem  it  more  important  that  this 
business  should  be  brought  to  a  close,  than  that  for  the  sake  of  the 
uncertain  advantage  that  may  possibly  arise  from  delay,  it  should  be 
procrastinated  indefinitely.  But  it  is  very  difficult,  and  in  most  cases 
impossible,  by  any  action  of  mine,  to  hasten  its  adjustment.  Our 
debtors — our  direct  debtors  I  mean,  with  the  solitary  exception  of 
the  Madison  Bond  Company,  are  all  insolvent,  and  incapable,  even 
if  they  were  willing,  of  doing  any  thing.  Most  of  them  that  are  nat- 
ural persons  have  availed  themselves  of  the  bankrupt  law  ;  and  as  to 
the  corporations,  they  have  all,  without  exception,  been  placed  in 
the  hands  of  receivers.  Looking  to  the  responsibility  of  our  immedi- 
ate debtors — those  who  directly  procured  from  us  our  bonds,  and  the 
prospect  is  exceedingly  gloomy,  with  the  exception  before  stated,  of 
ever  realizing  any  thing.  The  jMorris  Canal  and  Banking  Company, 
which  is  by  far  the  greatest  debtor — owing  us  five-eights  of  the  en- 
tire suspended  debt,  is  so  desperately  insolv^ent  that  the  receivers  ap- 
pointed to  wind  up  its  afiairs,  after  eighteen  months  of  eflbrts,  have 
only  been  able  to  realize  out  of  its  assets,  about  §16,000  of  money  ; 
of  which  over  §12,000  has  been  absorbed  by  expenses,  leaving  about 
$4,000  to  be  distributed  among  over  $6,000,000  of  debts,  which  are 
owing  by  the  institution.  The  bank  of  Western  New  York,  the  De- 
troit and  Pontiac  Railroad  Company,  the  Erie  County  Bank,  the 
Binghampton  Bank,  the  Bank  of  Commerce,  the  Staten  Island  Whal- 
ing Company,  and  the  Merchants  Exchange  Bank  of  Buffalo,  Reuben 
D.  Dodge,  Merrill  B.  Sherwood,  and  the  estate  of  Hiram  Pratt,  de- 
ceased, are  nearly  all   in  a  like  desperate  condition. 

But  at  the  same  time,  from  some  of  those  debtors,  we  hold 
collateral  securities,  which  are  more  or  less  valuable,  and  may 
be  made  available.  It  is  unnecessary  here  to  recapitulate  them. 
A  full  account  of  them  is  to  be  found  in  my  reports  of  last 
year.  These  securities,  I  still  suppose  with  proper  care,  may 
be  made  to  yield  from  three  to  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
Many  of  them,  it  is  true,  are  worthless  ;  such  as  the  Beaver 
Meadow  Railroad  stock,  the  Schuylkill  and  Susquehanna  Railroad 
stock,  the  "  bonds"  (  so  called)  of  D.  Ilolbrook,  the  notes  of  Downer 
and  the  stocks  in  the  various  free  banks  in  New  York.  But  the 
]»rooklyn  nil  f;ictory,  the  lots  (at  Blootningdnle)  in  the  city  of  N.  York 


the  lots  in  Jersey  city,  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  stock,  the 
lots  at  Budalo,  (taken  from  Roop)  the  claims  on  Messrs.  Perrills  and 
Mr.  Olds  in  Ohio,  (taken  from  the  Bank  of  Circleville,)  the  $'175,000 
of  certificates  of  deposite  of  the  North  American  Trust  and  Banking 
Company,  the  Appalachicola  Land  Stock,  with  various  other  minor 
securities,  are  valuable  ; — not  so  much  so  indeed  as  when  we  first  re- 
ceived them,  yet  enough  so  as  to  make  it  an  object  for  the  State  to 
watch  over  and  protect  them.  I  believe  we  will  be  able  to  realize 
from  them  what  I  have  stated — from  three  to  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

Of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  stock,  we  were  the  owners 
of  751  shares  of  $M00  each.  During  my  late  visit  to  the  east,  I  sold 
this  stock  to  Messrs.  Johnson  &  Lee,  of  Baltimore;  and  by  so  doing 
have  realized  $'22,233  36  in  ready  money  ;  which  I  am  now  paying 
out  to  our  domestic  creditors,  under  the  direction  of  the  joint  resolu- 
tion of  2d  January  last.  (See  Appendix  A.)  I  also  received  before 
the  sale,  a  dividend  of  tv^^o  per  cent,  on  the  stock. 

That  portion  of  the  182  lots  owned  by  the  State,  in  the  12th  ward 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  which  was  under  mortgage  to  Susan  Leed- 
yard  for  $4,000,  (see  report  of  last  year,  page  22-23)  has  been  sold 
under  a  decree  of  foreclosure,  and  purchased  in  by  the  mortgagee. 
The  attorney  of  the  complainant  was  very  desirous  that  I  should  be- 
come the  purchaser  at  the  amount  of  the  incumbrance  ;  but  consid- 
ering how  the  property  was  otherwise  embarrassed,  I  thought  the 
State  was  well  rid  of  it. 

I  have  not  been  able  as  yet,  to  make  sale  of  the  Brooklyn 
oil  factory.  Various  offers  have  been  made  for  it  ;  but  none  that  1 
believed  it  proper  to  accept  ;  principally  for  the  reason  that  the  bid- 
ders desired  to  purchase  on  credit.  If  we  must  have  foreign  assets 
to  look  after,  it  had  better  be,  in  general,  in  the  shape  of  permanent 
property,  I  conceive,  tiian  of  personal  security.  It  is  still  under 
lease  to  Mr.  Hatch,  at  the  reduced  rent  of  $1,000  per  year,  which 
is  insufficient  to  cover  the  ordinary  ware  and  the  damage  done  to 
the  machinery.     Better,  however,  cannot  be  done  with  it. 

During  the  past  year,  I  have  been  necessarily  obliged  to  expend 
about  $500,  in  repairing  the  dock,  which  had  given  way  and  in  retiling 
the  roofs  which  had  begun  to  leak  very  badly. 

Real  estate  in  New  York  and  its. vicinity  is  beginning  again  to  be 
sought  after  ;  and  the  probability  is,  that  in  the  course  of  the  next 
year  we  will  be  able  to  dispose  of  this  property  for  ready  money, 
and  at  a  fair  price. 

In  the  great  case  of  the  Dutch,  (William  Wellenck,  Jr.)  against  the 
Morris  Canal  and  Banking  Companv,  the  State  of  Indiana  and  others, 
which  was  a  proceeding  to  foreclose  a  mortgage  of  $750,000  on  the 
Morris  Canal,  on  the  whole  and  on  a  distinct  portion  of  which  we 
also  held  subsequent  mortgages,  a  decree  has  been  rendered  in  favor 
of  the  complainants,  giving  them  not  only  the  entire  canal,  in  its 
whole  length  from  Jersey  city  to  Easton,  but  also  as  appendages, 
the  pier  at   Jersey   city,   the    Pompton   Feeder,  (so    called,)  and  in- 


deed  every  thing  else,  in  anywise  connected  with  the  work,  except  the 
canal  boats.  From  this  unexpected  decision,  the  State  has  appealed 
to  the  Court  of  Errors.  The  appeal  will  probably  be  tried  in  May 
next,  and  with  every  reasonable  prospect  of  success.  (See  Appen- 
dix B.) 

Should  the  result,  however,  prove  otherwise  than  we  anticipate, 
then  we  shall  have  nothing  left  to  look  to,  to  pay  the  ,$'2,500,000, 
owing  us  by  the  Morris  Canal  and  Banking  Company,  but  the  collat- 
eral securities  which  they  furnished  us,  and  which  at  best  are  not 
equal  to  the  one-fifth  part  of  our  debt. 

Of  the  canal  boats,  what  remains  of  them,  we  have  now^  the  actual 
possession.  They  are  in  use  this  year  by  Messrs.  Mills  &  vSykcs, 
the  lessees  of  the  canal,  under  the  charge  of  Major  Knott,  as  our 
agent,  and  they  have  already  paid  me  $500  of  rent,  and  the  proba- 
bility is  that  something  more  will  be  obtained. 

The  conveyance  by  the  Georgia  Lumber  Company  to  the  State,  of 
the  lands  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  which  had  been  previously  mort- 
gaged by  the  former  to  the  latter,  I  have  not  altogether  accepted  nor 
declined.  There  are  some  objections  to  the  titles,  which  we  are  en- 
deavoring to  clear  away.  If  we  succeed,  the  conveyance  will  cer- 
tainly be  accepted:  and  perhaps  it  will  be  best  to  accept  it  at  any  rate; 
for  the  prospect  is  very  gloomy  of  ever  obtaining  any  thing  else.  Jn 
the  mean  time,  these  lands  are  to  be  sold  for  taxes  on  the  2d  inst., 
and  under  the  advice  of  our  able  counsel  in  Georgia,  I  have  sent  out 
an  agent  to  purchase  them  in  for  the  State.  It  is  almost  to  be  re- 
gretted that  we  have  such  a  security  ;  for  it  is  much  to  be  feared 
that  it  will  cost  us  more  to  look  after  and  protect  it  than  we  shall 
ever  realize  from  it. 

With  the  view  of  obtaining  or  securing  something,  if  possible,  from 
the  Detroit  and  Pontiac  Railroad  Company,  I  proceeded  to  Detroit 
in  January  last,  and  endeavored  to  make  some  settlement  with  the 
company.  But  nothing  could  be  effected — more,  I  have  reason  to 
believe,  from  a  want  of  disposition  than  a  want  of  ability. 

From  a  review  of  the  circumstances,  connected  with  this  debt,  it 
seems  to  me  to  have  been  in  contemplation  from  the  first  to  cheat 
the  State  out  of  her  bonds.  Mr.  Alfred  Williams,  who  was  at  that 
time,  and  apparently  yet  is  the  principal  in  the  company,  notwith- 
standing that  he  has  taken  the  benefit  of  the  Bankrupt  act,  negotiat- 
ed for  the  purchase  of  our  bonds.  To  obtain  them,  he  represented 
in  writing,  that  by  the  terms  of  the  charter,  any  bonds  which  the 
company  might  execute  would  operate  as  a  mortgage  on  the  road, 
and  that  there  were  at  that  time,  no  incumbrance  thereon.  Under 
these  circumstances,  he  obtained  our  stocks, — giving  the  bonds  of  the 
company  f(jr  their  payment.  His  representations  were  untrue  in 
two  [tarticulars.  In  the  first  place,  it  was  not  true  that  the  bonds  of 
the  company  operated  as  a  mortgage  of  the  road  ;  and  this  could 
readily  have  been  discovered  by  an  inspection  of  their  charter.  But 
in  the  next  place,  even  if  this  had  been  so,  it  was  not  true  that  the 
bonds  made  to  us  would  have  created  the  first  lien  ;  lor  at  that  very 


time,  the  road,  with  ah  its  appurtenances,  was  under  mortgage  to  the 
State  of  Michigan,  for  the  sum  of  $100,000,  which  had  been  loaned 
to  the  company  by  Michigan,  in  her  own  stocks,  to  aid  them  in  con- 
structing the  work.  Having  exhausted  the  $100,000  borrowed  from 
Michigan,  without  completing  the  road,  Mr.  Williams,  to  obtain 
means  to  prosecute  it  farther,  applied  to  our  commissioners  to  pur- 
chase Indiana  bonds  ;  and  by  such  representations  as  I  have  stated, 
and  by  promising  payment  in  6,  7,  8,  9  and  10  months,  when  there 
could  not  have  been  the  most  remote  idea  of  making  it,  he  obtain- 
ed $'100,000  of  our  stocks.  This  transaction  can  be  viewed  in  no 
other  light  than  as  a  deliberate  fraud  upon  the  State. 

The  Detroit  and  Pontiac  Railroad  company  was  chartered  in 
1834  ;  and  by  one  of  the  provisions  of  its  charter,  the  shares  in  the 
capital  stock  of  the  company  are  declared  to  be  personal  property. 
In  1835,  an  act  to  amend  the  charter  was  passed,  authorizing  the 
stockholders  to  establish  a  bank  at  Pontiac,  under  the  name  of  the 
"President,  Directors,  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  Pontiac,"  but 
providing  that  before  the  bank  should  commence  operations,  the  Rail- 
road company  should  convey  to  it,  by  such  instrument  as  should  be 
approved  of  by  the  Governor,  the  entire  stock  of  the  railroad  com- 
pany, which  should  stand  as  a  security  for  the  redemption  of  the 
issues  and  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  the  bank,  and  might  be  levied 
on  and  sold  for  such  debts.  The  bank  went  into  operation  ;  but  be- 
fore doing  so,  the  rail-road  company,  by  their  own  act^  undertook  to 
transfer  to  it  the  stock  of  the  company.  The  stockholders  who  had 
subscribed  the  stock,  and  whose  personal  property  it  was^  did  not 
make  the  transfer  :  it  was  made  by  the  railroad  company,  in  their 
corporate  capacity.  This,  it  is  conceived,  could  not  be  legally  done. 
The  railroad  company  had  no  power,  by  z7s  own  act,  to  assign  away 
the  stock,  which,  under  the  charter  of  the  company,  was  the  personal 
property  of  the  respective  stockholders.  The  bank  very  shortly  ex- 
ploded. About  the  time  of  its  failure,  Mr.  Williams,  acting  as 
Vice  President  of  the  institution,  made  the  obligation  of  the  bank 
for  a  considerable  amount,  to  a  namesake  and  kinsman  of  his  in  De- 
troit ;  on  which  he  confessed  judgment  for  the  bank,  which  was 
forthwith  entered  up,  execution  was  issued,  and  the  stock  assigned  as 
I  have  stated,  was  levied  upon  and  sold,  and  Mr.  Williams's  kinsman 
became  the  purchaser.  Being  advised  by  counsel  that  the  assign- 
ment was  invalid,  or  even  if  it  were  not,  that  such  transfer  only 
passed  the  property  in  the  stock,  but  did  not  affect  the  property  in  the 
road,  which  still  remained  in  the  company,  I  directed  suit  to  be 
brought  on  our  obligations,  hoping  that  by  levying  on  the  road  itself, 
we  might  be  able  ultimately  to  save  something.  Of  the  result  of  the 
suit,  I  am  not  advised.  I  also  applied  to  the  legislature,  who  had  au- 
thorized the  company,  at  any  time  within  five  years,  to  pay  off  their 
mortgage  to  the  State,  in  her  own  stocks  at  par,  to  give  us  the  privi- 
lege, on  the  failure  of  the  company,  to  pay  up  the  mortgage  in  the 
same  manner  ;  and  on  doing  so,  to  take  an  assignment  of  it.     The 
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bill  passed  the  lower  House,    but  was   defeated  in  the  Senate,  mainly 
by  the  active  interference  of  Mr.  Williams. 

The  controversy  with  Messrs.  Beldings,  (see  my  last  year's  re- 
port, page  54 )  has  been  compromised.  Doct.  Simers  paid  them 
their  claim,  and  for  the  amount  I  gave  him  credit  on  the  decree  of 
foreclosure,  we  had  obtained  against  him.     (See  Appendix  C.) 

A  partial  settlement  has  been  made  with  General  Stapp.  For  a 
portion  of  the  claims,  set  up  against  him  by  the  State,  which  are  ac- 
knowledged to  be  just,  he  has  given  his  notes  with  security.  (See 
Appendix  D.)  As  to  the  remainder,  the  correctness  of  which  is  dis- 
puted, I  would  propose,  at  his  suggestion  and  request,  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  the  legislature  to  examine  and  settle  the 
matter.  For  myself,  let  me  add  that  I  would  gladly  avoid,  under  the 
circumstances,  the  adjustment  with  Gen.  Stapp  of  doubtful  questions. 
I  would  much  prefer  that  it  should  be  done  by  a  committee,  to  whom 
the  whole  subject  could  be  presented,  and  whom  it  would  give  me 
pleasure  to  aid  in  an  examination  of  all  the  facts. 

I  have  on  hand,  realized  from  the  suspended  debt,  a  balance  of  near 
$31,000  in  ready  money.  This  I  am  paying  out  to  the  contractors, 
laborers,  &c.  on  the  Madison  and  Indianapolis  railroad,  in  pursuance 
of  the  joint  resolution  of  28th  January  last,  and  the  resolution  sup- 
plemental thereto,  of  9th  of  the  succeeding  month.  The  amount  of 
claims  reported  by  Mr.  T.  A.  Morris,  Engineer,  under  these  resolu- 
tions is  $68,236  50;  besides  which,  there  is  due  to  J.  H.  Hen- 
dricks, for  work  and  labor  on  the  same  road,  the  sum  of  $25,031  04, 
and  to  others,  who  are  directed  to  be  paid  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
suspended  debt,  the  sum  of  about  .$2,723  89.  If  all  these  claims  were 
upon  the  same  footing,  a  dividend  of  32  per  cent,  could  be  paid  upon 
them.  But  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Hendricks  and  several  other  claimants, 
they  are  to  be  postponed,  as  I  understand  the  law^,  until  the  others 
are  first  satisfied, — the  resolutions  in  their  favor  providing  that  they 
shall  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  I  may  place  in  the  treasury  ;  but 
the  resolutions  in  favor  of  the  contractors,  laborers,  &c.  on  the  Madi- 
son and  Indianapolis  railroad,  forbidding  in  substance,  that  I  shall 
place  any  money  there,  until  I  have  first  satisfied  their  claims.  The 
postponed  recipients  of  this  fund  complain  of  the  hardship  of  this  dis- 
crimination ;  and  for  the  purpose  of  giving  them  an  opportunity  of 
bringing  the  subject  again  before  the  legislature,  I  have  deferred  till 
1st  January,  the  payment  of  any  other  than  what  would  be  an  equal 
dividend  upon  the  gross  sum.  My  anxiety  in  this  matter  is  to  pur- 
sue such  a  course  as  shall  be  satisfactory,  at  the  same  time  that  it  is 
just. 

Under  the  joint  resolution  of  13th  of  February  last,  "for  the  pre- 
servation of  the  books  and  papers  belonging  to  the  system  of  internal 
improvements,  and  for  other  purposes,"  every  cObrt  has  been  made 
to  collect  and  arrange  the  books,  papers,  and  accounts  of  the  various 
engineers  and  commissioners  and   of  the  board  of  internal  improve- 


ment.  To  a  considerable  extent  we  have  succeeded  ;  yet  there  are 
many  valuable  documents  which  are  found  to  be  missing.  Among 
them  are  many  of  the  deeds  for  property  or  rights  of  way,  on  and 
along  the  lines  of  several  of  the  public  works;  and  of  those  we  have 
obtained,  but  few  were  recorded.  The  recording  of  them  has  since 
been  attended  to.  Many  valuable  papers  have  also  been  withdrawn 
at  various  times,  for  the  purpose  of  being  used  in  the  courts  of  jus- 
tice ;  but  have  not  been  returned.  It  is  hardly  probable  that  we 
shall  ever  be  able  to  collect  all  of  them  together. 

Besides  the  books  and  papers  pertaining  to  our  system,  an  effort 
has  also  been  made  to  collect  together  the  instruments  belonging  to 
the  State,  which  were  in  use  on  the  public  works.  For  an  account 
of  their  number  and  present  condition,  I  refer  to  the  report  of  Mr, 
Hubbard,  hereto  attached. 

M.  G.  BRIGHT,  Agent. 


M.  G.  Bright,  Esq  : 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  inquiry  respecting  the  number  and  con- 
dition of  the  instruments  belonging  to  the  State  of  Indiana,  for  the 
use  of  her  public  works,  I  can  say — 

There  belonged  to  the  State,  at  the  time  of  the  suspension  of  labor 
on  the  public  works,  37  levels  and  transits  ;  1 1  compasses  ;  1  theod- 
olite and  12  boxes  of  mathematical  instruments  ;  besides  1  compass, 
1  level  and  1  box  of  mathematical  instruments,  belonging  jointly  to 
the  States  of  Illinois  and  Indiana,  purchased  for  use  on  the  Wabash 
river ;  of  which  5  levels,  2  compasses  and  3  boxes  of  instru- 
ments were  granted  to  the  White-water  Valley  Canal  Company. 

Six  levels  and  transits,  1  compass  and  1  box  of  instruments  are 
claimed  by  the  Madison  and  Indianapolis  railroad  company,  as  be- 
longing to  the  road. 

Five  levels,  1  compass  and  2  boxes  of  instruments  are  in  use  on 
the  Wabash  and  Erie  Canal  below  Lafayette,  in  charge  of  Mr.  Ball. 

Two  levels,  1  compass,  and  1  case  of  instruments  are  in  use  on 
the  Wabash  and  Erie  Canal  above  liafayette,  in  charge  of  Mr. 
Fisher. 

One  compass  or  level  is  in  use  on  the  New  Albany  and  Vincennes 
road,  in  charge  of  Mr.  Clements. 

Two  levels  and  1  compass  are  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Gra- 
ham, late  commissioner,  who  has  been  directed  to  forward  them  to 
this  office  by  the  first  safe  opportunity. 

Three  levels  and  2  compasses  have  been  forwarded  from  the  Wa- 
bash and  Erie  and  Erie  and  Michigan  canals  by  Mr.  Fisher,  but  not 
yet  received. 

One  level  has  been  forwarded  from  Evansville,  but  not  yet  re- 
ceived. 
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One  level  is  now  in  possession  of  the  seminary  at  Princeton,  which 
the  trustees  have  been  directed  to  forward  immediately  to  this  place. 

Six  levels  and  2  compasses  have  been  collected  and  are  now  de- 
posited in  this  office. 

One  compass  has  been  lent  to  be  taken  to  Iowa,  the  return  of 
which  has  been  directed  by  Mr.  O.  P.  Jennison,  who  is  responsible 
for  its  safe  return. 

The  theodolite  is  in  possession  of  Mr.  H.  C.  Moore,  who  some 
months  since  was  requested  to  forward  the  same  to  this  office. 

The  State  of  Illinois,  by  its  agent,  has  taken  possession  of  the  in- 
struments belonging  jointly  to  both  States,  together  with  some 
water  lime  and  office  furniture  ;  all  of  which,  with  the  exception  of 
the  instruments,  have  been  sold,  and  the  proceeds  appropriated  to 
their  own  use. 

A  letter  has  been  addressed  to  the  Governor  of  Illinois  on  the  sub- 
ject of  an  equitable  division  of  the  instruments  and  proceeds  of  the 
sale  of  the  other  articles,  but  no  reply  has  been  received. 

Some  of  the  instruments  have  mysteriously  disappeared,  and  no 
other  than  those  enumerated  in  the  foregoing  have  been  found. 

Respectfully,  WM.  S.  HUBBARD. 


Doc.   No.  2.  Senate. 


PETITION 


TRUSTEES    OF    THE 


UNIVERSITY  OF  VINCENNES. 


In  Senate,  Dec.   11,  1843. 


Presented  by  Mr.  Pefrees,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Miller,  ordered  that 
said  petition  lie  upon  the  table,  and  one  hundred  copies  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 


PETITION. 


To  the  Honorable  the  General  Assembly 

of  the  State  of  Indiana  : 

Your  petitioners,  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Vincennes  Uni- 
versity, respecttully  represent,  that  in  the  act  of  Congress  of  March 
26th,  1804,  (3d  volume  Bioren's  Laws,  195.)  for  the  disposal  of  the 
pubhc  lands  in  the  Indiana  territory,  the  second  section  establishes 
three  land  districts  ; — one  at  Vincennes.  And  the  5th  section  directs 
the  sale  of  all  the  lands,  except  the  private  reserves,  sections  No.  16, 
and  the  salt  lands  ;  and  "  with  the  exception  also  of  an  entire  town- 
ship in  each  of  the  three  districts,  to  be  located  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  for  the  use  of  a  seminary  of  learning."  That  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  Albert  Gallatin,  by  his  letter  of  October  10th, 
1806,  did  locate  the  Gibson  township  for  the  use  of  a  seminary  of 
learning  in  the  Vincennes  land  district: 

That  the  Vincennes  land  district  by  the  said  act  of  1804,  consisted 
of  the  land  included  in  the  "  boundaries  fixed  by  the  treaty  lately  held 
with  the  Indian  tribes  of  the  Wabash  ;"  that  they  understand  the  act 
to  refer  to  the  treaty  made  by  Governor  Harrison  at  Fort  Wayne, 
7th  June,  1803,  (1  Bioren's  Laws,  406)  and  that  a  portion  of  the  land 
included  in  those  boundaries,  is  situated  west  of  the  Wabash,  and  is 
now  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

Your  petitioxiers  respectfully  submit  that  on  the  above  state  of 
facts,  this  question  suggests  itself:  what  was  the  effect  of  this  reser- 
vation and  location  ?  It  is  a  declaration  of  a  trust,  or  it  is  a  grant;  and 
to  whom?  However  construed,  it  was  effective  at  once  as  a  disposi- 
tion of  the  land  by  the  Government  in  favor  of  the  people  of  the  land 
district,  to  be  administered  for  their  benefit  in  the  support  of  a  sem- 
inary of  learning  amongst  them,  in  such  manner  as  the  constituted 
authorities  may  provide. 

Your  petitioners  further  state,  that  in  the  ordinance  of  Congress  of 
1787  for  the  Government  of  the  north-western  territory,  certain  arti- 
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cles  of  compact  are  established  ;  and  that  by  article  3d,  it  is  provided 
as  follows  :  "Religion,  morality,  and  knowledge  being  necessary  for 
good  government  and  the  happiness  of  mankind,  schools  and  the 
means  of  education  shall  for  ever  be  encouraged  ;"  and  by  this  same 
ordinance  a  legislative  power  is  established  as  follows  : 

"And  the  Governor,  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives shall  have  authority  to  make  laws  in  all  cases,  for  the  good  gov- 
ernment of  the  district,  not  repugnant  to  the  principles  and  articles  in 
this  ordinance  esttiblished  and  declared."  And  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, May  7th,  1800,  (3,  Bioren's  Laws,  367)  the  Indiana  territory 
was  organized  with  the  powers  given  by  the  ordinance,  precisely. 

Your  petitioners  respectfully  suggest  that  they  are  advised  by  their 
counsel  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  territorial  government  to  "  encour- 
age schools  and  the  means  of  education"  by  all  means  m  their  power; 
that  any  proper  means  would  be  the  use  of  the  lands  granted  by  the 
Government  ;  and  that  laws  for  such  purpose,  would  not  only  be 
•'laws  for  the  good  government  of  the  district,  not  repugnant  to  the 
principles  and  articles"  of  the  ordinance,  but  would  bo  peculiaiiy  con- 
sistent therewith. 

By  an  act  of  the  territorial  legislature  of  September  17th,  1807, 
(Laws  of  1807,  436,)  the  Vincennes  University  was  established,  and 
your  petitioners  were  incorporated.  That  the  2d  section  of  the  act  is 
as  follows  : 

"  And  whereas  Congress  has  appropriated  a  township  of  land  of 
23,040  acres  for  the  use  and  support  of  the  university  or  a  public 
school  in  the  district  of  Vincennes  :  and  whereas  the  township  is  now 
located  and  the  boundaries  designated  :  be  it  therefore  enacted,  That 
the  trustees  in  their  corporate  capacity,  or  a  majority  of  ihem,  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  sell,  transfer,  convey,  and  dispose 
of  any  quantity  not  exceeding  4,000  acres  of  the  said  land  for  the  pur- 
pose of  putting  into  immediate  operation  the  said  institution  or  uni- 
versity ;  and  to  lease  or  rent  the  remaining  part  of  the  said  township 
to  the  best  advantage  for  the  use  of  the  said  public  school  or  universi- 
ty." 

The  petitioners  respectfully  stnte,  that  they  are  advised  by  their 
counsel,  that  this  was  substantially  an  appropriation  to  the  university 
of  the  whole  tract.  The  4,000  acres  were  to  be  sold,  and  were  sold. 
The  remaining  part  was  to  be  leased,  and  a  part  was  leased.  The 
power  to  lease  is  unlimited  :  ihc  leases  might  have  been  for  a  certain 
or  uncertain  time,  for  a  few  years,  or  for  many,  lenewable  or  not  ; 
"  the  advantage  of  the  univerc;ity"'  is  the  only  limitation;  and  the  cor- 
poration is  for  ever.  It  is  a  grant  of  the  township  to  the  corporation, 
with  power  to  sell  a  part  of  it,  and  to  take  tlie  rents  and  profits  of  the 
remamder  forever,  for  the  use  and  support  of  its  schools. 

The  petitioners  further  state,  that  by  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  27ih 
April,  1816  (6  Bioren's  Laws,  115)  the  titles  of  the  purchasers  from 
the  corporation  are  confirmed.  The  ],etitioners  do  not  know  on 
what  application  (v  for   what   reason,  this  act  was  passed.     The  cor- 
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poration  had  no  connection  with  it.  It  probably  originated  in  the  de- 
sire of  individuals  to  have  something  express  from  the  government. 
But  this  act  is  important  to  your  petitioners,  because  it  is  a  recogni- 
tion of  their  incorporation,  and  of  their  action  over  the  township. 

Your  petitioners  further  state,  that  the  next  legislation,  to  which 
they  respectfully  ask  attention,  is  the  act  of  the  19th  April,  1816,  for 
the  adniission  of  Indiana  into  the  Union.  The  6th  section,  4th  prop- 
osition is  as  follows  : 

"  That  one  entire  township,  which  shall  be  designated  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  in  addition  to  the  one  heretofore  reserved 
for  that  purpose,  shall  be  reserved  for  the  use  of  a  seminary  of  learn- 
ing, and  vested  in  the  legislature  of  the  said  State,  to  be  appropriated 
solely  to  the  use  of  such  seminary  by  the  said  legislature." 

The  petitioners  respectfully  submit,  that  this  proposition  cannot  be 
construed,  to  vest  in  the  State  legislature,  the  Gibson  township  reserved 
in  the  act  of  1804.  The  petitioners  would  cheerfully  submit  this 
question  to  the  faculty  of  the  state  college,  at  Bloomington. 

It  reserves  something,  and  it  vests  that  same  something  in  the  legisla- 
ture. Its  language  is  plain,  clear,  unequivocal.  It  is;  ^^shall  be  reserved 
for  the  use  of  a  seminary  of  learning,  and  vested  in  the  legislature  of  the 
State."  What  shall  be  reserved  and  vested  ?  "  One  entire  town- 
ship,*'— a  township  to  be  designated  by  the  President,  and  in  addi- 
tion to  the  one  previously  reserved  and  located  by  Mr.  Gallatin,  and 
appropriated  to  your  petitioners.  The  verb,  "vested,"  has  the  same 
nominative  that  the  verb,  "reserved,"  has,  and  that  is  the  same  which 
the  verb,  "designated,"  has,  and  that  surely  is  "  one  entire  township." 

Your  petitioners  respectfully  suggest,  that  by  the  act  of  1  804,  a  town- 
ship of  land  was  reserved  in  the  Kaskaskia  district  in  Illinois;  that  that 
reserve  was  never  appropriated  by  the  territorial  government  of  Illinois, 
and  that  consequently  by  the  act  for  the  admission  of  Illinois  into  the 
Union,  18th  April,  1818,  (6  Bioren's  Laws,  295)  the  two  entire  town- 
ships that  thereby  reserved,  and  not  by  the  act  of  1804  reserved,  are 
both  vested  in  the  legislature. 

Your  petitioners  respectfully  ask  the  attention  of  the  legislature  to 
the  12lh  article  of  the  constitution  of  Indiana,  section  1.  It  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

"  That  no  evils  may  arise  from  the  change  of  a  territorial  govern- 
ment to  a  permanent  state  government,  it  is  declared  by  this  consti- 
tution that  all  rights,  suits,  actions,  prosecutions,  recognizances,  con- 
tracts, and  claims,  both  as  it  respects  individuals  and  bodies  corporate, 
shall  continue  as  if  no  change  had  taken  place  in  this  government." 

Your  petitioners  submit,  that  they  are  advised  by  their  counsel, 
that  by  virtue  of  this  constitutional  provision,  they  now  have  every 
right  and  every  claim  wliich  they  had  under  the  territorial  govern- 
ment ;  and  that  as  to  such  rights  and  claims  they  arc  beyond  the 
reach  of  the  legislature  of  the  State. 

Your  petitioners  trust  that  they  have  shown  that  the  territorial 
government  had  the  right,  that  indeed  it  was  its  duty,  (o  appropriate 
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the  township  of  land  reserved  in  the  Vincennes  district  by  the  act  of 
1804  ;  that,  by  that  appropriation,  the  right  lo  the  rents  and  profits 
of  that  part  of  the  township  not  sold  by  your  petitioners,  is  vested, 
and  forever^  in  your  petitioners  ;  and  that  your  petitioners'  rights  are 
secured  to  them  by  the  constitution  of  the  State.  Rut  to  give  more 
satisfaction,  your  petitioners  submit  the  following  evidences  of  cotem- 
poraneous  construction  in  reference  to  their  rights. 

The  board  of  trustees,  named  in  the  act  of  incorporation,  consisted 
in  part,  of  Harrison  the  governor,  of  Vanderburgh,  Parke,  and  Jones, 
judges  of  the  general  court,  appointed  by  the  United  States  ;  of  Tay- 
lor, then  the  chancellor,  and  Badollet  and  Ewing,  the  register  and 
receiver  of  the  land  office.  These  gentlemen  all  acted  as  trustees  ; 
and  is  it  possible  that  they  would  have  united  in  the  exercise  of  a  de- 
fective, or  even  doubtful  power? 

Again  :  after  the  formation  of  the  state  government  in  1817,  as  ap- 
pears from  the  journal  of  the  board,  a  petition  was  made  by  the  board 
to  Congress,  asking  power  to  sell  the  lands.  The  journal  shows  that 
this  petition  was  prepared  by  Judge  Parke,  who  then  was  the  United 
States  Judge,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the  convention  which  form- 
ed the  constitution  of  the  State,  and  who  was  one  of  the  original 
trustees.  Judge  Parke  was  necessarily  acquainted  with  the  whole 
case;  the  reservation  in  1804  ;  the  act  of  incorporation  in  1807  ; 
the  grant  in  the  act  of  1816  for  the  admission  of  the  State  into  the 
Union  ;  and  the  acceptance  of  that  act  by  the  convention  of  which 
he  had  been  a  member.  This  petition  was  presented,  and  was  by  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  referred  to  the  committee  on  public  lands. 
That  committee,  by  Governor  Morrow  of  Ohio,  reported  on  this  pe- 
tition on  the  12th *of  January,  1818.  It  is  No.  267,  page  266,  3d 
vol.,  public  lands,  American  State  papers. 

This  report  recites  the  reservation,  the  incorporation,  and  the 
powers  of  the  trustees  under  it,  and  the  prayer  of  the  petition.  That 
prayer  is  refused  on  the  ground  of  expediency.  There  is  no  allusion 
to  the  authority  of  the  State;  and  there  is  no  hint  of  a  doubt  of  the 
right  of  the  corporation  to  the  rents  and  profits.  It  is  the  strongest 
evidence  that  there  was  then  no  thought  of  any  right  in  the  State 
to  the  land. 

Again:  The  first  legislature  of  the  State,  met  in  November,  1816. 
An  act  to  prevent  waste  on  lands  reserved  for  the  use  of  Schools  and 
salt  springs,  was  passed  the  24th  Dec.  1816,  acts  of  1817,  104,  ch.  12. 
By  section  7  of  this  act,  James  Gregory  is  appointed  superintendent 
for  the  8th  township,  (Monroe  township)  "granted  to  this  State  by 
the  United  States,  for  the  use  of  a  seminary  of  learning."  Adlai  Camp- 
bell is  appointed  superintendent  of  the  French  Lick  Salt  Reserves. 
And  the  Governor  is  authorized  to  appoint  some  fit  person  superin- 
tendent of  any  other  salt  reserve.  Bat,  there  is  no  reference  to  the 
Gibson  township,  which  your  petitioners  claim.  And  why  not,  if 
the  members  of  this  legislature,  many  of  them  members  of  the  con- 
vention, had  crmsidered  that  that  this  township  also  belonged  to  the 
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State  ?  It  is  evidence  that  that  legislature  did  not  claim  this  town- 
ship. 

This  law,  without  alteration,  is  re-enacted  Jan.  29,  1818.  Laws 
of  1818,  301-4. 

Your  petitioners  are  informed  by  their  counsel,  that  there  is  no  evi- 
dence of  any  claim  on  the  part  of  the  State,  and  no  interference  with 
their  corporate  rights,  nothing  in  which  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  of  the 
justice  and  lawfulness  of  their  claim  can  be  traced,  until  the  year 
'l820. 

By  the  joint  resolution  of  Jan.  22,  1820,  acts  of  1820,  160,  one 
Jesse  Emeson  was  appointed  superintendent  of  the  land  vested  in 
your  petitioners,  and  was 'directed  to  collect  the  rents  due  the  State, 
and  to  report  to  the  legislature,  ^-c. 

This  joint  resolution  was  followed  by  the  act  of  January  2,  1822, 
acts  of  1822,  111,  114,  an  act  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  the  semina- 
ry township  in  Gibson  county,  &c. 

This  act  appoints  commissioners  to  sell  the  land  appropriated  to 
your  petitioners,  and  to  pay  the  money  into  the  State  Treasury;  and 
it  gives  to  them  the  powers  of  commissioners  under  the  act  to  prevent 
waste  on  school  lands. 

The  seventh  section  of  this  act  is  in  part  as  follows: 

"Whereas,  it  is  stated  to  this  General  Assembly,  that  the  former 
board  of  trustees  of  the  Yincennes  University,  sold  certain  quarter 
sections  of  the  seminary  township  without  making  and  executing 
deeds  therefor;  and  that  the  said  board  have  expired  by  the  negli- 
gence of  its  members;  for  remedy  whereof:"'  the  commissioners  are 
authorized  to  make  deeds,  <^-c. 

Your  petitioners  state  expressly,  that  the  statement  that  the  board 
had  expired  by  the  negligence  of  its  members,  or  in  any  way,  in  1822, 
was  not  true  in  fact,  as  their  journal  will  show;  and  was  not  true  in 
law,  as  they  are  informed  by  their  counsel.  The  Hon.  Isaac  Blark- 
ford  was  a  trustee,  and  acted  as  secretary,  from  1817  until  his  remo- 
val from  Yincennes;  and  the  journal  in  his  hand  vi^riting,  shows  the 
regular  succession  of  members,  the  meetings  and  adjournment  of 
the  board,  up  to  the  24th  of  April,  1824. 

Your  petitioners  are  informed  by  their  counsel,  that  negligence  is 
a  forfeiture  only  when  ascertained  in  due  course  of  law,  and  that  a 
reduction  of  the  number  of  trustees,  to  a  number  less  than  the  num- 
ber sufTicient  to  act,  would  only  amount  in  law  to  a  suspension  of  the 
corporate  powers. 

This  recital  seems  to  be  an  acknowledgment  of  the  right  of  your 
petitioners;  a  right  then  known  to  all;  and  an  effort  to  avoid  that 
right,  by  a  mis-statement  m  point  of  Aict,  and  by  an  error  in  law. 

Nevertheless,  by  virtue  of  the  said  joint  resolution  and  statute,  the 
State  authorities,  without  right,  and  contrary  to  the  Constitution,  touk 
the  control  of  the  said  lands,  have  received  the  profits,  and  have  sold 
all  that  could  be  sold. 

The  sum  of  i3;i5,413  90  has  been  paid  into  the  State  Treasury  on 
accountof  the  sale  of  the  said  lands;  and  the  sum  of  $8,491    73,  on 
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account  of  interest.  The  sum  of  $9,852  90  is  yet  due  for  the  princi- 
pal. 17,335  acres  have  been  sold  by  the  State  for  the  sum  of  $25,- 
204  64,  and  1,584  acres  remain  unsold. 

Your  petitioners  state  respectfully,  that  in  law  and  in  justice,  this 
money  belongs  to  them,  and  that  a  proper  regard  for  the  Constitution 
requires  that  it  should  be  given  to  them. 

Your  petitioners  further  state,  that  by  an  act  passed  Jan.  2,  1824, 
special  acts  of  1824,  107.  The  Vincennes  University  was  "adopted 
as  the  county  seminary  of  Knox  county,  under  the  direction  and  con- 
trol of  the  board  of  trustees  of  said  University,"  and  as  such  was  au- 
thorized to  receive  the  seminary  money.  That  by  the  act  of  Febru- 
ary 12, 1825,  acts  of  1825,  page  96,  so  much  of  the  act  of  1824,  as  places 
the  Knox  county  seminary  under  the  direction  of  the  university  trus- 
tees is  repealed,  and  the  county  seminary  is  placed  under  the  general 
law. 

Your  petitioners  are  advised  that  these  laws  could  in  no  wise  affect 
their  rights  as  a  corporation.  By  the  first  the  corporation  acquired, 
and  by  the  second  lost,  certain  rights  appertaining  to  the  county  sem- 
inary, and  nothing  more. 

Y''our  petitioners  further  state,  that  on  the  17th  Feb.,  1838,  an  act 
relative  to  the  Vincennes  University  was  passed.  The  preamble  to 
this  act  recites  amongst  other  things,  that  "it  is  reported  that  from  neg- 
lect to  supply  the  vacancies  occasioned  by  death  or  removal  from  the 
State,  in  the  board  of  trustees  of  said  University,  it  is  now  doubted 
whether  a  lawful  board  of  trustees  can  be  assembled:"  Therefore,  <!^^c. 
Trustees  are  appointed  to  fill  the  supposed  vacancies  in  addition  to 
the  six  recognized  trustees. 

By  section  2,  it  is  enacted  that  the  trustees  appointed  by  this  act 
shall  possess  the  power  of  their  predecessors,  and  none  other,  except 
that  they  may  appoint  as  may  jirofessors  as  they  think  proper;  "and 
provided  also,  that  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  give 
the  trustees  any  right  to,  or  power  over  the  college  township  in  Gib- 
son county,  or  the  funds  which  have  heretofore  accrued  or  may  here- 
after accrue  from  the  sale  of  the  seminary  township,  and  which  have 
heretofore  been  appropriated  to  the  support  of  the  Indiana  College." 

Your  petitioners  refer  to  this  act  because  it  might  be  supposed  to 
have  some  effect  on  their  rights.  They  respectfully  suggest  that  they 
are  informed  by  their  counsel,  that  a  reduction  of  the  number  of  trus- 
tees below  the  number,  qualified  by  law  or  the  charter  to  hold  a  meet- 
ing and  supply  vacancies,  does  not  dissolve  the  corporation;  that  while 
any  one  number  of  the  corporation  exists,  such  a  reduction  can  only 
amount  to  a  mere  suspension  of  corporate  action  ;  that  the  legislature 
of  the  State  would  have  power  to  relieve  such  suspension,  but  that 
while  the  corporation  existed,  altho'  its  action  might  be  suspended, 
the  legislature  could  not  have  power  in  any  manner  to  take  away  its 
franchises  or  its  property,  both  being  secured  by  the  constitution. 

Further,  your  petitioners  suggest,  that  they  are  advised  by  their 
counsel,  that  the  proviso  to  the  second  section  does  not  in  any  man- 
ner affect  their  rights.     It  seems  to  have  been  framed  from  extreme  cau 
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tion.  Its  object  seems  to  have  been  the  exclusion  of  any  recognition 
by  the  legislature  of  the  just  rights  of  your  petitioners.  It  refers  to 
the  Gibson  township,  which  your  petitioners  claim,  and  to  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  Monroe  township,  which  they  do  not  claim.  Your  pe- 
titioners are  advised  that  this  proviso,  and  the  acceptance  of  this  act 
by  them,  cannnot  be  construed  into  a  surrender  of  their  rights  over  the 
property  of  the  corporation.  That  their  power  by  the  charter,  is,  to 
purchase,  hold,  lease,  and  convey  property  for  the  "use  of  the  corpora- 
tion," and  that  they  have  no  power  to  give  away,  much  less  to  abandon 
by  compact,  express  or  implied,  to  a  wrong-doer,  the  property  of  the 
corporation. 

Your  petitioners  state  that  they  claim  not  any  right  to,  or  power 
over,  the  Gibson  towmship,  by  virtue  of  that  act,  or  of  any  other  act  of 
the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Indiana.  That  they  claim,  as  they  have 
shown,  by  title  secured  to  them  by  the  first  section  of  the  twelfth  arti- 
cle of  the  constitution;  and  that,  if  their  claim  is  well  founded  in  law, 
it  follows,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that  the  sales  of  the  Gibson  township, 
made  by  the  State,  were  not  well  founded  in  law  and  are  void;  and  that 
therefore  the  purchases  made  by  the  present  holders  of  the  Gibson 
lands  from  the  State,  are  not  valid. 

Your  petitioners,  in  conclusion,  respectfully  state,  that  if  they  can 
avoid  it,  they  do  not  desire  to  disturb  or  disquiet  the  titles  of  a  numer- 
ous body  of  citizens,  to  a  large  and  valuable  tract  of  country.  They 
only  desire  justice,  and  would  rather  receive  a  compensation  from  the 
vState,  than,  by  a  resort  to  legal  proceedings,  regain  the  lands  from  the 
purchasers. 

Wherefore,  that  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  may  be  sustained, 
and  that  they  may  not  be  driven  to  legal  proceedings  against  innocent 
men,  they  ask  compensation  from  the  State  Treasury. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Vincennes  University. 

SAMUEL  HILL,  President. 

Samuel  Judah,  Attorney  for  the  Board. 
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OF    THE    WABASH    AND    ERIE    CANAL    EAST  OF  TIP- 
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In  Senate,  December  12,  1843. 
Laid  on  the  table,   and  three  hundred  copies   ordered  to  be  printed* 


Hon.  Jesse  D.  Bright, 

President  of  the  Senate: 

Sir:     Please  lay  the    following   report  before   the    body   over 
which  you  preside. 

Respectfully. 

S.  FISHER, 
Coni'r  W.  and  E.  canal  E.  of  Lafayette, 
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The  undersigned,  commissioner  of  the  Wabasli  and  Erie  canal 
east  of  Lafayette,  respectfully  submits  the  following 

REPORT. 

That  portion  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  within  the  state  of 
Ohio,  having  been  entirely  completed  and  ready  for  use  early  the 
past  season,  navigation  has,  with  some  trifling  exception,  been  uninter- 
rupted between  Lafavette  and  Lake  Erie  during  the  whole  season. 
And  although  this  is  the  first  season  since  its  entire  completion,  and 
the  advantages  it  offers  as  a  thoroughfare,  not  practically  known  nor 
generally  appreciated  beyond  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  canal,  its 
beneficial  influence  has  been  widely  felt,  not  only  in  enhancing  the 
the  price  and  furnishing  a  ready  cash  market  for  every  species  of 
the  surplus  products  of  the  soil,  but  in  enabling  the  consumers  of 
salt,  merchandise, etc., toobtain  those  articles  atgreatly  reduced  prices. 
The  advantages  resulting  from  the  use  of  the  canal  to  that  portion  of 
the  state  through  which  it  passes,  has  at  least  equalled  former  expec- 
tations. 

The  amount  of  tolls  received  during  the  year  ending  31st  Oct.,  is 
$45,620  98.  The  expense  of  collecting  has  not  exceeded  1,500  dol- 
lars, leaving  a  net  income  of  ^44,120  98.  The  amount  paid  to  su- 
perintendents of  repairs  during  the  same  time  was  $14,979  74. 
There  are,  however,  many  outstanding  claims  for  repairs  which 
remain  unpaid  for  want  of  funds,  which,  when  paid,  will  probably 
swell  the  amount  to  20,000  dollars. 

This  having  been  paid  in  canal  land  certificates,  or  "  White  Dog," 
(as  they  are  generally  called)  which  was  at  a  discount  of  from  25  to 
35  per  cent.,  the  superintendents  of  repairs  were  compelled  to  pay 
prices  correspondingly  high  for  labor  and  supplies.  To  ascertain 
what  would  have  been  the  cost  of  repairs,  in  cash,  the  amount  of 
this  discount  must  be  deducted  from  the  above  sum. 

No  expense  has  been  incurred  that  could  possibly  be  avoided;  no- 
thing has  been  done  to  facilitate  subsequent  repairs  or  render  them 
less  expensive,  and  much  has  been  left  undone  which,  under  different 
circumstances,  should  not  have  been  omitted,  from  a  reluctance  to 
submit  to  such  ruinous  discounts.  Many  of  the  wooden  structures 
first  erected  are  now  much  decayed.  Preparations  are  now  making  to 
rebuild  lock  No.  1,  the  ensuing  winter.  The  St.  Mary's  aqueduct  will 
last  but  a  year  or  two  longer.  The  abutments  and  piers  of  this 
arjueduct  should  be  built  of  cut  stone  masonry,  and  the  stone  must 
be  obtained  near  Lagro,  a  distance  of  forty  miles  from  the  place  of 
using  them.  To  delay  preparing  the  stone  any  longer  would  be  de- 
cidedly bad  policy;  the  work  should,  by  all  means,  be  commenced 
next  seas<m.  Two  small  aqueducts  on  the  St.  Joseph  feeder  near 
Fort  Wayne,  it  is  believed,  will  not  last  through  next  season;  at  all 
events,  all  the  materials  for  rebuilding  them  should  be  procured. 
And  there  are  two  large  wooden  culverts  in  much  the  same  condi- 
tion.    The  abutments  of  the  upper  feeder  dam  on  the  Wabash  river, 
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must  soon  be  rebuilt.  A  large  number  of  new  lock  gates  are  re- 
quired, and  some  of  the  locks  cannot  be  relied  upon  more  than  one,  or 
at  most  two  seasons  more.  It  is  diflicult  to  form  an  estimate  of  the 
cost  of  repairs  for  the  coming  year,  but  if  due  regard  be  had  to 
economy,  it  is  believed  that  40,000  or  50,000  dollars  should  be 
expended. 

It  is  true  the  canal  can  be  kept  in  navigable  order  during  the  year 
for  a  much  less  sum,  perhaps  for  less  than  half  the  above  estimate, 
but  if  all  preparations  for  rebuilding  these  decaying  structures  are 
delayed  until  the  structures  entirely  fail,  the  expense  of  rebuilding 
will  be  materially  increased,  and  the  navigation  of  the  canal  sus- 
pended much  longer  than  would  otherwise  be  necessary.  These 
preparations  have  been  delayed  too  long  already;  delayed  to  avoid, 
if  possible,  the  losses  the  state  must  otherwise  sustain  by  discount 
on  uncurrent  funds. 

In  1842,  the  "White  Dog"  was  so  nearly  equal  to  money,  that 
but  little  loss  was  sustained  in  paying  it  out  for  repairs,  and  in  many 
cases  none;  but  during  the  past  season  it  depreciated  so  much  that  it 
was  impossible  to  employ  men  or  purchase  supplies  or  materials 
except  at  very  high  prices;  and  then  the  labor  performed,  or  the 
articles  purchased  must  amount  to  five  dollars,  otherwise  payment 
could  not  be  made,  there  being  no  notes  of  less  denomination.  If  it 
became  necessary,  as  is  often  the  case,  to  employ  half  a  dozen  men 
for  a  single  day,  to  prevent  a  breach  or  repair  one  already  made, 
these  men  could  only  be  paid  by  giving  them  orders  on  stores  and 
redeeming  those  orders  when  the  amount  of  five  dollars  was  pre- 
sented. This  difficulty  of  payment  induces  men  often  to  demand 
double  the  current  price;  the  superintendent  must  pay  it,  and  the 
state  suffers  the  loss. 

This  is  an  evil  that  should  not  be  tolerated,  and  it  is  believed  the 
best  way  to  remedy  it  is  to  repeal  the  act  of  last  winter  making  ca- 
nal scrip  receivable  for  tolls  and  water  rents  and  requiring  these 
dues  to  be  paid  in  current  funds,  and  appropriate  the  money  thus 
secured  to  pay  t'or  repairs.  This  would  seem  to  be  the  most  legiti- 
mate application  of  the  revenue  arising  from  the  use  of  the  canal. 
It  would,  it  is  believed,  be  amply  sufficient  in  amount  and  prove  a 
saving  to  the  state  of  at  least  thirty  per  cent. 

It  may  be  urged  as  an  objection  to  this  plan,  that  the  law  making 
canal  scrip  receivable  for  tolls  and  water  rents,  was  passed  prior  to 
the  letting  of  the  western  division  of  the  canal,  west  of  Lafayette, 
and  that  these  contracts  were  made  with  the  understanding  that  the 
scrip  which  is  to  be  paid  for  the  work,  would  be  receivable  for  tolls 
and  water  rents,  and  that  to  repeal  the  law  making  it  so,  would  be 
an  act  of  injustice  to  these  contractors.  The  truth  of  this  position 
is  readily  admitted,  yet  if  some  other  absorbant  equally  good  can  be 
provided,  the  objection  loses  its  force.  This  may  be  found  by  making 
the  canal  scrip  receivable  for  all  debts  due  the  state,  or  that  may 
hereafter  become  due,  on  account  of  canal  lands  east  of  Tippecanoe 
river,  as  well  as  for  those  west  of  that  point.     It  may  be  said,  and 
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with  propriety  too,  that  the  "  White  Dog  "  was  mostly  paid  out  on 
contracts  for  current  lunds,  and  that  canal  scrip  was  paid  out  on  con- 
tracts for  scrip.  The  former  may  be  estimated  at  seventy  cents  to 
the  dollar,  the  latter  at  forty.  To  make  them  both  receivable  for  the 
same  dues  would  place  them  upon  the  same  level;  it  would  depre- 
ciate the  value  of  one  and  raise  the  value  of  the  other,  or,  in  other 
words,  it  would  be  taking  money  from  the  pockets  of  one  portion  of 
community  and  placing  it  in  the  pockts  of  another  portion;  and  un- 
less this  manifest  injustice  can  be  avoided,  the  plan  would  be  de- 
cidedly bad. 

But  it  is  believed  that  this  can  be  effected  without  doing  injustice 
to  any,  by  making  the  '^  White  Dog "  receivable  for  state  taxes. 
This  would  undoubtedly  prevent  its  depreciation,  hence  the  holders 
will  suffer  no  loss.  Should  it  be  contended  that  injustice  will  be 
done  to  the  holders  of  treasury  notes  by  appropriating  a  fund  set 
apart  for  their  redemption  to  the  redemption  of  the  "  White  Dog  " 
it  may  be  said  in  reply,  that  the  fund  set  apart  for  the  redemption  of 
the  "  White  Dog,"  was,  by  a  law  of  last  winter,  appropriated  to  the 
redemption  of  the  the  treasury  notes,  and  that  the  "White  Dog" 
holders  suffered  a  loss  of  fifteen  or  twenty  per  cent,  in  consequence 
of  the  passage  of  that  law,  and  that  the  treasury  notes  were  increas- 
ed in  value  about  the  same  amount,  and  if  by  appropriating  the 
taxes  to  the  redemption  of  the  "  White  Dog,"  the  value  of  the  trea- 
sury notes  should  be  reduced  a  trifle,  no  injustice  would  be  done  to 
the  holders;  it  would  only  be  placing  all  parties  on  the  same  ground 
they  occupied  before;  it  would  be  repairing,  to  some  extent,  an  in- 
jury which  had  previously  been  inflicted. 

But  it  is  believed  that  the  amount  of  "  White  Dog  "  in  circulation 
is  so  small  that  making  it  receivable  for  state  taxes  will  not  materi- 
ally affect  the  value  of  treasury  notes.  At  the  time  treasury  notes 
w^ere  made  receivable  for  canal  lands,  the  amount  of  these  notes  in 
circulation  was  twice  as  large  as  the  canal  land  fund;  and  under 
these  circumstances,  a  depreciation  of  the  "  White  Dog "  immedi- 
ately followed.  None  of  the  treasury  notes  has  been  redeemed  by 
this  fund,  but  the  fact  that  a  fund  which  hnd  been  irrevocably  pledged 
for  the  redemption  of  the  "  White  Dog,"  was  afterwards  appropri- 
ated to  the  redemption  of  another  paper  circulation,  twice  as  large 
as  the  fund  itself,  had  a  tendency  to  destroy  that  confidence  which 
had  previously  been  entertained  in  its  speedy  redemption;  hence  its 
depreciation. 

That  this  uncurrent  paper,  which  constitutes  the  domestic  debt  of 
the  state,  will  ultimately  all  be  redeemed,  it  is  presumed  no  one 
doubts;  and  that  plan  which  will  redeem  it  most  speedily,  and 
do  the  least  injury  to  the  state  and  to  individuals  is  unquestionably 
the  best. 

This  paper  was  all  issued  to  pay  for  internal  improvements  which 
the  state  now  owns,  the  n<jtes  were  paid  out  at  par  and  liave  depre- 
ciated in  the  hands  of  the  people,  and  if  any  plan  cnn  be  devised, 
whereby  any  one  or  more  kinds  of  those  issues  can  be  increased  in 
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value  without  detriment  to  the  state  or  to  the  holders  of  other  kinds, 
all  will  admit  the  propriety  of  adopting  it.  Perhaps  these  sugges- 
tions may  be  considered  out  of  place  in  this  report,  and  the  under- 
signed can  only  offer  as  an  apology  for  their  introduction,  an  earnest 
desire  to  avoid  the  losses  the  state  must  sustain  in  the  shape  of  dis- 
counts on  uncurrent  funds,  unless  some  plan  should  be  adopted  which 
will  prevent  the  necessity  for  paying  out  such  funds  for  repairs. 

The  act  in  relation  to  water  power  at  Northport,  in  Noble  county, 
approved  January  21st,  1843,  has  not  been  carried  into  effect.  The 
first  section  of  the  above  named  act  requires  the  commissioner  of 
the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  east  of  Lafayette,  "  in  the  event  that  he 
may  deem  it  to  the  interest  of  the  state  of  Indiana,  to  let  by  contract, 
etc."  A  proviso  in  the  same  section  limits  the  expenditures  to 
^1,500.  It  is  believed  the  work  could  have  been  done  for  this  sum; 
but  when  the  dam  is  completed,  six  or  seven  hundred  acres  of  land 
will  be  inundated  by  it,  and  consequently  damages  to  a  considerable 
extent  would  be  sustained  by  individual  owners,  some  six  or  eight  in 
number.  F.  Comparet,  Esq.,  who  is  the  owner  of  about  one  half  of 
this  land,  offered  to  relinquish  all  claims  for  damages,  and  also  to 
donate  to  the  state  a  sufficient  quantity  of  ground  on  which  to  use 
the  water.  One  or  two  others  offered  to  relinquish  their  claims  for 
damages;  other  owners  could  not  be  seen  by  the  undersigned;  and 
others  refused  to  relinquish. 

It  is  evident  that  it  w-ould  require  the  whole  appropriation  to  com- 
plete the  dam,  hence  there  would  be  nothing  left  to  pay  for  damages; 
and  it  is  impossible  to  determine,  with  any  degree  of  certainly,  what 
amount  of  damages  would  be  recovered.  Experience  teaches  that 
judgments  are  sometimes  obtained  for  damage  done  by  the  construc- 
tion of  canals,  two  or  three  times  as  large  in  amount,  as  the  value  of 
the  property  before  the  injury  was  done.  There  can  be  no  doubt, 
at  any  rate,  bat  the  amount  that  would  have  been  recovered  in  this  case, 
when  added  to  the  cost  of  the  work,  would  have  exceeded  the  ap- 
propriation; hence,  it  is  believed  that  a  fair  construction  of  the  act, 
would  not  authorize  the  work  to  be  put  under  contract.  But  were 
it  otherwise,  it  is  believed  the  interest  of  the  state  would  not  be  pro- 
moted by  expending  ^'1,500  to  finish  the  dam,  and  subjecting  the 
state  to  half  a  dozen  law  suits  for  damages  besides.  The  whole 
matter  is  therefore  left  for  the  action  of  the  present  legislature,  if  any 
action  is  necessary.  There  is  little  doubt  but  that  $1,500  would  be 
well  expended  in  completing  the  dam,  and  perhaps  double  this  sum, 
provided  payments  on  account  of  damages  to  individual  property 
could  be  avoided. 

The  act  relative  to  water  power  in  Pittsburgh,  Carroll  county,  has 
not  been  carried  into  effect.  It  was  the  wish  of  the  citizens  of  that 
town  to  have  the  race  so  constructed  as  to  form  a  basin  in  the  valley 
of  a  small  stream  over  which  the  race  must  pass;  and  this  plan  would 
very  much  lessen  the  cost  of  the  work,  but  the  ground  that  would 
be  inundated  belonged  to  a  man  residing  out  of  the  state,  and  it  w^as 
thought  advisable  to  omit  letting  the  work  until  it  could  be  ascertain- 
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ed  whether  he  would  be  willing  to  grant  the  right  of  way  without 
charge,  and  if  not,  the  race  could  be  made  upon  another  plan  with- 
out injury  to  individual  property. 

In  pursuance  ofa  joint  resolution  on  that  subject,  the  contract  with 
R.  8c  M.  English  for  building  the  towing  path  bridge  across  the  Wa- 
bash river  at  CarroUton,  has  been  amended,  and  the  work  is  now 
progressing  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  evidence  of  its  completion 
during  next  season.  This  will  cost  about  ^25,000  in  addition  to 
what  had  previously  been  expended.  The  piers  and  abutments  are 
being  built  of  an  excellent  material  and  in  the  most  substantial  man- 
ner, and  the  superstructure  will  be  of  the  most  approved  plan. 

Of  the  lands  offered  for  sale  in  1840,  and  which  have  since  been 
subject  to  sale  by  private  entry,  there  yet  remains  unsold,  11,708 
acres,  the  principal  part  of  which  are  classed  as  second  and  third 
rate  lands.  It  is  believed  that  nearly  or  all  of  this  will  sell,  in  a  year 
or  two  at  the  present  prices. 

There  yet  remains  unsold,  several  lots  of  land  which  were  offered 
for  sale  in  1837,  in  pursuance  of  a  law  passed  the  previous  winter. 
These  were  lands  which  had  previously  been  reserved  from  sale  with 
a  view  of  procuring  materials  from  them  for  the  construction  of  the 
canal.  The  law  under  which  they  were  offered  for  sale,  fixed  the 
minimum  price  at  five  dollars  per  acre,  which  is  believed  to  be  too 
high  for  those  that  remain  unsold;  and  the  propriety  of  reducing  the 
price  is  respectfully  suggested. 

Failure  tolpay  the  interest  due  the  state  by  purchasers  of  canal  lands, 
are  becoming  more  frequent  every  year.  Under  the  present  law  a 
failure  to  pay  the  interest  at  the  proper  time,  subjects  the  owner  of  the 
land  to  a  forfeiture  of  ten  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  interest  in  ar- 
rears, and  the  forfeiture  is  no  greater  if  it  continues  in  arrears  for 
a  number  of  years  than  for  one  year.  This,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, appears  to  be  wrong.  If  an  individual  owes  the  state  ^100 
of  interest  now,  he  can  discharge  the  debt  five  years  hence  with 
§110;  and  if  he  has  $100  of  "  White  Dog"  on  hand,  drawing  inter- 
est as  it  does  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  it  will  be  worth, 
at  the  end  of  five  years,  §130;  he  can  then  pay  his  debt  to  the  state 
and  have  twenty  dollars  left;  and  it  is  believed  that  many  persons 
are  neglecting  to  pay  with  the  intention  of  taking  advantage  of  this 
evident  defect  in  the  law. 

It  is  not,  generally  speaking,  the  men  that  till  the  soil  they  own, 
that  fail  to  pay  their  interest  promptly;  it  is  seldom  indeed  that  this 
class  of  purchasers  neglect  to  pay;  they  are  almost  universally  ready 
at  the  proper  time;  there  may  be,  and  doubdess  are,  a  few  excep- 
tions, but  much  the  larger  portion  of  the  delinquents  are  non-resi- 
dent owners  and  resident  speculators;  men  who  omit  paying,  not 
because  they  cannot  pay,  but  because,  under  existing  laws,  they  find 
it  more  profitable  to  omit  it. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

S.  FISHER, 
Com'r  W.  ^^  E.  Canal  E.  of  Lafayette. 
December   1  1///,  1843. 
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REPORT. 


To  the  General  Assembly: 

A  table,  accompanying  this  report,  exhibits  the  condition  of  the 
sinking  fund.  By  this  it  will  appear,  that  the  means  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  commissioners  have  been  disposed  of  as  follows: 

Stock  in  the  State  Bank,           ....  ^885,716  27 

Stock  loans,      ------  203,023   10 

Current  loans  of  sinking  fund  and  surplus  revenue,       -  710,683  41 

Cash  items  for  January,  interest,  etc.,               -             -  28,458  19 

State  bonds  cancelled  by  dividends,      -             -             -  30,963  60 

Sinking  fund  treasury  notes  taken  up,  and  interest,      -  96,517  50 

Dividends  paid  into  State  Treasury,     -             -             -  76,400  23 

Dividends  paid  to  fund  commissioners,               -             -  167,424  21 

Dividends  and  interest  applied  to  bank  stock,  -             -  18,002  27 

|2,217,188  78 
Interest  and    exchange  paid  in  New    York  on    state 

bonds,  ......      566,912  35 

All    expenses  of  state   loans,   management  of  sinking 

fund,  etc,       --....        34,128  71 


$2,818,229  84 


The  above  has  been  realized  from  the  following  sources: 

From  state  bonds,  -  .  .  -  f  1,390,000  00 

Erom  surplus  revenue,  -  .  -  .      108,532  87 

From  saline  and  bank  tax  fund,  -  -  -  5,716  27 

From  requisitions  to  pay  interest,         -  -  -  3,693  81 

From  bank  stock  dividends,      ....      810,855  75 

From  interest  paid  on  loans,     -  -  .  -      467,880  56 

From  premiums,  damages,  etc,  -  -  -        31,550  68 

$2,818,229  84 


i 


29 

The  following  shows  the  profits  of  the  State  Bank  and  sinking  fund: 

The  total  investments,  exclusive  of  interest  on  state  bonds,  and  ex- 
penses as  above,  are,  -  -  -  $'2,217,188  78 
From  which  deduct — 

State  bonds,  -  -  $1,390,000  00 

Surplus  revenue,      -  -  -      108,532  87 

Saline  fund  and  bank  tax,    -  -  5,716  27 

1,504,249   14 


Leaving  $712,939  64 
To  this  add — 

The  value  of  the  surplus  fund,  more  than  has  been  paid,  82,000  00 

The  school  tax,             .             .             .             .             .  26,680  00 


Total  of  profits,     .$'821,619   64 

Since  the  last  report,  Mr.  Drake,  one  of  the  commissioners,  has 
visited  the  most  of  the  district  previously  allotted  to  Mr.  Jones,  and 
ascertained  that  the  loans  are  generally  secure,  and  that  no  consid- 
erable losses  will  occur  in  that  district,  except  perhaps  in  Clay  coun- 
ty, which  has  not  yet  been  particularly  visited.  There  is  no  reason 
to  suppose  that  all  the  losses  will  exceed  the  estimate  of  last  year, 
or  less  than  one  third  of  one  per  cent,  a  year  on  the  amount  loaned. 
The  suspended  interest  on  loans  that  will  undoubtedly  be  paid,  must 
be  three  times  the  amount  of  the  losses,  so  as  to  make  an  excess  of 
from  thirty  to  forty  thousand  dollars. 

The  lands  mortgaged  by  two  hundred  and  forty-two  of  the  bor- 
rowers, have,  at  different  times,  been  offered  for  sale  for  neglect  to 
pay  interest,  and  not  sold  for  want  of  bidders.  About  one  third  of 
these  will  be  redeemed,  or  may,  without  difficulty,  be  sold  for  the 
amount  chargeable.  On  another  third  there  will  be  a  loss  of  the 
whole  or  a  part  of  the  interest,  and  on  the  remainder  there  will  be  a 
loss  of  a  part  of  the  principal.  The  losses  will  be  mostly  in  the 
counties  of  Laporte,  Marshall,  Cass,  Warren,  Tippecanoe,  Clay,  and 
Shelby.  Overvaluation  has  been  the  cause  of  most  of  the  losses, 
though  in  two  instances  they  were  occasioned  by  false  certificates 
of  recorders.  Two  cases  are  litigated;  one  for  the  alleged  nonage 
of  the  mortgager,  and  the  other  to  take  advantage  of  a  mortgage 
not  being  recorded,  though  its  execution  was  known  to  the  party. 

There  are  several  instances  where  mortgaged  lands  might,  with 
propriety,  be  sold  at  lower  prices  than  the  amounts  chargeable  on 
them.  They  have  been  abandoned  and  are  suffering  from  waste  and 
neglect.  It  is  respectfully  suggested  that  the  commissioners  of  the 
sinking  fund  should  be  authorized  to  have  a  second  valuation  of  for- 
feited lands,  where,  for  a  year  or  more,  they  cannot  be  sold  for  want 
of  bidders.  Where  property,  from  its  situation,  cannot  rise  in  value 
the  necessary  sacrifice  should  be  made  at  once,  and  the  purchase 
money  would  again  become  productive.     When  the  deficiency  in  the 
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value  of  mortgaged  premises  should  be  ascertained,  recourse  could 
be  had  to  the  bond  of  the  mortgager,  in  a  number  of  instances. 

Messrs.  Drake  and  Pepper,  two  of  the  commissioners,  are  now 
engaged  in  examining  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  office  from  the 
commencement  of  its  business. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

S.  MERRILL,  President. 
W.  DAILY,  ^ 

J.  P.  DRAKE,        [Com'rs   of  the 
A.  C.  PEPPER,      (sinking  fund. 
J.  WALKER,        J 
Indianapolis,  Dec.  9th,  1843. 
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Statement  of  the  condition  of  the  sinking  fund  for  December  Alh^  1843. 

■  MEANS. 

Stock  in  the  State  Bank  of  Indiana   under  the  char- 
ter,     -----    |;880,000  00 

Stock  in  the  State  Bank  of  Indiana,  from 

saline  fund,      .  .  -  -  4,924  20 

Stock  in  the  State  Bank  of  Indiana  from 

bank  tax  fund,  -  -  -  792  07 


Mort2;a£i:e  loans  for  bank   stock — 

In  Indianapolis    Branch,      $'24,714  92 
Lawrenceburgh  Branch,    36,310  50 


$885,716  27 


Richmond  Branch, 
Madison  Branch, 
Evansville  Branch, 
Vincenncs  Branch, 
Bedford  Branch 
Terre  Haute  Branch, 
Lafayette  Branch, 
Fort  Wayne  Branch, 


8,176  93 
31,323  85 
14,583  74 

8,492  19 
14,761  48 
14,737  74 
21,376  49 
28,540  26 


Current  loans,     -             -  -             - 

Current  loans    transferred  from  surplus 

revenue,          .             -  -             . 

Surplus  revenue  loans,    -  -             - 
Loans  on  notes, 

Loans  on  sales,  -             -  -             - 


Indianapolis  Branch  of  State  Bank, 
Richmond  Branch  of  State  Bank, 
Madison  Branch  of  State  Bank, 
New  Albany  Branch  of  State  Bank, 
Evansville  Branch  of  State  Bank, 
Vincennes  Branch  of  State  Bank, 
Bedford  Branch  of  State  Bank, 
Terre  Haute  Branch  of  State  Bank, 
Lafayette  Branch  of  State  Bank, 
Fort  Wayne  Branch  of  State  Bank, 
Michigan  City  Branch  of  State  Bank, 
Samuel  Merrill,  j)resident, 
Jacob  Walker,  commissioner,     - 
William  Daily,  commissioner,     - 
Cash,       -  .  -  - 

Cash  from  stock  loans,   - 


,$203,023   10 
412,670  05 

172,218  62 

83,950  64 

5,103  89 

36,740  21 


$4,355  74 
2,425  22 
1,489 
1,631 
2.605 
1,335 
1,932 
2,368 
2,777 
4,270 
1,960 

360 

24 

3 

584 

333 


55 
24 
17 
13 
30 
08 
85 
78 
76 
91 
53 
46 
02 
45 


913,706   51 


Liquidation  of  surplus  revenue  bonds  by  dividends. 


28,458   19 
30,963  60 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 


Interest  on  State  bonds  under  the  charter,  ^542,090  41 
Interest    on  state  bonds  of  1839,  under 

law  of  1839,  -              -              -              -  589  05 

Interest  and  exchange,   -             -             -  24,232  89 


Treasurer  of  state  under  law  of  January 

29th,  1841,      -  -  -  -         16,773  63 

Treasurer  of  state  under  law  of  Feb'ry 

6th,  1841,         ...  -         59,626  60 


Fund  commissioners  on  account  of  sur- 
plus revenue,  -  -  -  -       164,465  21 

Fund  commissioners  on  account  of  loan 

of  1839,  -  -  -  .  2,959  00 


Commission  to  Merchants'  Bank  of  New 

York  on  payment  of  interest,  -  1,407  50 

Expense  of  state  loans  for  bank  purposes,  4,799   14 

Specie  transportation  for  bank  stock,etc.,  2,100  69 

Specie  transportation  for  surplus  reve- 
nue stock,        .  -  -  .  1,290  46 

Current  expense,  including  rent,  adver- 
tisements, salaries,  corn's  on  I'ns,  etc.,        16,192  13 

Current  expense  for  portion  of  same  be- 
longing to  surplus  revenue,     -  -  4,927  42 

Engraving,  filling  and  other  expenses  of 

sinking  fund  treasury  notes,    -  -  3,020    17 

Advances  on  accounts,  -  -  -  391   20 


Dividends    of  surplus    revenue    fund    of 

surplus  revenue   bank  stock,  -  -         11,302  27 

Interest    and    dividend    applied  to  bank 

stock,  ....  6,700  00 


Sinking  fund  treasury  notes  returned  to 

be  cancelled,  .  -  -  -        55,680  00 

Sinking  fund  treasury  notes  on  hand,  -  38,5?5  00 
Interest  on  sinking  fund  treasury  notes, 

cancelled,        ...  -  474  67 

Interest  on  sinking  fund  treasury  notes 

on  hand,  ....  i,833  40 

Interest  on  sinking  fund  treasury  notes, 

allowed  but  not  applied,  -  -  4  43 


566,912  35 


76,400   23 


167,424   21 


34,128   71 


18,002   27 


96,517   50 


$2,818,229   84 
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LIABILITIES. 

State  bonds  fur  capital  under  the  charter,         -  |$  1,390,000  00 

State  of  Indiana  on  account  of  surplus  revenue,  -      108,532  87 

State  of  Indiana  from  saline  fund,  -  4,924   20 

State  of  Indiana  from  bank  tax  fund,      -  792  07 

Lawrence  burgh  Branch,  -  -  1,463  73 

South  Bend  Branch,        -  -  -  1,998  00 

Fund  commissioners,       -  -  .  28  92 

Excess  of  bids  on  sales  over  balance  on 

loans  -  -  -  -  -  203   14 

9,410  08 


OTHER     SOURCES    OF    RECEIPT. 


Dividend  on  bank  stock  under  the  char- 
ter,     -              -              .              .              .  661,399  46 
Dividend  on  surplus  revenue  bank  stock,  141,444  30 
Dividend  on  bank  stock  of  1839,             -  7,503  66 
Dividend  on  bank  stock  of  1841,            -  508  33 


Interest  on  mortgage  loans  for  b'k  stock,  105,605  73 

Interest  on  current  loans,            -             -  218,128  05 

Interest  on  surplus  revenue  loans,           -  141,098  25 

Interest  on  loans  on  sales,           -             -  3,048  53 


Premium  on  state  bonds,             -             -  29,496  92 

Damages  on  forfeited  current  loans,        -  977   17 

Damages  on  forfeited  surplus  rev.  loans,  959  82 

Blank  forms  of  mortgage,            -             -  116  67 


810,855  75 


467,880  56 


31,550  58 


$'2,818,229  84 


Doc.  No.  5.  Senate. 


REPORT 


THE   COMMISSIONER, 

OF    THE    WABASH    AND   ERIE    CANAL,  WEST  OF    TIP- 
PECANOE RIVER. 


In  Senate,  December,  26,   1843. 

Laid  on  the   table,  and  two  hundred  copies  ordered  to  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate. 


Hon.  Jesse  D.  Bright, 

President  of  the  Senate: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report  of  the  operations  on  the 
Wabash  and  Erie  Canal,  west  of  Lafayette,  which  you  will  please 
lay  before  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  BLAIR, 
Corner  of  the  W.  4'  E.  Canal,  west  of  Lafayette. 


REPORT 


Wabash  and  Erie  Canal  Office,  ) 
December  10,   1843.  \ 

To  the  General  Assembly 

of  the  State  of  Indiana  : 

The  undersigned  has  the  lionor  hereNvith  to  submit  the  report 
of  the  principal  Engineer,  which  embraces  a  full  detail  of  operations|on 
the  Wabash  and  Erie  Canal  west  of  Lafayette,  up  to  December  4th, 
1843. 

Since  my  last  report,  the  work  on  the  portion  of  line  put  under 
contract  in  May,  1842,  has  progressed  much  beyond  our  reasonable  ex- 
pectations. It  will  be  seen  by  the  Engineer's  report,  that  twenty-four 
and  a  half  miles  of  the  canal  have  been  finished,  and  that  there  only 
remains  work  to  be  done  to  the  amount  of  86,317  dollars  to  complete 
fifty  miles  of  line,  extending  from  Lafayette  to  Coal  Creek. 

The  total  estimated  value  of  work  done  above  Coal  Creek,  up  to 
December  4th,  1843,  is  ,$425,682  99;  of  this  amount  $33,580  52  had 
been  estimated  and  paid  prior  to  May,  1 842,  which  will  leave  the  va- 
lue of  work  done  since  May  1842,  $'392,102  47.  Upon  certificates 
for  this  amount,  there  has  been  paid  for  construction  the  sum  of  ^358, 
392  47,  leaving  yet  in  our  hands  as  security  for  the  completion  of  the 
work,  the  sum  of  ,§33,710.  There  has  been  paid  on  the  division  of 
work  below  Coal  Creek,  the  sum  of  $10,000.  Showing  the  total 
amount  of  Scrip  issued  for  construction  to  be  ,§368, 392  47. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  total  estimated  cost  at  contract  prices  of  the 
canal  from  Lafayette  to  Terre-Haute,  is  $964,583,  which  is  about 
§80,000,  within  the  original  estimate  made  two  years  since.  The  av- 
erage cost  per  mile,  including  feeders,  is  ,$  10,7 17,  which  is  probably 
cheaper  than  any  canal  of  equal  length,  has  been  constructed  in  the 
•western  country. 

In  compliance  with  the  law  passed  by  the  legislature  at  its  last  sess- 
ion, the  remaining  portion  of  line,  thirty-six  miles  in  length,  extending 
from  Coal  creek  to  Terre  Haute,  was  put  under  contract  on  the  first 
of  May  last,  with  the  understanding  that  only  the  heavy  sections 
enunrierated  in  the  act  above  referred  to,  should  be  immediately  prose- 
cuted. The  wcrk  was  awarded  to  Messrs.  Wines,  Stewart,  Moor- 
head,  and  Hall,  and  amounts  to  $442,583,  agreeably  to  the  estimate  of 
the  Engineer. 

The  great  rapidity  with  which  the  construction  of  the  canal  has 
prfjgresscd,  bus  thrown  into  circulation  a  larger  amount  of  Scrip  than 
the  sales  of  lands  and  tolls  could  absorb,  and  has  caused  a  deprecia- 
tion in  the  value  thereof,  which  it  is  believed  is  within   the  power  of 
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the  legislature  to  remedy.  In  addition  to  the  present  absorbants,  I 
would  respectfully  recommend  that  it  be  made  to  bear  an  interest,  and 
also  be  made  receivable  for  all  canal  lands,  and  all  dues  thereon.  This 
would  elevate  the  Scrip  to  a  standard  of  value  that  would  enable  the 
contractors  to  pi  ogress  with  the  same  rapidity  that  has  heretofore 
characterized  the  progress  of  the  work.  Under  existing  circumstan- 
ces, it  cannot  be  expected  that  the  contractors,  with  all  their  energy 
and  untiring  industry,  can  proceed  with  the  same  rapidity  they  have 
heretofore  done.  VVill  the  legislature  suffer  this  important  work  to 
linger  when  it  is  within  their  power  to  prevent  it  1 

To  this  work  we  must  look  as  the  germ  of  our  future  prosperity,  it 
is  the  only  bright  spot  in  the  financial  horizon  of  the  State — on  it  only 
can  we  rest  a  hope  of  recovering  from  our  financial  embarrassments 
and  fallen  credit;  and  when  the  southern  extreme  of  this  noble  work 
rests  upon  the  Ohio  river,  as  the  northern  extreme  rests  upon  the  wa- 
ters of  the  lakes,  then  will  the  State  be  in  the  high  road  to  prosperity, 
and  be  enabled  by  the  payment  of  her  debts,  to  advance  rapidly  in 
the  recovery  of  her  lost  credit. 

Should  the  General  Government  grant  to  the  State  the  unsold  lands 
in  the  Vincennes  district  or  a  sufficient  portion  thereof,  to  aid  the 
State  in  constructing  the  canal  from  Terre-Haute  to  the  Ohio  river  (of 
which  there  is  not  much  doubt,)  it  will  require  but  little  aid  from  the 
State  to  accomplish  this  grand  object.  It  is  believed  that  with  the 
contemplated  aid  from  the  General  Government,  that  the  canal  can  be 
finished  to  the  Ohio  river  in  five  or  six  years,  without  burthening  the 
people  with  any  tax  whatever.  All  that  is  required  of  the  State,  in 
addition  to  laws  now  in  force,  is  to  make  the  canal  land  Scrip  receiv- 
able for  all  canal  lands  and  dues  thereon,  and  to  bear  an  interest  of 
six  per  cent  per  annum.  When  we  take  into  consideration  the  fact 
that  this  canal  must  be  the  great  thoroughfare,  and  connecting  link  be- 
tween the  northern  and  southern  portions  of  our  country,  especially 
in  time  of  war,  we  can  scarcely  calculate  its  advantages. 

Should  we  be  disappointed  in  our  hopes  in  regard  to  the  grant  of 
lands  from  the  General  Government  to  aid  the  State  in  constructing 
the  canal  to  the  Ohio  river,  the  inducement  to  prosecute  vigorously 
the  work  to  Terre-Haute,  is  scarcely  lessened  thereby.  The  cross-cut 
canal,  connecting  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  with  the  Central  canal, 
extending  twenty-five  miles  out  into  the  interior  of  the  country,  will 
be  finished  by  a  company  in  some  two  or  three  years  from  this  time, 
through  which  will  pass  into  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  a  vast 
amount  of  produce,  from  which  the  State  will  derive  a  benefit  as  soon 
as  the  canal  is  finished  to  Terre-Haute.  Will  this  noble  work  be  suf- 
ferred  to  drag  on  tardily  when  it  is  so  clearly  to  the  interest  of  the 
State  to  proceed  with  it  rapidly? 

The  attention  of  the  legislature  is  respectfully  called  to  the  subject 
of  a  re-organization  of  the  Engineer  corps.  Under  the  .present  law 
and  existing  circumstances,  it  is  quite  impossible  that  all  the  multifa- 
rious duties  pertaining  to  the  Engineer  department  should  be  properly 
attended    to,    and   the    work    superintended    durmg  its  progress  as  it 
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should  be.  In  order  to  locate  a  canal  properly,  it  is  necessary  that  a 
thorough  examination  be  made  of  every  portion  of  the  line,  and  in 
some  cases  tedious  calculations  should  be  gone  into  to  determine  the 
position  of  the  line,  requiring  a  minimum  quantity  of  earth  to  be  mo- 
ved. One  unacquainted  with  ihe  minutia)  of  the  business,  can  form 
but  a  very  inadequate  idea  of  the  saving  that  can  be  made  in  the  cost 
of  a  canal,  by  attention  to  these  matters.  In  a  great  many  instances 
the  cheapest  canal  is  made  when  the  excavation  and  embankment  are 
just  equal.  But  it  requires  patient  investigation  to  determine  on  slo- 
ping ground,  where  the  centre  of  the  canal  should  be  placed  in  order 
to  produce  this  equality. 

And  after  the  work  has  been  laid  out  for  the  contractors  to  go  to 
work,  one  of  the  most  important  duties  of  the  Engineer  just  commen- 
ces— the  superintendence  of  its  construction.  Labor  and  skill  will 
have  been  displayed  in  vain  in  locating  and  planning  a  canal,  if  the 
work  be  allowed  to  be  badly  executed.  If  a  correct  estimate  could 
be  made  of  the  losses  that  have  been  sustained  by  bad  ^planning  and 
construction  of  public  works,  the  amount  would  be  startling  indeed; 
and  this  is  mainly  to  be  attributed  to  the  hurried  manner  in  which  all 
such  operations  have  been  made. 

In  the  construction  of  public  works  designed  to  endure  for  ages  and 
upon  which  millions  are  expended,  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that 
every  thing  should  be  well  matured.  There  can  be  no  greater  error  than 
that  of  attempting  to  economize  by  reducing  the  corps  of  Engineers 
to  so  few  a  number  as  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  attending  fully  to 
all  their  various  duties.  Whilst  in  dispensing  with  an  Engineer  or 
employing  one  with  little  skill  or  experience  in  his  profession,  five 
hundred  or  a  thousand  dollars  per  annum  is  saved,  tens  of  thousands 
may  and  most  probably  would  be  squandered  in  the  construction  of 
the  work,  and  an  annual  expense  entailed  upon  the  State  in  repairing 
and  rebuilding — the  consequence  of  defective  plans  and  bad  execu- 
tion. 

The  following  abstract  exhibits  the  operations  in  the  land  depart- 
ment; showing  the  number  of  acres  of  land  rated  in  1842;  the  num- 
ber of  acres  rated  in  1843;  the  number  of  acres  exposed  to  sale  in 
1842;  the  number  of  acres  exposed  to  sale  in  1843;  the  number  of 
acres  sold;  the  amount  of  receipts  into  the  land  office,  and  the  total 
amount  of  sales  up  to  the  18th  of  November,  1843: 

Number  of  acres  rated  in  1842,  1 18,269,90 

"  of     "  "       "    1843,  119,009,19 


Total  number  of  acres  rated,  *    237,279,09 

Number  of  acres  exposed  to  sale  in  1842,    102,549,46 
"  of       "  "  to     *'     *'   1843,    119,009,19 


Total  number  of  acres  exposed  to  sale,  221,558,65 
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Number  of  acres  sold  up  to  Nov.  11,  1842,    14,734,18 
"         of      "       "     since       "     11,    " 
up  to  Nov.  18,  1843,  45,739,41 

Total  number  of  acres  sold  up   to  Nov. 

18,  1843,  60,473,59 

Number  of  acres  unsold   and   subject   to 

private  entry,  161,085,06 

Amountof  sales  up  to  the  nth  Nov.  1842,  $62,696  91 

Amount  of  sales  from  the  11th  Nov.  1842, 

to  18ih  Nov.  1843,  163,306   66 


Total  nnrt.  of  sales  up  to  Nov.  18,  1843,  $226,003  57 

Cash  rec"d.  on  sales  up  to  Nov.  11,  1842,  $29,786  25 
Cash  rec'd.  from  Nov.  11,  1842,  to  Nov. 

18th,  1843,  94,264  02 


Total  cash  rec'd.  up  to  Nov.  18,  1843,  $124,050  27 


Residue  unpaid,  $101,953  30 

Average  price  of  land  sold,  $3  57 

One  hundred  and  nineteen  thousand  nine  acres  and  nineteen  hun- 
dredths of  canal  land  have  been  rated  during  the  past  season,  all  of 
which  was  exposed  to  public  sale  in  the  town  of  Delphi,  in  Carroll 
county,  on  the  second  Monday  in  November,  and  situated  in  the  fol- 
lowing townships  and  ranges,  to-wit: 

Townships  28  and  29  North,  of  range  4  East. 

do  31  do  of  ranges   1,  2,  and  3  East. 

do  32  do  of      do     1,  2,  5,  and  6  east. 

do  33  do  of      do      1,  2,  5,  6,  and  7  east. 

do  29  do  of       do     6  and  7  west. 

do  33  do  of  range  9  west. 

do  34  do  of  ranges  7  and  8  west. 

do  35  do  of      do     7  and  8  west. 

do  36  do  of  range  7  west. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  BLAIR, 
Com'r.  on  the  Wabash  and  Erie 

Canal  West  of  Lafayette. 
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PRINCIPAL   ENGINEER, 

ON    THE    EXTENSION    OF    THE 

WABASH    AND    ERIE    CANAL    WEST  OF    TIPPECANOE 

RIVER. 

December    10,    1843. 


Terre  Haute,    December   \Oth^   1843. 

James  Blair,  Esq, 

Commissioner  of  the   Wabash  and  Erie  Canal  below  Lafayette: 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  r  -.port  of  operations 
during  the  past  season  on  the  extension  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  ca- 
nal under  my  charge. 

When  my  last  report  was  made  up,  it  was  expected  that  much 
work  would  be  done  during  the  winter,  but  from  the  unprecedented 
sev^erity  and  duration  of  the  cold  weather,  we  have  been  disappointed 
in  this  expectation.  If,  in  addition  to  this  cause  of  delay,  it  be  consi- 
dered that  all  our  payments  are  made  in  a  currency  depreciated 
from  50  to  GO  per  cent,,  I  think  the  question  will  not  be  asked  why 
so  Utile  has  been  done,  but  rather  how  so  much  has  been  accom- 
plished. 
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Notwitlistanding  all  the  embarrassments  we  have  labored  under, 
there  have  been  completed,  since  last  winter,  45  sections;  which 
being  added  to  the  section  completed  prior  to  the  1st  December  last, 
will  make  24  miles  and  40  chains  of  finished  canal.  Sixteen  more 
sections  are  nearly  completed,  and  all  the  remaining  sections  have 
been  prosecuted  to  a  very  considerable  extent,  reducing  the  total 
estimated  value  of  work  yet  to  done  to  ^SQ,S\7.  During  the  first 
year's  operations  there  was  work  done  to  the  amount  of  $169,353  24 
— the  estimated  value  of  work  done  the  past  year  above  Coal  creek 
is  $222,749  23,  showing  the  aggregate  value  of  work  done  since  the 
16th  of  May,  1842,  to  be  $'392,102  47;  which,  considering  the  means 
provided  for  making  payments  in,  must  be  regarded  as  unparalleled 
in  the  construction  of  public  works. 

Owing  to  the  failure  to  get  down  the  timber  last  winter  for  the 
aqueduct,  dam,  and  lock  at  Wea  creek,  the  mechanical  structures  at 
that  point  are  not  so  far  advanced  as  they  should  be.  Great  difficul- 
ty has  also  been  encountered  in  procuring  stone  for  the  Shawnee 
creek  aqueduct;  but  it  is  believed,  with  proper  exertions,  all  these 
structures  can  be  completed  next  fall,  possibly  in  time  for  the  admis- 
sion of  water  two  or  three  months  before  the  close  of  the  navigation, 
of  the  canal  above,  and  in  time  to  be  of  essential  service  in  passing 
off"  the  surplus  produce  of  the  country.  This  important  object  can 
certainly  be  accomplished  should  some  additional  absorbants  for  the 
scrip  be  provided,  so  as  to  enhance  its  value  some" 20  or  30  per  cent. 
The  contractors  would  then  be  enabled  to  keep  a  sufficient  force  on 
the  line  to  complete  the  whole  work  by  the  middle  or  latter  part  of 
the  summer.  Under  existing  circumstances,  it  is  quite  impossible  to 
push  the  work,  as,  in  consequence  of  the  great  depreciation  of  the 
scrip,  no  greater  force  can  be  retained  on  the  line  than  is  made  up  of 
laborers  who  cannot  get  employment  elsewhere.  The  prices  of  the 
work  having  been  reduced  to  a  minimum,  under  the  supposition  that 
labor  would  be  obtained  at  $12  per  month,  it  is  impossible  for  the 
contractors  to  give  an  equivalent  to  that  in  scrip,  without  sustaining 
great  loss.  Another  great  difficulty  has  been  encountered  in  obtain- 
ing a  sufficient  supply  of  provisions.  When  the  work  was  com- 
menced in  1842,  the  country  was  filled  with  surplus  produce,  for 
which  there  was  no  market  except  at  very  reduced  prices;  since  that 
period,  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  has  been  brought  into  full  opera- 
tion, the  prices  of  produce  have  advanced  from  50  to  75  per  cent, 
and  a  market  furnished  at  which  they  may  always  be  disposed  of.  In 
consequence  of  these  changes,  the  contractors  have  been  unable,  since 
last  winter,  to  purchase  their  provisions  except  at  prices  rarely  less 
than  double  their  cash  value. 
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GENERAL  SUMMARY. 


Length 

in 
miles, 

Total  estima'd 
cost  at  con- 
tract prices. 

Estimated 
value  of  work 
done  Dec.  1st, 
1843. 

Estimated 

value   of  work 

yet  to   be 

done. 

Division  No.  1, 
Division  No.  2, 
Division  No.  3, 

22.53 
13.88 
13.70 

$189,243  00 

240,331   00 

82,426  00 

$139,497  75 

216,535  24 

69,650  00 

$49,745  25 
23,795   76 
12,776  00 

Totals, 

50.11 

$512,000  00 

$425,682  99 

$86,317  01 

From  the  above  summary  it  will  be  seen  that  the  present  esti- 
mated cost  of  the  line  above  Coal  creek,  is  $512,000;  that  the  esti> 
mated  value  of  work  done,  is  $425,682  99,  and  to  be  done,  $86,317 
01.  At  the  time  my  last  report  was  made  up,  as  stated  therein,  the 
excavations  and  embankments  had  not  all  been  laid  out,  nor  was  it 
possible  to  determine  with  accuracy,  the  amount  of  rock  excavation 
in  the  deep  cuts;  an  allowance  was  made  which  was  thought  to  be 
liberal;  but  in  this  expectation  we  have  been  disappointed.  Rock 
excavation  has  been  met  with  on  sections  when  it  was  not  antici- 
pated; and  where  it  was  known  to  exist,  the  amount  has  been  found 
to  be  greater  than  was  expected.  This,  together  with  some  addition- 
al road  brides,  will  account  for  the  disparity  between  the  present  and 
last  year's  estimate;  but  it  will  be  seen  that  we  are  still  within  my 
original  estimate. 

In  the  above  estimates,  the  cost  of  the  Shawnee  creek  feeder  is 
not  included,  as,  owing  to  a  desire  to  effect  some  amicable  arrange- 
ment with  owners  of  mill  property,  alike  beneficial  to  the  state  and 
the  individuals  interested,  its  construction  has  not  yet  been  com- 
menced, nor  have  the  plans  in  relation  to  it  been  fully  matured;  but 
it  is  probable  the  original  estimate  will  be  found  ample  to  cover  all 
expenses. 

On  the  line  from  Coal  creek  to  Terre  Haute,  our  first  duties  in  the 
spring  consisted  in  preparing  the  line  for  letting;  and  owing  to  the 
very  late  period  at  which  we  could  commence,  and  the  insufiicency 
of  our  engineer  corps,  these  duties  were  not  accomplished  to  our 
entire  satisfaction;  enough,  however,  was  done  to  ensure  the  letting 
of  the  work  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  law. 

In  examing  the  locations  and  plans  contemplated  at  the  time  the 
survey  was  made  in  1341,  it  occurred  to  me  that  the  interest  of  the 
state  would  be  promoted  by  making  a  material  change.  I  suggested 
that  the  feeder  from  Raccoon  creek  be  dispensed  with,  and  Eel  river 
through  the  cross  cut  canal,  be  substituted;  believing  this  could  be 
done  without  increasing  the  expense  materially,  and  thus  adding  25 
miles  to  the  length  of  our  canal,  extending  it  out  into  the  interior  ol 
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the  country,  and  bringing  into  profitable  use  a  work  on  which 
the  state  had  expended  about  $430,000.  The  necessary  surveys 
were  ordered,  and  the  fact  ascertained,  that  the  whole  canal  from 
Eel  river  feeder  dam  to  Raccoon  creek,  on  this  plan,  could  be 
constructed  within  my  original  estimate  of  the  line  from  Raccoon 
creek  to  Terre  Haute,  the  sum  of  $23,000.  Being  convinced  the 
public  mterest  would  be  promoted  by  the  adoption  of  this  plan, 
the  undersigned  felt  it  his  duty  to  recommend  that  some  course 
be  taken  by  which  the  legislature  should  have  an  opportunity  to  act 
upon  the  subject  before  it  would  be  too  late  to  make  a  change  with- 
out great  loss. 

Before  our  plans  were  fully  matured,  the  fact  was  ascertained  that 
a  company  was  forming  to  take  the  Cross-cut  canal  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  State,  and  thus  prevent  the  adoption  of  our  plans.  This 
company  has  since  been  regularly  organized;  but  they  have  not  yet 
done  any  work  on  the  line,  nor  has  there  yet  been  done  any  consid- 
erable amount  of  work  on  the  line  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal, 
that  would  be  rendered  useless  by  a  change  of  plan,  should  it  be 
deemed  advisable  by  the  legislature  to  compromise  with  the  Wabash 
and  Eel  river  canal  company,  and  restore  the  work  to  the  state.  It 
may  be  out  of  place  in  this  report,  but  I  cannot  suppress  the  remark 
that  having  at  one  time  engaged  in  a  system  of  internal  improve- 
ments vastly  beyond  the  resources  of  the  State,  and  prosecuted  it 
with  a  recklessness  that  could  only  result  in  failure,  there  seems  now 
on  the  other  hand  to  be  a  disposition  to  abandon  every  thing  of  the 
kind,  and  lose  even  that  which  might,  by  preservation  and  economi- 
cal management,  be  rendered  condusive  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
State. 

On  the  line  below  Coal  creek,  but  little  has  been  done  since  the 
letting  in  the  spring.  It  was  seen  at  once  that  if  rigorous  operations 
\yere  commenced  on  this  portion  of  the  canal,  nearly  a  total  suspen- 
sion must  ensue  on  the  line  above,  and  its  completion  be  postponed 
for  one  or  two  years,  ihus  depriving  a  large  district  of  country  of  the 
benefits  of  the  canal  and  subjecting  the  State  to  a  great  loss.  Ad- 
monished by  the  evils  that  have  in  years  past  resulted  from  a  ditfu- 
sive  course  of  operations,  all  our  efforts  have  been  directed  with  a 
view  to  the  completion,  first,  of  a  portion  of  continuous  line  of  canal 
and  rendering  the  large  expenditure  made  upon  it  profitable  to  the 
State,  and  beneficial  to  the  adjacent  country. 

The  present  estimated  cost  of  the  line  from  Coal  creek  to  Terre 
Haute,  including  the  Coal  and  Sugar  creek  feeders,  but  exclusive  of 
the  Raccoon  creek  feeder,  is  $442,583,  including  5  per  cent,  for  con- 
tingencies. The  present  estimated  cost  of  the  line  above  Coal  creek 
as  already  shown,  is  |512,000;  to  this  add  $10,000,  for  the  Shawnee 
creek  feeder,  and  we  have  the  total  estimated  cost  of  the  line  above 
Coal  creek,  $322,000.  The  present  estimated  cost  of  line  below 
Coal  creek,  as  shown  above,  is  $442,583,  which  added  to  the  cost 
above  Goal  creek  will  give  the  total  estimated  cost  of  the  line  from 
Lafayette  to  Terre  Haute,  $964,583,  or  $11,164,  per  mile  of  main 
7  S 
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line,  and  including  the  feeders,  ^10,717  per  mile.     The  total  estimated 
value  of  work  done  on  the  line  below  Coal  creek  is  ^11,000. 

On  an  examination  into  the  facilities  for  drawing  an  ample  supply  of 
water  from  the  feeders  above  Lafayette  for  the  line  below,  and  con- 
sidering the  great  length  of  line  that  will  have  principally  to  draw 
its  supply  from  that  quarter,  it  has  been  deemed  advisable  to  take  in 
all  tlie  streams  for  feeders  above  Sugar  creek  that  can  be  made  avail- 
able. And  in  order  further  to  reduce  the  demand  on  the  feeders 
above  Lafayette,  the  level  of  the  Coal  creek  feeder  has  been  raised 
so  that  the  line  as  far  up  as  the  lock  at  Perrysville  may  be  fed  from 
it.  This  having  been  done  with  a  view  to  ensure  a  more  ample  sup- 
ply of  water,  the  high  level  was  maintained  from  Coal  creek  until 
after  the  crossing  of  Sugar  creek,  at  which  point  immediately  be- 
fore introducing  the  Sugar  creek  feeder,  the  level  is  depressed  by 
a  lock  of  six  feet  lift. 

Agreeably  to  your  request,  1  have  prepared  the  following  state- 
ment of  the  probable  business  that  will  be  done  on  the  Wabash  and 
Erie  canal  below  Lafayette.  I  have  assumed  as  the  correct  boun- 
dary of  the  canal  trade  in  Indiana,  a  line  commencing  at  Granville, 
eight  miles  below  Lafayette,  thence  running  south  to  a  point  seven 
miles  west  of  Crawfordsville;  thence  direct  to  Mt.  Meridian,  on  the 
National  road;  thence  to  Spencer,  in  Green  county;  thence  to  Bloom- 
field  in  Green  county;  thence  to  the  south-east  corner  of  Sullivan 
county;  and  thence  west  to  the  Wabash  river.  In  Illinois  and  India- 
na west  of  the  Wabash  river,  the  line  commences  at  Lafayette  and 
runs  thence  to  the  south-west  corner  of  Iroquois  county;  thence  a 
little  west  of  south  through  Urbana,  to  the  south  boundary  of  Cham- 
paign county;  thence  south  to  the  south  line  of  Jasper  county;  and 
thence  east  to  the  Wabash  river. 

This  district  of  country  contains  an  area  of  7,592  square  miles,  and 
a  population  of  128,507,  or  nearly  17  to  the  square  mile,  according  to 
the  census  of  1840.  Perhaps  the  nearest  approximate  estimate  of 
the  tonnage  for  the  canal  that  this  district  of  country  will  furnish 
will  be  found  by  comparing  it  with  that  which  supplied  the  Miami 
canal  in  1833.  It  was  ascertained  at  the  Collector's  office  in  Dayton, 
that  the  total  exports  on  the  Miami  canal  in  1833,  amounted  to  14,000 
tons,  and  the  imports  to  3,000,  making  together  17,000  tons.  The  dis- 
trict of  country  furnishing  this  tonnage  was  ascertained  to  contain 
1,519  square  miles,  and  a  population  of  51,646  or  34  to  the  square 
mile.  Our  population  as  stated  above,  was  only  17  to  the  square 
mile  in  1840;  but  it  is  highly  probable  it  will  have  doubled  by  1847, 
considering  the  great  influx  of  population  consequent  to  the  opening 
of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  to  the  lakes.  If  then,  we  base  our 
calculations  on  the  relative  areas  ot  the  districts  of  country,  it  will  be 
seen  we  shall  have  five  times  the  tonnage,  or  85,000  tons  for  our  ex- 
ports and  imports.  Allowing  one-third  of  this  to  be  taken  down  the 
Wabash  river,  we  shall  have  56,666  canal  tonnage  which  would,  be- 
tween Lafayette  and  Terre  Haute,  be  carried  an  average  distance  of 
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70  miles,  the  toll  being  $1,05  per  ton,  amounting  to  $59,400  00  as  the 
annual  revenue  of  the  canal  exclusive  of  water  rents. 

If  we  allow  that  one-half  of  the  accumulation  of  trade  on  the  exten- 
sion of  the  canal  would  concentrate  at  Lafayette  and  pay  toll  to  the 
State,  whether  the  canal  be  extended  or  not,  still  we  have  an  increase 
of  tonnage  on  the  line  ajDove  Lafayette  due  to  the  extension  of  28,333 
tons,  which  passing  over  the  entire  line  north,  would  yield  a  revenue 
of  $59,400,  which  added  to  that  below  would  make  the  gross  sum  of 
$118,800,  as  the  annual  revenue  accruing  to  the  State  from  the  ex- 
tension of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  to  Terre  Haute.  It  is  not  ex- 
pected these  results  will  be  realized  immediately  on  the  opening  of 
the  canal,  but  they  may  certainly  be  looked  for  with  a  constant  aug- 
mentation, when  the  trade  of  the  country  has  adapted  itself  to  the 
change  of  circumstances  and  found  its  legitimate  channels.  It  will 
be  observed  that  in  this  estimate  I  have  confined  myself  to  a  calcula- 
tion of  the  revenue  the  State  will  receive  from  the  canal.  It  must 
be  obvious  to  every  one  that  the  advantages  to  the  country  from  the 
increased  facilities  for  getting  to  market,  and  consequent  enhance- 
ment of  the  value  of  all  its  surplus  products  will  be  incomparably 
greater. 

Hereto  will  be  found  appended  a  table  compiled  from  the  census 
of  1840,  exhibiting  the  counties  and  fractions  of  counties,  both  in 
Indiana  and  Illinois,  which  it  is  supposed  will  send  two-thirds  of  its 
surplus  produce  to  market  through  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal.  Also 
the  population,  the  sqare  miles,  the  amount  of  several  leading  articles 
of  produce,  and  the  tonnage.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  aggregate 
amount  produced  is  291,098  tons.  If  we  suppose  one-half  of  this  to 
be  surplus,  and  one-third  of  the  surplus  to  be  sent  down  the  Wa- 
bash river,  there  will  remain  for  the  canal  97,033  tons.  But  I  have 
assumed  in  my  calculation  56,666  tons. 

You  will  also  find  a  statement  showing  the  progressive  increase  of 
tolls  on  the  Ohio  canals  from  1829  to  1838,  the  nett  revenue  and  per 
cent,  on  the  cost. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

WM.  J.  BALL, 
Principal  Engineer. 
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ABSTRACT 
Of  sections  from  Coal  Creek  to  Terre  Haute, 


Estimated 

Section, 

, 

H 

cost. 

Character  of  work. 

^    ^ 

^1 

Coal  Creek  feed'r 

and  dam, 

1521 

|20,000  00 

Feeder  and  feeder  dam. 

Section, 

93 

39 

23,269  00 

Coal  Creek  aqueduct. 

94 

39 

2,964  00 

Plain. 

95 

39 

4,890  00 

do 

96 

42 

5,893  00 

do 

97 

40 

5,558  00 

do 

98 

42 

8,166  00 

Road  bridge. 

99 

39 

6,570  00 

Plain. 

100 

42 

15,081  00 

Mill  Creek  aqueduct. 

101 

39 

4,893  00 

Plain. 

102 

42 

6,693  00 

do 

103 

39 

5,228  00 

do 

104 

42 

3,346  00 

do 

105 

39 

3,990  00 

Road  bridge. 

106 

43 

5,469  00 

Plain. 

107 

39 

44,727  00 

Sugar  Cr.  aq.  and  lock  No.  5. 

Sugar  Cr.  feeder 
and  dam, 

77 

25,274  00 

Feeder  and  feeder  dam. 

Section, 

108 

42 

4,625  00 

Plain. 

109 

39 

5,849  00 

do 

110 

42 

3,206  00 

Road  bridge. 

111 

39 

2,953  00 

Plain. 

112 

42 

3,943  00 

do 

113 

39 

3,566  00 

do 

114 

42 

2,859  00 

do 

115 

39 

1,822  00 

do 

116 

42 

2,192  00 

do 

117 

39 

2,679  00 

Road  bridge. 

118 

42 

4,331  00 

Culvert. 

119 

39 

1,834  00 

Plain. 

120 

42 

4,386  00 

Culvert. 

121 

39 

2,143  00 

Plain. 

122 

42 

26,181  00 

Raccoon  Creek  aqueduct. 

123 

39 

2,229  00 

Plain. 

124 

42 

6,130  00 

Lock  No.  6. 

125 

39 

1,919  00 

Road  Bridge. 

126 

42 

1,945  00 

Plain. 

127 

39 

1,514  00 

do 
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th  in 

IS. 

Estimated 

k5 

ID     ^ 

cost. 

Character  of  work. 

^ 

>^"S 

Section, 

128 

42 

,^1,989  00 

Road  bridge. 

129 

39 

2,176  00 

Culvert. 

130 

42 

1,660  00 

Plain. 

131 

39 

1,310  00 

do 

132 

42 

2,918  00 

do 

133 

39 

1,373  00 

Road  bridffe. 

134 

42 

1,600  00 

Plain. 

135 

39 

1,451   00 

do 

136 

42 

1,606  00 

do 

137 

42 

6,871    00 

Lock  No.  7  and  r'd  bridge. 
Plain.                           ^ 

138 

39 

5,783  00 

139 

39 

4,739  00 

do 

140 

42 

4,478  00 

do 

141 

39 

4,133  00 

do 

142 

42 

4,137  00 

do 

143 

39 

11,891   00 

Walker's  Bluff. 

144 

42 

5,587  00 

Spring  Cr.  aqueduct. 

145 

39 

-2,378  00 

Plain. 

146 

42 

3,880  00 

do 

147 

39 

3,531    00 

do 

148 

42 

3,596  00 

do 

149 

39 

2,441   00 

do 

150 

42 

3,310  00 

do 

151 

39 

10,050  00 

Otter  Cr.  aqueduct. 

152 

42 

1,809  00 

Plain. 

153 

39 

1,333  00 

do 

154 

39 

1,845  00 

do 

155 

42 

2,143  00 

do 

156 

42 

2,186  00 

do 

157 

45 

8,719  00 

Lost  Cr.  culvert. 

158 

51 

4,570  00 

Plain. 

159 

48 

9,106   00 

Culvert. 

160 

51 

3,944  00 

Plain. 

161 

48 

6,263  00 

Bluff: 

162 

49 

8,385  00 

Road  bridge  and  basin. 

3,112i  ^ 

?421,508  00 

dd  lor  contingent 

:ies5 

prct., 

21,075  00 

^  .,  $442,583  00  total  cost. 

Cost  per  mile  oi  mam  line,  $12,280  00.     Cost  per  mile  of  mam 
line,  feeders  and  feeder  dams  included,  $\  1,377  00 
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INDIANAPOLIS : 

DOWLING  AND    COLE,    STATE   PRINTERS. 

1844. 


EEPORT 


MAJORITY  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  ELECTIONS. 


Proceedings  of  the  Senate  upon  the  reports  of  the  majority  and 
minority  of  the  committee  on  elections,  relative  to  the  contested  right 
of  David  Henry,  to  a  seat  in  this  Senate;  which  were 

Ordered^  To  be  published  with  said  reports,  by  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  adopted  this  day,  January  10th,  1844. 


COMMITTEE    ON    ELECTIONS. 


Messrs.  Chapman,  Alexander,  Berry,  Cotton,  Davis  of  Daviess, 
Martin,  Farmer,  Kennedy,  Shanks,  and  Defrees. 

THURSDAY  MORNING,) 
January  4ih,  1844.     ) 

Mr.  Chapman,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  elections,  made  the 
following  report  from  said  committee,  relative  to  the  contested  right 
of  David  Henry  to  a  seat  in  this  Senate: 

Mr.  President: 

The  committee  on  elections,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
Daniel  Kelso,  and  other  papers  relating  to  the  case  of  the  contested 
seat  between  him  and  David  Henry,  both  of  whom  claim  to  be  the 
legally  elected  Senator  from  the  county  of  Switzerland,  respectfully 
submit  the  following 

REPORT: 

In  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  as  well 
as  from  an  earnest  desire  to  do  justice  to  the  individual  claimants,  and 
to  the  people  of  their  county,  they  have  patiently  heard  all  the  argu- 
ments which  the  parties,  or  their  counsel,  have  seen  proper  to  submit. 
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They  have  also  given  to  the  subject  all  the  consideration  which  its  im- 
portance seemed  to  demand,  and  which  the  time  allowed  them  and 
their  other  duties  would  permit.  Whether  their  investigations  have 
been  such  as  to  lead  them  to  just  and  correct  conclusions  or  not,  re- 
mains for  the  Senate  to  determine. 

In  one  respect  the  case  now  under  consideration,  differs  from  that 
of  any  other  with  which  the  committee  are  acquainted.  In  all  other 
cases  which  have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  committee,  the  sit- 
ting member  has  been  able  to  establish  -a  prima  facia  right  to  his  seat 
by  the  production  of  a  certificate  of  election  from  the  proper  authori- 
ty; thereby  throwing  the  burthen  of  proof  upon  the  contesting  party. 
But  in  this  case  they  were  surprised  to  find  even  this  kind  of  evidence 
entirely  wanting. 

It  is  true  that  Mr.  Henry  produces  the  certificate  of  the  auditor  of 
Switzerland  county,  certifying  that  in  comparing  the  returns  of  the 
election  it  appeared  that  Mr.  Henry  had  received  the  highest  number 
of  votes  polled  for  the  office  of  State  Senator.  Your  committee  can- 
not admit,  however,  that  this  certificate  furnishes  any  evidence  what- 
ever of  Mr.  Henry's  election,  or  of  his  right  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate.  The 
17th  section  of  "an  act  to  regulate  general  elections,"  approved  Feb. 
17th,  1838,  prescribes  the  manner  in  which  tlie  returns  shall  be  made 
to  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  as  well  as  the  kind  of  certificate  to 
be  given  by  him  to  the  successful  candidates  as  evidence  of  their  elec 
tion.  It  is  contended,  however,  that  these  provisions  have  been  chan- 
ged by  the  8th  section  ot  an  act  entitled  "an  act  regulating  the  duties 
of  clerks  of  the  circuit  courts  and  county  auditors,"  approved  Janua- 
ry 31st,  1842.  But  by  a  reference  to  that  act,  it  will  be  seen  that  it 
only  transfers  "the  duties  heretofore  performed  by  the  clerks  of  the 
several  circuit  courts  in  this  State,  under  the  order  of  the  boards  do- 
ing county  business,  in  relation  to  either  general,  or  county,  or  town- 
ship elections."  And  as  none  of  the  duties  prescribed  by  the  17th 
section  of  the  former  act  were  performed  by  the  clerks,  "under  the 
order,"  or  by  the  direction  "of  the  boards  doing  county  business,"  it  is 
conceived  to  be  beyond  dispute  that  the  clerks  are  still  the  proper  per- 
sons to  receive  the  returns  of  the  judges,  and  to  furnish  the  certificate 
of  election. 

If  this  be  a  correct  view  of  the  law  Mr.  Henry's  certificate  is  of  no 
more  validity  than  it  would  have  been  if  made  by  the  sheriff  or  school 
commissioner  of  his  county.  Indeed,  the  committee  can  view  this 
case  in  no  other  light  than  as  if  no  returns  had  ever  been  made  to 
any  person,  or  at  any  place,  by  the  officers  of  election  in  the  different 
townships.  But  they  do  not  conceive  that  after  the  people  had  made 
their  selection  of  officers,  by  depositing  their  tickets  in  the  ballot  box, 
any  failure  upon  the  part  of  the  election  officers  to  make  the  return 
required  of  them  by  law,  whether  that  failure  arose  from  negligence 
or  a  fraudulent  design,  could  affect  the  election,  or  deprive  the  person 
receiving  a  majority  of  the  legal  votes  of  his  right  to  hold  the  office 
for  which  he  was  selected.  They  were  induced,  therefore,  to  look  to 
the  further  evidence  submitted  to  them  for  the  purpose  of  ascertain- 


ing  to  whom  a  majority  of  such  votes  had  been  given  in  this  case. 
Before  doing  so,  however,  objections  were  interposed  by  Mr.  Henry, 
entirely  denying  Mr.  Kelso's  right  to  contest  his  seat,  for  a  variety  of 
reasons  which  were  submitted  to  the  committee,  and  which  received 
due  consideration  at  our  hads. 

It  was  admitted  that  notice  of  Kelso's  intention  to  contest  had 
been  served  upon  Mr.  Henry,  as  well  as  the  proper  officers,  within 
the  time  contemplated  by  the  statute;  and  that  the  commissioners  of 
the  county  of  Switzerland  had  been  regularly  convened  ibr  the  pur- 
pose of  hearing  and  taking  down  the  testimony  relating  to  the  case. 
But  it  was  objected  that  Mr.  Kelso  had  not,  at  the  time  of  entering 
upon  the  contest,  by  the  service  of  the  notice  upon  Mr.  Henry,  taken 
the  oath  prescribed  by  the  40th  section  of  the  act  to  regulate  general 
elections,  passed  in  1838.     That  section  is  as  follows: 

"Sec.  40.  No  person  shall  contest  any  election  unless  he  shall  have 
previously  taken  an  oath,  before  some  person  duly  authorized  to  ad- 
minister oaths  in  this  state,  that  he  is  a  qualified  voter  of  the  state  of 
Indiana,  and  that  the  charges  and  specifications,  or  points  on  which 
he  means  to  rely,  as  set  forth  in  the  notice  delivered  to  the  person 
whose  election  is  about  to  be  contested,  are  true  as  he  verily  believes, 
which  affidavit  shall  be  delivered  to  the  presiding  officer  of  the  Sen- 
ate." 

To  give  to  the  language  "No  person  shall  contest  any  election  un- 
til," &:c.  a  literal  construction,  it  might  be  made  to  apply  to  this  case. 
But  this  would  be  a  construction  involving  so  great  an  absurdity  that 
it  is  believed  no  man  of  ordinary  capacity  could  avoid  condemning  it. 
It  would  be  saying,  that  before  the  election  of  any  person  to  a  state, 
county,  or  even  township  office  could  be  contested,  the  individual 
desirous  of  contesting  should  take  an  oath  that  he  was  a  qualified  vo- 
ter, not  of  the  district  in  which  sucii  election  was  holden,  but  of  the 
state  of  Indiana,  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  presiding  officer  of  the 
Senate.  This  absurdity  alone  would  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  com- 
mittee that  such  a  construction  was  never  intended,  even  if  this  con- 
clusion rendered  the  section  perfectly  nugatory.  But  such  is  not  the 
case.  On  the  contrary,  the  committee  think  it  susceptible  of  another 
construciion,  which  will  render  it  consistent  with  other  portions  of 
the  law,  carry  out  the  meaning  and  intention  of  the  legislature,  and 
bring  it  more  nearl}^  to  the  rules  of  common  sense.  The  sections 
immediately  preceding,  from  the  36th  to  the  39th,  inclusive,  relate  to 
the  contesting  of  an  election  for  Governor  and  Lieutenant  Governor, 
and  provide  for  the  trial  of  such  contest  before  a  joint  committee  of 
both  branches  of  the  General  Assembly.  And  that  the  provisions  of 
the  40th  section  were  intended  to  apply  to  these  contests,  and  to 
these  only,  does  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  admit  of  a  doubt- 
Hence  the  affidavit  is  only  required  to  state  that  the  contestor  is  a 
legal  voter  of  the  state,  and  is  to  be  filed  with  the  presiding  officer  of 
the  Senate.  Confine  it  to  these  contests,  and  the  reason  of  the  law- 
is  palpable  and  obvious.  The  principle  upon  which  it  is  founded  is 
that  no  one  who  is  not  entitled  to  a  voice  in  the  filling  of  the  office 
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has  any  right  to  complain,  and  consequently  shall  not  interfere  in  the 
matter  by  way  of  a  contest.  The  person,  therefore,  who  wishes  to 
contest,  is  very  properly  required,  not  only  to  make  the  affidavit,  but 
to  file  it  with  the  Senate,  that  the  legislature  may  know  the  fact  be- 
fore taking  any  steps  in  relation  to  such  contest. 

But  if  further  evidence  were  wanting  to  warrant  this  conclusion, 
it  might  be  found  in  another  part  of  the  same  act.  The  34th  section 
provides  for  contesting  the  right  of  any  person  proclaimed  duly  elect- 
ed to  the  General  Assembly,  and  requires  the  person  intending  to 
contest  such  seat,  to  give  notice  of  such  intention  to  the  person  de- 
clared duly  elected,  within  ten  days  after  such  election.  The  first 
part  of  the  35th  section  expressly  provides  who  may,  or  rather,  who 
may  not,  contest  these  elections,  and  is  as  follows: 

'•No  person  shall  contest  any  election,  unless  he  is  an  elector  of 
that  county  or  district  in  which  the  elections  are  held." 

Here  the  same  principle  is  recognized  which  we  have  applied  to 
the  other  section,  and  which  requires  the  contestor  to  be  a  person 
entitled  to  a  voice  in  filling  the  office.  And  yet  we  are  asked  to  say 
in  this  case,  that  Mr.  Kelso  should  have  filed  his  affidavit  with  the 
President  of  the  Senate  before  giving  the  notice  of  contest,  stating 
that  he  was  a  qualified  voter  of  the  state  of  Indiana,  while  the  section 
just  quoted  requires  him  to  be  a  legal  voter  of  Switzerland  county, 
to  entitle  him  to  contest  Mr.  Henry's  seat. 

The  committee  have  been  thus  particular  in  noticing  this  objection 
not  because  they  believed  it  entitled  to  any  weight,  but  because  it  was 
strenuously  insisted  upon  by  the  counsel  for  Mr.  Henry. 

Another  objection  urged  against  Kelso's  right  to  prosecute  this 
contest,  was  the  uncertainty  and  insufficiency  of  the  notice  served 
upon  Mr.  Henry.  The  34th  section,  beiore  referred  to,  requires  that 
the  notice  shall  specify  the  points  on  which  the  same  is  contested. 
And  although  the  notice  in  this  case  did  specify  the  ground  of  contest 
to  be  the  reception  of  illegal  votes  by  Mr.  Henry,  yet,  inasmuch  as 
the  names  of  the  illegal  voters,  and  the  reasons  why  they  were  illegal 
were  not  given,  it  was  urged  that  the  notice  was  insufficient,  and, 
therefore,  void.  Your  committee  could  not,  however,  view  it  in  this 
light. 

The  object  of  the  notice  is  to  apprise  the  party  that  his  seat  will 
be  contested;  and  the  reason  why  it  is  required  to  state  the  grounds 
of  contest  seem  to  be  that  the  party  may  know  the  issue  to  be  tried, 
and  that  it  is  sufficient,  if  proven,  to  set  aside  his  claim.  By  applying 
to  this  notice  the  strictest  rules  of  the  common  law,  as  applied  to  plead- 
ings in  courts  of  justice,  we  think  it  will  be  found  to  be  all  that 
even  they  would  require.  It  is  a  general  rule,  too  long  and  too  well 
established  to  be  successfully  controverted  now,  that  a  declaration 
in  an  action  at  law,  to  which  this  notice  is  somewhat  similar,  need 
be  no  more  specific  in  its  averments  than  the  proof.  Let  us  test 
the  notice  in  this  case  by  this  rule,  and  see  if  it  be  not  sufficient. 
The  ground  specified  is  the  receipt  of  illegal  votes  by  Mr.  Henry. 
Suppose  Mr.  Kelso  had  produced  a  witness  and  proven  by  him  that 
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he  voted  for  Mr.  Henry,  and  had  then  asked  him  if  he  were  at  the 
time  of  giving  such  vote,  entitled  to  do  so,  to  which  the  witness  had 
answered  "  no,"  and  the  testimony  had  there  stopped,  would  any 
man  in  his  senses  have  contended  that  this  was  insufficient  because 
the  witness  did  not  go  on  and  state  the  reasons  why  he  was  not  a 
voter?     We  apprehend  not. 

But  again;  suppose  the  notice  had  stated  the  witness  to  have  been 
an  illegal  voter  because  he  was  a  non-resident  of  the  State,  and  the 
witness  had  sworn  he  was  a  resident  of  the  State,  but  an  unnatural- 
ized foreigner;  in  this  case  the  vote  would  have  been  clearly  illegal, 
and  yet,  according  to  the  doctrine  contended  for,  no  advantage  could 
have  been  taken  of  it. 

A  third  objection  urged  against  the  right  to  contest,  was  that  the 
commissioners  of  Switzerland  county  had,  when  convened  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  down  testimony,  refused  to  do  so. 

This  objection  was,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  equally  un- 
substantial with  those  before  noticed.  To  have  admitted  its  validity 
would  have  been  saying,  in  effect,  that  notwithstanding  the  constitu- 
tion makes  each  branch  of  the  General  Assembly  the  judges  of  the 
qualifications  and  elections  of  its  own  members,  the  refusal  of  another 
and  a  distinct  body  to  perform  certain  duties  enjoined  upon  them  by 
law,  would  take  away  this  constitutional  right.  To  a  conclusion  in- 
volving such  consequences,  the  committee  cannot  yield  their  as- 
sent. 

But  another  reason  why  this  objection  ought  not  to  prevail,  is  that 
the  refusal  of  the  commissioners  was  substantially  the  act  of  Henry 
himself,  it  being  a  case  where  the  old  law  maxim  '•'•qui  facit  per  a.li- 
um^facitper  se,'^  applies  with  full  force.  And  to  sanction  the  objec- 
tion would  be  to  permit  Henry  to  take  advantage  of  his  own 
wrong. 

Having  over-ruled  the  objections  to  the  right  of  Mr.  Kelso  to  con- 
test, a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Henry  for  a  commission  to  take 
the  testimony  of  witnesses  in  Switzerland  county.  This  motion  was 
founded  upon  the  affidavits  of  Mr.  Henry,  and  was  urged  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enabling  him  to  prove: 

1st.      That  illegal  votes  were  given  to  Kelso. 

2d.  That  legal  votes  were  rejected  which  would  have  been  given 
for  Henry. 

3d.  That  votes  given  for  Henry  and  alleged  to  have  been  illegal, 
were  in  fact  legal. 

4th     That  Henry  received  the  greatest  number  of  legal  votes. 

5th.  That  there  was  a  mistake  in  the  written  returns  of  Posey 
township. 

But  little  need  be  said  as  the  rejection  of  legal  votes,  which  would 
have  been  given  for  Henry,  as  it  is  apprehended  no  one  will  serious- 
ly contend  that  if  such  were  proven  to  have  been  rejected,  it  would 
have  availed  Mr.  Henry  anything  in  this  contest.  The  Statute  pro- 
vides a  remedy  for  the  reception  of  illegal  votes,  but  is  entirely  si- 
lent, so  far  as  relates  to  its  being  a  ground  of  contest,  in  relation  to  the 
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rejection  of  legal  ones.  Indeed  this  point  was  not  urged  before  the 
committee  by  the  counsel  for  Mr.  Henry. 

The  1st,  3d,  and  4th  reasons  assigned  for  the  issuing  of  the  commis- 
sion are  substantially  the  same,  and  may  be  considered  together. — 
They  relate  to  the  only  ground  assigned  in  the  notice  of  contest,  and 
are  admitted  to  be  the  legitimate  subjects  of  proof.  But  the  com- 
mittee were  not  called  upon  to  say  whether  they  would  receive  evi- 
dence to  substantiate  these  charges  or  not,  but  whether  they  would 
give  further  time  to  procure  the  proper  evidence.  This  being  a  question 
addressed  to  the  discretion  of  the  committee,  they  thought  it  right  and 
proper  to  have  reference  to  the  history  of  the  case  in  determining 
it.  It  is  admitted  by  Mr.  Henry  that  the  notice  of  contest  was  serv- 
ed upon  him  on  the  9th  of  August,  the  very  day  upon  which  the  re- 
turns were  to  have  been  made  by  the  returning  officers.  The  only 
ground  of  contest  being  the  reception  of  illegal  votes  by  Mr.  Henry, 
from  the  time  of  the  service  of  that  notice  up  the  time  of  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Senate,  the  way  was  open  for  him  to  have  proven  these 
fticts,  and  the  committee  conceive  it  to  have  been  his  duty  to  do  so, 
or  to  render  some  reasonable  excuse  for  his  delay.  The  only  excuse 
offered  may  be  found  in  the  affidavits  of  Mr,  Henry,  and  is  that  Kel- 
so did  not  ask  to  have  any  evidence  taken  before  the  commissioners, 
but  seemed  to  acquiesce  in,  and  in  his  (Henry's)  opinion,  to  be  pleas- 
ed with  their  decision  in  refusing  to  hear  any. 

We  could  not  recognize  the  reasonableness  or  validity  of  this  ex- 
cuse. The  record  of  the  board  of  commissioners  substantially  dis- 
proves the  truth  of  it,  and  shows  the  refusal  of  the  board  to  hear  any 
evidence  to  have  been  at  the  instigation  of  Mr.  Henry  himself. 

It  is  urged,  however,  that  Mr.  Henry  was  not  bound  to  take  any 
evidence  to  show  his  right  to  a  seat  until  Kelso  had  taken  testimony 
to  disprove  it,  and  that  then  he  was  too  much  engaged  to  attend  to 
it.  There  are  too  many  objections  to  this  reasoning  to  admit  of  its 
adoption  by  the  committee.  No  court  of  law  or  equity  will  excuse 
a  party  for  failing  to  take  testimony  to  prove  facts  of  the  importance 
of  which  he  has  a  full  knowledge,  simply  because  his  adversary  has 
neglected  to  take  testimony  to  prove  his  facts.  In  this  case,  the 
issue  was  clearly  and  fully  made  by  the  service  of  the  notice  of  con- 
test. The  only  question  was  as  to  which  of  them  had  received  the 
greatest  number  of  legal  votes.  Henry  had  full  notice  that  Kelso 
intended  to  show  that  a  part  of  the  votes  received  by  him  were  ille- 
gal, and  he  also  knew  that  he  had  a  right  to  answer  this  by  showing 
that  Kelso  had  received  a  greater  number  of  such  votes ;  and  had  it 
not  been  for  the  interference  of  Henry,  Kelso  would  have  taken  his 
testimony  at  as  eariy  a  day  as  possible.  But  besides  all  this,  Henry 
must  be  presumed  to  have  known  that  no  return  had  ever  been  made 
to  the  proper  office -by  the  returning  judges  of  a  single  township  in 
his  county,  that  he  had  no  certificate  of  election  and  could  get  none, 
and  that  it  was  his  duty  to  procure  some  other  evidence  of  his  hav- 
ing received  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  his  county ;  and  yet,  with  all 
these  facts  before  him,  and  the  notice  of  contest  staring  him  in  the 
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face,  he  remained  inactive  for  more  than  three  months,  without  tak- 
ing the  first  step  in  his  case.  Under  these  circumstances,  to  have 
granted  this  motion  would  have  been  to  establish  a  precedent  which, 
if  carried  out,  would,  in  effect,  destroy  the  whole  right  of  contest. 
If  an  individual  whose  right  to  a  seat  in  the  Legislature,  and  espe- 
cially in  the  lower  branch  of  it,  may  remain  wholly  unconcerned, 
without  taking  any  steps  to  vindicate  that  right,  until  the  meeting  of 
the  body  of  which  he  claims  to  be  a  member,  and  then  have  time  to 
send  to  the  most  remote  portions  of  the  State,  or  of  the  United 
States,  for  his  witnesses  may  not  necessarily  live  in  the  State,  to 
procure  evidence  which  he  might  just  as  well  have  obtained  before, 
the  session  for  which  he  claims  to  have  been  elected,  would,  in  many 
instances,  expire  before  that  testimony  could  be  procured,  and  thus 
the  whole  object  of  the  contest  would  be  defeated. 

So  far  as  relates  to  the  fifth,  and  only  remaining  fact  which  Mr. 
Henry  desired  time  to  prove,  the  committee  will  only  add  that,  be- 
sides the  reasons  heretofore  given,  which  apply  to  this  point,  deposi- 
tions had  already  been  taken  by  Mr.  Henry,  and  were  then  before 
them,  substantially  showing  the  same  facts. 

Many  other  reasons  might  be  urged  by  the  committee  in  support 
of  their  decision  overruling  this  motion,  but  they  trust  these  will  be 
sufficient  to  dispel  every  reasonable  doubt  of  its  correctness.  The 
unreasonable  they  do  not  hope  to  satisiy. 

The  committee  were  next  asked  by  Mr.  Henry,  to  send  for  the 
ballots,  the  tally  papers,  and  list  of  voters  filed  by  the  returning 
judge  of  Posey  township,  in  Switzerland  county,  with  the  auditor  of 
said  county,  for  the  purpose  of  proving  the  number  of  votes  each 
of  said  claimants  received  at  said  poll,  which  they  refused,  not  only 
upon  the  principles  before  laid  down,  but  for  the  additional  reason 
that  depositions  were  then  before  them  proving  the  same  fact. 

Mr.  Henry  then  moved  to  suppress  all  the  depositions  taken  by 
Mr.  Kelso,  and  submitted  to  the  committee;  first,  because  they  were 
taken  without  authority  of  law,  and  were  extrajudicial  and  ex  parte; 
second,  because  they  were  taken  at  an  improper  time;  third,  because 
the  witnesses  were  not  sworn  to  testify  to  the  whole  truth;  fourth, 
because  all  the  testimony  except  that  which  relates  to  the  vote  of 
Nimrod  Bannister,  was  secondary  and  not  the  best  evidence;  fifth, 
because  the  testimony  relating  to  the  vote  of  Bannister,  was  irrele- 
vant; sixth,  because  Kelso  had  specified  no  points  in  his  notices  to 
Mr.  Henry.  The  committee  could  see  no  force  in  any  of  these  rea- 
sons except  the  fourth,  which  only  applies  to  a  part  of  the  evidence, 
v/hich  was,  for  that  reason,  suppressed  and  not  considered  by  the 
committee.  It  is  true  that  this  testimony  was  not  taken  before  the 
board  of  commissioners,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
34th  section  of  the  act  of  1838.  But  it  is  admitted  by  Mr.  Henry 
that  the  Senate  has  the  inherent  right  of  directing  in  what  manner 
testimony  may  be  taken  in  cases  of  this  kind,  independent  of  all 
statutory  provisions.  If  they  may  authorize  the  taking  of  testimony 
in  such  manner  as  to  them  mav  seem  proper  and  expedient,  without 
10 
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reference  to  the  statute,  the  committee  cannot  see  why  the  same  rule 
would  not  authorize  them  to  sanction  the  taking  of,  and  to  receive 
evidence  taken  before  persons  legally  qualified  to  take  depositions  in 
other  cases  although  the  statute  may  not  expressly  authorize  them 
to  do  so  in  cases  like  this.  It  must  be  observed  too,  that  although 
the  statute  authorizes  the  commissioners  to  take  and  transmit  testi- 
mony in  such  cases,  it  does  not  prohibit  the  reception  ot  other  evi- 
dence, nor  exchide  its  being  taken  in  any  other  way.  To  adopt  the 
doctrine  advanced  by  the  counsel  for  Mr.  Henry,  that  no  evidence 
can  be  received  except  such  as  is  taken  before  the  board  of  commis- 
sioners, or  under  the  order  of  the  Senate,  would  be  to  place  it  in 
the  power  of  the  board,  by  refusing  to  act,  to  retard  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding until  the  meeting  of  the  legislature,  the  objections  to  which 
have  already  been  considered.  But  this  is  not  all.  Suppose  the  evi- 
idence  is  in  another  county  or  State,  and  cannot  be  brought  before 
the  board,  will  it  be  contended  that  the  party  shall  be  prohibited  i'rom 
taking  it  until  he  can  get  an  order  from  the  Senate  authorizing  him 
to  do  so?  Or  if  he  have  taken  it  before  a  person  competent  to  admi- 
nister oaths,  and  on  due  notice  to  the  other  party,  shall  it  be  thrown 
aside,  and  he  be  sent  back,  imder  the  order  of  the  Senate,  to  retake  it 
before  the  same  person?  The  injustice  and  impolicy  of  such  a  rule 
should  exclude  its  adoption,  unless  it  were  positively  prescribed, 
which  is  believed  not  to  be  the  case. 

The  committee  see  no  objection  as  to  the  time  of  taking  this  testi- 
mony. 

The  third  objection  is  not  true  in  point  of  fact,  every  witness  having 
been  first  "  duly  sivorn.'^ 

Some  of  this  testimony  was  found  to  be  hearsay,  and  for  that  reason 
was  suppressed,  notwithstanding  the  almost  utter  impossibility  of  pro- 
curing any  other  in  cases  like  the  present. 

We  are  at  a  loss  to  know  why  the  testimony  in  relation  to  Bannis- 
ter's vote  v/as  considered  irrelevant  by  the  counsel  of  Mr.  Henry,  and 
especially  as  it  was  the  testimony  of  Bannister  himself  as  to  the  per- 
son for  whom  he  voted,  and  of  others,  who  testified  from  their  own 
personal  knowledge,  as  to  his  right  to  vote ;  the  legality  of  his  vote, 
and  that  of  others,  being  the  issue  made  by  the  notice. 

The  last  objection  urged  goes  to  the  whole  depositions,  and  among 
other  things  it  was  argued  that  the  notice  should  have  contained  a 
statement  that  the  contestor  was  an  elector,  inasmuch  as  the  statute 
only  authorizoii  the  qualified  electors  of  the  county  or  district  to  con- 
test an  election.  So,  too,  the  statute  regulating  the  practice  in  suits 
at  law,  prohibits  negroes,  mulattoes,  and  Indians  from  being  witnesses 
in  actions  lietwetni  whites;  but  whoever  heard  a  nutice  to  take  depo- 
sitions objected  to  because  it  did  not  state  that  the  witness,  whose  tes- 
timony was  to  be  taken,  was  not  a  negro  ? 

Tije  testimony  submitted  by  Mr.  Kelso  having  been  thus  purged  by 
the  committee,  their  attention  was  called  to  that  submitted  by  Mr. 
Henry,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Kelso,  that  part  of  it  which  related  to 
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the  contents  of  the  tally  papers  and  other  written  instrunnents,  was 
suppressed. 

The  only  remaining  duty  which  the  committee  felt  called  upon  to 
perform,  was  the  examination  of  the  legitimate  evidence  before  them. 
Upon  doing  this,  Miey  found  no  testimony  showing  the  number  of  votes 
received  by  either  of  the  claimants,  except  their  own  admissions.  Upon 
the  part  of  Mr.  Kelso,  it  was  claimed  that  the  written  certificates  of 
the  returning  judges  showed  him  to  have  received  nine  hundred  and 
seventeen  votes,  while  Mr.  Henry  had  received  but  nine  hundred  and 
sixteen.  On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Henry  claimed,  in  his  affidavit,  that 
there  was  a  mistake  of  two  votes  in  the  written  certificate  of  the 
judges  of  Posey  township,  which  would  leave  Kelso  but  nine  hundred 
and  fifteen  votes.  I'his  statement  was  corroborated  by  the  testimony 
of  witnesses  whose  depositions  were  submitted  to  the  committee.  We 
were  induced,  therefore,  to  fix  the  whole  number  of  votes  received  by 
Mr.  Kelso  at  nine  hundred  and  fifteen,  and  those  received  by  Mr. 
Henry  at  nine  iiundred  and  sixteen.  Upon  recurring  to  the  testimony 
submitted  by  Mr.  Kelso,  however,  they  thought  it  clearly  proved  tliat 
Mr.  Henry  had  received  the  vote  of  Nimrod  Bannister,  an  illegal  voter. 
This  reduced  his  vote  to  nine  hundred  and  fifteen,  and  left  the  parties 
with  an  equal  number  ot  legal  votes.  Under  these  circumstances 
the  committee  could  arrive  at  no  other  conclusion  than  that  neither  of 
the  claimants  was  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  as  neither  of  them 
had  received  a  majority  of  the  legal  votes  of  the  district.  It  is  true 
that  the  17th  section  of  the  act  of  183S  provides,  that  in  case  two  or 
more  should  be  equal  in  votes,  the  clerk  and  judges  who  may  be  pre- 
sent shall  decide  by  lot  which  is  elected.  But  in  addition  to  the  fact 
that  no  such  means  were  resorted  to  in  this  case,  the  committee  are 
free  to  say  that  they  regard  this  provision  in  the  law  as  clearly  uncon- 
stitutional, and  therefore  void.  The  first  section  of  the  third  article 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  State  provides  that  "  the  legislative  autho- 
rity of  this  State  shall  be  vested  in  a  General  Assembly,  which  shall 
consist  of  a  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  both  to  he  elected  bij 
the  people.  The  fifth  section  of  the  same  article  requires  the  members 
of  the  Senate  to  be  elected  by  the  qualified  voter:;  for  Representatives, 
on  the  first  Monday  in  August.  They  cannot,  therefore,  concede, 
not  only  that  the  time  of  the  election  shall  be  changed  from  that  fixed 
by  the  Constitution  to  the  Wednesday  succeeding,  but  also  that  the 
manner  of  electing  shall  be  so  altered  as  to  take  it  from  the  people 
and  submit  it  to  the  decision  of  chance,  or  of  the  clerk  and  returning 
judges.  From  a  careful  investigation  of  the  whole  case,  the  commit- 
tee have  been  induced  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  followio'«- 
resolutions : 

Resolved^  That  David  Henry  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  Senate 
as  the  legally  elected  Senator  trom  the  county  of  Switzerland. 

Resolved,  further,  That  there  was  no  election  of  Senator  at  the 
August  election,  A.  D,  1843,  within  and  for  the  county  of  Switzerland, 
and  that  there  is  now  a  vacancy  in  said  office,  which  should  be  filled 
by  the  people  of  said  county  according  to  law. 
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Which  was  read;  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Defrees, 
Was  laid  upon  the  table  until  Saturday  next,  to  give  time  to  the 
minority  of  said  committee,  to  make  a  report  upon  the  same  subject. 


TUESDAY  MORNING,) 
January  9th,  1844.  3 

Mr.  Defrees,  from  a  minority  of  the  committee  on  elections,  made 
the  following  report,  relative  to  the  contested  right  of  David  Henry 
to  a  seat  in  this  Senate. 

Mr.  Defrees,  from  the  minority  of  the  committee  on  elections,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Daniel  Kelso,  made  the  following 


HEPOET: 


Mr.  Pkesidknt: 


The  undersigned,  members  of  the  committee  on  elections,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  Daniel  Kelso,  contesting  the  right  of 
David  Henry  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  as  Senator  from  ths  county  of 
Switzerland,  dissenting  irom  the  report  and  conclusions  of  a  majority 
of  said  committee,  upon  the  important  points  involved  in  said  contest, 
beg  leave  respectfully  to  submit  to  the  Senate  their  reasons  of  such 
dissent. 

The  undersigned  deem  it  a  matter  of  small  importance  to  whom 
the  returns  of  said  election  in  the  county  of  Switzerland  were  made, 
or  from  what  officer  the  certificate  of  election  emanated,  under  which 
Mr.  Henry  claimed  and  was  allowed  his  seat  in  the  Senate,  at  the 
opening  of  the  present  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  in  this 
respect,  as  the  majority  of  the  committee  have  come  to  the  very  pro- 
per and  common  sense  conclusion,  "that  no  negligence  or  fraud  on  the 
part  of  the  election  officers  of  said  county,  could  deprive  the  person 
elected  by  the  people  of  his  seat,"  and  as  there  is  not,  nor  has  not 
been  any  other  certificate  tlian  Mr.  Henry's,  nor  any  better  one  than 
the  uuditor's  produced,  as  the  fouandation  of  any  other  person's  claim  to 
said  seat,  the  undersigned  will  not  canvass  the  argument  by  which  the 
majority  arrive  at  that  result. 

The  undersigned  conceive  that  the  only  question  for  the  committee 
and  the  Senate  to  determine  in  this  case   is,  which  of  the  candidates 
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for  the  office,  received  the  greatest  number  of  legal  votes  at  the  elec- 
tion. 

To  ascertain  this  fact,  the  committee  have  the  benefit  of  admissions 
of  the  parties  and  of  certain  depositions  produced  before  them. 

The  undersigned  concur  with  the  majority  of  the  committee,  that 
the  whole  number  of  votes  apparently  cast  for  Mr.  Henry,  was  nine 
hundred  and  sixteen,  and  the  whole  number  apparently  cast  for  Mr. 
Kelso,  was  nine  hundred  and  fifteen,  giving  to  Mr.  Henry  a  majority 
of  one  vote. 

It  appeared,  in  the  course  of  the  investigation,  that  immediately  af- 
ter the  result  of  the  election  was  ascertained,  and  the  certificate  awar- 
ded to  Mr.  Henry,  that  Mr.  Kelso  gave  him  notice  of  his  intention  to 
contest  the  election,  because  of  illegal  votes,  and  that  the  notice  so 
given,  did  not  particularize  who  had  voted  illegally,  or  at  what  poll  the 
illegal  votes  were  given. 

It  further  appeared  that  this  attempt  to  contest  the  election  by  Mr. 
Kelso,  was  commenced,  or  intended  to  be  commenced  under  the 
Statute  of  the  State  regulating  the  contesting  of  elections.  That, 
when  the  board  of  commissioners  of  the  county  of  Switzerland  as- 
sembled to  take  down  the  testimony  in  writing,  they  were  of  opinion 
that,  from  the  loose  and  illegal  manner  in  which  Mr.  Kelso  had  laid 
the  grounds  of  his  proceedings,  they  were  not  authorized  to  proceed 
in  the  matter,  and  that  they  adjourned  without  proceeding  therein. 
Whether  said  board  of  commissioners  were  correct  in  their  opinion, 
and  action  in  this  respect,  it  is  unnecessary  for  the  undersigned  to  at- 
tempt to  decide,  though  they  can  well  conceive,  that  in  order  to  re- 
quu'c  of  a  board  of  commissioners,  the  performance  of  the  statutory 
duty,  in  such  cases,  the  previous  requisitions  of  the  law  must  have 
been  complied  with  on  the  part  of  the  person  seeking  to  avail  himself 
of  the  provisions  of  that  law. 

Without  stopping,  however,  to  remark  further  in  relation  to  the  in- 
sufficiency of  the  notice  given  by  Mr.  Kelso,  or  in  relation  to  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  course  pursued  by  the  commissioners,  we  proceed  at 
once  to  the  consideration  of  other  points  which  the  case  presents  of 
such  character  as  force  us  to  a  different  conclusion  than  that  arrived 
at  in  the  report  of  the  majority. 

It  is  a  constitutional  provision  that  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives shall  each  be  judges  of  the  qualifications  and  elections  of  its 
own  members.  This  judgment  can  only  be  formed  upon  competent 
testimony.  A  proper  regard  for  the  solemn  obligation  which  is  taken 
to  support  the  constitution,  forbids  any  other  conclusion. 

The  law  relative  to  contested  elections  has  pointed  out  the  mode  by 
which  testimony  calculated  to  determine  the  rights  of  claimants  to 
seats  in  the  legislature  shall  be  taken,  which  is  as  follows,  to-wit: 

Sec.  34.  If  any  candidate  or  elector  of  the  proper  county  shall 
choose  to  contest  the  validity  of  any  election,  or  the  right  of  any 
person  proclaimed  duly  elected  in  any  county,  to  his  seat  in  the  Ge- 
neral Assembly  of  this  State,  such  person  shall  give  notice  in  writing 
to  the  person  whose  election  he  means  to  contest,  or  leave  a  written 
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notice  thereof  at  the  house  where  such  person  last  resided,  within 
ten  days  after  such  election,  expressing  therein  the  points  on  which 
the  same  is  contested,  and  shall  also  give  notice  to  the  inspector, 
jadges,  and  clerks  of  the  township  or  townships  whore  such  grounds 
for  contesting  the  election  of  any  candidate  may  have  arisen,  as  in 
case  of  the  person  proclaimed  duly  elected,  and  shall,  within  the 
same  time,  give  notice  to  the  shei'itf  of  the  county,  who  shall  there- 
upon summon  the  members  of  the  board  doing  county  business  of  the 
proper  county,  who  shall  be  severally  obliged  to  attend,  under  the 
penalty  of  fifty  dollars  each ;  the  sheriff  shall  appoint  a  place  and 
time  for  the  said  board  to  meet,  within  the  county,  which  shall  be 
within  twenty  days  after  the  election ;  the  said  board,  or  any  two  of 
them,  shall  have  power  to  issue  subpoenas,  and  compel  the  attendance 
of  witnesses  to  give  evidence,  under  the  penalty  of  fifty  dollars,  to 
be  levied  of  each  and  every  delinquent  who  shall  have  been  duly 
served  with  process ;  and  the  said  board  so  met  shall  hear  and  certify 
under  seal,  all  testimony  relative  to  said  contested  election  to  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  or  President  of  the  Senate, 
as  the  case  may  be,  at  their  next  General  Assem.bly. 

Sfx.  35.  No  person  shall  contest  any  election,  unless  he  is  an 
elector  of  that  county  or  district  in  which  the  elections  are  held,  nor 
shall  any  testimony  be  received  which  does  not  relate  to  the  points 
specified  in  the  notice ;  copies  attested  and  sworn  to  by  the  person 
who  delivers  or  leaves  said  notices,  shall  be  delivered  to  the  board 
doing  county  business,  at  the  time  of  their  meeting,  and  previous  to 
their  taking  any  person's  testimony  :  Provided^  that  nothing  in  this 
section  contained,  or  in  any  law  of  this  State,  shall  be  so  construed 
as  to  authorize  an  election  for  any  officer  to  be  set  aside  on  account 
of  illegal  votes  having  been  given  at  said  election,  unless  it  should  be 
made  to  appear  that  a  number  of  illegal  votes  have  been  given  to  the 
successful  candidate,  which,  if  taken  from  him,  would  be  sufficient  to 
reduce  his  vote  below  that  of  any  other  candidate  for  the  same  of- 
fice, after  having  deducted  from  such  other  candidate  the  number  of 
illegal  votes  that  shall  appear  to  have  been  given  to  him. 

It  is  not  pretended  that  the  testimony  submitted  by  Mr.  Kelso  to 
the  committee  was  taken  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this 
Statute.  If  not,  was  it  legally  taken,  and  if  not  so  taken,  ought  it  to 
have  been  received  by  the  committee,  or  should  it  be  received  by 
the  Senate?  We  apprehend  not,  else  why  the  necessity  of  the  law, 
if  its  provisions  are  disregarded.  We  do  not  contend,  however,  that 
the  failure  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Kelso,  from  whatever  cause,  to  take 
testimony  in  accordance  with  the  law  precluded  him  from  this  seat, 
provided  suficient  testimony  to  give  him  the  right,  taken  in  pursuance 
of  competent  authority,  were  submitted  by  him.  On  failure  to  com- 
ply with  the  existing  law,  this  could  only  be  done  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Senate  itself,  derived  from  that  power  given  by  the  con- 
stitution of  judging  of  the  qualification  and  election  of  its  own  mem- 
bers.    This  was  not  done.     The  depositions  were  taken  before  a  jus- 


67 

tice  of  the  peace  on  the  27th,  28th,  and  29th  days  of  November,  on- 
ly a  few  days  previous  to  the  assembhng  of  the  legislature. 

The  majority  of  the  committee  determined,  after  having  suppress- 
ed a  portion  of  the  depositions,  that  this  evidence  should  be  received. 
Upon  the  effect  of  this  testimony  we  will  remark  before  we  con- 
clude. 

When  this  case  was  submitted  to  the  committee  by  the  Senate, 
power  was  given  it  to  institute  a  commissionon  in  Switzerland  county 
to  take  such  testimony  as  either  party  might  require.  Mr.  Henry 
wished  to  avail  himself  of  the  authority  thus  given,  and  made  appli- 
cation for  the  privilege  of  procuring  testimony  to  establish  the  fact 
that  Mr.  Kelso  had  received  a  greater  number  of  illegal  votes  than 
were  given  tor  him  at  the  last  August  election.  This  request,  so 
just  in  itself,  as  it  seems  to  us,  was  denied  by  a  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee. In  justificatian  of  that  denial,  on  the  part  of  a  majority,  it  is 
urged  in  their  report,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  Mr.  Henry  to  have  pro- 
ven his  testimony  previous  to  the  assembling  of  the  legislature,  be- 
cause, they  say  "Mr.  Henry  must  be  presumed  to  have  known  that 
no  return  had  been  made  to  the  proper  officer  by  the  returning  judg- 
es, of  a  single  township  in  his  county;  that  he  had  no  certificate  of 
election,  and  could  get  none,  and  that  it  was  his  duty  to  procure 
some  other  evidence  of  his  having  received  a  majority  of  the  votes 
of  his  county."  The  judges  of  the  election,  through  a  mistake  of 
the  law,  (and  we  admit  it  to  be  so,)  made  their  returns  to  the  county 
auditor.  i^Ir.  Henry  produced  the  certificate  of  that  officer,  upon 
which  he  vvas  admitted,  sworn  in,  and  took  his  seat.  This  mistake 
was  not  made  a  ground  of  contest  by  Mr.  Kelso.  As  admitted  by 
the  majority  of  the  committee,  the  only  issue  between  them  was  as 
to  illegal  votes.  Why  then,  even  if  it  had  been  legally  in  his  power, 
should  Mr.  Henry  be  compelled,  previous  to  the  assembling  of  the 
legislature,  to  adduce  testimony  on  a  point  not  in  issue,  until  the 
session  had  commenced.  The  denial  by  the  majority  of  the  committee 
of  the  reasonable  I'equest  of  fVlr.  Henry,  to  take  testimony  estab- 
lishing the  fact  of  a  number  ol  illegal  votes  having  been  cast  for  his 
opponent,  seems  to  us  indefensible.  The  majority  of  the  committee 
determined  that  it  was  too  late  a  day  to  ask  for  this  time.  The  rea- 
soning by  which  this  position  is  sustained,  can  be  well  appreciated 
by  the  Senate,  when  they  consider  that  so  important  a  right  as  a 
seat,  as  a  Senator  should  not  be  sacrificed  for  a  pretended  want  of 
time  to  examine  who  is  legally  entitled  to  it. 

If  it  be  urged  that  Mr.  Henry  should  have  given  Mr.  Kelso  notice 
of  contest,  and  proceeded  to  take  depositions  before  the  county  com- 
missioners to  prove  that  illegal  votes  had  been  cast  for  Kelso,  we  re- 
ply that  the  only  evidence  in  existence  as  to  the  number  of  votes 
given  for  each  of  the  claimants  was  in  the  possession  of  the  County 
Auditor,  whose  certificate  of  the  iact  (although  not  strictly  legal)  that 
Mr.  Henry  had  received  the  greater  number  of  votes,  was  better  evi- 
dence than  the  mere  claim  of  Mr.  Kelso,  unsuppported  by  any  testi- 
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To  sustain  the  position  that  the  certificate  of  the  County  Auditor, 
being  the  only  testimony  produced,  ought  to  be  considered  as  prima 
facie  evidence  of  the  right  of  a  Senator  to  his  seat,  the  undersigned 
refer  to  the  report  made  by  the  committee  on  elections,  at  the  last 
session  of  the  Senate,  of  which  the  then  Senator  from  Jefferson,  now 
Lieutenant  Governor,  was  chairman.  At  that  session,  the  Senator 
from  Johnson,  and  perhaps  other  Senators,  produced  the  Auditor's 
certificate  as  the  only  evidence  of  their  election.  That  committee 
say,  in  their  report,  "that  said  credentials  are  all  in  due  form  of  law, 
and,  upon  their  face  contain  the  necessary  legal  evidence  of  election." 
(See  Senate  Journal  of  1842-'3,  p.  366.) 

Admitting,  only  for  the  argument,  (not  that  we  agree  to  its  cor- 
rectness,) that  the  depositions  were  properly  received  by  the  com- 
mittee, the  enquiry  arises  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  evidence  as  to 
the  illegality  of  votes  cast  for  Mr.  Henry,  being  the  only  question  in 
issue. 

No  one  will  deny  the  position  to  be  correct,  that  every  vote  re- 
ceived by  the  judges  of  an  election  must  be  presumed  to  be  legal  until 
the  contrary  be  clearly  proven.  To  do  so,  it  requires  testimony  of 
the  most  positive  and  undeniable  character.  It  is  not  enough  merely 
to  create  a  doubt  whether  it  be  illegal  or  not,  and  upon  such  doubt 
decide  it  to  be  so.  If  this  were  the  case,  a  seat  in  either  branch  of 
the  legislature  would  be  held  by  an  uncertain  tenure,  thus  making  the 
elective  franchise  a  mockery.  In  testing  the  fact  whether  the  vote 
of  Nimrod  Bannister  (the  only  one  upon  which  there  is  any  evidence) 
be  illegal  or  not,  it  is  only  necessary  to  apply  this  admitted  principle. 
Mr.  Bannister  says,  in  his  deposition,  that  he  directed  one  Howard  to 
make  out  his  ticket,  and  to  leave  on  it  the  name  of  David  Henry. 
Mr.  Howard  being  sworn,  states  that  he  did  so  make  out  the  ticket. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  Bannister  did  vote  for  David  Henry. 
Was  that  vote  legal?  It  must  be  admitted  to  be  so  unless  the  con- 
trary be  proven  by  such  testimony  as  spoken  of  above. 

Was  such  testimony  submitted  to  the  committee?  An  examina- 
tion of  it  will  determine  the  inquiry.  It  will  be  recollected  that  Mr. 
Bannister  himself,  who  must  be  presumed  to  be  the  best  acquainted 
with  the  fact  of  his  eligibility  to  vote,  is  not  asked  to  say,  in  his  de- 
position whether  he  was  legally  entitled  to  vote,  nor  does  he  say  so. 
Why  a  question  so  important,  the  answer  to  which  would  be  the 
lM^:,t  evidence  and  should  have  been  adduced,  was  not  asked  by  Mr. 
Kelso,  can  only  be  accounted  for  by  presuming  that  he  was  aware 
that  such  answer  would  not  prove  such  ineligibility.  For  the  pur- 
pose of  casting  a  shade  of  doubt  over  Bannister's  right  to  vote,  a  Mr. 
Morris  is  introduced  who  says,  "that  Mr.  Bannister  removed  from  the 
State  of  Ohio  to  Indiana  in  September  1842,  and  never  lived  in  Indi- 
ana before."  Now  this  may  be  the  truth,  and  yet  Mr.  Bannister's 
right  to  vote  be  beyond  question.  The  first  section  of  the  sixth 
article  of  the  constitution  of  the  State  declares  that  "  every  white 
male  citizen  of  the  United  States,  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years 
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and  upwards,  who  has  resided  in  the  State  one  year  immediately 
preceding  such  election,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote,"  etc. 

The  question,  "  What  shall  constitute  residence  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  constitution,"  is  not  determined  by  that  instrument. — 
This,  like  all  other  questions  arising  upon  its  construction  must  be 
determined  by  the  tribunal  constituted  for  that  purpose — the  judiciary. 

Here  the  committee  are  enabled  to  present  such  authority  in  sup- 
port of  their  position,  that  no  one,  it  seems  to  us,  having  a  regard 
for  their  opinion,  can,  for  a  moment,  doubt.  It  has  been  held  by  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  that  "  If  a  citizen  (of  one  State,) 
thinks  proper  to  change  his  domicil,  and  to  remove  with  his  family, 
if  he  have  one,  (to  another)  he  becomes,  immediately  upon  such  re- 
moval, accompanied  by  such  intention,  a  resident  of  that  State.  " 
See  Cooper''s  Lessee^  vs.  Galbraiih,  3  Wash.  Rep'ts. 

The  principle  being  thus  established  that  the  moment  a  person  de- 
termines to  leave  one  State,  and  sets  out  upon  his  journey  for  the  pur- 
pose and  with  the  intention  of  becoming  a  citizen  of  another,  he  is, 
witiiin  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution,  a  resident  of  the  State  to 
which  he  is  moving.  We  ask  whether  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Morris 
be  sufficient  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  Mr.  Bannister's  having 
commenced  his  removal  to  Indiana  previous  to  the  first  day  of  Au- 
gust, 1842,  although  he  did  not  arrive  at  the  place  of  his  destination 
until  September,  1842  ?  We  think  not,  and,  if  it  be  not,  it  follows 
that  Mr.  Bannister  was  a  resident  of  this  State  from  the  day  he  set 
out  on  his  removal  here,  with  the  intention  of  making  it  his  perma- 
nent home,  and  consequently  legally  entitled  to  vote.  If  this  rea- 
soning be  not  in  itself  conclusive,  we  are  reminded  that  the  testimony 
of  Mr.  Morris  is  not  of  the  first  character,  but  secondary,  and  not  en- 
titled to  much  credit.  The  best  testimony  would  be  Mr.  Bannister's 
own  statement.  Although,  it  will  be  recollected,  he  was  on  the  stand 
as  a  witness,  the  question  seems  to  have  been  purposely  avoided,  and 
the  important  fact  of  his  residence  is  not  elicited.  The  only  certain 
evidence  is  not  adduced,  and  resort  is  had  to  Mr.  Morris,  who  savs, 
that  "Mr.  Bannister  removed  from  the  State  of  Ohio  to  Indiana "^in 
September,  1842,  and  never  lived  in  Indiana  before."  The  arrival  of 
a  stranger  in  a  neighborhood  is  not  an  event  of  such  an  unfrequent  oc- 
currence as  would  be  calculated  to  impress  distinctly  the  time  of  his 
arrival  upon  the  minds  of  those  among  whom  he  settles.  Mr.  Morris 
may  have  been  mistaken  as  to  that  time,  and  upon  this  uncertain  tes- 
timony the  undersigned  are  not  disposed  to  eject  from  the  Senate  the 
present  sitting  member,  sent  here  by  a  majority  of  the  people  of  his 
county. 

In  view  of  all  the  facts,  which  this  case  presents,  and  the  reason- 
ing upon  these  facts  thus  briefly  given,  the  undersigned  can  arrive  at 
no  other  conclusion  than  that  Mr.  Henry  received  the  greatest  num- 
ber_  of  the  suflrages  of  the  people  at  the  last  August  election  in 
Switzerland  county,  and  consequently  is  the  rightful" and  legal  Sena- 
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tor  from  that  county.     In  accordance  with  these  views,  they  present 
the  following  resolution  to  the  Senate  and  ask  its  adoption. 

JOHN  D.  DEFREES, 
ELI  P.  FARMER, 
ARCHIBALD  ALEXANDER, 
ROBERT  G.  COTTON. 

Resolved,  That  David  Henry,  having  received  the  greatest  number 
of  votes  at  the  election  held  for  the  office  of  Senator  in  Switzerland 
county,  at  the  last  August  election,  he  is  entitled  to  his  seat  as  such 
Senator,  until  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which  he  was  elected ; 
which. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shanks, 

Was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Shanks  moved  to  take  from  the  table  the  report  of  the  majo- 
rity of  said  committee,  which  had  been  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table 
until  the  said  report  of  the  minority  should  be  submitted. 

The  sense  of  the  Senate  was  called  thereupon,  and  the  chair  being 
unable  to  decide  the  question,  a  division  was  required,  and  it  appear- 
ed that  the  Senate  was  equally  divided  ;  and  thereupon, 

The  President  voted  in  the  affirmative,  and. 

The  said  report  was  taken  from  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  read. 

Mr.  Morgan  moved  that  the  report  of  the  minority  be  taken  from 
the  table  and  read ; 

Which  motion  prevailed  ;  and 

The  report  was  accordingly  read ;  after  which, 

Mr.  Davis  of  Daviess  moved  to  again  lay  it  upon  the  table ; 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Walpole  moved  a  reconsideration  of  said  vote. 

The  ayes  and  noes  being  demanded  by  Messrs.  Walpole  and  De- 
frees, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are, 

Messrs.  Alexander,  Bradley,  Buell  of  Warren,  Burke,  Cornett,  Cot- 
ton, Davis  of  Floyd,  Defrees,  Ewing,  Farmer,  Hodge,  Moore,  Mor- 
gan, Orth,  Pennington,  Pitcher,  Reeve,  Revburn,  Sands,  Stanford, 
Todd,  Walpole,  and  Wilber— 23. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are, 

Messrs.  Akin,  Berry,  Buell  of  Dearborn,  Carr  of  Jackson,  Carr  of 
Lawrence,  Chapman,  Davis  of  Daviess,  Dobson,  Duzan,  Herriman, 
Hoover,  Hutton,  Jones,  Kennedy,  Leviston,  Major,  Miller,  Mitchell, 
Parks,  Read,  Ritchcy,  Shanks,  Sinclear,  Tannehill,  and  Wood — 25. 

So  said  vote  was  not  reconsidered. 

The  report  of  the  majority  of  the  committee  on  elections  having 
been  taken  from  the  table  and  read,  the  question  recurred  upon  the 
adoption  of  the  resolutions  therewith  submitted; 

Pending  which, 
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Mr.  Defrees  moved  to  strike  out  said  resolutions  from  the  resolving 
clause,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following  words : 

"That  it  appearing  by  the  evidence  submitted  to  the  Senate  that 
David  Henry,  having  received  the  greater  number  of  legal  votes 
given  by  the  people  of  Switzerland  county,  for  the  office  of  Senator, 
at  the  last  August  election,  he  is  entitled  to  his  seat  on  this  floor  as 
such  Senator  for  the  term  of  time  for  which  he  was  so  elected. " 
On  motion. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


Half  past  1  o'clock^  P.  M. 

The  Senate  assembled  ; 

And  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr.  Defrees'  motion,  w^hich  vv^as 
pending  at  the  time  of  adjournment; 
And  having  spent  some  time  therein, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pitcher, 
The  Senate  adjourned. 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING,  JAN.  10,  1844. 

The  Senate  assembled. 

The  consideration  of  the  reports  of  the  committee  on  elections  be- 
ing resumed, 

Mr.  Parks  moved  the  previous  question  ; 

Which  was  seconded  by  the  Senate. 

The  question  recurring,  Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put? 

The  ayes  and  noes  were  demanded  by  Messrs.  Walpole  and  Sands. 

Those  ivho  voted  in  the  affirmative  are^ 

Messrs.  Akin,  Berry,  Buell  of  Dearborn,  Carr  of  Jackson,  Carr  of 
Lawrence,  Chapman,  Davis  of  Daviess,  Dobson,  Duzan,  Herriman, 
Hoover,  Jones,  Kennedy,  Leviston,  Major,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Parks, 
Read,  Ritchey,  Shanks,  Sinclear,  TannehilJ,  and  Wood — 24. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are, 

Messrs.  Alexander,  Bradley,  Buell  of  Warren,  Burke,  Cornett, 
Cotton,  Davis  of  Floyd,  Defrees,  Ewing,  Farmer,  Hodge,  Moore, 
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Morgan,  Orth,  Pennington,  Pitcher,  Reeve,  Reyburn,  Sands,  Stan- 
ford, Todd,  Walpole,  and  Wilber— 23. 

So  the  Senate  decided  that  the  main  question  should  be  propounded. 

The  main  question  being  upon  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions  of 
the  majority  of  the  committee; 

The  ayes  and  noes  were  demanded  by  Messrs.  Walpole  and 
Sands. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are^ 

Messrs.  Akin,  Berry,  Buell  of  Dearborn,  Carr  of  Jackson,  Carr 
of  Lawrence,  Chapman,  Davis  of  Daviess,  Duzan,  Herriman,  Hoo- 
ver, Jones,  Kennedy,  Leviston,  Major,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Parks,  Read, 
Ritchey,  Shanks,  Sinclear,  Tannehill,  and  Wood — 23. 

Those  loho  voted  in  the  negative   are^ 

Messrs.  Alexander,  Bradley,  Buell  of  Warren,  Burke,  Cornett, 
Cotton,  Davis  of  Floyd,  Defrees,  Ewing,  Farmer,  Hodge,  Moore, 
Morgan,  Orth,  Pennington,  Pitcher,  Reeve,  Reyburn,  Sands,  Stan- 
ford, Todd,  and  Wilber— 22. 

So  said  resolutions  were  adopted. 


Doc.   No.   7.  Senate. 

REPORT 

OF 

MR.    EWING, 

t^rom  the  Committee  on  Federal  Relations, 


IN  SENATE,  JAPJUARY  5,  1843. 
Read^  laid  on  the  table,  and  Jive  hundred  copies  ordered  to  he  printed^ 


The  Committee  on  Federal  Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  so 
nnuch  of  the  Governor's  message  as  relates  to  our  "Foreign  debt,'* 
and  so  much  as  relates  to  "repudiation;"  and,  also,  so  much  thereof 
ns  relates  to  the  "public  lands,"  and  to  "relief  of  the  people,"  have 
had  said  matters  under  consideration,  and  as  they  are  subjects  con- 
nected by  an  association  of  ideas,  and  closely  allied  to  each  other  in 
present  resulting  consequences  to  this  State,  I  am  instructed  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  committee  to  blend  the  respectful  consideration  thereof 
in  one  report,  and  to  declare  a  perfect  agreement  with  the  sentiments, 
in  relation  to  the  same,  expressed  in  the  message.  Your  committee 
feel  authorized  to  avow,  although  the  State  is  unable,  at  this  time,  to 
discharge  the  interest  upon  her  foreign  debt,  that  the  present  inability 
argues  no  want  of  disposition  to  do  so.  Her  physical  resources  so 
far  exceed  those  at  present  active,  that  when  the  substantial  can  be 
converted  into  the  available  means,  Indiana  will  be  found  prompt  in 
the  discharge  of  all  just  obligations.  Her  condition  may  exhibit  some 
want  of  financial  forecast,  but  no  symptom  or  want  of  State  integri- 
ty, or  any  wilful  or  avoidable  disregard  of  her  plighted  faith.  The 
dark  stigma  of  repudiation  or  indifference  to  solemn  obligations,  shall 
never,  it  is  firmly  believed,  become  chargeable  to  her;  and  all  such 
odious  doubts  and  apprehensions  of  her  course,  which  operate  as  a 
destructive  incubus  to  blight  her  State  character,  and  paralyze  the  en- 
ergies and  credit  of  her  enterprising  population,  should  be  dissipated 
by  a  knowledge  of  the  truth.  She  holds  and  will  always  hold  herself 
legally  and  morally  bound  for  every  debt  contracted  in  good  faith  by 
12  S 
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her  accredited  agents,  in  accordiince  with  the  authority  conferred  up* 
on  them;  and  with  a  full  knoAvledge  of  her  condition  and  resources  in' 
prospective,  she  deprecates  and  repudiates  all  groundless  intimations' 
to  the  contrary.  Whether  her  existing  debts  were  or  were  not  con- 
tracted upon  the  most  fiavorable  terms,  or  for  objects  of  great  and  im- 
mediate general  utility,  is  not  to  be  decided  upon  here;  if  they  were 
fairly  incurred  under  the  prescribed  requisites,  and  prudential  guards 
and  public  sanctions  of  our  laws,  by  the  legitimate  authorities,  their 
validity  shall  not  be  disputed;  on  the  contrary,  the  inviolability  of  the 
public  faith  to  the  full  extent  of  our  ample  but  dormant  means,  will 
be  at  the  earliest  possible  period,  devoted  to  their  discharge.  If  the 
people  and  their  representatives  erred,  it  was  certainly  in  a  laudable 
cause,  and  was  not  without  impressive  and  almost  authoritative  incite- 
ments, as  the  Executive  acts  and  recommendations  of  the  General 
and  several  of  the  Stale  Governments  during  the  last  ten  years,  clear- 
ly demonstrate.  Under  such  circumstances,  her  condition  at  this  mo- 
ment of  general  suiiering,  should  entail  no  disgrace.  If  any  of  hep 
agents  disregarded  or  transcended  their  powers,  or  allowed  themselves 
to  be  fraudulently  overreached,  their  illegal  acts  ought  not  in  any  way 
whatever,  to  affect  her  honor;  and  t!:e  present  condition  of  her  finan- 
ces, (which  mainly  arises  from  circumstances  she  cannot  control,)  is 
no  original  fault  of  her  own.  The  destruction  of  a  general  uniform; 
currency;  the  consequent  destruction  of  credit;  a  succession  of  vari- 
ous changes  in  the  standard  of  value;  an  abandonment,  for  a  time,  of 
a  sufficient  revenue  tariff";  an  absence,  during  that  period,  of  many  of 
the  accustomed  avenues  which  had  afforded  a  previous  demand  for 
our  products;  with  a  changing  and  vacillating  policy  in  regard' to  the 
public  lands,  imprudent  schemes  of  prontloss  improvement  and  specu- 
lation, generated  in  part  by  the  recommendations  and  examples  al- 
ready mentioned,  should  serve  without  any  criminal  upbraidings  al? 
this  day,  to  account  for  our  lamentable  want  of  punctuality.  Our 
home  resources,  however,  still  remain  intrinsically  improving;  and  no' 
indisposition  exists  in  the  proper  authority  or  in  the  people,  to  increasw 
and  cultivate  them.  'Tis  our  active  pecuniary  means  alone  that  have 
disappeared,  and  our  physicial  so  far  exceed  our  active  means,  (a  fact 
which  may  have  been  overlooked  when  our  State  was  rushed  so  ra- 
pidly into  debt,)  that  it  is  impossible  for  us,  under  existing  circumstan- 
ces, to  meet  the  interest  of  the  obligations  incurred.  But,  with  a  cor- 
rect knowledge  of  our  substantial  accumulating  elements  of  wealth, 
now  inactive,  and  of  our  disposition  and  principles  of  action,  it  seems 
to  us  equally  impossible,  that  any  rational  man  can  for  a  moment  har- 
bor a  fear  of  the  eventual  payment  by  Indiana,  of  the  uttermost  far- 
thing which  adherence  to  good  faith  may  re(]uire.  The  injunction  of 
JNJr.  Jeff(!rson,  in  liis  first  inaugur.d  speech  in  1801,  laid  down  the  rule 
which,  at  the  earlist  posihie  period  to  give  it  action,  will,  with  unwa- 
vering determination,  guide  this  State.  He  urged  the  '"honest  pay- 
ment of  all  just  debts,  and  the  sacred  preservation  of  the  public  faith," 
even  if  "llio  time  might  come"  in  complying  with  this  injunction, 
'*that  after  leaving  to  labor  the   smallest  portion  of  its  earnings  on. 
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■which  it  can  subsist,  government  itseJf  shall  consume  the  residue  of 
what  it  wiis  instituted  to  guard."  At  this  time  the  increased  value  of 
money  is  equal  to  its  scarcity;  indeed,  such  is  its  enhanced  price,  that 
about  double  the  amount  of  the  interest  due  upon  our  State  bonds, 
might  buy  a  portion  of  them  now  on  sale.  If  we  had  the  active 
fiieans  of  buying  up  our  obligations  at  a  depreciated  value,  as  far  as 
they  were  honestly  contracted  and  paid  for,  we  should  disdain 
the  policy.  Let  us  rather  court  back  that  now  lost  credit,  founded 
oipon  immutable  laws — the  offspring  of  justice  and  liberty — the  lega- 
cy of  freedom  and  constitutional  equality,  which  established  a  general 
uniform  currency  for  the  United  States,  and  enabled  them  not  only 
•to  improve  the  country,  and  to  bui'd  up  cities,  manufxctures  and  com- 
merce, in  a  state  of  unexampled  prosperity,  but  at  the  same  time  to 
pay  off  a  large  revolutionary  and  war  debt,  without  shaking  the  social 
-fabric,  as  the  ruinous  experiments  which  followed  its  destruction  have 
done  for  years  past.  If  we  succeed,  there  need  be  no  dread  of  requi- 
ring of  labor  any  great  share  of  its  earnings;  our  obligations  in  that 
■case,  could  be  satisfied  without  feeling  their  payment;  the  labor  of  the 
country  would  again  thrive,  and  every  description  of  useful  industry 
*'go  a-head,"  as  in  days  of  yore,  betteiing  its  condition.  Whether  we 
■succeed  or  fail  in  that  particular,  the  honest  holders  of  our  State  obli- 
gations merit  every  possible  satisfaction.  We  asked  their  money; 
they  bought  our  bonds  on  our  plighted  faith,  and  that  faith  must  be 
held  and  preserved  sacred.  That  we  have  already  pledged  substantial 
means  of  securing  eventual  payment,  is  only  doubted  because  a  gene- 
ral and  unexpected  calamity  has  intervened,  to  interrupt  the  punctual 
.payment  of  accruing  interest.  Now,  after  a  profitless  expenditure  of 
Ihe  money,  and  independent  of  the  mean^f  final  payment  irrevoca- 
bly set  apart  for  that  purpose;  and  omitting,  for  the  present,  to  bring 
into  this  estimate  the  certain  accruing  amount  to  come  to  Indiana, 
from  her  share  of  the  public  lands;  and  with  only  temporary  outlets 
to  market;  and  exclusive  of  the  large  trust  property  which  the  State 
-jfl^ay  fund  to  realize  capital,  the  following  authentic  exhibit  of  hersub- 
-stantial  ability,  if  money  could  be  liad  in  lieu  thereof,  exclusive  of  all 
ihe  resources  alluded  to,  and  of  any  increase,  should  be  sufficient  to 
^restore  a  proper  confidence,  and  serve  to  dissipate  all  doubts. 

The  Auditor's  report  of  this  year  presents  the  assessor's  valuation 
rof  our  tax.ible  lands,  /  .  .  .     .§'73,297,576 

Of  which  there  are  mortgaged    for   public   trust  funds, 

according  to  law,  .  .  .  •          2,982,691 


'Leaving  unincumbered  by  such  mortgages,  lands   now 

taxable,  amounting  to  -  -  -  -     $'70,314,885 

In  addition  to  the  lands  purchased  during  the  last  four 
years,  and  not  yet  taxable,  (which  are  omitted)  there 
is,  in  the  statistical  mformation,  returned  by  the  Uni- 
ted Slates'  Marshal,  with  the  census  of  our  population 
in  1840,  the  estimated  value  of  all  live  stock,  and  all 
the  various  agricultural  crops  that  year,  embracing 


76 

the  products  01   ,ie  orchard,  sheep,  dairy,  ^-c,  amount- 
ing to  -  -  -  -  -  -     $24,725,137 

(Of  this  agricultural  estimate,  the  live  stock,  it  may 
here  be  observed,  althougii  annually  increasing,  is  not 
like  the  residue  of  the  articles  of  annual  production; 
the  amount  embraced  is  ^14,778,744.) 
The  annual  estimated  value  of  the  lorest  in  lumber,  furs, 

ginseng,  &c.,  -  .  .  .  .  651,576 

The  annual  estimated  value  of  gardens  and  nurseries,  78,444 

The  annual  estimated  value  of  our  various  manufacto- 
ries, ,.-,,.  7,210,881 


In  1840  our  estimated  annual  products  amounted  to  |32,693,038 
Thus  in  1841,  our  assessed  lands  free  of  public  or  trust 

mortgages,  were  valued  at               -     ,         -             -  70,314,885 

The  capital  invested  in  horticulture,                  -             -  73,628 

The  capital  invested  in  commerce,      .             .             -  7,544,626 

The  capital  invested  in  manulbctures,               -             -  4,132,044 

Individual  real  estate  unincumbered,  and  individual  cash 

capital  invested,        -  -  .  -  .     |82,065,183 

Many  other  items  and  sources  of  wealth  and  of  revenue,  not  above 
glanced  at,  might  be  included.  Indeed,  our  population  and  improve- 
ments rapidly  increase,  and  without  adverting  to  data  not  officially 
reported,  to  particularize,  we  cannot  doubt  that  our  stationary  and 
productive  wealth  must  continue  to  accumulate.  That  our  enterprise 
is  now  profitless,  and  our  industry  poorly  repaid,  is  undeniable;  and 
thus  situated,  what  should  be  done  1  In  1806,  President  Jeflerson  an- 
ticipated the  payment  of  the  national  debt,  and  suggested  to  Congress 
the  necessity  of  establishing  discriminating  duties  upon  foreign  fab- 
rics, to  support  the  government  and  protect  domestic  manufactures; 
and  foreseeing  an  inevitable  surplus  revenue,  he  advised  its  application 
to  the  great  national  interests  of  education  and  internal  improvement. 
President  Jackson,  in  1829,  told  Congre=:s  that  protection  would  ne- 
cessarily be  continued  a  long  time,  and  submitted,  that  the  most  safe 
and  just  appropriation  of  any  surplus  revenues  would  be  an  appropri- 
ation of  them  to  the  several  States.  It  is  true,  a  small  national  debt 
has  been  incurred  under  the  policy,  already  adverted  to,  of  the  last 
few  years;  but  it  is  a  mere  bagatelle  compared  with  our  national  re- 
sources; 'tis  the  debt  due  by  the  States  severally,  that  oppresses  the 
country;  and  this,  it  is  firmly  believed,  is  more  owing  to  the  power 
and  influence  it  has  conferred  upon  foreigners  and  their  agents,  to 
thwart  our  policy,  and  to  discredit  our  standing,  than  to  its  amount  or 
any  other  causes.  The  debt  of  Great  Britain,  although  many  degrees 
more  dispropoitionate,  compared  to  her  means,  has  entailed  no  such 
consequences.  From  a  late  statistical  work,  I  have  copied  the  follow- 
ing instructive  view  of  the  debt  of  the  several  States,  compared  with 
that  of  Great  Britain: 


Ajnerican  States.  Great  Britain. 

Population,  '      -  17,068,666  18,661,761 

Debt,  -  -  £39,673,591  £837,521,684 

Interest,       -  -  2,389,385  26,753,320 

Ireland,  and  the  dependencies  of  tlie  Empire,  are  not  included  in 
this  statement,  but  the  contrast  would  remain  the  same.  The  difler- 
ence  between  the  annual  interest  of  the  British  and  American  debt,  is 
£24,371,935 — equal  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  millions  of  dollars. 
Thus,  the  taxes  upon  labor  and  capital  in  Great  Britain,  for  the  intei'- 
est  of  the  debt  alone,  without  the  expenses  of  the  Government  for  its 
own  maintenance,  amount  to  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  principal  of 
the  debts  of  all  the  States  of  the  Union. 

Our  foreign  State  debt,   interest  included,  is    believed  to  be  about 
fourteen   millions  of  dollars,  (say   about  eighteen  dollars,  average,  to 
each  individual)  and  the  aggregate  indebtedness  of  all  the  States,  is 
supposed   to   be  about   two   hundred   millions.     With   nine  hundred 
millions  of  acres  of  unsold  lands,  held  in  trust,  for  the  States,  by  the 
General  Government,  why  should  the  credit  of  the  States,  or  of  the 
United   States,    be  affected   by   mere   temporary   casualties  ?      The 
assumption  of  State  Debts  by  the  General  Government,  although  in 
possession  of  Stale   wealth  so  extensive,  (our  share  of  which   was 
originally  expected,  and  calculated   upon,  to  discharge  every  incum- 
brance,) may  not  be  asked  or  realized,  at  present.     But  if  the  plan 
of  the  Hon.   W.  C.  Johnson,  now  before  Congress,  were  adopted, 
to  issue  a  stock,  predicated  upon  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  lands,  and 
stand  bound  for  the  same  until  its   final  redemption  of  principal  and 
interest,  to  be  divided  among   the   States   and  Territories,  upon  the 
basis  of  the  present  apportionment  law,  and  be  applied,  as  far  as  ne- 
cessary, to  the  redemption  of  state  bonds,  it  would  display  a  beneficent 
wisdom,  and  would,  for  a  long  time,  settle  the  vexed  questions  of  policy 
agitated   in  relation  to   that  subject.     A  large  portion  of  the  public 
lands,  were  certainly  confided  in  trust  to  the  United  States  ;  in  the 
words  of  the  cession,  '-'•as  a  common  fund  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  States,''^ 
and  ''for  that  purpose,  and  no  other  purpose  whatever]^''  and  Indiana, 
at  one  period,  solemnly  delared  her  right  to  the  unsold  lands   with- 
in  her  boundaries,  after   the    payment   of  the  national   debt.     This 
claim  did  not  find  lavor  at  Washington  City,  and  it  was  abandoned 
to  advocate  our  getting  a  share  of  the  nett  proceeds.     This  too,  has 
been  wrested  from  us,  by  the  power  of  men,  opposed   to  a  sufficient 
revenue  tarilF  with  a  distribution  of  the  land  fund  ;  many  of  whom 
opposed   to   receiving  a  share   of  the   proceeds,  jeopard  the  proper 
dignity   of  the   State,  by   sanctioning  reiterated   memorials  praying 
grants  of  the  land,  which  the  proceeds  would  more  beneficially  rep- 
resent.    But  waving  our  just  claim  under  the  compact  of  cession, 
(which  preceded  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  was  not 
affected  by  it,)  the   declared   policy  and   repeated   recommendations 
of  the  executive  department  of  the  General  Government,  for  many 
yearst  past,  calculated  to  induce  and  mfluence  the  new  States  to  in- 
cur improvement  and  bank  debts,  (even  allowing,  for  argument,  that 
the  public  lands,  like  their  jurisdiction,  belong  exclusively  to  that 
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power  which  stands  bound  to  extbguish  the  Indian  possesslony) 
should  render  them,  as  the  property  of  that  Governinent  under  the 
power  conferred  by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  with 
a  becoming  eye  to  the  public  welfarCj  fully  chargeable  with,  and 
bound  for  the  entire  amount  we  have  so  expended. 

If  our  state  creditors  deem  it  in  any  way  to  their  interest  to  receive 
lands  ill  payment  of  our  bonds,  or  the  auiount  thereof  i^  whatever 
shape  it  may  assume  to  become  due  to  the  State,  on  account  of  the 
prospective  sales  of  the  public  domain,  this  commiltce  contemplates 
a  measure  to  alford  tliem  an  opportunity  to  do  so.  The  ofier  alluded 
io,  will  embrace  tho  lands  due  to  the  State  under  the  distribution  law, 
togetJier  ywith  those  donated  to  construct  the  Wabash  and  Erie 
canal  jyorth  and  East  of  Tippecanoe,  with  th^eir  proceeds,  and  be 
emphatically  evinsive  of  our  sincere  disposition,  and  heartfelt  willing- 
aess  to  pay  ;  and,  whether  accepted  or  refused,  it  should  forever  si- 
lence those,  who,  in  other  circumstances,  seem  to  be  regardless  of 
•our  State  character,  and  carp  at  our  unavoidable  inability  to  com- 
mand cash. 

In  relation  to  the  relief  already  afforded  to  the  people,  it  must  be 
continued  until  the  cause  of  its  adoption  will  have  ceased  ;  and  some 
addition  to  the  circulating  medium,  or  state  currency,  may  now  be 
required  to  render  it  elficient.  Our  State  Bank  is  an  institution 
Ibrmed  to  promote  the  people's  best  interest,  and  cannot  expect  to 
be  altogether  exempt  from  the  calamity  which  bears  heavily  upon  the 
people Ihomselves.  It  has  already  drawn  its  full  portion  of  the  cred- 
it of  the  State,  and  that  credit  should,  it  k  thought,  now  seek  a 
broader  channel  to  accommodate  the  people,  and  supply  the  wants 
of  the  treasury,  if,  with  perfect  safety,  the  means  be  at  our  disposaL 
There  arc  me'a,  wlio,  from  habit,  may  be  ready  to  support  State 
Bank  issues,  wiiich  are  under  certain  circumstances,  subject  to  more 
casualties  than  treasury  notes.  The  bank  was  indulged  for  years, 
when  the  dues  of  the  people  were  strictly  exacted,  and  now  to  ia- 
sist  upon  prompt  collection  laws,  when  the  means  to  speculate  with- 
out any  fair  competion,  are  at  the  disposal  of  a  few,  and  the  State 
Treasury  empty,  does  not  seem  to  be  very  commendable. 

As  the  leading  causes  of  our  present  wants  and  inability/  are  knowa 
to  be  bey-ond  our  immediate  reacli,  tinse  is  evidently  required  to  cor- 
rect them.  It  is  no  shrinking  to  procrastinate  compulsive  measures 
under  such  circumstances,  nor  are  our  enactments  calculated  to  viti- 
ate the  industry  of  the  country;  on  the  contrary,  they  are  beneficent 
andinspiritthe  upright,  while  they  stave  ofl^the  avaricious  and  unfeeling, 
who  could  otherwise  enjoy  undue  advantages.  Such  procrastina- 
tion saves  from  involvement,  allows  labor  to  operate,  retains  our 
population,  and  alfords  protection  against  oppression,  when  other 
means  would  fail.  If  the  State  of  Indiana  can  give  par  value  to  her 
issue  of  Treasury  Notes,  now  mainly  possessed  by  brokers,  specula- 
tors, and  banks;  if  she  can,  as  is  unquestionably  the  case,  render  her 
own  paper  safe  and  desirable  for  every  local  purpose  within  her  own 
jurisdiction,  and  can  replenish  her  Treasury  by  sucli  additional  issue 
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ns  the  presssing  wants  of  the'peopl'e  mny  rec[uire  and  their  means  jus- 
tily,  it  seems  to  be  her  duty  to  do  so.  It  is  only  re([uired  that  sucl>. 
paper  be  rendered  receivable  for  all  State  and  County  purposes,  and 
in  payment  of  all  Trust  funds,  and  speedy  absorbnnis,  to  sustain  three 
times  the  amount  now  required  to  be  issued,  will  exist.  It  is  now 
said  the  State  must  borrow  current  paper  to  supply  the  immediate- 
wants  of  the  Treasury,  and  before  a  loan  be  granted,  that  the  taxes 
must  be  increased.  This  is  no  desirable  condition,  and  we  have  only 
a  choice  of  evils  to  meet  the  occasion;  the  least  of  ^^hich  should,  of 
course,  be  adopted.  No  wise  man  could  desire  to  see  an  inflated  cur- 
rency of  depreciated  paper.  Although  some  might  enjoy  a  moment- 
ary relief,  the  many  would  be  injured.  The  only  paper  our  Stater 
B-ank  will  now  loan,  is  believed  to  be  the  treasury  notes  paid  to  her 
by  the  State,  and  there  is  no  issue  of  that  paper  less  than  live  dollars.. 
The  question  here  presents  itself,  is  it  expedient  to  authorize  an  issuer 
Q'f  Treasury  Notes^of  one's,  two''s,  and  three  dollars,  which  would' 
serve  the  tax  payers,  reach  common  use,  replenish  the  Treasury,  not 
only  without  additional  taxation,  but  with  great  profit,  and  be  of  lon- 
ger duration  than  our  Bank  may  loan  the  paper  mentioned,  or  shall  a 
loan  at  a  heavy  cost^  be  preferred  1  suppose  one  and  a  half  millions^ 
composed  of  notes  from  one  to  three  dollars,  be  authorized,  (and  this 
amount  will  be  little  over  the  extent  of  increased  value  the  policy  re- 
commended will  confer  upon  the  issues  already  made.)  let  the  notes 
bear  a  nominal  interest  of  one  quarter /jcr  cent.,  to  be  loaned  out  un- 
der proper  restrictions  on  unincumbered  land,  by  county  agents,  appor- 
tioned in  the  several  counties  according  to  the  amount  of  such  pro- 
p)erty  therein,  on  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annual,  for  the  use 
thereof,  payable  annually  in  advance  ;  and  allowing  ten  thousand  dol- 
la.rs  of  the  interest  to  meet  contingencies,  eighty  thousand  will  annu- 
ally pass  into  the  Treasury  under  the  operation.  When  emigrationj 
adds  litle  to  our  coffers,  the  issue  mentioned,  will,  to  some  extent,, 
cause  the  agricultural,  manufacturing  and  commercial  industry  of  our 
State  (all  of  wdiich  are  now  depressed  and  embarrassed  for  want  of  a 
currency,)  to  revive  ;  and  tend  to  give  energy  to  enterprise,  and  cer- 
tain revenue  to  the  State,  until  a  uniform,  general  curency  be  crea- 
ted by  Congress.  It  would  represent  not  only  the  abundant  Trust 
Funds  of  our  State,  but  the  improved  individual  farms,  (and  consulting 
home  interests)  is  the  best  the  State  can  now  create,  if  any  be  crea- 
ted. We  have  not  gold  and  silver  and,  if  we  had,  we  are  unable  to 
retain  the  precious  metals;  they  would  disappear  immediately.  Our 
wealth  is  fixed  in  the  soil,  and  however  much  the  constitutional  ten- 
der is  desired,  we  must  be  content  with  what  is  safe  and  practicable. 
In  a  late  official  letter,  the  President  of  the  State  Bank  informs  us 
that  "the  capital  employed  in  brokerage  in  this  State,  appears  to  be 
greater  than  that  in  manufactures  ;"  and  he  intimates  in  the  same  let- 
ter that,  while  the  relief  now  afforded  by  law  to  our  greatly  exhaust- 
ed and  suffering  population,  be  continued  as  to  new  contracts,  that 
"there  can  be  little  hope  of  a  change  for  the  better."'  Circumstanced 
as  tlie  Bank  is,  therefore,  the  relief  she  can  at  present  afford  must  be 
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confined  to  the  few,  and  it  becomes  a  question  of  deep  interest  wheth* 
er  a  penal  law  to  arrest  the  ruinous  impositions  practised  upon  the 
needy  as  brokerage,  should  not  be  enacted.  Without  expatiating 
farther  upon  the  subjects  referred,  or  preparing  bills  in  detail,  when 
in  relation  to  the  currency  and  relief  matters,  even  your  committee 
have  doubts,  and  the  principles  avowed  in  relation  to  the  other  points 
should  first  be  submitted,  therefore  instruction  is  asked,  of  the  Senate, 
and  to  elicit  it  I  now  report  for  consideration  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  to  strengthen  the  collateral  securities  involved  in 
our  State  bonds,  and  to  satisfy  the  holders  of  the  same,  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Federal  Relations  be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  or  State  Agent,  to  negotiate  with  the 
holders  of  our  State  Bonds  as  follows  : 

For  the  payment  of  the  bonds  issued  to  obtain  means  to  construct 
the  Wabash  and  Erie  Canal  north  of  Lafnyottcc,  to  offer  a  sufficiency 
of  the  lands  set  apart  fw  that  purpose  ;  for  the  payment  of  the  bonds 
issued  to  obtain  means  to  aid  in  constructing  the  Madison  Railroad, 
to  offer,  without  interfering  with  vested  rights,  the  stock  held  by  the 
State  in  said  road  ;  and  to  ofiler  in  lieu  of  all  bonds  issued  for  other 
works,  portions  of  all  the  lands  granted  to  this  State  by  the  act  appro- 
priating' the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  approved  Sep- 
tember 4th,  1841,  together  with  the  ten  per  cent,  therein  allowed  on 
the  unsold  land  within  our  limits,  with  such  portions  of  the  public 
works,  saving  vested  rights,  as  have  been  completed  under  proper 
restrictions.  And  such  part  or  share  of  the  public  domain  to  become 
ours  in  prospective,  either  in  kind  or  in  stock  issued  in  anticipation  of 
the  sales  thereof,  as  may  be  necessary  to  cover  and  satisfy  the  amount 
of  said  bonds.     Also, 

Resolved,  That  said  committee  be  instructed  to  prepare  and  report 
a  joint  resolution  requesting  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in 
Conf^ress,  to  promote  the  adoption  of  an  efficient  general  plan  of  re- 
lief, such  as  has  been  proposed  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  by- 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  namely,  that  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  issue  a  stock,  predicated  upon  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  un- 
sold public  lands,  which  shall  stand  bound  for  the  same  until  the 
final  redemption  of  principal  and  interest;  said  stock  to  be  divided 
among  the  States  and  Territories,  upon  the  basis  of  the  present  ap- 
portionment law,  and  tu  be  exclusively  applied,  as  far  as  the  same 
may  be  necessary,  to  the  redemption  of  State  Bonds  and  the  pay- 
ment of  vState  liabilities.     Also, 

Resolved,  That  said  committee  report  a  bill,  rendering  all  state  and 
band  scrip  and  treasury  notes,  receivable  for  slate  and  county  dues, 
aud  ill  payment  of  trust  funds  ;  and  authorizing  an  issue  of  fifteen 
hundred  thousand  additional,  in  notes  of  one,  two,  and  three  dollars, 
bearin--'  a  small  interest,  and  to  be  divided  among  the  several  counties 
according  to  the  amount  of  unincumbered  real  estate  therein,  and 
loaned  by  agents  on  behalf  of  the  treasury,  at  six  per  cent.,  annual 
interest  payable  in  advance. 
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